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Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30am & 10:30am
Education hour/ Fellowship:
9:30am
Communion Celebrated
First and Third Sunday
of each month
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
OCTOBER
MISSION OFFERING
is designated to
FAMILIES IN NEED

A discretionary fund
overseen by the pastors
to help in a crisis
situation
We have scheduled
another Purse Bingo
for Sunday, October
13th at 1:30pm! No
charge, just bring a snack to
share. Please begin collecting
gently used (or new) purses and
wallets, etc. to donate. You can
bring them into the office any
time.

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
CELEBRATING 60+ YEARS!

OCTOBER 2019

&
Halloween Family Party
Trunk-or-Treat!

Join us for a not-scary, family-friendly
Halloween event with a pizza dinner (free-will
offering) and games and activities from 5:30 –
th
6:30pm, followed by Trunk-or-Treat in the
5
2
er
Friday, Octob
parking lot (or indoors in case of rain)! All ages
5:30 – 7:00pm
are encouraged to dress up – kids to adults – in
family-friendly costumes (no blood, weapons or scary masks, please) and
enjoy pizza, games, music, and crafts!
Then anyone is invited to park their car in the lot for Trunk-or-Treat which
begins at 6:30pm. Trunk-or-treating is a fun and safe alternative to trick-ortreating where kids go from parked car to parked car within the parking lot.
Drivers, you are encouraged to decorate the trunk of your car as extravagantly
as you wish and provide candy or other treats to give to our trunk-or-treaters!
This is a HUGE event with hundreds of people from the community attending so
volunteers are needed! Please note on the sign-up sheets or contact Lisa or
Linda in the church office if you can help. We need:
1. Decorators (Thursday evening, Friday morning or Friday afternoon)
2. Kitchen help (serve pizza, clean up)
3. Game and craft helpers
4. Donations of decorations and prizes – see list of what’s needed on kiosk.
This event is being organized by the Parish Life, Hospitality, Youth, Outreach
and Property Ministry Teams, and Holy Nativity Christian Child Care Center.

Empowering Parents as their Children’s Primary Sexuality Educators
Sunday, October 6
6:00 – 8:30pm
Equipping Parents is aimed at helping parents navigate the ups and downs
of raising children in today’s world. No matter what age your children are
or what your parenting style is or who constitutes your family, you are
welcome here. Childcare is provided at these sessions.
Research tells us that children who understand their family’s values and
expectations regarding sexual health are more likely to make behavioral
choices consistent with those values. What do we want those messages to
be, and how can we, as parents, make sure we’re conveying the messages
we intend?
Parents and caretakers of children of all ages are welcome to this
interactive time of learning, where you’ll have the opportunity to get clear
on your values and how and what messages you are communicating
around sexual health.
Karin Galloway Egge will be our speaker; she is a parent, youth and
organizational educator, coach, and consultant.

o

Movie Night For All
When: Thursday, October 10th
Time: 6:00pm
Where: Annex
Bring: Snacks to share
Movie: “Chicago”
Join us in the Annex!

BINGO!!
Join us on Tuesday, October 29th at
7:00pm for our next Bingo outing at
Outtakes Bar and Grill in the Midland
Shopping Center (next to the Cinema
Grill at 27th and Winnetka)

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, October 5th
Youth at Valley Scare
Sunday, October 6th
Equipping Parents
Saturday, October 12th
Pastor Ashley’s Wedding
Sunday, October 13th
Purse Bingo
Friday, October 25th
Trunk or Treat
Saturday, October 26th
Fall Clean Up
Sunday, November 17th
Fun for All Advent Event
Saturday, November 23rd
Bake Sale

