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Sunday Worship 

Schedule 
8:30am & 10:30am  

Education hour & Fellowship 
9:30am 

Communion Celebrated  
First and Third Sunday  

of each month 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 

Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

January offering is  

designated to 

LUTHERAN DISASTER 
RESPONSE 

Brings God’s hope, healing and 
renewal to people whose lives 

have been disrupted by 
disasters in the United States 
and around the world.  When 

the dust settles and the 
headlines change, we stay to 
provide ongoing assistance to 

those in need. 

The Season  

 of Pentecost Evangelical Lutheran  

Church of America 

The Holy Nativity Senior 

Ministry team is proud to 

present: 

Women of all ages!!  

Mark your calendars for the fourth-annual Women’s 
Mini-Retreat, right here at Holy Nativity! It will be 
Saturday, January 19, 2019. Join us for good 
conversation, delicious food, and a mid-winter pick-me-up. This year, 
our theme is “Fierce: Women in Scripture and Women Today.” We’ll 
explore the stories of women in the Bible—stories of violence, mercy, 
bravery, wisdom, sex and salvation. And we’ll explore the stories of 
women today who are changing the world. Most importantly, we’ll 
spend the day in community with amazing women (us!) and be 
reminded that we have so much to offer in these bodies and roles 
we’ve been given.  

Again, this event is for women of ALL AGES, 16 and up! A light 
continental breakfast and lunch are provided. There is no cost!! Sign up 
on the kiosk today or call Dianne Ranke at 763-433-8128.  

 
 

 

 

Medicare: New 

Changes, New 

Programs. 

What happens next? 
The rush to sign up by December 7th 
is past.  Whether you signed up or 
not, you need to know what to 
expect  now. Did you make the right 
choices, can you change? Where is 
Medicare going in the future?  Get 
the answers to these and many 
other questions.  Our expert Gene 
Montanez is back in this exciting 
follow-up session to our acclaimed 
first Medicare program.  This 
program will be at Holy Nativity on 
January 9th. You need this 
information NOW! Don’t miss it.   
Put on by the Holy Nativity Senior 
Ministry Team. Watch for more 
informative senior programs the 
second Wednesday of every month.  

 

 

On Saturday, February 9th, from 
2:00-4:00pm, we will be painting 
bowls for the Empty Bowls Fundrais-
er, benefitting local food shelves, 
including PRISM.  Pottery bowls, ma-
terials and paint will be provided by 
and delivered to HN by Color Me 
Mine (a pottery glazing store in the 
Arbor Lakes shopping area in Maple 
Grove).  They will have someone 
here to explain the process.  Our 
painted bowls will then be taken to 
Color Me Mine for glazing and firing. 
They will be returned to us to show 
off our finished products before be-
ing picked up by Empty Bowls for 
their fundraiser on March 5th.    

The cost is only $8 per bowl.  You 
will need to sign up on the kiosk by 
Sunday, January 20th so we know 
how many bowls to plan for.  What a 
great event this is for all ages! 
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Did you know that our Sunday 
Fellowship doughnuts are pro-
vided and delivered each week 

by Café Donuts in Champlin?  
YUM!!! 

PURSE BINGO!! 
Please join us on Sunday,  

January 27th at 2:00pm for some 
exciting rounds of Purse Bingo!! 

 

What is that, you ask?   
No money to the winners...you 
get to choose a purse instead!  
Gentlemen, come and win a 

prize for the special lady  
in your life! 

 

No cost for this fun event.  Just 
bring a snack to share.  

 

Also, if you have any gently used 
purses that are in great shape 
you would like to donate for 

prizes, please drop them off in 
the office by Thursday,  

January 24th.   

The Pastor’s Word If you have any unusable, un-
workable Christmas lights, please 

bring them to Holy Nativity for 
recycling through January 10th 
and put them in the box in the 
Narthex. They will be sent to a 

recycling center who will donate 
the profits to Toys for Tots. 

