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Rally Day
Is Sunday,
September 8th!
Worship times return to
8:30 & 10:30am
Education Hour returns to
9:30am

Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30am & 10:30am
(9:30 on September 1st)
EDUCATION HOUR &
FELLOWSHIP TIME:
9:30am
Communion Celebrated
First and Third Sunday
of each month
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
Remember, all are
invited to Pastor
Ashley’s wedding
on October 12th at
2:00pm, with a
cake reception to follow.
Check the kiosk for more
information.

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
CELEBRATING 60+ YEARS!
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Rally Sunday Family Event
Sunday, September 8th from 4:00—6:00pm
Holy Nativity has booked the St. Louis Park Roller Gardens
(5622 W. Lake Street) for a FREE, private family (and their guests) roller
skating party. We are covering the entry fee, skate rental and are bringing in
cupcakes! You will be on your own for other food items purchased there.
No need to skate—you can just come and watch the fun!
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with current information on a wide range of topics.

The Forum on September 11th, 2019 from 1:00-3:00pm will focus on
Medicare and the many insurance supplements available to Seniors. There
have been many changes to these programs during the past year. Our expert,
Gene Montanez, will be there to help you understand how they affect you
and answer your questions. This is one of our most popular Forums. If you
are on Medicare or will be joining Medicare this year, you need to attend!
If you have a topic you feel would make a good Senior Forum, contact Bill
Hartman or Mary Lazerine.
God’s Work, Our Hands Day 2019 is Saturday,
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will gather that morning, from 9am to noon,
R HA
NDS
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Global Health Ministries in Fridley. Global Health Ministries is
a Lutheran ministry that works to provide medical supplies and funding for
Lutheran healthcare missionaries. We will be sorting medical supplies so they
can be packed and sent overseas to hospitals and clinics that need them. All
ages are encouraged to participate! Coffee and muffins/doughnuts will be
available beginning at 9am, followed by a blessing and then we’ll get to work!
Global Health Ministries is located at 7831 Hickory St. NE, Fridley.
What a great event for all ages!!!
Plan to join us on Sunday,
September 29th during
Fellowship hour to
celebrate and thank Kari
Johnson for her many years of
ministry to Holy Nativity.

Last chance to pick up
and donate to the Youth
Red Envelope fundraiser.
September 1st is the final deadline!
Remember - anonymous donor will
match if all envelopes are taken and
returned with their amounts!

o

Movie Night For All
When: Thursday, September 19th
Time: 6:00pm
Where: Annex
Bring: Snacks to share
Movie: “a Dog’s Purpose”
Join us in the Annex!

BINGO!!
Join us on Tuesday, September 24th
at 7:00pm for our next Bingo outing
at Outtakes Bar and Grill in the
Midland Shopping Center (next to the
Cinema Grill at 27th
and Winnetka)