The Pastor’s Word
Americans are more religious than ever. They are searching just as hard as
they ever have for hope and purpose and meaning and connection. They are
striving to be good and just and enough. Righteous, even. We are, as a
people, more religious than ever.
Then why are church attendance numbers down across the country and
across denominations? Why does it seem harder to get volunteers or inspire
membership or convince religious people to make time for church? If we are,
in fact, more religious than ever, shouldn’t our pews be over-flowing?
Shouldn’t the Church—all churches, everywhere—be thriving? Shouldn’t God
be the topic of more conversations and prayer and worship be more central
to our lives?
Americans are more religious than ever. They are just religious about
everything BUT Religion. At least, this is the premise of David Zahl’s book,
Seculosity. And he paints a very compelling picture. He says “if our current
cultural climate tells us anything, it’s that the needs addressed by Religion—
for hope, purpose, connection, justification, enoughness—haven’t diminished
as churches have become taprooms and theaters. The psychic energy
involved hasn’t evaporated. It can’t. It has to go somewhere.” So where is it
going? Where are people directing their zealous, religious fervor? Where are
they finding meaning and purpose? How are they being justified?
Everywhere and in everything else BUT Jesus. This newfound American
religiosity is “directed horizontally rather than vertically, at earthly rather
than heavenly objects.” People are being “saved” through their technology,
their politics, their romantic relationships, their parenting, their to-do lists,
their leisure time activities, their work, and their food. We use these things to
make ourselves feel righteous. We use these things to make ourselves feel we
are enough. We use these things to make ourselves feel as though we are
connected. But the reality is that the very things we turn to in order to be
“saved” or in order to be “righteous” or in order to be “justified” make us
more anxious, more lonely, more despairing, and more exhausted. We are
looking in all the wrong places for the things we so desperately need.
Jesus is the one who saves. Jesus is the one who makes us righteous. Jesus is
the one who justifies. Jesus is the one who says: YOU ARE ENOUGH. And
there is nothing we can do to earn this. This is a free—FREE—gift from God,
through the grace of Jesus. Being an incredible, engaged parent doesn’t make
you better in the eyes of God. Having a to-do list with 900 items on it doesn’t
make you better in the eyes of God. Eating only a paleo diet and working 70
hours a week and finding the perfect romantic partner doesn’t make you
better in the eyes of God. These aren’t things we can do to earn bonus points.
These aren’t things we can do to move higher up some spiritual ladder. Our
strivings are in vain when it comes to how we are viewed by God.
So remember this: You are loved. You are enough. You have a community of
people, right here, who are eager to walk with you through whatever you’re
facing. It is good and right to engage whole-heartedly in the world and in our
lives, but the things we do can’t give us what we crave most—the deeplyrooted knowledge that we are known and loved and enough.
For this, we need Jesus. Pastor Ashley
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Zahl, D. (2019). Seculosity. Minneapolis: Fortress Press. Page xix
Ibid, xxi

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER
QUILTER’S CLOSET CLEAN 0UT!
Many thanks to quilter B. J.
Thompson, mother of Dawn
Lindahl, for her recent request/
help to reorganize and declutter
the quilter’s closet. In order to
get the sewing machines off the
floor, I converted the old
fellowship plant cart into a
sewing machine cart. I also
finished the Sanctuary and
Narthex carpet shampooing, as
well as the entire Daycare for
upcoming Sunday School and
Word of Life use on Thursday and
Friday nights.
Those of you with homes, be
aware of the new sewer line
endorsement which may be
offered by your homeowner’s
insurance. In case of a sewer line
failure, this insurance covers a
repair up to $10,000. Hope to
see you at the Fall Clean Up that
Property has scheduled for
Saturday, October 26th from
9:00am until noon.
~ Tom Wiblishauser
MEN’S BREAKFAST
HNLC BIRTH SITE REVIVAL!
To visit our roots and bond with
St. James Men’s Breakfast group
as well, our Men’s Breakfast has
been changed (by group vote) to
the third Saturday of each month.
The next breakfast on Saturday,
October 19th will be at Fat Nat’s
(36th and Winnetka) at 8:00am.
Fat Nat’s has grown threefold
since it’s opening and has plenty
of room for good food, fellowship
and fun! For questions contact
Tom Wiblishauser at 763-6568850.

