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The Pastor’s Word
It occurs to me, as our stay-at-home order is relaxed, as stores re-open at 50% capacity, and as we are able to return to restaurants, salons, and gyms, that we might “get
over” quarantine as quickly as we were made to “get in” it. And I don’t mean quick as
in, “one day we are stuck at home and the next day we are at a concert with 25,000 of
our friends,” because we all know that isn’t going to happen. There are baby steps we
will take as we find our footing and our new normal. Things will not get back to how
they were in January for many months to come.
What I mean is that we have spent so much mental energy “in quarantine” that we will
be glad to stop thinking about it or reflecting on it. We will turn a switch in our brain and
say “that’s not us anymore!” and will be glad to be rid of the draining mental and emotional load. It’s been a lot for all of us, and our self-preservation will lead us to being
mentally “done!” now that the stay-at-home order is lifted. This happens in any kind of
crisis—the human brain can only handle so much, so we bury things when they become overwhelming. This pandemic is no different.
Before you flip that switch, however, I think it bears reflecting on this time in our world’s
history. What have you learned about yourself in this time? What have you learned
about your family? What inequalities has the pandemic exacerbated? What is the role
of school in our society? What have we learned about parenting, and the ever-present
myth that you can “have it all?”
I also think it bears reflecting on questions of faith. Where have you experienced God
in this time? How has your faith uplifted you? What questions has the pandemic raised
for you about God and God’s presence in the world? Why is community important?
Why is it valuable to attend church together? What did you miss about church in this
time apart? How can we support our neighbors and address the real issues in our communities? What have we learned about our interdependence?
Take some time in the upcoming days to reflect on these questions. Talk about them at
the dinner table, or journal your responses privately. I think they are important to hold,
front and center, as restrictions ease and we start to find some normalcy. As much as
we’d like to put this whole thing behind us, it has shaped us. It will linger in our individual and collective consciousness. What have we learned that we want to carry with us
as we continue, together, to heal from this crisis? What do we need to let go of? How
have we changed?
These are important things to think about. I hope you will spend some time in reflection
with others and on your own. Like it or not, this is now part of your lived experience.
How will God use what you’ve learned and experienced to shape you moving forward?
Let us know what arises for you! Send me an email or pick up the phone—I am happy
to listen to what you’ve learned and reflect with you about these things. We continue to
be in this, together, after all! And together, our combined learning and shared experience can help create a flourishing future.
Peace, Pastor Ashley
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4 Ways You Can
Financially Support
Holy Nativity From
Your Home
Now that in-person worship is
suspended, technology is a big way we
stay connected, and is a big part of how
you can support Holy Nativity.
Fortunately, there are many ways you
can financially support Holy Nativity from
home or wherever you are!
1. Mail your offering (you may use
your offering envelopes or mail checks to
us at Holy Nativity, 3900 Winnetka
Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427).
2. Give online via our website at
holynativity.net. Just click on “Make
Donation” on the home page. (There are
small fees – you can choose to pay them
or Holy Nativity pays them)
3. Sign up for Simply Giving for
amounts to be automatically withdrawn
from your bank account. Print, fill out and
send in our Simply Giving form, which we
can mail to you or you can print from our
website. (There are no fees)
4. Use our Amazon Smile link
whenever you shop on Amazon.com!
Holy Nativity will receive some of
Amazon’s profits from your sales – you
don’t pay anything extra! Note: Amazon
doesn’t tell us who placed the orders via
our link or what they ordered, so for all
who support us this way, thank you! Our
link is: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/410948618.
We know this is a difficult time for
everyone and we appreciate your
continuing to support Holy Nativity.
Thank you!

