
Fifth Sunday  

in Lent 
John 11: 1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow 

when his friend Lazarus falls 

ill and dies. Then, in a 

dramatic scene, he calls his 

friend out of the tomb and 

restores him to life. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity!  

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue 

North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net     

Email: office@holynativity.net  

 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love,  

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming community dedicated to 

helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 

 

8:30 & 10:30 AM  Sunday Worship  - September to May 

 

 9:30 AM Education for All  - Sunday School, Youth & Sunday Forums  

  

   9:30 AM      Sunday Coffee and Fellowship Time - In the Fellowship Hall 

 

Summer Schedule 

  9:30 AM    Sunday Worship – Memorial Day Weekend - Labor Day Weekend  

           

  10:30 AM       Fellowship Time (after worship) 

 

 

Large print bulletins are 

available in the narthex or by 

asking an usher. 

 

Hearing Assist Earphones are 

available in the narthex for 

use during services. 

 

If you are a visitor, wish to 

make a prayer request, or 

have other pastoral needs, 

please fill out a  

VISITOR/PRAYER REQUEST 

CARD located on the back of 

the pew, place in the offering 

plate or give to an usher.  

 

Worship Activity Bags & 

Folders for younger 

worshipers are located 

outside the worship area, to 

your left.  We encourage the 

use of the paper in these bags 

for coloring and drawing 

purposes.  
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Our NURSERY, for children 

ages 3 & under, is located in 

north hall…It is staffed 

during the 10:30 AM 

activities. If need arises, all 

families are welcome to use it 

when staffed and at other 

times. “If you are stressed by 

holding your child in 

worship, please use the 

nursery. If you are blessed by 

holding your child in worship 

– please do so!” 

 

The Sacrament of Holy 

Communion is celebrated on 

the first and third week of 

each month. Please be 

assured this meal is open to 

all who are present 

…members, guests and 

friends…in this worshiping 

community. 

 

Four Restrooms are located 

outside the worship area, to 

your right (toward the 

Fellowship Hall). A baby-

changing table is located in 

the Fellowship Hall restroom 

marked “Koala Kare.” 

Please see the schedule at the 

back of this bulletin for this 

week’s activities. 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior 

Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate 

Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & 

Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & 

Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday 

School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care 

Coordinator & Funeral 

Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry 

Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care 

& Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator  

Kari Johnson, Choristers Director 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery 

Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding 

Coordinator  

Brittany Anderson, Director of 

Week-Day Childcare Center  

(hncccc.org)  
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray,  

and reflect on why we are here. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                          

    “Adagio in D-flat”                                                           Franz Liszt 

                               

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who is present, who gives 

life, who calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

C: Amen. 

P: If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand? Yet 

with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Gracious God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from 

you, knowingly and unknowingly. We have wandered from your 

resurrection life. We have strayed from your love for all people. 

Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts and right spirits, 

that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house 

forever. Amen.   
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P: Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit 

in you, and you shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in 

the name of Jesus Christ, who is the free and abounding gift of 

God’s grace for you. 

C: Amen. 

 

W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

 

GATHERING HYMN       

          

  “Lord Whose Love in Humble Service”                   Hymnal #712 

                             (1-2) 

 

1) Lord, whose love in humble service  

bore the weight of human need, 

Who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed: 

We, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 

Consecrating to your purpose ev’ry gift which you impart. 

