
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since we can’t be together, here is everything you need in order to have your own Lenten devotional at 

home, including a soup recipe!! How fun it would be if many of us were sharing the same supper from 

our homes. If you can, purchase the ingredients and make the soup. Then, read the Scripture for the 

evening together with whoever is in your home! If you are alone, call a friend and do this with them. 

Then, watch the episode and/or the clips below. Finally, there is a devotion someone can read aloud, 

followed by questions to discuss. Happy home devotions!! 

 

Theme: Love 

 

Scripture: 1 John 4:7-21  

 

Episode:  

 

Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, Season 1993, Episode 3. You can start a free trial of PBS kids and watch for free 

(just cancel within the 7 day period!) or the episode is only $1.99 to purchase.  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B004DQATA8/ref=atv_dp_season_select_s1993 

 

Here are two short YouTube videos you can also watch:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWUCowuKS40 (This is the relevant part of the above episode. The quality 

is terrible, though!) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSbiUXN6Nwo (This is a song Mister Rogers sings) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6O_Ep9bY0U (This is a clip from the Mister Rogers documentary about 

the above episode!)  

 

Devotion:  

 

Mister Rogers pushed the public to think differently about important topics on his show—often without them 

ever knowing that was what he was doing! Take the episode and clips we watched for today. In the episode, 

Mister Rogers invites Officer Clemmons to put his feet in the wading pool, right alongside Mister Rogers. It is a 

kind, loving invitation due to the hot day and Officer Clemmons’ exhaustion. Mister Rogers even dries off his 

feet in loving service! This might not seem like a big deal, especially in 1993. However, the first time Mister 

Rogers invited Officer Clemmons to dip his feet in cool water was in 1969. In the original episode, Mister 

Rogers invites a black man, Officer Clemmons, to share his swimming pool during the height of racial tensions 

in our country. The same week that original Mister Rogers episode aired, the news was showing footage of 

black boys and girls being run out of local pools because they were not welcome. Mister Rogers was making a 

public statement about equality and about love. Wow.  

https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/B004DQATA8/ref=atv_dp_season_select_s1993
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWUCowuKS40
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hSbiUXN6Nwo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6O_Ep9bY0U


For Mister Rogers, our love of neighbor is not dependent on the color of our neighbor’s skin. We are to treat 

everyone with love and respect, inviting them to sit down, to rest, and to enjoy the same hospitality we so often 

receive. We cannot let our fear of what is different or what is “other” guide our actions. We must let love be our 

guide. 

 

This is straight-up biblical. 1 John reminds us that God is love, and as followers of Jesus, we are to be all about 

love, too. Loving others is our way, as Christians, of “proving” that we belong to Jesus. That we belong to God. 

People can’t see God—but they can see our loving acts of kindness and service, all of which point back to the 

God we worship.  

 

I’m reminded of that childhood, Vacation Bible School type song that goes “And they’ll know we are Christians 

by our love, by our love, yes they’ll know we are Christians by our love.” I think that’s what 1 John is trying to 

remind us: love is our way of showing who we are and who we belong to—God! And Mister Rogers reminds us 

of the same thing. We show the love God has given to us (the love that leaves no room for fear!) by loving 

others well.  

 

 

 

Questions:  

 

1. What would a modern example of showing radical love be for us today? Mister Rogers showed love in a 

way that was culturally sensitive, yet necessary. What would today’s example be?  

2. 1 John makes it seem so easy, when it says “The commandment we have from him is this: those who 

love God must love their brothers and sisters also.” In reality, this is really hard! Why?  

3. In the song, Mister Rogers talks about the many ways we say “I love you.” How do you best receive 

love? How do you know you are loved?  

4. What do you think the relationship between fear and love is?  

5. Make a list of 3 ways you can show love to others this week. How can you show love for the people you 

are stuck home with? How can you show love for people who are far away?  

 

 

Prayer:  

 

Dear God, thank you for loving us so much, and for teaching us what true love is. Thank you for entrusting us 

with the work of spreading your love in the world. Help us to share your love through kindness and service, and 

help us to grow in our capacity for love, so that the world might know of you and your love through us. Amen.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Corn-Sausage 

Chowder 
 

Total Time: 30 minutes 

Servings: 6 

 

Ingredients:  

• 1 pound bulk pork sausage 

• 1 cup coarsely chopped onion 

• 1 red bell pepper, chopped 

• 1 cup celery, chopped 

• 4 cups peeled potatoes cut in ½ inch cubes 

• 2 cups of water 

• 1 teaspoon salt 

• ½ teaspoon dried marjoram, crushed 

• 1/8 teaspoon freshly ground pepper 

• 1 17-oz can cream-style corn 

• 1 17-oz can whole-kernel corn, drained 

• 1 12-oz can evaporated milk 

 

Directions: 

1. In a Dutch oven or kettle, cook the pork sausage, onion, red pepper, and celery until the 

sausage is brown and the veggies are tender. Drain mixture on paper towels. 

2. Return sausage mixture to Dutch oven. Stir in potatoes, water, salt, marjoram, and pepper. 

Bring to boiling; reduce heat. Simmer, uncovered, about 15 minutes or until potato is just 

tender.  

3. Add the cream-style corn, whole-kernel corn, and the evaporated milk. Heat through.  