o

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, May 19th, 2020
Virtual Meeting Called to Order:
7:03pm by Lori Cowman
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason
Council Devotions: Kristan Kohls
Secretary’s Report: M/S/
Approved minutes from April 21
and May 5.
OLD BUSINESS
Building Update
Parking lot is nearly completed!
Sanctuary renovations are also
underway. Thanks to the volunteers who stepped in to help
move pews so construction could
begin. It is exciting to see things
happening!
Nominating Committee
Only one person (Jon Peterson)
has stepped forward who is interested in serving on the church
council. Council members are
encouraged to speak to people
directly.
Paycheck Protection Program
Loan
All paperwork has been completed and we have received the
loan. Thankfully the ELCA Federal
Credit Union is able to participate
in the Paycheck Protection Program. While this will help with
potential budget shortfalls due to
COVID-19, it is still important
members keep up with intended
giving, if at all possible.
Online Worship
We are ready to go forward during renovations in the Sanctuary;
sound capability has been moved
to the Fellowship Hall. We have
multiple access points for people
to participate with us on Sunday
morning. Several members have
expressed the desire that we
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continue to provide online worship into the future. Online giving
has increased slightly.
Congregational Meeting
Tabled until June council
meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
Small groups/meetings
We will continue to consider the
Stay Safe Minnesota Orders
when making decisions about
returning to allowing gathering
together in our building. Under
some circumstances (e.g.
meetings on the deck), it may
work to relax our approach. No
change in policy was considered
at this meeting.
Weekly Council meetings
It was decided to continue remote council meetings through
June, with check-in meetings
every two weeks as needed.
PASTOR’S REPORTS
Pastor Jason
The staff continues to work to
stay connected with the entire
congregation through this time
of isolation. We continue to
make sure we are connected
with all our members through
phone calls, social media, and email communication.
Online worship is working well.
We will be broadcasting from the
Fellowship Hall while the Sanctuary work is taking place.
Kara Holt and I have been working with the ELCA Credit Union
on the required forms and documentation for opening an account and getting our PPP loan.
Kara received notice yesterday

that everything is complete and
we have been funded. She is
making sure we follow all rules so
the loan can be forgiven.
The Child Care Center continues
to operate and is doing well financially.
We might receive new guidance
from the governor after June 1
regarding the ability to gather in
larger groups. I’m including the
current guidance from the Minnesota Department of Health.
Pastor Ashley
Just a few things to report on:
On Thursday, May 14, I delivered
notes of encouragement and
Funfetti cake/icing to 52 of our
families—from Sunday School
through High School!
The NYC trip has been postponed
until October. We continue to
monitor the situation carefully!
I continue to connect with our
students weekly. Not much
changes in our lives from week to
week, but it’s good to see their
faces over the internets!
Camp Wapo cancelled all of its
summer camps. However, they
are putting together some digital
materials that the Wildfire
churches are hoping to turn into
virtual VBS this summer. We are
thinking about a 5 week series,
tying worship with home activities. Stay tuned for more info!
This will be VBS for everyone!
Not just little kids.
I am taking some vacation time—
which is why I am not here tonight! I am back in the office on
Thursday, May 21.
Closing Prayer: Pastor Jason
Adjourn: 8:20pm

Financial Report: was received and entered into the record.
The YTD 2020 operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($650). When compared to the 2019 YTD operating surplus(deficit) of roughly ($2,900), the financial picture this year is $2,250 better than a year ago. We are 1/3
or 33% of the way through the year and have received 32.4% of our total budgeted revenue. Compared to
last year we had only received 30.1% of the total budgeted revenue at the end of April. Financially it is still
early, but it was good to see offerings pick up from where we ended March.
Treasurer’s Report for the period ending April 30, 2020

ADONAI—written by Alice Loddigs
in this time of change
and differentness
it is comforting to hear your name -- ADONAI
the GOD who does not change
who is the same today as yesterday
YOU are not different now
than yesterday
YOU will always be the same
even as we need to adjust and change
as circumstances change
circumstances do not change YOU
circumstances do not change your promises
circumstances do not change your covenant
your love
your unconditional forgiveness
circumstances may change us
change our perspective
ADONAI
YOUR LOVE is constant
YOU will hold me forever

