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Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30am & 10:30am
Education hour & Fellowship
9:30am
Communion Celebrated
First and Third Sunday
of each month

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

APRIL
MISSION OFFERING
is designated to
Lutheran Social
Services
LSS helps Minnesotans by
providing a wide range of
human support services
related to the basic
necessities of life, such as
food and shelter, physical
health and safety, and
emotional and spiritual well
being.

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
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APRIL 2019

Our Holy Week Worship
PASSION /PALM SUNDAY – April 14
8:30/10:30am
9:00am Breakfast and Silent Auction
MAUNDY THURSDAY – April 18
7:00pm (with communion)
GOOD FRIDAY – April 19
7:00pm
THE RESURRECTION of OUR LORD (EASTER) – April 21
8:30/10:30am (with communion)
9:30am Fellowship Time
EATING AND SHOPPING ON PALM SUNDAY!
April 14th is Palm Sunday and we will again be having our breakfast and silent auction! If you are interested in donating an item
(or items!) to the auction, please contact Wendy Grimes or the
church office. Donation cut-off date is Sunday, April 10th. The
auction runs from 9:00am-noon.
We are also looking for breakfast item donations. Please sign up on the kiosk if
you are willing to donate something for the breakfast.
Plan to join us from 9:00-11:00am for a delicious breakfast of
eggs, sausage, pancakes, fruit, juice and coffee.
Free-will offering.
THANKS FOR SUPPORTING THE YOUTH!
You are invited to help plant our Easter Garden! Please
bring in cut flowers, flowering plants, or green plants (it’s
your choice!) to decorate the altar area for Easter. Items
should be dropped off Saturday, April 20th between
9:00am and noon. Be sure you put your name on your plant so you
pick up the correct one.
You may also turn in an Easter Flowers envelope with your money
($15) to the office or in the basket in the Narthex (not the offering
plate please!) and we will order flowers for you. Be sure to let us
know by Monday, April 15th if your flowers are in honor and/or
memory of someone so we can put the list in our Easter bulletin.
Feel free to pick up your flowers after the 10:30am Easter Sunday
service so they can decorate your own home!

The Holy Nativity Senior
Ministry team is proud to
present:

We will continue to have a new
Senior forum the second
Wednesday of each month.
As always we welcome
everyone's input. If you have a
topic you would be interested in
having us do a forum about,
please contact Mary Lazerine at
763-544-7221 or Dale Wilson at
952-472-6610.

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study
Meets weekly in the
Fellowship Hall—10:00-11:00am
Meet with Pastor Jason to
discuss the lectionary readings
for the upcoming Sunday.
All are welcome!

Baptism Class
If you anticipate a baptism in the
future and have not attended a
previous class, please call the
church office. Classes are scheduled
as needed.

Flowers!
The 2019 flower chart is posted
across from the office. Please
consider contributing Sunday altar
flowers. $25 for flowers or plant.
Please sign up.

BINGO!!
Join us on Tuesday, April 30th at
7:00pm for our next Bingo outing at
Outtakes Bar and Grill in the
Midland Shopping Center (next to
the Cinema Grill at 27th
and Winnetka)
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Continue to join us on Wednesday evenings (through April
10th) at 5:30pm for our Lenten
soup suppers and 7:00pm worship.
Our Lenten series “Finding
Grace: The Gospel According to
Pixar ” continues on April 3rd
with “Monsters, Inc.” and on
April 10th with “Cars.”

