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Sunday Worship
Schedule
8:30am & 10:30am
Education hour/ Fellowship:
9:30am
Communion Celebrated
First and Third Sunday
of each month

Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America
CELEBRATING 60+ YEARS!

CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP
with Holy
Communion
Tuesday
December 24th
Christmas Eve

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

DECEMBER
MISSION OFFERING
is designated to
BEACON’S FAMILIES
MOVING FORWARD
Program offers hospitality,
emergency shelter and a path
to home with support for
stability to families
experiencing homelessness.
Over 60 Twin City
congregations volunteer
space, meals, and caring.

3:00pm
5:00pm
10:00pm

Wednesday

DECEMBER 2019

Many parents in
our area can't afford Christmas
presents, and you have a chance to
make their holiday magical. Take an
ornament from the PRISM Tree in
the Narthex, and bring a new, unwrapped gift no later than Wednesday, December 11th. Most needed
items are for teens, and there are
suggestions on the flyers by the tree
and on the PRISM box. You can also
purchase items online at
www.tinyurl.com/prismtoydrive and
have them shipped direct to PRISM.
Gift cards are also appreciated drop them off in the office. Parents
will "shop" at the toy distribution
event. Thanks very much.

December 25th
Christmas Morning
9:30am
Contribute to a
Christmas Poinsettia
The cost is $12 per plant. Please
designate it in honor or memory of a
loved one. You can find poinsettia
envelopes with your offering envelopes or you can pick one up in the
Narthex. Please turn in your envelope by Sunday, December 15th by
placing it in the red bag in the Narthex or leaving it on
Linda’s desk.
DO NOT place it in
the offering plate.
Thank you.

ATTENTION!
You can also have the
youth do the PRISM
shopping for you! Be sure
to note that your
cash/check donation is for
a gift picked out by the
youth when they go
shopping on Sunday,
December 15th.
You can drop off your
check/gift card in the
Christmas bag in the
church office.

o

The Pastor’s Word
Movie Night For All
When:
Time:

I’m writing this at 1:54 PM on
Monday, November 18th. Advent
begins in just 13 days; Christmas is
in 37 days.
I am not ready.

Where:

I am so, so, so not ready.

Bring:
Movie:
Join us in the Annex!

BINGO!!
Join us on Tuesday, December 17th
at 7:00pm for our next Bingo outing
at Outtakes Bar and Grill in the
Midland Shopping Center (next to
the Cinema Grill at 27th and
Winnetka)

SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, December 8th
Treble Tones Concert
Friday, December 13th
Holiday Lights Tour
Saturday, December 14th
Sunday School Program
Sunday, December 15th
Pre-K Christmas Program
Sr. High PRISM Tree Shopping
Tuesday, December 17th
Bingo at Outtakes
Wednesday, December 18th
Confirmation Cookies and Carols
Saturday, December 21st
Men’s Breakfast at Fat Nats
Tuesday, December 24th
Christmas Eve Worship
3:00, 5:00 and 10:00pm
Wednesday, December 25th
Christmas Day Worship
9:30am
Thursday, December 26th
Office Closed
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Wasn’t it just the start of summer?
Weren’t we just enjoying long days
and warm weather and savoring our
time outside? Weren’t we just
gearing up for fall, kicking off a new
school year? Weren’t we just
enjoying pumpkin spice everything,
relishing in the start of football and
apple-picking season? Weren’t we
just trunk or treating in the church
parking lot? And now…now it’s time
for Advent. Now it’s time to start
thinking about Christmas.
I’m not ready—and perhaps you feel
not-so-ready, too. I have enough
“regular life” stuff to attend to, I
can’t possibly add “Christmas prep”
to my to-do list. If I had my way,
Christmas would just have to wait.
Give me an extra 3 weeks, Jesus, to
get my head screwed on straight.
Just wait, Jesus. Just wait.
But Jesus doesn’t wait. Jesus doesn’t
check to be sure we are ready. Jesus
doesn’t dilly-dally until our heads
are on straight and our to-do lists
have been tackled. Jesus is born
among us right now, just as we are.
Jesus is born into our world of
brokenness and business just as it is.
And you know what?
It’s better that way.
It’s better that Jesus doesn’t wait,
that hope and love and peace don’t
wait. It’s better that Jesus’ birth isn’t
dependent on our readiness.
Because we would never be ready.
We would make a million excuses,
postponing over and over again,
doubting our preparedness or our
worthiness. We would put off the
thing we most desperately need—
Jesus’ presence and love.

So it’s good that he doesn’t wait—
it’s good that nothing about God
depends on our readiness or our
worthiness. It’s good that God
comes to us as one of us because
God loves us so desperately and
wants to remind us that this love
isn’t dependent on what we do or
don’t do, on whether we are ready
or not.
Jesus doesn’t wait to burst into our
world, bringing light and life and joy.
Jesus is born, here and now. Today,
and every day.