The entire Holy Nativity staff would like to say
a huge

THANK YOU
to everyone who has called, written or emailed
and told us of your appreciation of things we
are doing during this time we cannot
be together.
You guys are all the greatest and
we miss you!!!
Due to social distancing and keeping
our donors and staff safe, Memorial
Blood Centers have currently
cancelled all mobile blood drives. If
you’re healthy and want to donate,
please contact 1-888-GIVE-BLD to set up an
appointment at one of our donor centers,
which all remain open by appointment only.
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Well, we are still in our time of “uncertainty”, “trial”, “lock down” or whatever you want to call it, but things
seem to be opening up a bit. While we are still unable to worship together physically, it’s been great to see
how we have been able to bring our Sunday services to everyone through the computer and even the telephone!
Even without our weekly donut-and-coffee fellowship time, we are still keeping in touch with one-another.
The telephone is one way, but I love the many people who have been willing to share their stories in the Tidings. What a great way to learn about folks in our Holy Nativity family that you don’t normally visit with! I’m
betting some new friendships will be formed when we are finally back together.
It’s fun to find out what people are doing during this time. Lots of reading and jigsaw puzzles….organizing
closets and cleaning out junk drawers (we all have one!), plenty of hikes and walks now that the weather is
cooperating… gardening...old projects completed...new projects started...my house has never been cleaner
and I can’t have company (doesn’t seem fair!)

Besides keeping busy contacting church members and watching way too many Hallmark movies,
I completed a years-old, needing-to-be-done project and finally painted the glider on my deck.
You can’t see it in the picture here, but it’s now a bright daffodil yellow!
Scattered throughout this Tidings are peeks into the lives of some of our HN families! Hope you enjoy them!
Linda Lien
Hi, I'm Heidi Baker, I am 12 years old, I am in 6th grade and my mom has a fun blog
called Twin Cities Frugal Mom. During quarantine I have been feeling pretty bored so
my mom suggested writing a list of fun things to do. Some things I wrote were….
Have a fancy dinner at home.
Quarantine must be pretty boring so why not have a fancy dinner? Dress nicely and eat
something delicious! Maybe play some classical music too!
Dress as your favorite character.
We don't know how long the virus will be here, maybe until Halloween! One thing to do for Halloween is to
dress up! Think of a character from a cartoon, TV show, video game, etc. That would be fun! Maybe even act
like the character!
Sew some clothes or plushies.
Since most stores are closed, maybe try making something instead of buying it! Sewing isn't very
hard once you get used to it! Maybe make your favorite character from a cartoon!
Pretend to have your future job.
Dress up as what you want to be when you grow up! Like a nurse, or scientist! Turn a room in your home into
your office and get to work! Maybe have someone be your boss and pay you in your own made up currency!
Lastly, start a funny YouTube channel!
People are running out of things to watch, so create something for them! Maybe a vlog channel or a gaming
channel! Get some inspiration from channels like Fgteev or Hobby Kids Tv!
My whole list here: https://www.twincitiesfrugalmom.com/100-things-for-kids-to-do-at-home-when-bored/
Have fun and stay safe!
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Geocaching by Iver Hubert

If you’re looking for an outdoor activity that allows you to Social Distance and do something other than
just walk around the block (again!)
you might consider taking up Geocaching. Put simply; Geocaching is
“treasure hunting” using a GPS. The
“treasures” are containers of various sizes that contain a logbook that
you sign when you find it.
There are millions of caches hidden
around the world. Cresta and I have
found 265 caches while others have
found thousands. Some are just a
little container for the log and nothing else. Some are clever puzzles and
still others are a part of Challenges.
For example, the Challenge we’re
working on right now is the Minnesota State Parks Challenge. Each
park has a cache hidden in it. When
you find one of these caches you get
a card unique to that park. The goal
being to collect them all and earn a
commemorative coin. Plus, it’s great
fun to explore areas we’ve never
been before. Sometimes the
drive/hike to the cache is as enjoyable as finding the cache itself.
If geocaching sounds interesting to
you and you have questions, I’d be
happy to answer them. If you go to
the website geocaching.com they
have a short video that explains how
it’s done as well. To use the site you
do have to be a member but the
membership is free. You can geocache with a handheld GPS unit or
the geocaching app. Geocaching is a
fun, outdoor hobby, away from
crowds and something anyone can
start doing right away. Stay safe,
stay healthy!