Book Look
Now that you’ve seen the movie, it’s time to read the book to
fill in some of the spaces left out. Where’d You Go, Bernadette
by Maria Semple takes you on an original and movingly
imaginative adventure.
When fifteen-year-old Bee claims a family trip to Antarctica as
a reward for perfect grades, her fiercely intelligent but
agoraphobic mother, Bernadette, throws herself into preparations for the
trip. Worn down by years of trying to live the Seattle life she never wanted,
Bernadette is on the brink of a meltdown. As disaster follows disaster, she
disappears, leaving her family to pick up the pieces. Which is exactly what
Bee does, weaving together emails, invoices, and school memos to reveal the
secret past that Bernadette has been hiding for decades. Where’d You Go,
Bernadette is an ingeniously entertaining novel about a family coming to
terms with who they are, and the power of a daughter’s love for her
imperfect mother.

SENIOR FITNESS OUTREACH
KEEP CHOLESTEROL LDL DOWN!
In order to lower your risk of heart disease, the “Cholesterol Down” book by
Janet Bond Brill, Ph.D., R.D., LDN provides ten simple steps to lower your
cholesterol in four weeks. These steps include eating oat bran or whole grain
oats, almonds, flaxseeds, beans and lentils, apples, soy protein and garlic.
Also increase fiber intake (Metamucil), eat at least five servings of fruit and
vegetables each day, follow a diet low in saturated fat, high in omega-3 fish
oil and get regular exercise. Check with your physician about an appropriate
exercise program or the YMCA next door.
Gene Montanez, our Medicare specialist recommends Costco for hearing aid
quality and value (no membership is needed plus hearing tests are free with
appointment) and Pastor Jason recommends them for glasses.)
~ Tom Wiblishauser

MEMBERS WITH MOBILITY CHALLENGES (MMC)
MMC is a Christian-Based Support Group for living positively with
challenges ambulating. Members exchange information, feelings,
hopes, joy, grief, concerns, and encouragement. MMC Group guidelines are
listen carefully, talk respectfully, give positive and supportive feedback, and
keep confidentiality. MMC Group begins with God’s Minute Devotion and
ends with prayer. Interactive format components are “My name is____. I
have had mobility challenges for ___ (months/years). What helps me cope
with my mobility challenges?____. What else do I want to talk about?____.
Something positive I will do today is____.” As confidentiality is a core
tenant of MMC Group, what is shared in our group stays in our group. The
heart logo with a person in a wheelchair in the center represents strength
within our challenges of daily living.
MMC Group meets the 1st Saturday of each month at HNLC Lounge from
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Contact Person: Call/text Karen 612-308-2024.
~ Karen Carlson
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Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, September 17th, 2019
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:04pm by Vice President Joe Gartner.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason
Council Devotions: Kristan Kohls
Secretary’s Report:
Thank you received from PRISM for gift given through congregation collection in July.
Attendance:
August 2018 128
YTD 2018
174
August 2019 114
YTD 2019
173
M/S/Approved August minutes.
OLD BUSINESS – Personnel update: Kristen Chamberlain has begun her position as Sunday School Director.
Farewell for Kari Johnson is on the calendar for September 29. Building update: Bid received from Church Interiors for
sanctuary work. Building WiFi has been updated. Replacement of childcare fence has begun.
NEW BUSINESS – Discussed request for valet parking for those with mobility challenges. Further research into
insurance/liability and logistics/feasibility will be done. Outreach Ministry Team requests money from benevolence
account for Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery ($2500 for helping remodel facility) and Beacon Interfaith Housing
Collaborative ($2,000 to provide gift cards to families who obtain permanent housing). Council requested more
information about the needs of Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery. M/S/Approved to gift $2,000 from Estate GiftsBenevolence to Beacon.
PASTOR’S REPORTS
Pastor Jason
Everything is off and running for fall. We had a great Rally Weekend with a good Wildfire God’s Work, Our Hands
day at Global Health Ministries and a good Rally Sunday with education resuming and a nice turnout for roller
skating.
I will be at the Minneapolis Area Synod Bishop’s Theological Conference Sunday afternoon, Sept. 22 through
Tuesday afternoon, Sept. 24. I will also be at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago fall alumni event and
alumni board meeting, Tuesday, Oct. 8 through Friday, Oct. 11.
The Child Care Center board meets a week from Friday. So far, the year has been a good one for both enrollment
and finances.
Consider joining the fall Holy Nativity Book Club, meeting 6-7pm for three Wednesdays, Oct. 16, 23, and 30. The
book, Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the U.S., by Lenny
Duncan, would be a good one for leadership. Sign-up is on the kiosk!
Pastor Ashley
A few things to report on:
Confirmation Orientation is tomorrow, September 18, with 31 students participating.
Kristen Chamberlain is our Sunday School Director! She’s doing a great job so far. We’re excited to have her on
board.
A farewell for Kari Johnson is planned for September 29. Cake between services and honoring her at both services
with a gift and a blessing is the plan!
Equipping Parents, a new initiative to provide parental support to our community, is up and running. Two speakers
are scheduled for the fall. Karin Egge will be here on Sunday, October 6 at 6:00 PM to lead a session
empowering parents to be their children’s primary sex educators. Sunday, November 10 Judy Stoffel, the
author of a book on Screen Use/Time, will be here to share tips and tricks for keeping kids healthy when it
comes to screens. Childcare is provided as both and all parents and caretakers are invited!!
Closing Prayer. Pastor Ashley
Adjourn. M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:06pm.
Continued Page 5
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COUNCIL MINUTES continued