PASTORAL ACTS:
Baptism: 3/3 Avery Schons
3/3 Hayla Crawford

Blood Drive
The next Holy Nativity Blood
Drive will be April 11th from
3:30pm to 6:30pm. Sign up at
MBC.org using donor code 0067
or contact Karen Adamson at
Kadamson56@gmail.com

Wednesday Night Book Club Information for April/May
Looking ahead, our next Wednesday Night Book
Study will be held April 24th and May 1st (6:007:00pm in the lounge). We will read and discuss
“The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death Row,” by Anthony Ray Hinton.
In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with two counts
of capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, confused, and only twenty-nine
years old, Hinton knew that it was a case of mistaken identity and believed that the truth would prove his innocence and ultimately set him
free.
The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary testament to the power of hope
sustained through the darkest times. Hinton’s memoir tells his dramatic
thirty-year journey and shows how you can take away a man’s freedom, but you can’t take away his imagination, humor, or joy.
The sign-up sheet, as well as a more detailed description of the book, is
posted on the kiosk. We will be ordering copies of the book. Current
book cost is $15.00 for hardcover and $18.00 for paperback (or you
may purchase it on your own). Scholarship dollars are available (please
talk to Kari about this). The sign-up sheet as well as a more detailed description of the book will be posted on the kiosk.
If you have questions, please see Pastor Jason or Kari Johnson. You may
also email Kari if you would like a book ordered:
karijohnson1@hotmail.com.

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER
By Tom Wiblishauser
From dripping roof dams and icicles
to clogged sump pumps…..
Minnesota, We Love It! If you heard
a beeping from the furnace room
just south of the Sanctuary during
March, it was the water gauge on
the sump pump that needed to be
repaired. While the temporary
solution was to pull out the red
beeping light plug, many thanks to
the property team of Kirby Miller,
Verne Erickson and Mark
Chamberlain who replaced the same
switch in the Daycare last summer
and now this one.
During the first week of March I was
able to carpet shampoo the entire
Daycare as well as our offices,
conference room, music office,
Sacristy and halls. I plan to finish
the Narthex, Sanctuary, Family
Lounge and remaining halls this
month. If you see anything that
needs cleaning, just let me or the
office know.
The Property Team has set the
Spring Clean- Up for Saturday, May
18th from 9:00am until noon. Hope
to see you there!

SENIOR FITNESS
By Tom Wiblishauser
Use it or lose it! Walk, stretch
and improve your balance to
enhance your lifestyle.
Strengthen weary muscles,
stretch stiff joints or ligaments
and slightly increase your
heartbeat to discover the new
you! This fitness class meets in
the Fellowship Hall every
Tuesday morning from 9:30am to
9:55am before Bible Study. Hope
to see you there!

Book Look
Oprah Winfrey says, “If you’re looking to be charmed
right out of your own life for a few hours, sit down
with this wise and winsome novel”. This describes
The Little Paris Bookshop by Nina George.
Monsieur Perdu is a literary apothecary. From his
floating bookstore in a barge on the Seine, he
prescribes novels for the hardships of life. Using his
intuitive feel for the exact book a reader needs,
Perdu mends broken hearts and souls. The only person he can’t seem
to heal is himself; he’s still haunted by the heartbreak after his great
love disappeared. She left him with only a letter he has never opened.
After Perdu is finally tempted to read the letter, he hauls anchor and
departs on a mission to the south of France, hoping to make peace
with his loss and discover the end of the story. He dispenses his books
and his wisdom along the way, showing that the literary world can take
the human soul on a journey to heal itself.
An international bestseller filled with warmth and adventure, The Little
Paris Bookshop is a love letter to books, meant for anyone who
believes in the power of power of stories to shape people’s lives.
The Holy Nativity Senior
Ministry team is proud to
present:

New Senior Ministry Workshop on
BECOMING A DEMENTIA-FRIENDLY COMMUNITY
Wednesday, April 10th, 1:00pm
So many of us are touched by this disease, but need resources to understand
dementia. We must also wipe out the stigma that comes along with meeting,
greeting and caring for a person who has dementia.
Join us as we give tips, information, education and most of all a way to reach a
person with any form of dementia.
This session is for anyone and everyone who attends church, has family/
friends/loved ones who are living with this disease or you work/volunteer in a
long-term care community. The clergy, administrative staff & ministry teams
of all churches are encouraged to attend to empower your church to be a
Dementia Friendly Community.
The session will start at 1:00pm, followed by a question & answer session.
Also, we will have information on training sessions following this meeting that
you will be able to sign up for in the coming months.
Tina Haugstad from A+ Dementia Trainers and a member of Holy Nativity
Church will be providing this series and continued training at Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church.
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Movie Night For All
When: Thursday, April 25th
Time: 6:00pm
Where: Annex
Bring: Snacks to share
Movie you picked: “Gifted”
Join us in the Annex!