I Did What? by Kari Johnson

I know we’re all a little nervous these days; trying to do the right
thing is on our minds all the time. Since all this has started my daily
life has basically consisted of working at home, walking my dogs,
and going to the grocery store. That’s been my one big weekly
outing – going to Cub to pick up groceries for my family, as well as Brian’s 90year-old dad. I decided early on that when I went to the grocery store, I
would wear a mask and gloves, and have a Clorox wipe or two in my pocket,
at the ready to wipe off my gloved hands!
The first day I did this it didn’t take long for me to feel as though this was
making me safer. With list in hand I took my time as I carefully went through
every aisle, touching only what I intended to buy. I wiped my hands periodically with my wipe and kept my distance from others (of course).
After getting through the check-out and systematically bagging up all my groceries (I still am who I am, after all), I wiped my hands with my wipe and left
for my car with the feeling I was doing my part to keep myself and those
around me safe. Ok! Everything’s in the car – I’ve done it - safety is my middle
name! I’m going to text Brian to let him know I’m on my way home so he’ll be
ready to help carry everything in - and I stick my gloved hand in my mouth to
take off my glove!!!!
What the…!!! How could I have possibly done this??? Thinking back, I’m
amazed at how the panic instantly set in. I grabbed the Clorox wipe that was
still in my pocket and immediately wiped my lips, teeth, and tongue. I
grabbed the hand sanitizer out of my purse, cleaned off my hands, and wiped
some of it in my mouth (probably not wise). I kept my mouth open all the way
home and then rinsed it with Listerine – three times! Then I waited. 14 long
days. And every cough, sneeze, or ache made me worry.
So… clearly, I’m fine. But stupidity has never felt so dire.

I made 100 masks for
Monticello hospital at
the request of a doctor
in extended family. My
son volunteered me as someone
who sews. ~ ~ Karen Gaasland
Letting you know of one
Holy Nativity Angel who
does not want her name
used. She was talking on
the phone with one of
our shut-in members and
mentioned she was going out to pick
up chow mein for dinner. She ended up getting some for not only her
husband and herself, but surprising
the shut–in and her husband and
another shut-in as well. What a
sweet gesture!