Financial Report: The financial report was received and entered into the record.
NOTES. The 2019 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) as of August 31 is roughly ($23,300). When compared to the August
31, 2018 YTD operating surplus(deficit) of roughly ($38,200), the financial picture this year is $15,000 better then a
year ago. However, we are still running a ($23,300) deficit and in 2018 the deficit was only reduced by roughly $1,700
in the last four months of the year. If we assume the last four months of 2019 turn out to be similar to 2018, we would
end 2019 with an operating deficit of roughly ($21,600).
Positives: Worship Offerings
Financial Summary

Operational
Funding
August

Year to Date Financials
YTD Actual
YTD Plan

Actual Income

$

30,900.56

$

294,857.57

$

342,989.00

Actual Expenses

$

38,669.02

$

318,168.32

$

343,344.30

August Operating Surplus/(Deficit)

$

(7,768.46)

$

(23,310.75)

$

(355.30)

Surplus/(Deficit) January - July

$

(15,542.29)

YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

$

(23,310.75)

$

(22,955.45)

Difference from
Plan

Benevolent Support
During August Holy Nativity provided external financial support to the following programs: Global Health &
PRISM

Capital Campaign
3 year Budget

$

200,000.00

Amount Pledged

$

174,936.24

Available Funds

$

117,008.63

Want to be an acolyte?
Don’t know how?
No worries!
Come to our fall Acolyte Class
and learn!
Date: Wednesday, October 9th
Time: 6:00pm
Place: The Sanctuary at Holy Nativity
Led By: Pastor Ashley (contact her if
you have questions:
pastorashley@holynativity.net)
Other info: A PARENT NEEDS TO
COME, TOO! Parents, you will need
to help your child get ready to
acolyte on Sunday mornings and
thus will need to know what to do!
Please sit in on this twenty minute
class to help Sundays go smoothly!
Hope to see you there!!

Work on cupola
will be around the
end of September.