I’ve always been fascinated by the women in the Bible. On the surface, 
their stories seem secondary—like they are just fringe characters, 
lingering on the edges of men’s stories, passive bystanders. But this 
could not be further from the truth. Even when we think they are 
simply bystanders, women are moving the story of God’s redemption 
along in profound ways.  

Matthew lists four of these women in his genealogy of Jesus: Tamar, 
Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba (Mary also gets a shout-out). It’s 
remarkable that they get mentioned at all, as it was only the men’s side 
of things that interested anyone back in the day. But what’s even more 
remarkable are their stories: what they did and how they did it in order 
to help Jesus, the Savior of the world, to enter the world. These aren’t 
cute, sweet little stories of women making tea and baking cake and 
cleaning house. These are stories of women taking huge risks, 
manipulating those with more power, using what they have to get what 
they need, and calling out injustice when they see it. These are stories 
of commitment and sex and family and courage. And the Bible is full of 
these stories. The Bible is full of women’s incredible stories.  

And it isn’t just the Bible. History is full of stories of women questioning 
the status quo, discovering incredible things, and speaking out for the 
lowly in our midst. My daughter has several books on her shelf detailing 
the brave and smart and curious and kind women who have made so, 
so many things possible. Women like Amelia Earhart, Marie Curie, 
Misty Copeland, and Malala Yousafzai.  

This month, at our fourth-annual Women’s mini-retreat, we’ll be 
exploring the stories of these FIERCE women. Women from scripture 
and women from history, women from our own lives and yes—even us. 
We will be reminded that even we, in all our brokenness and (what 
feels like) smallness, are fierce.  

Women, please plan to come to this event. All the details can be found 
in this newsletter, on page 1. Sign up on the kiosk so we know to expect 
you! Young women are welcome, too.  

And men, know that these stories of women in scripture and in history 
have something to teach you, too! And if you have any “fierce” women 
in your life (spoiler alert—you do!), let them know that you see them. 
That you value them. That they aren’t just fringe characters in this thing 
called life.  

Because the truth is that God created women to be primary actors, 
with amazing stories to tell.  So let’s all—every last one of us—listen.  

In Christ,  

Pastor Ashley  

Would you like to 
have your business 
(or the business 
you work for) ad-
vertised in the Tid-

ings?  Contact the church office 
for information.  We would love 
to see your business card in the 
newsletter each month. 
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CUSTODIAN’S CORNER  
MN--WE LOVE IT! 

Where else can we celebrate our 
European ethnic heritage by 
dancing with the leaves (raking) 
or the snow (shoveling) in the 
same week?  Minnesota climate 
keeps us strong!  Don’t forget to 
wear your hat and mittens to 
keep warm. 

Many years ago a lot of our 
neighbors headed to the 
California or Florida beaches only 
to find forest fires, severe storms 
or hurricanes today.  Our MN 
Midwest is the promised land of 
today!  We are so fortunate to 
now reside at the top of the hill 
rather than at the flooded 
bottom valley of the past. 

I was also able to do the carpet 
steam dance over the daycare 
hallways, entire church and office 

Book Look KidPack Fundraiser 

Friday, January 25th, 5:00 – 
7:00pm at St. James Lutheran 
Church in Crystal.  Silent Auction 
and Dinner!  Your choice of 
Spaghetti with sauce (meat or 
meatless) or Terry Swanson’s 
famous Bean & Ham soup, plus 
salad, bread, lemonade, coffee 
and dessert.  ALL YOU CAN EAT 
just $10 adults, $5 kids. $20 
family max. Tickets will be 
available at St. James beginning 
January 6th or at the door.  

Also, join us for Designer Purse 
Bingo at the St. Louis Park 
American Legion on Tuesday, 
February 5th at 7:00pm!  Look 
for more KidPack Fundraising 
events coming soon!   

 

We have received a number of donated books which are practically 
“hot off the press.” Thank you so much! Do look for them, especially if 
you like Alexander McCall Smith. We accept books that have a 
copyright date of 2000 or later. Check the date before you donate your 
books. 

