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Sunday Worship
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8:30am & 10:30am
Education hour & Fellowship
9:30am
Communion Celebrated
First and Third Sunday
of each month

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

March offering is
designated to
PRISM
Part of the Minnesota Food
Share, PRISM provides
food, clothing and other
necessities to those who
are in need.

MARCH 2019

LENT BEGINS WITH ASH
WEDNESDAY ON
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 6TH
Our Lenten worship schedule begins on Ash Wednesday, March
6th, with worship and communion at noon and 7:00pm. The following five Wednesdays there
will be worship at 7:00pm. Soup
suppers also begin on Ash
Wednesday at 5:30pm.
Come be a part of our Wednesday Lenten worship as we engage
“The Gospel According to Pixar.”
This year our Lenten series is
called “Finding Grace.”
Join us on Ash
Wednesday,
March 6th, at
5:30pm for our
first soup supper of Lent. The
Council will be serving and our
choices will be Chicken Noodle,
Loaded Baked Potato, and a gluten-free option available upon
request.
There will be no sign-up sheets
for bread and desserts, but
please continue to bring those as
generously as you have in the
past.

In 1995, a littleknown animation
studio named Pixar
released a movie
called Toy Story. The rest, as they
say, is history, as Pixar Animation
Studios has continued to produce
high quality animated films. Their
movies are known for being both
highly entertaining (and funny) and
surprisingly wise. Pixar does a great
job of telling stories that get at the
reality and complexity of life, while
also making us laugh.
Join us for five Wednesday evenings
beginning March 13th, at 7:00pm,
for our Lenten worship series,
“Finding Grace: The Gospel
According to Pixar.” We will explore
the themes of several Pixar movies
and connect them with our
Christian understanding of life and
the world. Pixar films touch on
deeply human themes such as love,
identity, suffering, forgiveness, fear,
purpose, and belonging. These
themes are central to who we are as
followers of Jesus. Each week, we
will view short clips from one of the
Pixar movies and explore how it
connects with the gospel and with
our lives together as Christians.
You are also invited, of course, to
share in a soup supper together
beginning at 5:30pm on

Wednesdays during Lent. We
will begin in the Fellowship Hall
and then move into the
sanctuary for worship with
Holden Evening Prayer and our
series, “Finding Grace: The
Gospel According to Pixar.”

The Holy Nativity Senior
Ministry team is proud to
present:

We will continue to have a new
Senior forum the second
Wednesday of each month.
As always we welcome
everyone's input. If you have a
topic you would be interested in
having us do a forum about,
please contact Mary Lazerine at
763-544-7221 or Dale Wilson at
952-472-6610.

FAMILY
MOVIE!!
Please plan
to join us on
Sunday, March 10th at 3:00pm
for a showing of “Ant Man and
Wasp.”

SPRING AHEAD!!
Daylight saving time begins!
Be sure to set your clocks AHEAD
one hour on Saturday, March 9th.

Bring a snack to share.
Be sure to sign up on the kiosk if
you are coming.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Wednesday Night Book Club Information for April/May

Parish Life Ministry Team would
like to know what types of
activities/events you are
interested in. Some ideas we
have in mind are:

Looking ahead, our next Wednesday Night Book Study will be held April
24th and May 1st (6:00-7:00pm in the lounge). We will read and discuss “The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death
Row,” by Anthony Ray Hinton.

