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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for worship on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser,  

Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 
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mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “Everyday is a winding road.” –Sheryl Crow 

  

 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                   

    “I Danced in the Morning” & “We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight”         J. Wayne Kerr/James Biery 

                               

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

 

GATHERING HYMN               “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”                           Hymnal #384 

                               (1-2) 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                              Hymnal Pg. 138 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                               Hymnal Pg. 139 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the 

breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.      

 

ANTHEM                                                       “Blessings”                                                        Laura Story 

                             Nancy Anderson & Brian Hanson 

 

We pray for blessings. We pray for peace, comfort, for family, protection while we sleep. 

We pray for healing, for prosperity. We pray for Your mighty hand to ease our suffering. 

And all the while You hear each spoken need, yet love is way too much to give us lesser things. 

 

(Refrain)  

‘Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops? What is Your healing comes through tears? 

What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know You’re near? 

And what if trials of this life are your mercies in disguise? 

 

We pray for wisdom, Your voice to hear. And we cry in anger when we cannot feel You near. 

We doubt your goodness. We doubt your love, as if ev’ry promise from Your word is not enough. 

And all the while You hear each desp’rate plea, and long that we’d have faith to believe. (Refrain) 

 

When friends betray us, when darkness seems to win, we know  

that pain remind this heart that this is not our home. It’s not our home. 

 

‘Cause what if Your blessings come through raindrops? What is Your healing comes through tears? 

What if a thousand sleepless nights are what it takes to know You’re near? 

What if my greatest disappointments, or the aching of this life, 

Is a revealing of a greater thirst this world can’t satisfy? 

And what if trials of this life, the rain, the storms, the hardest nights are Your mercies in disguise? 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                                                    Acts  2:14a, 36-41 
Today’s reading is the conclusion of Peter’s sermon preached following the giving of the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles on the day of Pentecost. The center of his preaching is the bold declaration that God has made the 

crucified Jesus both Lord and Christ. 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea and all who 

live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 36 Therefore let the entire house of 

Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 

crucified." 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 

apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?" 38 Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every one of 

you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone 

whom the Lord our God calls to him." 40 And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted 

them, saying, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." 41 So those who welcomed his message 

were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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SECOND READING                                       1st Peter 1:17-23 
The imagery of exile is used to help the readers of this letter understand that thye are strangers in a strange land. 

Christians no longer belong to this age. Through the death of Christ we belong to God, so that our focus, faith, 

and hope are no longer on such things as silver or gold. 
17 If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in 

reverent fear during the time of your exile. 18 You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways 

inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, 19 but with the precious 

blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 20 He was destined before the foundation 

of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. 21 Through him you have come to 

trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on 

God. 22 Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine 

mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. 23 You have been born anew, not of perishable but 

of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                               “Alleluia ”                                              Hymnal Pg. 142 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                           Luke 24:13-35 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 

talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 16 but their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk 

along?" They stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, 

"Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in 

these days?" 19 He asked them, "What things?" They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who 

was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and 

leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was 

the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22 

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and 

when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 

angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just 

as the women had said; but they did not see him." 25 Then he said to them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and 

how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah 
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should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?" 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the 

prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 28 As they came near the 

village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him 

strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went 

in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and 

gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 

sight. 32 They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on 

the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 

Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34 They were saying, "The 

Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, 

and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                          “The Long, Long, Long Road”                     Rev. Ashley Updegraff 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

            W E    R E S P O N D  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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MISSION HYMN                       “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”                           Hymnal #384 

(3-4) 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL    

P:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

SENDING MUSIC                        “Christ the Lord is Risen Today”                        arr. Robert J. Powell 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, April 26th Third Sunday of Easter 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am Fellowship (Online)  

Thursday, April 30th  

 

Monday, April 27th  

 

Friday, May 1st   

 

Tuesday, April 28th        

 

Saturday, May 2nd      

 

Wednesday, April 29th      

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

Sunday, May 3rd Fourth Sunday of Easter 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am Fellowship (Online) 

PRISM: FoodShare month has been extended through April! 

April’s Mission Offering is designated to Lutheran Social Services. 

 

HOLY NATIVITY INFORMATION… 

 

Worship information: Worship will continue to be on-line through at least the first Sunday in May. 

This coincides with the Governor’s guidance and our Bishop’s recommendation. You can find us live on 

Facebook here: https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/.  