One of the McCall Smith books is Precious and Grace, one of the latest 
installments of the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency series. Here Precious 
Ramotswe and Grace Makutsi help a young woman on a quest to find 
someone from her past. 

Changes are afoot at the No. 1 Ladies’ Detective Agency, where Mma 
Makutsi, who has recently been promoted to co-director, has been 
encouraging Mma Ramotswe to update to more modern office 
practices. However, an unusual case will require both of them to turn 
their attention firmly to the past. A young Canadian woman who spent 
her early childhood in Botswana requests the agency’s help in 
recovering important pieces of her life there. With only a faded 
photograph—and, of course, some good old-fashioned detective 
skills—to guide them, Precious and Grace set out to locate the house 
that the woman used to live in and the caretaker who looked after her 
many years ago. But when the journey takes an unexpected turn, they 
are forced to consider whether some lost things may be better off 
unfound. 

Busy as she is with this challenging investigation, Mma Ramotswe can 

always be relied on to come to the aid of her friends—who seem to 

have a special knack for landing in hot water. Mr. Polopetsi, an 

occasional assistant at the agency, has made an ill-advised business 

decision that may lead to serious trouble. And next door at Tlokweng 

Road Speedy Motors, Fanwell, the junior mechanic, has become 

helplessly attached to a stray dog who proves to be a bigger 

responsibility than he can handle. With Mma Makutsi by her side, Mma 

Ramotswe dispenses help and sympathy with the graciousness and 

warmth for which she is so well known, and everyone is led to 

surprising insight into the healing power of compassion, forgiveness, 

and new beginnings. 

hallways in preparation of 
Advent.  Thank you all for your 
helping hands, as well as the new 
Fellowship floor which all makes 
it much easier to keep HNLC 
clean! 



BINGO!! 
Join us on Tuesday, January 22nd at 
7:00pm for our next Bingo outing at 

Outtakes Bar and Grill in the 
Midland Shopping Center (next to 

the Cinema Grill at 27th  
and Winnetka.)  

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Sunday, January 19 

Women’s Mini-Retreat 
 

Sunday, January 27th 
Purse Bingo  

 
Saturday, February 2nd 

Empty Bowls Making 
 

Saturday, February 9th 
Wildfire Women’s Event 

 
Saturday, February 16th 

Wrestling Fundraiser 

PAGE 4 

Movie Night For All 
When: Thursday, January 17th 

Time: 6:00pm 

Where: Annex 

Bring: Snacks to share 

Movie you picked:  “Loving” 
 

Join us in the Annex! 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, December 18th, 2018 

Continued Page 6 

 

 

 

 

Call to Order:  7:03pm by Bill Hartman 
Opening Prayer:  Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Kristan Kohls  
Secretary’s Report: 
Thank you notes received from PRISM for November offering. Report 
M/S/Approved. 
Attendance: November 2017: 227 Average YTD 2017: 204 

November 2018: 233 Average YTD 2018: 185 
Financial Report: M/S/Approved 
NOTES:  Income and Expenses 
1. YTD, the income vs expenses deficit again grew by over 

$6,000. This leaves the deficit at approximately $55,600.  
2. The YTD income is over 10% below plan.  
3. The income from the daycare was received in November.  
4. Year to date expenses, end of November, is approximately 1% 

more than plan.  In line with the reduced 2018 budget. 
5. A new parking lot agreement is going through the signoff 

process. This adds $4,000 per year to income. 
President’s Report: Bill Hartman took this time to thank Council 

members for all the planning and hard work put into developing the 
2019 Spending Plan and for a successful December congregational 
meeting. 

OLD BUSINESS – Review of December congregational meeting 
Minutes of the meeting will be moved for approval at the next 
congregational meeting. Article will be placed in Tidings asking for 
volunteers for nominating committee. Update on Capital Campaign – 
Final roof/steeple work will be done in spring.  Work is currently on 
hold while the issue of the leaking cupola is being solved.  Task force 
will be formed to develop a plan/schedule for interior work to follow. 
Stewardship Update 140 intent cards have been received, showing a 
$43,000 increase for 2019. 