Ready, or not.
Thanks be to God! Pastor Ashley
P.S. Enjoy this poem from Madeleine
L’Engle about Jesus coming whether
we are ready or not!
First Coming
He did not wait till the world was
ready,
till men and nations were at peace.
He came when the Heavens were
unsteady,
and prisoners cried out for release.
He did not wait for the perfect time.
He came when the need was deep
and great.
He dined with sinners in all their
grime,
turned water into wine.
He did not wait till hearts were pure.
In joy he came to a tarnished world
of sin and doubt.
To a world like ours, of anguished
shame
he came, and his Light would not go
out.
He came to a world which did not
mesh,
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.
In the mystery of the Word made
Flesh
the Maker of the stars was born.
We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,
for to share our grief, to touch our
pain,
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!

Book Look
CUSTODIAN’S CORNER
CHURCH MOUSE IS CAUGHT!
Many thanks to HNLC mouseketeers
Pastor Jason, Ted Davis, Brian
Johnson and Tina Haugstad who
were key players in capturing our
mouse alive on Reformation Sunday.
In between services, Pastor Jason
spotted the mouse, Ted placed his
trombone case to block the mouse
under the coat rack, Brian topped
the mouse with a coffee cup and
Tina provided the cardboard
underneath the cup to deliver the
mouse to outside. Please try to keep
our outside doors closed to prevent
him from returning, but if you see
one, just use a coffee cup!
Thanks to the Holt brothers, Ryan
and Blake, for extra help on the
Halloween set up.
Thanks to Word of Life Youth
Leader, Sam Skorokhodov and his
team for washing our outside
windows on Fall Clean Up afternoon.

SENIOR FITNESS
CHECK OUT AGELAB!
In 1900, life expectancy was under
50. Today, living well into one’s 70s,
80s and beyond can be expected.
How will we spend most of our time
in this 30 year bonus? Google
<agelab.mit.edu/resources> to
explore the opportunities and
challenges of aging with tech.
Founded in 1999 at MIT
(Massachusetts Institute of
Technology), the website weaves
through the four phases of
retirement: Honeymoon, Big
Decision, Navigating Longevity, and
Solo Journey touching on topics
such as safe driving/transportation,
housing, dementia, widow or
widower help, caregiver or
receiver – hidden costs, financial
scams and many more.

One of the new donated books (Thank you so much!) is THE
HAPPINESS PROJECT Or, Why I Spent a Year Trying to Sing in
the Morning, Clean My Closets, Fight Right, Read Aristotle,
and Generally Have More Fun by Gretchen Rubin. Daniel H.
Pink said, “This is the rare book that will make you both
smile and think—often on the same page”.
Gretchen Rubin had an epiphany one rainy afternoon in the unlikeliest of
places: a city bus. “The days are long, but the years are short,” she realized.
“Time is passing, and I’m not focusing enough on the things that really
matter.” In that moment, she decided to dedicate a year to her happiness
project.
In this lively and compelling account, Rubin chronicles her adventures during
the twelve months she spent test-driving the wisdom of the ages, current
scientific research, and lessons from popular culture about how to be
happier. Among other things, she found that novelty and challenge are
powerful sources of happiness; that money can buy happiness, when spent
wisely; that outer order contributes to inner calm; and that the very smallest
of changes can make the biggest difference.

MEMBERS WITH MOBILITY CHALLENGES (MMC)
GOES ONLINE FOR WINTER MONTHS
MMC is a Christian-Based Support Group for living positively with
challenges ambulating. Members exchange information, feelings,
hopes, joy, grief, concerns, and encouragement.