SAVE THE DATE!
Monday, September 2nd
Labor Day - Office Closed
Saturday, September 7th
God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday, September 8th
RALLY DAY
Roller Skating
Wednesday, September 11th
Senior Event “Medicare”
Saturday, September 14th
Men’s Breakfast
Sunday, September 22nd
Plant and Produce Swap
Sunday, September 29th
St. Paul Gangster and Cave Tour
Saturday, October 5th
Youth at Valley Scare
Sunday, October 6th
Purse Bingo
Saturday, October 12th
Pastor Ashley’s Wedding
Friday, October 25th
Trunk or Treat
Saturday, November 23rd
Bake Sale
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The Pastor’s Word
As we near the end of the summer and prepare to begin a new program year,
I have been thinking about the difference between these two parts of the
year. Summer is wonderful, especially in Minnesota, because of the weather
and the beautiful outdoors that we are able to experience. But the other
three seasons that make up the program year, or school year, have their
benefits as well. Yet somehow summer has a unique feel that is perhaps
unrelated to the weather. Summer is just more unscripted than the rest of
the year. Summer is for many of us much more unscheduled than the rest of
the year. Whether it is weekends at the cabin or random walks to the park or
a last-minute decision to head downtown and catch a Twins game, it feels (at
least to me) like there is more freedom when it comes to summer. And I like
that freedom to an extent. But I also like routine. I like to know what my
schedule is going to be. Which is why as much as I enjoy summer, I always
enjoy the beginning of the program year and the arrival of fall. Yes, summer
may be ending, but the arrival of fall brings the beginning of other things.
So I invite you to consider adding some new things to your routine as fall
begins. First and foremost, of course, the routine of regular worship
attendance is important! I know how easy it is to get out of the habit of
regular worship attendance, especially over the summer. But consider
making a commitment to regular attendance at worship. There is nothing
else like getting fed through word and sacrament in a community of faith.
Beyond that core part of being the church, there are many other places to
plug yourself in. Our Nativity Choir is a great choir and they would welcome
your participation. Holy Nativity Book Club reads a number of books
throughout the year and meets on Wednesday nights to discuss them. (Look
for details on our first book and dates coming soon!) Tuesday morning Bible
study is open to anyone who is interested. We meet on Tuesdays at 10:00am
and this year we’ll begin the year by studying the book of Revelation! These,
of course, are just a few examples. Read the rest of this newsletter to find
many more!
Finally, if you have school-aged children, there are tons of ways to get them
involved and deepen their faith. Sunday School on Sunday mornings,
Choristers kids’ choir, confirmation, and high school youth events are just
some of the ways to get your kids involved in faith formation here at Holy
Nativity.
As fall begins and our school/program year routines start to form, I hope you
will make a point of including Holy Nativity in that new routine.
In God’s amazing grace, Pastor Jason
The Martha Circle will be joining the Elizabeth Circle! Their first meeting will
be Tuesday, September 10th at 1:00pm in the HN lounge. After that, they will
meet the 1st Tuesday of each month.
They would love to have you join them. Feel free to contact Dorothy Jorenby
(763-315-0220) with any questions.
The Sarah Circle meets on the 4th Monday each month at 1:00pm in the HN
Lounge. Their September meeting includes cleaning the kitchen. (Thank you
for that!) New members are encouraged. Contact Dianne Ranke 763-4338128.

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER
By Tom Wiblishauser
PEW CUSHION and
SIDEWALK REVIVAL
I recently discovered a way to repair
worn spots of Sanctuary pew
cushions with an iron-on repair
patch that matches the maroon
color quite well and may give us
many more years of cushion life. I
was also able to repair the front
entrance cement sidewalk that was
breaking apart to provide a safer
entry for all. I continue to dance
with the carpet shampooer thoughout the church until Rally Sunday.
Many thanks to the Word of Life
children. I was able to corral with
parent approval (during a Friday
prep day for the July 20th wedding
of David & Angelika) to help pull
weeds around the perimeter of the
church. Also, thanks to Verne and
Dorothy Erickson for recently
disassembling the ice machine and
cleaning it. Thanks to all Altar Guild
members who help keep the
Sanctuary clean all year and all
other church members for cleaning
or reminding me what needs to be
cleaned.

Members with Mobility
Challenges (MMC)
MMC is a Christian-Based
Support Group for living
positively with challenges
ambulating. Members exchange
information, feelings, hopes, joy,
grief, concerns, and offer
encouragement.
MMC Group meets the first
Saturday every month in the HNLC
Lounge from 9:00-11:00 am.
Call/text Karen Carlson 612-3082024.