If you are looking for
a quiet place to reflect and renew
yourself in these trying times, consider the HN Columbarium area.
There are benches in this peaceful
setting where you are surrounded
by plantings. It's located at the south
end of the parking lot near the
youth annex door.
Remember the Columbarium is designed as a final resting place for
ones’ cremains and a memorial wall
for remembrance plaques of loved
ones.
For more information inquire in the
office.
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Ear Savers by Karen Leverson
When we heard about how seamsters were making cloth masks, I did feel compelled to help, but I
knew my equipment needed some maintenance and wasn't quite up to standards needed for constant output. We'd already begun to hear stories and see the pictures of healthcare professionals
whose faces were being marked, and ears hurt from constant 8-to-12 hour wear of PPE masks and
the fabric masks. It looked and sounded just horrible.
Nora was the one who brought me the idea of crocheting mask extenders. She had seen them on
Facebook. The pattern was available on Etsy for only 99¢ and it was amazing! Just a matter of
measuring out the length with chain stitch, then half-double crochet to create a form that looks a lot like a hair barrette. Once I learned it, it was easy to crank out 50 in a day. The yarn tails have to be tied in, then sew on two buttons
and ta-da! No more arguing between mask straps and the bows on my glasses—my ears were saved!
When Nora asked how I felt about offering them to people we know, I was all for it. She posted it on Facebook and we
took in a couple orders, including one from a former workmate of Nora's from 3M who is now at Medtronic. Nora's
workmate ordered 5 and she and her fellow employees liked them so much, she ordered ten more. Then Nora offered
them to her current coworkers and the next thing we knew, we were an ear-saving factory!
That was when we found out what the real challenges would be; the materials. I'm using cotton yarn only, because it's
more durable and will stretch less with wear. I also had a stash of buttons at first. The ear-savers work by hooking the
elastic straps on the mask on a button sewn with thread on either end of the crochet form. The size of the buttons is
pretty particular; no smaller than three-quarter inch. My buttons stash vanished pretty fast with the batch we made for
the Firehouse Mask Drive that was held at the end of April. Buying more yarn didn't go very well, because cotton yarn
has always been hard to come by, and I'm not the only one using it for ear-savers. Buttons are in short supply for the
same reason.
Online ordering to the rescue! Not me, though—Nora found sources for the yarn, and ordered buttons from eBay, but
delivery times are slow. We're stocked up on yarn for the time being, but buttons continue to be tricky. A current
coworker of Nora's sent us a pack of 80 buttons, which takes care of forty ear savers. We still need to make more that
will be sent to the Minnesota Vet's Home, as well as filling remaining requests.
These days, I split my time between crocheting a large table doily and ear-savers. Nora has been working from home
since mid-March, so on her breaks, she prepares the packages after the ear-savers are done, washed and individually
wrapped in plastic. Then I take the finished packages to the Post Office.
When I made my first ear-saver, and the first four or whatever, I didn't think I was going to be starting a business. Since
it seems like I have, I could use some more buttons. Plastic, three-quarter inch, any color. If you have them, you can
mail them to us—I'd love to use them. Oh, and we're non-profit. If you want two or four or whatever, let us know. Your
ears will thank you!
6292 Monticello Lane North, Maple Grove, MN 55369—763-442-2386
There are silver linings in
these uncertain times!!
One of those is happening because of the City of Crystal
and the West Metro Fire Department. During the Stay at Home Order, these two departments created
a birthday brigade program. If you
have a child 12 and under who is
celebrating a birthday, you can request a drive-by parade to take
place! Depending on availability, a
birthday child can expect to see police cars, fire engines and even a
dump truck drive past their house
sounding sirens and lighting up the
street!
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Some families have been putting their carpentry skills to work. Take a
look at the flower boxes the Kubly family made for Janet for Mother’s
Day, and the treehouse built by the Grimes’ family!

Sunday School

We have wrapped up what as surely been one of the strangest Sunday School years in history. Normally, during the month of May, we would be praising the warmer weather and thinking about how to best send our
students off into summer break. We would be planning for Sunday School Teacher appreciation – a day we
acknowledge and celebrate our Sunday School Teachers for everything they have done for our students over
the past year. Instead, we were all away from our students, sheltering in place, making sure that we are doing our best to keep our community safe. Trying to convey our thanks to our teachers – all who volunteer
their time and talent – in the absence of our regular traditions and rituals feels inadequate. Nevertheless, we
will do our best to honor these important members of our community. I encourage you to reach out if you
can to thank them for everything that they do for our community.
Preschool & Kindergarten: Ann Wahlstrom, Lyndsey Wedll
1st & 2nd Grade: Debbie Christensen, George Maxwell, Deb Campion
3rd Grade: Chris Daniels, Kelly Duclos
4th Grade: Sarah Monner, Kristin Daniels
5th & 6th Grade: Alan Sommervold, Kristen Chamberlain
Confirmation Small Group Leaders:
Lori Cowman, Wendy Grimes, Don Koska, Andrew Kubly, Leah Weisjahn
Pastor Ashley
Youth Forum and Senior High Forum Leaders:
Lori Cowman, Wendy Grimes, Pastor Ashley
Thanks to Sunday School Teachers, a Haiku by Kristen Chamberlain
In Fall, Winter, Spring (5 syllables)
Thanks, for sharing of your time (7 syllables)
Seasons of God’s word (5 syllables)
In short, a haiku is a form of traditional Japanese poetry. Haiku typically
integrate two things or ideas, are written in a 5-7-5 format, and make
some kind of reference to the seasons.
Sunday School haiku writing contest! Please submit a haiku to Kristen
at Kristen.Chamberlain@gmail.com by June 17th. Keep in mind the
three principles of haiku: Two ideas or things, 5-7-5 formatting, and
some reference to nature or the seasons. I look forward to reading
them!
CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES!
Alex Lerum - Hopkins High School, plans to attend Concordia Moorhead to
study either exercise, science or finance
Ryan Hansen - Armstrong High School - plans unsure at this time