NEW BUSINESS – A five-year parking lot agreement with 
Perrigo has been signed by both parties, representing an inflation 
adjustment each year; $4,000 additional per year to start. Hospitality 
Team is exploring a new Holy Nativity logo. 

REPORT from PASTOR ASHLEY: Cookies and Carols will be on 
December 19—tomorrow! Students will deliver cookies to members 
and spend some time with them. This is a great event that connects our 
youth to older members in our church.  I’m having a post-Christmas 
party for our high school students at my house the day after Christmas. 
It’s a fun way to keep the Christmas season going! This will be the 
second annual year.  Three things that are way out in the future, but 
should be noted:  Saturday, January 19: The 2019 Women’s Retreat is 
on the books! Our topic is “Fierce” and we’ll be looking  
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Financial Report: M/S/Approved 

Continued Page 6 

Many thanks to our Holy Nativity blood donors! We 
reached our goal again!  We collected 18 units of 
blood which can help up to 54 individuals.  It was a 
great effort and we had three walk-ins. The next 
drive is April 11th, 2019.  Please contact Karen 
Adamson (612-590-6366).  Kudos to all who gave the 
gift of life!  

Lunch was served to 14 children and 7 staff at the 
Minneapolis Crisis Nursery in November. Thank you 
to Sharon Brynstad, Pat Manning, Deb Mickelson, 
and Nancy Van Heel for planning, preparing and 
serving the meal, and to Sarah Circle for again 
supporting the purchase of the foods served.   

“Thank you Holy Nativity Church for allowing us 
space each Wednesday morning! We greatly 
appreciate your hospitality!”  (included $100 gift) 

  ~ ~ Growing Together Network 

Thank you to the Treble Tones for their donation to 
the Church. Over $874 was collected at their winter 
concert on December 2nd.  We enjoy having you 
here! 

Many thanks for the treats that have been showing 
up in the church office!  They are delicious! And 
thanks to Karen Gaasland for the lovely Christmas 
centerpiece she made to brighten the office! 

Join us for the 2019 Women’s Wildfire Event: 
WomenGive inFaith. Did you know that 47% of US 
workers are women? And that women manage the 
majority of household wealth? This means that 
women are in a unique place to make impactful 
decisions about how and why and where they give. 
Join us at the interactive WomenGive inFaith 
workshop, where we will share giving stories, learn 
about giving and financial planning tools, 
strengthen our capacity to make a difference, and 
take action by giving away $1000+ to an 
organization benefiting women. The workshop will 
be at Holy Nativity on February 9th, 2019 from 
9:00 am – 1:00 pm! Lunch will be provided.  

There is a $25.00 registration fee for this event. 
This money, however, will be given away to an 
organization benefiting women in our community. 
At the event, we will jointly decide on which 
organization, and the registration fees will be 
pooled and sent there. This is a really cool, low-
cost way to make a big difference for an 
organization impacting the lives of women.  

Please register in advance on-line. If you need help 
doing so, talk to Pastor Ashley, and she will help! 
You can register here: inFaithFound.org/
womengive/retreats.  Scroll down the page, and 
you’ll see the event at Holy Nativity.  

Can’t wait to see you there!  

Financial Summary 

Operational 

Funding   Year to Date Financials 

  
November    YTD Actual  YTD Plan 

Actual Income  $33,378.42    $388,682.25  $435,657.00 

Actual Expenses  $(39,538.34)    $(444,339.56)  $(440,269.06) 

Operating Surplus/Deficit  $(6,159.92)    $(55,657.31)  $(4,612.06) 

Surplus/Deficit through August  $(49,497.39)       

YTD Surplus/Deficit  $(55,657.31)       

Benevolent Support (Kid Pack, Pine Ridge, PRISM…..)   