According to the Mayo Clinic, “Falls may be caused by faulty balance,
poor vision, illness, medications, and other factors.” Mayo Clinic selfcare tips to prevent falls are:
1. “Have your vision and hearing checked regularly. If vision and
hearing are impaired, you lose important cues that help you maintain
balance.
2. Exercise regularly. Exercise improves your strength, muscle
tone, and coordination. This helps prevent falls and reduces the
severity of injury if you do fall.
3. Be wary of drugs. Ask your doctor about the drugs you take. Some
drugs may affect balance and coordination.
4. Avoid alcohol. Even a little alcohol can cause falls, especially if
your balance and reflexes are already impaired.
5. Get up slowly. A momentary decrease in blood pressure, due to
drugs or aging, can cause dizziness if you stand up too quickly.
6. Maintain balance and footing. If you feel dizzy, use a cane or
walker. Wear sturdy, low-heeled shoes with wide, nonslip soles.
7. Eliminate loose rugs or mats.
8. Install adequate lighting, especially night lighting.
9. Block steps for infants and toddlers.
10. Install handrails for older people.
MMC Group meets the 1st Saturday of each month
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Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, November 19th, 2019
Call to Order: 7:04pm by Joe
Gartner
Opening Prayer: Pastor Ashley
Secretary’s Report:
Attendance Averages:
October 2018 215 YTD 2018 180
October 2019 192 YTD 2019 177
October Minutes M/S/Approved
OLD BUSINESS –
Renovation Update. Two carpet
vendor bids have been received;
waiting on one more.
Details about help coming from
members of the Russian church
are still being worked out.
Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursery.
A request for $1500-2000 to assist
with completing the renovation of
their intake rooms has been
received, along with thanks for our
generous past support.
M/S/Approved to approve
disbursement of $1500 from
Estate Gifts – Benevolence to
Greater Minneapolis Crisis Nursey
to finish intake rooms.
Council was reminded that
benevolence funds come from three
areas: Annual budget, Monthly
mission offerings and Special
requests like this.
Annual Reports need to be
submitted by January 1. Annual
meeting is January 26.
Budget preparations. Worksheets
for budget prep have been sent to
council; preliminary budget figures
will be ready at the December
council meeting to be finalized at
January meeting.

with the goal of becoming a
Reconciling in Christ
congregation. This program is
for congregations, synods,
colleges, seminaries, and other
Lutheran organizations and
ministry communities who have
made a public commitment to
welcome, include and celebrate
lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, queer, intersex,
and asexual (LGBTQIA+) people.
The process would take six to
twenty-four months and end
with a congregational vote on a
welcoming statement.
M/S/Approved to support the
investigation of Holy Nativity
becoming a Reconciling in Christ
congregation.
Last year, we gave $1,000 to
Lutheran Campus Ministry at
the University of Minnesota.
They have inquired about
another gift and wondered if we
would like to host a student
preacher for LCM Sunday in
March.
M/S/Approved to provide $1000
from Estate Gifts—Benevolence to
support the ministry of Lutheran
Campus Ministry-U of M.
The Child Care Center meets
Friday and is working on a 2020
budget. Things are still looking
positive.
Stewardship update: 105 intent
cards returned, 52 increases (14
decrease, 39 the same as 2019).
Total net increase: $24,850
(Goal: $25,000).

PASTOR’S REPORTS
Pastor Jason
The Wednesday night book club
group, after reading the book
Dear Church, by Lenny Duncan,
would like to explore the
Reconciling in Christ process

Pastor Ashley
Our first two Equipping Parent
seminars have been excellent!
Averaging around 25 people per
evening. I’m brainstorming
speakers for the Spring line-up.
This has been an exciting
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endeavor through our SAS
funds.
25 students are signed up to
attend next summer’s summer
trip to New York City! We will be
traveling with some of our
Wildfire partners and engaging
the city through the lens of
immigration. 25 students is an
incredible number!
Because so many students are
signed up, we’re adding some
new fundraisers, starting with
the sale of Butter Braids. I have a
letter to read on behalf of the
youth team to get your approval
to move forward with this.
M/S/Approved to support the Youth
Ministry by hosting a fundraiser to
sell ButterBraids to support the
Mission Trip to NYC in 2020.
We are offering a winter weekend of
Family Camp at Camp Wapo. We
are hoping to have several
families attend—sign up is on
the kiosk with more information.
It’s a Friday evening-Sunday
afternoon at the end of
February. A time to relax and
rest as families!
Plans for the 2020 Women’s
Retreat are underway!
Closing Prayer. Pastor Jason
Adjourn. M/S/Approved at 8:29pm
Continued Page 5

Financial Report: The financial report was received and entered into the record
Notes: The 2019 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) as of October 31 is roughly ($23,100). When
compared to the October 31, 2018 YTD operating surplus (deficit) of roughly ($49,500), the
financial picture this year is $26,400 better than a year ago. In 2018, the operating deficit was
reduced by roughly $12,800 in the last two months of the year. If we are able to reduce the
operating deficit this year by the same amount in the last two months, we would end the year
with an operating (deficit) of roughly ($10,300).