“A note of heartfelt thanks to the entire congregation of Holy Nativity for
allowing me the privilege and honor of working with you and your kids for the
past 15 years. Thank you to our fantastic pastors and staff, as well as all the
wonderful volunteers, for being such generous partners. I cannot express
enough how this work has impacted my life, and I will forever be grateful for
the opportunity to have served this congregation in this way. Please know
I’m not going anywhere, and I will continue to look forward to seeing you all
at church!”
~~ Kari Johnson
“Dear Holy Nativity: Thank you so much for your ongoing support of the
Treble Tones Women’s Chorus. We love singing in your space and greatly
appreciate your support of our group. Please find enclosed $800. This
represents part of the profits from our Spring Concert. Again, thank you and
your congregation for your support. “ ~ ~ Treble Tones
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Wednesday Night Book Club
We hope you’ll join us October 16th, 23th, and 30th from 6:00-7:00pm as we read and discuss “Dear
Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the US,” by Lenny Duncan.
Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, he is now a black preacher in the whitest denomination in the United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear Church offers a bold new vision for the future of
Duncan's denomination and the broader mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the narrative of
church decline and calls everyone--leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the church’s renewal through racial
equality and justice.
More information about the book, as well as a sign-up sheet for participating and ordering the book will be posted on
the kiosk (or you may purchase the book on your own).
Please see Pastor Jason if you have questions.
Choristers Kid’s Choir
Any 1st-6th grader may be part of the
Choristers kid’s choir. We will typically
meet from 6:30-7:30pm the first and
third Wednesdays of the month, and we will sing approximate 4-5 times during the year.
Parents, if your child is interested in being in the Choristers, please sign them up at the kiosk. Please contact
Kari Johnson (karijohnson1@hotmail.com) if you have
any questions.
October schedule is:
Wednesday, October 2nd - 6:30 - 7:30pm (rehearsal - in
Fellowship Hall)
Wednesday, October 23rd - 6:30 - 7:30pm (rehearsal - in
Sunday School room)

Lefse Baking!
Join us as we prepare lefse for the upcoming bake sale!
Saturday preparation dates: October 19th, 26th,
November 2nd, 9th and 16th
Time: 8:30am- noon
Please sign up on the WELCA board.
We need more help with the making of the dough. We’ll
teach you if you have never done it. It’s easy and fun!
Contact:
Ann Friedline 763-516-0898
Julie Weiser 763-544-0871
Deb Campion 763-545-8114
PASTORAL ACTS:
Baptism:

PAGE 6

9/22
9/29

Haley Anne Nelson
Enzo Thomas Biondo

Senior Ministry Forums

The Holy N
ativity
Senior Min
istry
team is pr
oud to
present:

The Forum on October 9th,
2019 from 1:00-3:00pm will
continue to focus on
Medicare and the many insurance supplements
available to Seniors. There have been many changes to
these programs during the past year. Our expert, Gene
Montanez, will be there to help you understand how
they affect you and answer your questions. This is one
of our most popular Forums. If you are on Medicare or
will be joining Medicare this year, you need to attend!
If you have a topic you feel would make a good Senior
Forum, contact Bill Hartman or Mary Lazerine.

FALL CONCERT
The trio Kannani are pleased to announce
that they will be returning to Holy Nativity
at 7:00pm, Saturday, November 23rd for a
special “Kannani and Friends” Autumnal Thanksgiving
concert. This event will feature wonderful guest
musicians, including several members of the church,
such as classical guitarist Brian Hanson, Iver and Cresta
Hubert, and pianist Lisa Baker.
Repertoire will include favorite vocal classics such as
Simple Gifts, Wonderful World, and The Water is Wide
as well as instrumental solos and duets.
Please contact Nancy Anderson with any questions you
might have, but in the meantime, be sure to invite any
and all that you think might enjoy a celebration of
thanksgiving with music. There will be no ticket fee,
although a good will donation to The Holy Nativity Music
Department will be welcomed. A reception of treats and
beverages will follow the concert.