Book Look
The Boston Girl follows one woman’s life through a period of
dramatic change. Watching Addie Baum escape the
constrictions of her upbringing, find ways through literature and
work to broaden her own appreciation of the world, and in
retrospect draw the outlines of a life fully lived is engrossing and
captivating. Anita Diamant creates a wonderful portrait of a woman who both
expresses and helps create the definition of modern woman. And she does so
while making the early years of the past century come to full-blooded life.
“The Miami Herald” says, “The Boston Girl convincingly traces the story of a
scrappy, intelligent immigrant who does more than merely survive the
twentieth century; she embraces it all—tragedies, joys, and the humdrum—
with unflagging passion.”

SENIOR FITNESS
OUTREACH
By Tom Wiblishauser
V-8 HEALTHY GREENS!
Karen and I discovered a new drink
this summer with antioxidants,
vitamins A&C that provides 1 ½
servings of veggies, ½ serving of fruit
with no sugar added or artificial
sweeteners or preservatives. It is
also non-GMO, gluten-free and has
apples, yellow carrots, spinach,
pineapple, cucumber, celery, kale,
romaine lettuce and green bell
pepper at only 90 calories, 17 grams
of sugar per 12 oz. Boost your
morning nutrition and dilute with
50% water to cut the sugar in half.
Available on Amazon.
Sunday, September 22nd
(8:15am-noon) we are
having a Plant and
Produce Swap. Bring
your extra plants (hostas, etc.) and
produce to the patio and leave them
for someone to take. Feel free to
take something yourself (even if you
didn’t bring anything to swap! )
Please label your plants and add
care instructions if necessary.

The Holy Nativity Fossils
Softball team just
completed their 44th
season by defeating the
Holy Nativity Disciples to finish in
first place in the Crystal church
league. The Fossils and the
Disciples split their two meetings
this year. Jim Monner coaches the
Disciples and Bob Madsen coached
the Fossils since their inception in
1976. The Fossils started at St.
James Lutheran and switched to
Holy Nativity as the team
members changed churches.

A heart-felt and sincere Thank You
for the many cards, remembrances,
phone calls and prayers we received
when John’s 62 year old son Dan
suddenly passed away in July. And
also for Geri’s son’-in-law Sean Ness
who slipped on the ice and died
instantly last December.
~~ John and Geri Lingen
Our thoughts and prayers go
out to:
~ the family of Bob Moe
“Blessed are those who mourn for
they will be comforted”
~ Matthew 5:4
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Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, August 20th, 2019
Call to Order: The meeting was
called to order at 7:04pm by
President Lori Cowman.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason
Council Devotions: Alice Loddigs
Secretary’s Report:
Thank you’s for gifts given from Holy
Nativity have been received from
PRISM, Habitat for Humanity, Dinner
at Your Door.
Attendance:
July 2018 117
YTD 2018 180
July 2019 192
YTD 2019 181
Report M/S/Approved
OLD BUSINESS –
ADA Compliance/Indoor Air Quality
Pastor Jason had conversations with
the New Hope Fire Marshall, who
determined that Holy Nativity is in
compliance with local fire code.
Reading of the Minnesota Clean
Indoor Act pertains only to
smoking and the Minnesota
Disabilities Act exempts religious
organizations. Further, Jason had
conversation with Basil Braveheart
who leads the events that use sage
to smudge/cleanse the space. He
indicated it is similar to those in the
Catholic Church who use incense,
and when he learned that someone
in our community had an adverse
health incident because of the
sage, he offered to refrain from
burning sage at his events. There
was consensus on the council that
we will continue to be ADA aware
as we make improvements to the
building.
Day care center fence update - no
update
Parking Lot cement update - no
update
Word of Life contract. The contract
has been signed and returned. The
new rent is $2000/month.
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Volunteer update. The Hospitality
Ministry Team is taking on the task
of connecting congregation
members who are interested in
volunteering with congregational
needs. They are developing a Time/
Talent card to be used on Sunday
September 8. Any additional ideas
should be directed to Tina
Haugstad.
NEW BUSINESS –
Personnel update. The last day for
Kari Johnson, Director of Christian
Education, is August 31. Current
staff will take over several of her
duties, and a Sunday School Director
is being sought.
PASTOR’S REPORTS
Pastor Jason
Five Holy Nativity members have
attended trainings through the
Wildfire community organizing
initiative and will be doing one-onones both within Holy Nativity and
in the community.
The insert for the second column of
the columbarium has been
installed.
God’s Work, Our Hands day is
Saturday, September 7. We will
volunteer with our Wildfire
partners at Global Health Ministries
in Fridley from 9-noon.
Everything is soon beginning again!
Rally Day is Sunday, September 8.
That is also the first day of our
program year Sunday morning
schedule. Worship at 8:30am and
10:30am. Education at 9:30am.
We have been supporting Tapestry,
a mission congregation in our
synod, for the last three years (at
$2,000 per year from Estate Gifts –
Benevolence). Tapestry is not yet
self-sufficient financially, so they
have asked if we would consider
continuing our support. It is my