The Holy Nativity Sunday School Program is
looking for teachers
for Sunday School for the 20-21
school year! We don’t know challenges the upcoming year will
bring, but I am confident we can
meet these challenges with your
help! Please let Kristen Chamberlain know if you are willing to
teach Sunday School. No previous teaching experience of any
kind is required. Sunday School
teachers team-teach the classes
and Kristen is happy to help out.
Please consider becoming a Sunday School teacher!
Drive Through Planting Craft
Sunday School hosted a drive
through planting craft on Saturday, May 16th. Sunday School
families were invited to drive
through the parking lot at church
to receive their flowers, soil, and
pots for the craft. The spring
planting craft has long been a
tradition on the last day of Sunday School and we were very
happy to continue it in some
form this year.

Jacob Thomas - Cooper High School, plans to attend Saint Scholastica majoring in social studies and secondary education
Sam Kohls - Osseo High School, plans to attend Iowa State majoring in Aerospace engineering
If you would like to acknowledge our seniors, feel free to mail something to
Wendy Grimes, 4231 Florida Ave N, Crystal MN 55428. She will make sure to
deliver it to them!
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Building Project Frequently Asked Questions
Q: It sounds like a lot of projects are taking place. What
all is being done?
A: The parking lot has been replaced. It has also been upgraded to
make it ADA-compliant. This was done by adding a ramp from the
parking lot to the front door and moving some handicap parking spaces
so the slope and size of the spaces comply with ADA.
Also, the sanctuary is being remodeled. The ceiling water damage is
being repaired and the ceiling will be repainted. In addition, new carpeting is being installed, the front tile is being replaced, and the pews
and worship furnishings are being refinished and re-padded.
Q: Was this work approved by the congregation?
A: Yes, all of the projects were introduced, explained, and (where appropriate) voted on by the congregation at the May 2019 congregational meeting. It took this long to have all the work scheduled and completed.
Q: When will all the work be completed?
A: We can’t say for sure due to the number of contractors/companies
involved in the work, but we hope to have everything completed by the
end of June.
Q: This sounds like an expensive list of projects. How are we paying for
it?
A: We have three separate sources of funds for these projects: Insurance money from the roof replacement (to cover damage to the ceiling), the Foundation for Mission capital campaign (to cover the carpet),
and estate gifts (mainly from the Bob and Ruth Paulson estate) to cover
the remaining projects/costs. We are not adding any debt to complete
these projects.
Please contact either of the Pastors or any of the Council members
with questions.
Here is the link for our 9:30am Sunday
worship service:

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/live_videos/
Make sure you "like" the page and the live service will automatically pop up
for you in Facebook when it starts. You can access our Sunday worship
bulletin at www.holynativity.net.
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 after noon on Sundays and listen to the
service over the phone.
You can also view previous worship services on our YouTube channel.
Our YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw/
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Things to know (and do!)….
The next Tidings needs
your help! It’s going to
be “Tidings...The Cooking Edition!” I need
stories (of the best recipe ever or
the biggest fail ever!) and recipes
as well. I’ll include all I can fit in.
Please email them to Linda Lien
at linda@holynativity.net or mail
them to me at 4623 Queen Avenue North, Mpls, MN 55412 by
June 12th. This should be fun.
Feel free to include a picture!
~~~~~~~
July through December offering
envelopes will be in your mailboxes in the next few weeks.
Everyone will receive them, even
if you give on-line, through Simple Giving, or some other automatic way. The packet contains
envelopes for special offerings
such as Thanksgiving and Christmas, as well as for flowers and
mission offerings. Thank you for
your understanding as to why
you are receiving these envelopes.
Our thoughts and prayers
go out to:
~ The family of Duane
Skoglund upon his death
~ The family of Charlene
Amundson upon her death
“Blessed are those who mourn
for they will be comforted”
~ Matthew 5:4
JUNE MISSION OFFERING
is designated to
PINE RIDGE
Mission offerings help those who
are in need on the reservation

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING,
and so much more!!
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422.
Phone: 763-529-1350.
Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org
or "like" PRISM's Facebook page,
or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com

COVID-19 UPDATE: PRISM continues to provide food via a drive-up
model at their Golden Valley location. The number of families served
has nearly doubled – coming from as far away as Shakopee! Each family receives a box of non-perishable items, produce, meat, dairy as available, as well as access to snack packs for kids, hygiene items, pet food,
and diapers. No one is turned away, and there is no limit on how often
a family can receive food, for as long as donations and volunteers keep
pace with the need.
PRISM will accept food donations Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm. Items
in short supply are ramen noodles, pasta, pancake mix and breakfast
cereal. Cash donations are most useful – you can donate via the PRISM
website, or mail a check to PRISM at 1220 Zane Ave. No, Golden Valley
55422.
In addition to the drive-up access, PRISM is now partnering with Jewish
Family & Children’s Service (JFCS) to be able to deliver food to people
who do not have transportation. This is a new program to expand service to those in need.
PRISM ALWAYS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS – Food is being distributed Monday-Thursday, 10am-3pm, and volunteer shifts are 9am-noon, or noon3pm those days. Social distancing is being observed as much as possible. Volunteers must be 15 or older. If you can help with a shift, please
contact Kevin Lytle, Volunteer Coordinator at PRISM at 763-432-4204,
or via email – klytle@prismmpls.org for more details. If you have an
interest in doing something good for your community, volunteering at
PRISM is a great place to be involved.

The parking resurfacing and new
ADA compliant access is complete.
It looks wonderful!
Special Music!
Due to the uncertainty of
when we will be able to
gather again for worship
in person, our summer special music
sign-up has begun a little earlier
than usual. We need musicians now!
If you would you be willing to share
your music, either by singing or playing an instrument, as a soloist or in a
small ensemble, please sign up
online here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
8050b48afad2fa4fb6- summer. Or
you may call the church office and
we'll sign up for a date that works
for you. Please contact Iver Hubert
with questions.
We need scripture readers!
If you are able to come in
and read the lessons during
worship, please sign up here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-scripture
or call the office and we will sign you
up! We need readers through this
summer.

Construction has begun in the Sanctuary!
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Do you want to know more about what
makes our church tick? Do you have
ideas about how we might better serve
our congregation and community? The
Holy Nativity is currently seeking
members who would be interested in
serving on our Congregational
Council. We have twelve positions on
our Council and one third of them (four)
are up for election each year. Each
Council member is assigned a ministry
team for which they are the liaison to
council. Under normal circumstances,
the Council meets once a month and the
Ministry teams meet once a
month. Ministry team positions are
assigned annually and we are usually
able to match Council members with the
ministry teams for which they have the
most passion or interest. There are no
guarantees, but we have also found that
Ministry team assignation sometimes
help individuals gain a new passion. In
my time at Holy Nativity, I have served
on the Council for ten years (not
consecutive). I have been the liaison for
Worship, Arts and Music, Finance,
Parish Life, Education, and