 

2) Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 

Still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 

By your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                            
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Almighty God, your Son came 

into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us 

the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 

Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

ANTHEM                                  

   “Here I Am, Lord”                                              Schutte/Arr. Larson 

Cresta and Iver Hubert        

   

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D    

A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

FIRST READING                     Ezekiel  37:1-14 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a 

nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through 

God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through 

this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.” 
1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 

spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 

full of bones. 2 He led me all around them; there were very many 

lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 He said to me, "Mortal, 

can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you know." 4 Then 

he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 

bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay 

sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the Lord." 7 So I prophesied as I had been 

commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and 

there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
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had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9 Then he said to 

me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: 

Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 

breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 10 I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 

stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he said to me, "Mortal, 

these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, "Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' 12 Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 

and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 And you shall know 

that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you 

shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know 

that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord." 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING              Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the 

Holy Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not 

our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God 

raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the 

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law—indeed it 

cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But you 

are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God 

dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does 

not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead 

because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 

Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who 
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raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 

through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                            

 “Return to God ”                                                     Red Folder Pg. 5 

 
 

GOSPEL READING               John 11:1-45 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John… 

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord 

with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 

was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, "Lord, he whom you 

love is ill." 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, "This illness does not 

lead to death; rather it is for God's glory, so that the Son of God may 

be glorified through it." 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 

and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was ill, 

he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 7 Then after this 



 

 
9 

 

 

he said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again." 8 The disciples 

said to him, "Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and 

are you going there again?" 9 Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve 

hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, 

because they see the light of this world. 10 But those who walk at 

night stumble, because the light is not in them." 11 After saying this, 

he told them, "Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going 

there to awaken him." 12 The disciples said to him, "Lord, if he has 

fallen asleep, he will be all right." 13 Jesus, however, had been 

speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 

merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, "Lazarus is dead. 15 

For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But 

let us go to him." 16 Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 

fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 17 When 

Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 

four days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 

away, 19 and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 

console them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus 

was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 

Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22 But even now I know that God will give you 

whatever you ask of him." 23 Jesus said to her, "Your brother will rise 

again." 24 Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the 

resurrection on the last day." 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 

die, will live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 

die. Do you believe this?" 27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I believe 

that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 

world." 28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 

Mary, and told her privately, "The Teacher is here and is calling for 

you." 29 And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30 

Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
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where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with her in the 

house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 

followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 

knelt at his feet and said to him, "Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died." 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and 

the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 

in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, "Where have you laid him?" 

They said to him, "Lord, come and see." 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So 

the Jews said, "See how he loved him!" 37 But some of them said, 

"Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?" 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 

tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, 

"Take away the stone." Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to 

him, "Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 

days." 40 Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?" 41 So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upward and said, "Father, I thank you for having heard 

me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 

sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 

sent me." 43 When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

"Lazarus, come out!" 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet 

bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, "Unbind him, and let him go." 45 Many of the Jews therefore, 

who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, believed in 

him. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…    

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                    

      “Breathe”                                       Rev. Ashley Updegraff 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

            W E    R E S P O N D  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – 

go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,    

C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison)                                                               

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
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forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, 

and the presence of God watch over and protect us.  For wherever 

we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN                       

“Lord Whose Love in Humble Service”                           Hymnal #712 

                           (3-4) 

 

3) As we worship, grant us vision, till your love’s revealing light. 

In its height and depth and greatness  

dawns upon our quickened sight, 

Making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 

Stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 

 

4) Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 

To the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort,  

counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

That your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 

 

DISMISSAL    

P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                                            

           “Allegro”                                               Johann Christian Kittel         
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, March 29th Fifth 

Sunday in Lent 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

Thursday, April 2nd   

 

Monday, March 30th  

 

Friday, April 3rd   

 

Tuesday, March 31st       

 

Saturday, April 4th      

 

Wednesday, April 1st    

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

Sunday, April 5th  

9:30am Worship (Online) 

PRISM: March is FoodShare month!  

March’s Mission Offering is designated to PRISM. April’s is 

designated to Lutheran Social Services. 

 

HOLY NATIVITY INFORMATION… 

 

Donations needed! For about the price of an x-large pizza you can 

provide the basics of a Personal Care Kit thru Lutheran World Relief 

and the collection of these items here at Holy Nativity. A Personal 

Care Kit includes a dark colored medium weight towel, 2 bars of 

soap, a toothbrush, sturdy comb and a nail clipper. These kits go to 

people who have lost everything to war, social unrest, crop failures 

and bad weather. Collection boxes will be in the narthex. 