SPRING SALAD SUPPER
Tuesday, April 30th at 6:00pm
Bring a salad to share!
Bring a spoon! Bring a friend!
Entertainment — door prizes —
no charge!
Quilt Raffle!

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, April 6
Communion Class

Please sign up on the kiosk in the
Narthex).
Entertainment will be by the
“Treble Tones”

Wednesday, April 10
Senior Event “Dementia”
Thursday, April 11
Blood Drive
Friday, April 12
JOY Lunch and Bingo

THE RAPTORS ARE
COMING!

Sunday, April 14
Pancake Breakfast and
Silent Auction
Thursday, April 18
Maundy Thursday Worship
Friday, April 19
Good Friday Worship
Sunday, April 21
EASTER!!!
Wednesday, April 24
Book Study
Saturday, April 28
Raptor Event
Sunday, April 29
Intergenerational Potluck and
“Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood”
Movie Event
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The Raptor Center is coming
here to Holy Nativity on
Saturday, April 27th at 10:00am!
It’s a one hour long program with
three raptors (such as a vulture,
hawk, owl, or falcon) and an
eagle! Cost is $3.00 per person.
What a great deal as it’s usually
$5.50 or $8.00 if you go to the
center. Sign up on the kiosk!
Our thoughts and
prayers go out to:
~ Lyndsey Wedll on
the death of her father
\

“Blessed are those who mourn for they
will be comforted” ~~ Matthew 5:4

QUILT RAFFLE!
Spring is coming and as
part of the Spring Salad
Supper the Holy Nativity
Quilters will be displaying their
quilts and holding their annual quilt
raffle. Three lucky winners of the
drawing at the Salad Supper will be
able to pick their choice from the
many interesting and colorful quilts
on display. Tickets are $2 each or 3
for $5 and will be on sale Sunday,
April 14th (before the 8:30am service) and April 28th in the Narthex.
Tickets will also be on sale the night
of the Salad Supper. You do not
need to be present to win. Proceeds from the sale go to buy needed quilting supplies.
If you would enjoy being part of the
group that created these beautiful
quilts, come join us Thursday mornings at 9:00am in the Fellowship
Hall. There is coffee, goodies and
good fellowship. Holy Nativity quilts
go to Families Moving Forward, Basil
Braveheart and Sister Barb on the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, Habitat for Humanity, Mission Farms
Women’s Shelter and lap robes to
Ambassador Care Center. Thank
you for your support of the quilters
in past years.

J.O.Y (JUST OLDER YOUTH!
FOOD—FUN—FELLOWSHIP!!
WHO: J.O Y
WHAT: Lunch and Bingo
WHEN: Friday, April 12th,
11:30am
WHERE: Fellowship Hall
WHY? Because we like you!!!
Please join us for a catered lunch
(with dessert!) and many rousing
games of BINGO!
RSVP by Monday, April 8th by
signing up on the kiosk or calling
the office.

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, March 19th, 2019
Call to Order: 7:02pm by Bill Hartman
Opening Prayer: Pastor Ashley
Council Devotions: Deb Peterson
shared devotions based on “Surprised
by Joy” by C.S.Lewis.
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved.
Attendance:
February 2018 194
YTD 2018 201
February 2019 206
YTD 2019 204
Financial Report: M/S/Approved.
Income vs Expenses
1. The February income versus
expenses was a negative balance.
Because of this, the year to date
balance is a negative ($6,400). But, the
planned budget has a negative balance
at the end of February. Therefore, at
this point the deficit is
only ($1,000) more than planned.
2. The biggest concern at this point is
that the income is around $7,000 less
than plan. This needs to be closely
monitored.
The good news is that the expenses are
less than planned.
4. The income from the daycare was
received in February.
OLD BUSINESS –
Building /Capital Campaign update.
The council will need to adopt a plan to
present to the congregation at the May
congregational meeting regarding
estate gift funds. Capital campaign and
building reserve funds could also be
considered as part of the larger plan.
Paying off the mortgage will already be
on the table at the congregational
meeting due to a motion at the
previous congregational meeting.
NEW BUSINESS –
Nominating Committee.
The committee shall include two
outgoing council members and three
congregation members at large.
Outgoing council members:
Beth Benedict (eligible for re-election)
elected to stay on Stewardship
Committee but not on council
Lori Cowman (eligible for re-election)
not seeking re-election
Ted Davis (not eligible for re-election)
Brian Eklund (not eligible for reelection)