Stewardship. I have served three years
as President and at least one as
Treasurer. The last two years I've
served the remainder of someone else's
term. I have loved serving on our
Council, but it's time for someone else to
infuse new opinions and fresh energy to
the Council. We elect new Council
members at our annual meeting
(currently scheduled for May 17). We
really love to get a cross section of
individuals who will represent our
congregation - so if you're a confirmed
member between the ages of 16 and 100
and are interested in serving on the
Council, please contact me! Please
don't wait to be invited - we don't always
know who will be a great Council
member. No one ever invited me - I
volunteered the first time and I was so
glad I did. With that said, If you know of
someone who maybe won't volunteer,
but you think they'd be a great Council
member, please forward their names to
me too. You can reach me at
612.709.5472 or
lori.cowman@gmail.com for more
information.
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Book Look
Ah, time at home. What are you
doing with your time? Like many
of us you are cleaning, organizing, etc.
Gretchen Rubin
chronicles her efforts
in The Happiness Project: Or Why I Spent a
Year Trying to Sing in
the Morning, Clean
My Closets, Fight Right, Read Aristotle, and Generally Have More
Fun. She had an epiphany one
rainy afternoon in the unlikeliest
of places: a city bus. “The days
are long but the years are short,”
she realized. “Time is passing,
and I’m not focusing enough on
things that really matter.” In that
moment she decided to dedicate
a year to her happiness project.
In this lively and compelling account, Rubin chronicles her adventures during the twelve
months she spent test-driving the
wisdom of the ages, current scientific research, and lessons
from popular culture about how
to be happier. Among other
things, she found that novelty
and challenge are powerful
sources of happiness; that money
can help buy happiness, when
spent wisely; that outer order
contributes to inner calm; and
that the very smallest of changes
can make the biggest difference.
Daniel H. Pink says “This is the
rare book that will make you
both smile and think—often on
the same page.”

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –
LANDSCAPE I
As I worked outside
in May, I noticed a
tremendous
amount of leaves, dead bushes &
tree limbs along our south fence bordering Beth-el Cemetery. I have removed 9 truckloads of branches/
brush from all our pine trees, bushes
and Beth-el fence branches. There
are still a few truckloads left. I also
sprayed all the dandelions between
the Columbarium and Daycare to
help prevent bees from stinging any
child or adult allergic to their venom.
The bees can pollenate the rest of
our grounds. My next project is to fill
in the crane/ truck track ruts and
seed/sod the damaged landscape
along Quebec Ave. The Gas Project
will repair Winnetka sod. Many
thanks to Rawley, Verne and Mark
for their guidance and lawn mowing.

(MMC) Members
with Mobility
Challenges
RELAXATION BENEFITS:
Mayo Clinic
Benefits of Practicing Relaxation
Techniques are:
Slowing heart rate and breathing
rate, lowering blood pressure, improving digestion, maintaining
normal blood sugar levels, reducing
activity of stress hormones, increasing blood flow to major muscles,
reducing muscle tension/chronic
pain, improving concentration/
mood/sleep quality, lowering fatigue, reducing anger/frustration,
boosting ability to handle problems.
Relaxation techniques can help you
enjoy a healthier and better quality
of life. Relax daily!

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
It’s the best way to thank them for
supporting our newsletter!
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Do you need a ride
to church on
Sunday mornings?
We have some church members
who have volunteered to help out.
Please call the church office
(763-545-1647) by Thursday
afternoon to leave your name and
phone number. You will receive a
call back by Saturday connecting you
with a driver.

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, ELCA
3900 Winnetka Avenue North
New Hope, Minnesota 55427
(763) 545-1647 Fax: 763-545-8339
Email: office@holynativity.net
Web site: www.holynativity.net

NON PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
Twin Cities MN
Permit No. 2285

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Any volunteer
drivers out there?
Please call the church office

HOLY NATIVITY STAFF
Senior Pastor Jason Wahlstrom
(H) 763-767-3051
pastorjason@holynativity.net
Associate Pastor Ashley Updegraff
(C) 636-448-7751
pastorashley@holynativity.net
Iver Hubert
Director of Music Ministry
iver@holynativity.net
Lisa Baker
Organist/Communications Coordinator
lisa@holynativity.net
Linda Lien
Congregational Care Coordinator
and Funeral Coordinator
linda@holynativity.net
Wendy Grimes
Youth Ministry Associate
wendy.grimes@yahoo.com
Kristen Chamberlain
Sunday School Director
kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com
Kari Johnson
Choristers Director
kari@holynativity.net
Kara Holt
Financial Coordinator
karaholt@msn.com
Tom Wiblishauser
Custodian
twiblishauser@comcast.net
Amy Laite
Sunday Nursery Coordinator
amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com
Brittany Anderson
Childcare Director
(HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681
holynativitycccc@gmail.com
General Message
office@holynativity.net

Our Mission
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church is a welcoming community
dedicated to helping all know God’s love
through worship, service and fellowship.”