recommendation that we continue
annual support. Tapestry is a
bilingual congregation. In addition
to Sunday ministries, they work
with immigrants by providing
English classes, community meals
and providing advocacy around
housing and immigration issues.
M/S/Approved to continue support
of Tapestry for one more year at
$2000.00.
Pastor Ashley
We are gearing up for Fall!
Confirmation begins on September
18, with 31 students participating.
We are adding a Senior High Forum
each Sunday morning. These will be
taught in rotation by myself, Wendy
and Lori Cowman. 10-12th graders
will meet in the lounge during the
education hour.
As Kari Johnson’s time comes to a
close, it might be helpful to know
that Wendy is taking over the
coordination of Wednesday Night
Dinners, so those will continue. I
will be taking over the
administrative components of
Confirmation that Kari managed.
We are still looking for a Sunday
School Director!
Another year of Wildfire
collaboration is planned, with
Confirmation students meeting
each month for fellowship and
service.
The Wildfire Organizing
Collaboration is also continuing—
the next step is an in-reach
program, where members of our
congregation will be visited for
listening sessions.
Equipping Parents, a new initiative
to provide parental support to our
community, is up and running. Two
speakers are scheduled for the
fall—October and November. Two
more to come in Spring. This is one
exciting program coming from our
Stewardship for All Seasons
initiative this year.
Continued Page 5

COUNCIL MINUTES continued

I am taking some continuing
education time the week of
September 9-13. It will be a
combination of reading and
visioning for the upcoming year
and a trip to Colorado. Group
Mission Trips has asked me to help
develop the spiritual programming
for their mission trips next
summer, and I am excited to be on
the team!
Closing Prayer. Pastor Ashley
Adjourn. M/S/Approved at 7:57 pm

KidPack— fighting
child hunger
With the start-up of the school year,
our Holy Nativity KidPack program will
again begin. Your September Mission
Offering is critical to the funding
required to keep this important
program operating.
Our KidPack program partners with
The Sheridan Story for food sourcing.
The program works on an opt-in basis—
the parent(s) of every student are given
a form to complete to request a weekly
bag of nutritious food designed to feed
a family for one meal. Holy Nativity’s
role in the program is the weekly
distribution of the meal bags at
Meadow Lake School, and of course,

Financial Report: The financial report was received and entered into the
record
NOTES: Income vs Expenses
1. The actual 2019 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) as of July 31 is roughly
($15,600). When compared to the July 31, 2018 YTD operating surplus
(deficit) of roughly ($33,600) the financial picture is better than a year
ago. However, it should be noted the 2018 YTD financials
were likely worse due to roughly $15,000 of 2018 offerings/pledges being
paid at the end of 2017.
2. When the 2019 YTD actual deficit of roughly ($15,500) is compared to the
2019 YTD budgeted surplus of roughly $2,000, we are behind where we
planned to be at the end of June by roughly ($17,500). However, this can
be a little misleading because if you dig a little deeper into the numbers, we
are roughly ($39,000) below where we planned to be with income and
have spent roughly ($21,500) less on expenses. A majority of the expense
savings are due to not spending much on the new SAS program. In order to
follow through on the new SAS program, we either need actual offerings to
catch up to the budgeted amount relatively soon or other money/funds
would need to be used in order to move forward and cover any expenses
related to the new SAS program.