Lori Cowman and Brian Eklund
volunteered to serve on the nominating
committee. Three additional members
are needed to fill out the committee.
The Pastors will assist in this process.
Endowment Committee.
The Endowment Fund application for
funds was distributed to council
members with encouragement to
submit proposals.
Families Moving Forward
The Outreach Committee is partnering
with House of Hope and St. James
Lutheran Churches to support Families
Moving Forward when St. James hosts
several families there after Easter.
M/S/Approved to provide the FMF
families being served at St. James with a
small package of personal care items
they can take with them, the total
amount not to exceed a total of $500,
and to be taken from the Estate
Benevolence/Outreach Funds.
Holy Nativity Block Party
The Outreach and Youth Ministry teams
have begun early conversations around
planning a neighborhood style block
party at Holy Nativity. The main focus of
the event would be a fundraising effort
for our youth ministry. There is a
significant outreach component of this
idea as well, with community
engagement and good-will to illustrate
Holy Nativity’s standing in the
community. Preliminary planning
including checking with the City of New
Hope regarding permits required, as
well as projections for expenses, food,
ticketing, restrooms, entertainment and
security, has begun. Before proceeding,
it is felt that an event of this kind will
have a significantly higher turnout and
advertising reach if we sell beer at the
event; in fact it is likely crucial to the
success of the event. Planning for an
event of this magnitude needs
preliminary approval to continue.
M/S/Approved to serve beer, the event
to take place in September, 2019 for the
purpose of outreach to the community
and fundraising for our church
programming.
Hospitality Team
The Hospitality team is in conversation

with a graphic artist to update our
media.
Senior Ministry
The educational offerings for seniors
have been well received and growing in
popularity. April 10th program has a
focus on dementia.
PASTOR JASON REPORT
Lent continues with Wednesday evening
soup suppers and worship (Finding
Grace: The Gospel According to Pixar)
through April 10th.
The annual PRISM Taste of the ‘Burbs
Gala is May 9th at the International
Market Square in Minneapolis. Tickets
are $85 and can be reserved through
the church office.
Our Habitat for Humanity work weeks
are going to be July 8-12 and July 15-17.
We will be publicizing this soon and
encouraging people to volunteer to
work one or multiple days. It looks like
we will be working with volunteers from
Calvary and Valley of Peace. The
worksite will be in Richfield. I’ll have
more information after a meeting on
April 8.
As I’ve mentioned before, the Wildfire
pastors have been discussing new ways
that our eight congregations can work
together. You hopefully saw my e-mail
last week about an upcoming meeting
of our councils to continue this
discussion. I will let you know what the
meeting date will be based on the poll
you should have filled out online.
Please make it a priority to be there!
This is on the agenda as well, but I
would like to emphasize that we must
have a plan for the Paulson estate gift
by the May congregational meeting.
That means we have to endorse a plan
at our April council meeting. Paying off
the mortgage will be one item already
on the agenda, which we can endorse
or not.
PASTOR ASHLEY REPORT
I want to say a HUGE “thank-you” for all
the cards, meals, and help that have
been offered in the last 4 weeks.
My 2019 has not been what I thought it
would be—but that’s beginning to
change. I’m so grateful for this
community
and your support. Here’s to continued
healing, and soon!
In April, I’ll be beginning a six-month
Continued Page 6
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COUNCIL MINUTES continued
training on developing an intergenerational lens. It’s a cohort-style, video-conferencing training that will help me see the
opportunities for intergenerational experiences here at Holy Nativity. This was one of our Stewardship for All Seasons focus-points,
so I’m excited to learn and then try some new things!
Palm Sunday Breakfast and Silent Auction is Sunday, April 14. Please plan to come and support our youth!
Our Lenten Theme: The Gospel According to Pixar, is off to a great start! Keep joining us for soup at 5:30 and worship at 7!
Closing Prayer. Pastor Jason
Adjourn. M/S/Approved at 8:02pm.
Financial Summary
Actual Income
Actual Expenses
Operating Surplus/Deficit
Surplus/Deficit start of year
YTD Surplus/Deficit