 

Zoom Fellowship Time is back! Zoom is an easy-to-use video conferencing platform that will enable 

us to see and chat with each other after church. Join us from 10:30-11:30am this Sunday, April 26th for 

our third fellowship time! Grab your coffee and be a part of it! Click on this link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81922722902?pwd=L21OOWNibFl3WTFydkJhZEI2UTZuUT09. Your 

internet browser will automatically open, asking if you want to open Zoom. Allow your computer to 

open Zoom! 

 

Until further notice, Centering Prayer will be meeting every Monday from 6:00-7:00 on Zoom. If 

you’re interested in participating, contact Kari Johnson at karijohnson1@hotmail.com.  

 

Stay in touch – If you are not on our email list, email us at office@holynativity.net to be added and 

receive updates and links. Also, “like” us on our Facebook page, and join our Facebook group here. 

 

We are posting information on our website here: http://holynativity.net/.  

 

PRISM news: Due to urgent need, FoodShare month has been extended through April 30th! A message 

from PRISM: All donations (pounds of food and dollars) are added to PRISM's March Food Share 

Campaign hosted by GMCC - Greater Minneapolis Community Connections. Our totals make us 

eligible for us additional bonus dollars. Help us raise 200,000 Dollars or Pounds! 

https://www.prismmpls.org/. 

 

Families! Here's this Sunday's Sunday School lesson! Our Sunday School director Kristen 

Chamberlain has provided you with the Sunday School lesson for this Sunday, April 26th! The theme is 

"The Road to Emmaus" and there is a family page and activity sheets to download! Watch her videos 

starting with part 1: https://youtu.be/4B5UevCKbxY. Print the materials here: 

http://holynativity.net/2020/04/sunday-school-lesson-april-26th-the-road-to-emmaus/  

 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81922722902?pwd=L21OOWNibFl3WTFydkJhZEI2UTZuUT09
mailto:karijohnson1@hotmail.com
mailto:office@holynativity.net
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/52732759131/
http://holynativity.net/
https://www.prismmpls.org/
https://youtu.be/4B5UevCKbxY
http://holynativity.net/2020/04/sunday-school-lesson-april-26th-the-road-to-emmaus/
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Watch videos from our staff on our YouTube channel! Pastor Ashley shares encouragement and 

Kristen Chamberlain has some Sunday School lessons! Check it out here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw  

 

Flat Jesus is back! We’re bringing Flat Jesus back for our quarantine time! (You can call him 

Quarantine Jesus if you want!). Print him out, color him, and then take pictures of what he’s doing: 

helping with school work, taking a walk, cleaning the counters—whatever! Then, upload your pictures 

to the Holy Nativity Facebook Group so we can see what Jesus—and you!—are up to in this time. Print 

him out here: http://holynativity.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/flat-jesus.png. 

 

Special Music! Due to the uncertainty of when we will be able to gather again for worship in person, 

our summer special music sign-up has begun a little earlier than usual. We need musicians starting on 

Sunday, May 10th! If you would you be willing to share your music, either by singing or playing an 

instrument, as a soloist or in a small ensemble, please sign up online here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-summer. Or you may call the church office and 

we'll sign up for a date that works for you. Please contact Iver Hubert with questions at 

ivercrest@gmail.com. Thank you! 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! Now that in-person worship is suspended, 

technology is a big way we stay connected, and is a big part of how you can support Holy Nativity. 

Fortunately, there are many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity from home or wherever you 

are! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. (There are small fees – you can choose to pay them or Holy Nativity 

pays them) 

3. Sign up for Simply Giving for amounts to be automatically withdrawn from your bank account. 

Print, fill out and send in this form. (There are no fees) 

 

Capital Campaign Update! Special Note!! The Foundation for Mission capital campaign officially 

ends May 31, 2020! This campaign has been a great success. Renovation plans are being finalized and if 

all goes well, much of the work should be completed in June 2020. Please make your final contributions 

by May 31, 2020. Thanks for helping Holy Nativity secure a firm Foundation for Mission! 

 

 

Today’s cantor: Iver Hubert 

Today’s scripture reader: Nancy Anderson 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw
http://holynativity.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/flat-jesus.png
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-summer
mailto:ivercrest@gmail.com
mailto:office@holynativity.net