During  November Holy Nativity provided external financial support to the  

following programs: 

ELCA, Kid Pack, PRISM, World Hunger         

        

        

        

        

Capital Campaign   

3 year Budget  $200,000.00 

Amount Pledged  $174,936.24 

Available Funds  $102,763.43 



Photo Credit: Nora Leverson 

Tuesday Morning 
Bible Study 

Meets weekly in the  
Fellowship Hall—10:00-11:00am 
Meet with Pastor Jason to discuss 

the lectionary readings for the 
upcoming Sunday.  
All are welcome!   

Baptism Class 

If you anticipate a baptism in the 
future and have not attended a 

previous class, please call the church 
office. Classes are scheduled as 

needed. 

Flowers! 
The 2019 flower chart is posted 
across from the office. Please 

consider contributing Sunday altar 
flowers. $25 for flowers or plant. 

Please sign up. 

 

Wednesday Night 
Dinners--Open to All! 
Dinner is served: 5:45-6:25pm* 
Jan 2 No dinner 
Jan 9 No dinner (Wildfire event) 

Jan 16 Pizza 
Jan 23  Pulled Pork and Chicken 
               Sandwiches 
Jan 30   Macaroni and Cheese and 
               Hot Dogs 
 

*Please note—due to the 
Confirmation Wildfire Events, we will 
not have dinners on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month. Also note 
that food will not be allowed in 
Confirmation class. Students should 
arrive in time to eat their meal in the 
Fellowship Hall. Thank you! 
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Wednesday Night Book Club Information for  
January and February 

Please join us for our Wednesday Night Book Study, January 16th, 
23rd, 30th, and February 6th.  Our book is “Being Mortal: Medicine and 
What Matters in the End” by Atul Gawande.    

In Being Mortal, bestselling author Atul Gawande 
tackles the hardest challenge of his profession: how 
medicine can not only improve life but also the pro-
cess of its ending.  Medicine has triumphed in mod-
ern times, transforming birth, injury, and infectious 
disease from harrowing to manageable. But in the 
inevitable condition of aging and death, the goals of 
medicine seem too frequently to run counter to the 

interest of the human spirit.  Full of eye-opening research and riveting 
storytelling, Being Mortal asserts that medicine can comfort and en-
hance our experience even to the end, providing not only a good life but 
also a good end.  

The sign-up sheet as well as a more detailed description of the book is 
posted on the kiosk. Book cost is $11.00, or you may purchase it on 
your own. Our final book order will be placed Monday, January 7th.  
(Even if you get your own book please sign up so we know you’ll be 
coming).   

For January 16th please read the Introduction through Chapter 2.  

If you have questions, please see Pastor Jason or Kari Johnson.  

 
 at the fierce women from Scripture, and today! All women are invited 
to join us. ALL.  Saturday, February 9: The 2019 Wildfire Women’s 
Event is scheduled here at Holy Nativity. It’s called “Women Give 
InFaith,” and it’s a look at our giving practices, as well as the chance to 
give to an organization that focuses on the well-being of women. More 
info to come.  Saturday, February 16: Wrestling is back! Come enjoy an 
awesome show and support our youth.  

REPORT from PASTOR JASON: The new sound system in the 
fellowship hall was finally installed on Friday, December 14th.   I’ll be 
on vacation the week between Christmas Day and New Year’s Day. 
Speaking of Christmas, don’t forget we have worship on Christmas Eve 
at 3pm, 5pm, and 10pm and Christmas Day at 9:30am. Don’t forget to 
solicit ideas for our undesignated estate gifts from your ministry teams.  
Bring your proposals to council anytime!  We should be prepared to 
present our proposal at the May congregational meeting, including our 
response to the idea raised at the congregational meeting of paying off 
our mortgage. 

Closing Prayer. Pastor Ashley 
Adjourn. M/S/Approved at 7:50pm 

COUNCIL MINUTES continued 