 

Have you directed all your 2019 Thrivent Choice dollars to Holy 

Nativity? Thrivent members can still direct funds earned last year 

through March 31, 2020. To see if you have any 2019 dollars 

remaining, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice online, or call 800-847-

4836 and when prompted say "Thrivent Choice."  
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Update to Worship Schedule:  

 

Holy Nativity family and friends! We want to keep you as up-to-date 

as possible in this ever-changing climate we currently live in. It is 

hard to keep up with everything that is going on and everything that 

is changing, but we want to do our very best. To that end, here are 

some important things you need to be aware of for the month of 

April:  

• The church council has been meeting weekly to check-in and 

touch base in order to make the safest, best decisions for our 

church community. We will continue our video-meetings until 

we resume our normal in-person meetings.  

• The council has decided that worship will continue to be on-

line through the month of April. This coincides with the 

Governor’s guidance and our Bishop’s recommendation. At this 

point, we are hopeful that we will be back worshiping in person 

on Sunday, May 3. This is just our hope, however, and may 

change again. Stay tuned!  

• Holy week worship will be as follows:  

o Both Maundy Thursday (April 9) and Good Friday 

(April 10) will have live, on-line worship at 7:00 PM. 

The services might look a little different, but we will still 

“gather” together for worship to mark these important days 

in our faith life.   

o Easter Sunday, April 12, will also be live and on-line, at 

9:30 AM. This is not an ideal way to celebrate the 

resurrection of our Lord, and it will be hard to not gather 

together. However, please remember that the Easter season 

is a full 50 days, and know that we will be working hard 

to put together a beautiful, exuberant celebration of the 
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resurrection when we are back worshiping in person! 

What joy and gratitude we will have our first Sunday back!  

Thank you for your patience as we continue to make adjustments and 

plans that are honoring of this community and the God we serve. 

Peace, health, and love be with you all!  

 

Office Update:  

 

With the Governor’s call to “stay-at-home,” there are some slight 

changes to our office schedule that we want you to be aware of. 

Churches are considered “essential services,” so the office will 

remain open to the few staff that will still come in: Lisa Baker, Pastor 

Ashley, and Pastor Jason. The rest of the staff is working remotely 

during this time, including Linda Lien. (Lindac can be reached at 

612-270-3852.) 

 

Because the office is open, you will still be able to call during our 

regular office hours. If you can’t get ahold of someone, leave a 

message and like always, we will call you back. Linda’s personal 

phone number is in this Tidings, so if you need to be directly in touch 

with her, you can do so in that way. The entire staff continues to have 

access to email.  

 

During the two weeks of the “stay-at-home” mandate, we are asking 

people not to stop by the office unless you have made a direct 

arrangement with a Pastor. If you need to drop off or pick something 

up, we will facilitate that over our intercom system.  

Thank you for your understanding!  

 

Miss your Holy Nativity friends? Virtual fellowship happening soon!  
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Stay tuned! We are hoping to schedule a few “virtual fellowship” 

opportunities throughout the month. The best way to get this 

information will be through the Holy Post or our Facebook Group. 

We will be using the Zoom application, and sending out links to 

connect to these fellowship opportunities the weeks that they happen. 

If you need a Zoom tutorial—call the office! We can help 😊 Hope 

to “see” you soon!  

 

Stay in touch – If you are not on our email list, email us at 

office@holynativity.net to be added and receive updates and links. 

Also, follow us on our Facebook page, and join our Facebook group 

here. 

 

We are posting information on our website here: 

http://holynativity.net/. 

 

 

 

People and needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

family of Beryl Skoby 

If you have a prayer request or update,  

or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or 

office@holynativity.net. 

 

mailto:office@holynativity.net
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52732759131/
http://holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net