~ ~ Escape Room
~ ~ Tour of US Bank Stadium
~ ~ Bus trip to the Marine Art
Museum in Winona
~ ~ Trivia Night at local bar
~ ~ Wabash Street Coves and
Down in History Tour (Gangster
Tour)
~ ~ Skyrock Farm and Carousel
lunch and tour
~ ~ Raptor Center
~ ~ Casino trip
There is a sheet on the kiosk in
the Narthex that you can check
off. Keep in mind that this sheet
is only to determine interest. If
there is enough interest in an
event, we will pursue it further.
Also, feel free to join the Parish
Life Team! We’d love to have
you join us!
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In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with two counts
of capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, confused, and only twenty-nine
years old, Hinton knew that it was a case of mistaken identity and believed that the truth would prove his innocence and ultimately set him
free.
The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary testament to the power of hope
sustained through the darkest times. Hinton’s memoir tells his dramatic
thirty-year journey and shows how you can take away a man’s freedom, but you can’t take away his imagination, humor, or joy.
We will be ordering copies of the book beginning March 4th. Current
book cost is $15.00 for hardcover and $18.00 for paperback (or you
may purchase it on your own). Scholarship dollars are available (please
talk to Kari about this). The sign-up sheet as well as a more detailed description of the book will be posted on the kiosk.
If you have questions, please see Pastor Jason or Kari Johnson.

PASTORAL ACTS:
Funeral: 2/9 Ninsel Warner
Baptism: 2/24 Emmitt Simonson

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER
By Tom Wiblishauser
Recently I discovered Jump Start
Portable Power & Car Jump
Starter with Flashlight. You can
use this to charge your batteries
on a car, truck, boat, tractor,
ATVs, motorcycle, phone, tablet,
camera, etc. It is a flashlight with
varying charging ports and
vehicle cables. The unique
feature is it has a car charger so
you can keep this jump start in
your car for your emergency use
or to help someone else in this
cold weather. It is available at
QVC.com.
Thank you for wiping the snow &
salt from your feet as you enter
the church to keep our carpets
clean!

MEN’S BREAKFAST UPDATE
Inspired by the recent success of
the Wildfire Kids Pack spaghetti
supper fundraiser, we invited the
St. James Men’s Group to our last
breakfast on Saturday, February
16th. Many fond memories of
both New Hope and Crystal
history were shared by all, as well
as old friendships visited and new
ones formed.
Their Men’s Group has
reciprocated by inviting us to
their next Men’s Breakfast to be
held at Papa’s Cafe, 7181 42nd
Ave (just west of Nevada) on
Saturday, March 16th at 8:00am.
Hope to see you there!
Questions? Contact Tom.

Book Look
The Richmond Times-Dispatch reviews The
Cruelest Month for “Mystery readers who want
more than puzzles and thrills . . . and Canadian
writer Louise Penny provides both in spades—and
hearts.”
Welcome to Three Pines, where the cruelest
month is about to deliver on its threat. It’s spring
in the tiny, forgotten village: buds are on the trees and the first flowers
are struggling through the newly thawed earth. However, not
everything is meant to return to life. . . .
When some villagers decide to celebrate Easter with a séance at the
old Hadley house, one of their party dies of fright. Was this a natural
death, or was it murder? Brilliant, compassionate Chief Inspector
Armand Gamache is called to investigate, and the case will force him to
face his own ghosts as well as those of a seemingly idyllic town where
relationships are far more dangerous than they seem.
As Publishers Weekly says, “Few writers in any genre can match
Penny’s ability to combine heartbreak and hope in the same scene.”

KidPack Spaghetti/Soup Supper Update
This year’s fundraising supper was particularly successful with a large number
of people in attendance despite frigid temperatures. There was an
interesting, fun and well-received Silent Auction, along with a number of
additional donations supporting KidPack. The final total came in at
approximately $5000! Holy Nativity played a major role in ticket sales,
attendance, donations (including those who baked and contributed all of the
bars for desserts), and Silent Auction contributions and purchases. Many
thanks to everyone involved in some way in this important fundraising
event. You are so very much appreciated! (And thank you Nancy Van Heel
for all you do on the KidPack board!)
The Holy Nativity Senior
Ministry team is proud to
present:

New Senior Ministry Workshop on
DECLUTTERING!
The senior ministry team of Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Invites you
to join us Wednesday, March 13th at 1:00pm for a great new seminar--" Downsizing and Decluttering: Easing the Pain of Transition"
Join Laurie Wrobel of Clutter 911 in an interactive presentation
regarding the downsizing and simplifying process. Whether you are
planning on moving this year, just wanting to simplify, or tips on getting
rid of the clutter in your home, she will answer all of your questions.
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Movie Night For All
When: Thursday, March 21st
Time: 6:00pm
Where: Annex
Bring: Snacks to share
Movie you picked:
“Miss Congeniality”

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, February 19th, 2019
Call to Order: 7:04pm by Bill Hartman
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason
Council Devotions: Rod Moser
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved.
Attendance:
January average YTD weekly attendance 2018 208
January average YTD weekly attendance 2019 203

Join us in the Annex!

BINGO!!
Join us on Tuesday, March 26th at
7:00pm for our next Bingo outing at
Outtakes Bar and Grill in the
Midland Shopping Center (next to
the Cinema Grill at 27th
and Winnetka)

SAVE THE DATE!
Wednesday, March 6th
Ash Wednesday with
Worship and Soup Supper
Saturday, March 9th
TURN YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD!
Sunday, March 10th
Family Movie “Ant Man and Wasp”
Wednesday, March 13th
Senior Event - “Decluttering”
Saturday, March 16th
Men’s Breakfast with
St. James at Papa’s Café
Sunday, March 17th
Pine Ridge Information Meeting
Thursday, March 21st
Movie Night for All
“Miss Congeniality”
Tuesday, March 26th
Bingo at Outtakes
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Financial Report:
NOTES: Income vs. Expenses
The new year has started out on a positive note. Income versus expenses is a
positive balance of $1,834.
The income from the daycare was received in January.
Parking lot income for January-June was received with the new rent increase.
Foundation for Mission. Receipts have been coming in strong; there are still
outstanding pledges.
Memorial Funds report indicates funds that either have small amounts in a
designated fund or designations that should be spent or transferred into an
account that can be used. Finance Ministry Team will be working on this.
Member Offering Analysis has been developed to determine the amount of
offering anticipated/needed each month to meet our 2019 budget
expectations and based on new Stewardship for All Seasons initiatives.
2018 Financial Summary is being completed with plans to share it with the
congregation when giving statements are sent, probably twice annually. The
congregation is financially well. Report M/S/Approved.
OLD BUSINESS –
Building update. Property Ministry Team is in the process of completing a
building audit to determine what areas may need attention.
NEW BUSINESS –
Holy Nativity crosses. [see report from Properties Ministry Team] M/S/
Approved to remove three white metal crosses on the east side of the
property and place them in storage for further action.
PRISM Gala. M/S/Approved to take $2,500 from Outreach Estate Gifts
Benevolence to sponsor PRISM Taste of the ‘Burbs Gala May 9.
Housing allowance for pastors. M/S/Approved 2019 housing allowances for
pastors (per IRS requirement).
PASTOR JASON REPORT
Pastor Ashley is recovering at home following surgery last Wednesday. She
spent four nights in hospital and will be out all this week. She will then be on
vacation (previously scheduled) through Wednesday, February 27th.
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6th-- when begins our usual soup
suppers and worship. The theme this year for worship is “Finding Grace: The
Gospel According to Pixar.” We will view short clips from Disney/Pixar movies
and Pastor Ashley or I will offer a short reflection each week. And, of course,
there will be Holden Evening Prayer.
We have been asked to once again sponsor the annual PRISM Taste of the
‘Burbs Gala (on May 9th). Bronze sponsorship is $1,000 (includes 2 tickets).
Silver sponsorship is $2,500 and the level of our 2018 support (includes 10
tickets and higher recognition via publicity materials and social media).
Continued Page 5