Financial Summary
Actual Income
Actual Expenses
October Operating Surplus/(Deficit)
Surplus/(Deficit) January - September
YTD Surplus/(Deficit)

$
$
$
$
$

Operational
Funding
October
39,167.78
40,858.42
(1,690.64)
(21,413.21)
(23,103.85)

Year to Date Financials
YTD Actual
YTD Plan
$ 374,667.83 $
425,784.50
$ 397,771.68 $
429,510.71
$ (23,103.85) $
(3,726.21)
Difference from
Plan
$
(19,377.64)

Benevolent Support

(Kid Pack, Pine Ridge, PRISM…..)
During October Holy Nativity provided external financial support to the following programs:
Families In Need, Kid Pack, and PRISM

Capital Campaign
3 year Budget
Amount Pledged
Available Funds

$
$
$

200,000.00
174,936.24
119,843.63

PAGE 5

Christmas Choir
Have you always wanted to sing with
the Nativity Choir but you just don't
have the time to commit to the whole
year? Or, have you always wondered if singing with the
Nativity Choir is something you would enjoy? Then why
not consider joining us on a trial basis for the Christmas
Eve Choir?
Looking for singers of all voice parts to join the Nativity
Choir on Christmas Eve. No auditions are required. The
only requirements are that you can sing on Christmas Eve
at the 3:00pm and 5:00pm services and that you attend
Wednesday rehearsals at 7:00pm on December 4th, 11th,
18th and Monday, December 23rd. December 24th call
time prior to the 3:00pm service is 1:30pm.
Please contact Iver Hubert with any questions. Hope to
see you singing with us!
Women of all ages!!
Mark your calendar for the fifth-annual
Women’s Mini-Retreat, right here at Holy
Nativity! It will be Saturday, February 8,
2020, from 9:00am—2:00pm. Join us for good
conversation, delicious food, and a mid-winter pick-meup. This year, our theme is “Ordinary.” We’ll explore the
variety of ways we can connect with God and live out our
faith through the every-day, ordinary things of life. Most
of us want a deeper spiritual life and a stronger
connection to God—we simply don’t have the time! Or
at least that’s what we think. Come and learn about
weaving your faith into every aspect of your ordinary
days—because that’s exactly where God meets us.
Again, this event is for women of ALL AGES, 16 and up! A
light continental breakfast and lunch are provided. There
is no cost!! Look for a sign up on the kiosk starting in
December, but for now—save the date!

BLESSINGS OF THE SEASON FROM
THE COLUMBARIUM COMMITTEE
Please be sure to enjoy the festive
decorations in the Columbarium donated by
Gary and Jackie Peterson and Billie Potter.
When thinking of holiday giving, consider purchasing memorial
plaques for departed loved ones or a niche for yourself. Prices
in the first column remain at the original prices of 9 years agoa single niche for $1250. a double niche for $2400, and
memorial plaques for $250. If placement is desired in the
second column, prices have increased slightly. For questions,
contact the office, Pastor Jason Wahlstrom, Karen Gaasland,
Verne Erickson, Mark Chamberlain, or Milt Ferris.
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NO SENIOR EVENT IN DECEMBER.
ENJOY THE HOLIDAYS!!!!
There will be no Senior Ministry Event in December.
Please take the day to enjoy Christmas shopping, cookie
baking, etc. Thank you for all the support. We resume
again on January 8th with the topic “A Home for Mom.”

Spreading Joy & Changing Lives
“The heart of the giver makes the gift dear
and precious” – Martin Luther
During this season of giving, please consider the Holy
Nativity Endowment Fund for gifts. A percentage of the fund
value is used each year to pay for items that enrich our lives
at Holy Nativity and are separate from the annual budget.
This year the Endowment Fund was able to award money
for four scholarships to college-bound youth members, as
well as several special requests benefiting church groups.
Endowment memorials and tributes recognize someone
special, mark special occasions, and remember a loved one.
We give from our abundance and our thankfulness for God’s
goodness. (Be sure to note “Endowment Fund” on your
check.)

“Many thanks to the donors at the Memorial Blood Center
Drive on November 7th. Holy Nativity collected 15 units of
whole blood which has the potential of helping up to 45
persons. We are considering making some changes to the day
and time that we do the blood drive as our numbers have
been diminishing. Karen Adamson will be retiring as the
recruiter at the end of this year. Further details of future
drives will be available early next year. Many thanks to the
loyal donors who have been so diligent over the years!”
“Dear Holy Nativity friends: Thank you so much for the
wonderful morning, Sunday, September 29th. I so
appreciated the gifts, the cake and all the kind words. I feel
your love!”
~ ~ Kari Johnson
“Many thanks to Verne Erickson and Chris Daniels for their
many years of service on the Child Care Center Board. Verne
officially resigned on September 27th but will continue to help
on property as he did a great job coordinating the recent new
fence construction with parent and HNLC volunteer support.
Chris has agreed to stay on to help with the 2020 budget. Deb
Campion has volunteered to serve on the board. Anyone else
interested in joining the board is encouraged to contact
Pastor Jason or other board members Mark Kohls, Wendy
Lahr (Daycare Parent) or myself as Daycare Accountant, Tom
Wiblishauser. Thank you all for your willingness to help guide
HNCCCC.”