the cost of the food. Of the 700
students at Meadow Lake last year,
approximately 1/3 of their families
opted to receive weekend
supplemental food bags.
The Sheridan Story also fundraises so
that the school programs involved are
currently asked to cover ONLY the cost
of the foods provided weekly to the
children. The Sheridan Story fundraises
to cover the costs of warehouse space,
delivery trucks, economical
procurement of the food, inventory
management, running voluntary food
packing events, and the ongoing
delivery of food to the schools involved
in the program.

Contact Kirsten Kessel at 763-458-7332/
deaconkkflcc@gmail.com.
Wildfire KidPack Challenge! One person
has contributed $5000 to our KidPack
cost for the 2019/2020 school year! The
challenge is to each of the six Wildfire
KidPack congregations to match the
$5000 gift! That’s Elim, Faith Lilac Way,
First, Holy Nativity, House of Hope and St
James. If each congregation can raise
$5000, we’ll be within $5000 of the
school-year goal! Our target date is
September 30th. Please prayerfully
consider how much you might
contribute. Also, how can the Holy
Nativity congregation work together to
achieve the $5000 goal? Please share
ideas with Nancy VanHeel 763-559-1190.

Distribution volunteers are needed on
Fridays throughout the school year.
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Helping All Know God’s Love
Over the last several months, the Hospitality Ministry Team has been working on changing our logo. Changing a logo is
often referred to as “rebranding,” and at the core, it’s about creating a symbol—or a visual reminder—of an
organization’s mission and identity.
Here at Holy Nativity, our mission is this:
Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church
is a welcoming community dedicated to helping all know
God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.
In changing our logo, we are simply hoping to create an image that better reflects this mission.
You’ll find the new logo at the bottom of this article. In next month’s Tidings, you’ll be able to read about how the logo
reflects our mission. As you can see, the cross remains central to who we are—it’s the love of God poured out for us on
the cross that enables us to share that love among ever-widening circles of our neighborhood and community. This is
our mission, and it is beautifully reflected in the new logo. We’re excited to share it with you!
We’ll be using this logo across all of our various platforms, print and electronic: in the bulletin, the newsletter, at the
bottom of emails, etc. Using it often and in all of our communication will mean that people (within and beyond our
walls) will begin associating Holy Nativity with the logo—and because the logo reflects our mission, people will then be
able to associate Holy Nativity with our mission. We might not remember all the words, but the image will spark in us
reminders about who we are and how God is leading us.
The large cross and crèche in our sanctuary will remain. That is a part of our worship space that reflects our name, Holy
Nativity. The intent of the logo is to reflect our mission.
Our hospitality team has been working tirelessly on this, and we’re so grateful for their hard work and good
stewardship of our resources. If you have any interest in serving on the Hospitality Ministry Team, talk to Rick Grimes,
Deb Gartner, or Tina Haugstad. We would love to have you!

Wednesday Night Book Club will resume October 16th!
We hope you’ll join us October 16th, 23th, and 30th from 6:00-7:00pm as we read and discuss “Dear
Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US,” by Lenny Duncan.
Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, he is now a black preacher in the whitest denomination in the United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of
Duncan's denomination and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the narrative of
church decline and calls everyone--leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the church’s renewal through racial
equality and justice.
More information about the book, as well as a sign-up sheet for participating and ordering the book will be posted on
the kiosk (or you may purchase the book on your own).
Please see Pastor Jason if you have questions.
Please begin collecting gently used (or new) purses and wallets, etc. to donate as we have scheduled another
Purse Bingo for Sunday, October 6th!
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