COUNCIL MINUTES continued

This Saturday is the Synod Tool Kit for congregational leaders. You can still sign up at the synod website – www.mplssynod.org.
IRS regulations require that governing boards approve pastor’s housing allowance specifically each year.
My time in the office for the remainder of the week will depend on whether I get called in for jury duty!
MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS
Properties –Mark Chamberlain
The three white metal crosses on the east side of Holy Nativity facing Winnetka Avenue have paint peeling and need to
be repaired or removed. Since the new lighted sign replaced the function of the crosses holding the church sign, they
have no functional purpose other than an aesthetic purpose. Due to the cost of repainting the poles with an
electrostatic paint sprayer, the Properties Committee recommendation is to remove the poles and recycle the metal.
There would not be any cost for taking them down. There would be a cost for painting and refinishing if we decide to
keep them. If, in the future, there is a desire to have a cross installation in that area, a separate project could be
launched to find and fund a replacement to the old crosses. Council may want to allow for discussion around this issue
if anyone has objections to removing them without the intent to replace them.
Closing Prayer. Pastor Jason
Adjourn. M/S/Approved at 8:05pm.

Financial Report: M/S/Approved

Brothers and sisters in Christ... I believe God calls us to come together as a
church, to spread his gospel wherever and however we can. That is why I am so
excited about the new outreach goals you have supported with our “Stewardship
for all Seasons” campaign. In order to accomplish these goals we must also be
good stewards of the resources God has provided for us. In this day and age that
means learning how to do more with less. Just like any family, we operate on a
budget that is based on your support; not just monetarily but also through the
donation of your time and expertise. Your help is needed not only in support of
our outreach programs, but also our building, worship service, and leadership
roles throughout our church. If you have a special skill or time you’re willing to
share in the service of your church, please let us know - we will help find the
right fit for your special talents. You can contact me or any of our staff or
ministry leaders. I’m sure you’ll find serving God through our church a rewarding
experience.
God Bless,
Bill Hartman Church Council President
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Tuesday Morning
Bible Study
Meets weekly in the
Fellowship Hall—10:00-11:00am
Meet with Pastor Jason to discuss
the lectionary readings for the
upcoming Sunday.
All are welcome!

Baptism Class
If you anticipate a baptism in the
future and have not attended a
previous class, please call the church
office. Classes are scheduled as
needed.

Flowers!
The 2019 flower chart is posted
across from the office. Please
consider contributing Sunday altar
flowers. $25 for flowers or plant.
Please sign up.

Endowment – Great Opportunities
What great things happened to you in 2018? We hope it was filled with
wonderful adventures and learning’s.
Have you considered that the few extra dollars you might have could
be contributed to the Endowment Fund at Holy Nativity Church?
Making a contribution to the Endowment Fund contribution is assisting
with increasing the fund value. By increasing the fund value, this increases the distribution of funding grants for projects at Holy Nativity.
The grants have done many great things for everyone at the church.
One grant is the Senior Scholarship for current members who are seniors in high school going on to a college or trade school next year.
Also, grant forms will be going out to the ministry teams shortly. Do
you have a request for a project at Holy Nativity? Let one of the ministry teams know so that your project can be considered for Endowment
funding at Holy Nativity.
Remember --- a gift to the Endowment Fund keeps on giving!
Sincerely, Endowment Committee

Informational Meeting
about Pine Ridge
Mission Trip
Date of meeting: Sunday,
March 17th, at 9:40am in the
lounge.
Dates of trip: July 28th through
August 3rd
Tent camping
Lakota pow wow (Wacipi) on
August 2nd
Service projects on the
reservation.
Visits to some of the sights in the
area
Please come to see if you are
interested in going to visit and
work with these wonderful
native people.
Photo Credit: Nora Leverson
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Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of silent, contemplative prayer in
which we attempt to experience God’s presence within us. Brian
Rajcok introduced us to this method of prayer and a small group
of us have continued to meet, pray, and discuss. We meet the
1st and 3rd Mondays of the month, from 5:30pm to 6:30pm.
We are beginning our new book discussion on March 18th and
would welcome any who would like to join us! The book is “The

Universal Christ: How a Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We See, Hope For, and Believe,” by Richard Rohr. Please
contact Janet Kubly or Kari Johnson if you have questions or
would like to order a book.