Operational
Funding
February
$30,854.80
$(39,089.47)
$(8,234.67)
$1,834.68
$(6,399.99)

Year to Date Financials
YTD Actual
YTD Plan
72,927.21
$79,999.00
(79,327.20)
$(85,326.22)
$(6,399.99)
$(5,327.22)
Difference
from Plan
$(1,072.77)

Benevolent Support
(Kid Pack, Pine Ridge, PRISM…..)
During February Holy Nativity provided external financial support to the following programs:
ELCA, Crisis Nursery
Capital Campaign
3 year Budget
Amount Pledged
Available Funds

The Pastor’s Word
“It’s a beautiful day in this neighborhood, a
beautiful day for a neighbor. Would you by
mine? Could you be mine? Won’t you be my
neighbor?”
This is the catchy theme song from one of
the most beloved television shows of all time:
Mister Roger’s Neighborhood. Just
reading the lyrics prompts us to sing along,
and we’re flooded with warm feelings of
childhood—either our own, or our children’s.
I loved Mister Rogers as a kid. His show was
a safe space, his demeanor was gentle and
kind, and he always taught me something
new. But even more importantly, he taught
me about empathy and caring for others in a
way few television shows have since. He
recognized that children have all the feelings
and thoughts of adults, but need a unique
way to express and explore them. His
neighborhood was just the place.
But Mister Rogers wasn’t just a gentle and
kind man. He was also radical. He tackled
society’s tough issues and wasn’t afraid to
talk about anything. He mirrored what was
going on in real life—the good and the bad—
and helped children (and their parents!)
process it through puppets, make-believe,
and honesty.
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$200,000.00
$174,936.24
$106,334.43

Work is currently on hold, until this
spring, when the outside work on
the leaking cupola can be completed

In 2018, a documentary was made about
Mister Rogers—the television show, and the
man. Entitled Won’t You Be My Neighbor, it’s
a heartwarming film that provides
opportunities for nostalgia, inspires with
hope, and creates conversations that bridge
generations, just as his show did.

reminded that we are all neighbors, one to
another. We need each other, and we need
opportunities to connect. We need safe
spaces to process what’s going on in the
world, and be reminded that regardless of
what we see in the media, love and empathy
are happening around us.

We’ll be showing this documentary here
at Holy Nativity on Sunday evening, April
28. This is an intergenerational event—we
are hoping that people of all life stages will
come and join us. Whether you are old or
young, single or married or with kids, or
whether you are more familiar with Daniel
Tiger’s Neighborhood than Mister Roger’s—
you are welcome. We want you with us!

Mister Rogers thought the most important
thing you could teach a person was that they
were loved and capable of loving. Come be
reminded, in intergenerational
community, through the fun and nostalgia
of Mister Rogers, that you are, indeed,
loved and capable of loving.

The evening will begin with a pot-luck
meal, and then we will watch the movie.
We’ll close with thirty minutes of
discussion about what we’ve just seen.
Here’s the schedule:
5:30-6:00, Pot-Luck
6:00-7:30, Movie
7:30-8:00, Discussion
I know it’s a busy time of year. I know it’s
hard on Sunday evenings to get back out for
another activity. So why should you give up
2.5 hours of your time for this event?
Because in watching the film, we are

Your neighbor, Pastor Ashley

