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PLEASE JOIN US (OR CONTINUE TO!) AS OUR OUTDOOR, SOCIAL DISTANCING WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICES CONTINUE AT LEAST
THROUGH AUGUST 26TH. THEY ARE HELD IN THE HOLY NATIVITY PARKING
LOT AT 7:00PM.
BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIR (or we will have some) AND MASK.
COMMUNION WILL BE SERVED.
CHECK FACEBOOK, YOUR EMAIL OR CALL LINDA AT 612-270-3852 AFTER
3:00PM TO SEE IF WORSHIP WILL BE CANCELLED DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER.

The Pastor’s Word
As I write this, I’m sitting at home in my dining room, enjoying the quiet of the house. I’ve taken to working from home
on Tuesdays for this very reason—to enjoy the quiet of my home. With five kids coming in and out, it’s not often that
this place is still. But on Tuesdays, it is. So I stay home to enjoy it while I do my work remotely.
Yet as I relish this quiet, I’m dreaming of a different kind of quiet. Last week at this time, I was in the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area, canoeing and camping and exploring. After 10 years of living in Minnesota, I finally scratched this item off
my bucket list. And I’m hooked.

I’ve always loved the outdoors, and water in particular. It’s my California roots, I suspect. But this time, what I loved
more than the crystal clear, cool water and the astounding rock formations, was the quiet.
My life is so noisy. So—polluted. I listen to audio books in the car, I’m inundated with news on social media, I put music
on in the background while I write my sermons. My days and my time are filled with meetings and deadlines and (preCovid!) social activities. These things make my life noisy. But they also give me the illusion of control. I come to believe
that if I stopped doing all those things, the world would end. Because, of course, I’m the one holding it all together.
But the wilderness teaches us something different. The wilderness reminds us how small we are—how insignificant, in
the scheme of the whole creation. The tides go in and out, without us. The sun appears and disappears and reappears,
without us. The loons make their haunting call, without us. The trees shimmy and rustle, without us. None of it is dependent on me. Or on you.
The quiet—and the smallness—is a precious gift creation gives to us. It’s a precious gift the Creator gives to us: quiet to
still our souls and give our thoughts room to breathe and help us make sense of what we are feeling, smallness to remember that God is the one holding it all together, that we are not responsible for the turning of the world.
These are reminders I need, and my guess is that you could use them too. In what remains of this summer, I encourage
you to go outside and explore God’s beautiful creation. Find silence and don’t rush to escape it. Linger in stillness and
slowness. Go somewhere that reminds you that you are small. Be overcome with gratitude that you are not the one
holding it all together. And then rejoice because even though you are small—God, who created the mountains and the
wind and the waves and the air—loves you. Cares for you. Knows you. As the psalmist says: “When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars that you have established; what are human beings that you are
mindful of them, mortals that you care for them? Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them
with glory and honor…O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”
In peace and quiet and the joy of being small, Pastor Ashley
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Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, July 21st, 2020
Virtual Meeting Called to Order:
7:04pm President Lori Cowman
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason
Council Devotions: Connie Toavs
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved
June 2020 minutes.
OLD BUSINESS:
Building update
First stage of sanctuary work is
nearly complete, including ceiling,
lighting, and vents. Carpet and tile
work will happen next. Altar furniture is complete and will be moved
back once carpet and tile are done.
Pews are being refinished and are
awaiting arrival of new fabric. Live
streaming will move back into sanctuary once carpet and tile is done.
Parking lot is complete except for a
few minor details.
One air conditioning unit was replaced with a spare unit being
stored in the shed.
Return to corporate worship
Still operating with a “wait and see”
how things look regarding what
happens with the virus. Since our
last meeting we have conducted
outdoor worship on Wednesday
nights. Most people are complying
with social distancing. We want to
protect everyone. Outside is perhaps safer. When we move inside
there is more danger involved.
Nominating Committee
Nominating committee has been
moving slowly. Several people have
declined. Please forward any names
of people who should be asked to
Pastor Jason. Candidates need to be
in place before we can have a congregational meeting.
Congregational meeting proposal
The Executive Committee has discussed the possibility of holding a
virtual congregational meeting utilizing a paper ballot that people
would mail in or drop off at the

church. Major business for this
meeting will be the slate of candidates for church council.
Racial Injustice programming update
Pastor Ashley is compiling resources
with links to books, articles and other media that people can be directed to. A fall book study is in the
works.
PASTORS REPORTS
Pastor Jason
1. Wednesday night worship is going well. We’ve had around 45 people for each of the first two
weeks. Some people want to get a
little too close to each other, I think,
but otherwise it has been good to
be together in person.
2. Online worship continues to work
well. Our fellowship hall setup is
more than adequate while we wait
for the sanctuary to be ready. We
shifted our set a bit so Word of Life
won’t have to move any of our stuff
for their worship.
3. The Child Care Center continues
to operate and is doing well financially. The board meets on Friday
morning.
4. Word of Life is back in the fellowship hall for in-person worship.
They have a preparedness plan that
meets state guidelines and are disinfecting the space after using it. A
request has been made by our custodial staff that they disinfect the
bathrooms out of concern for his
safety.
5. I will be on vacation from August
12-25.
Pastor Ashley
I’m back from 4 too-short days in
the Boundary Waters! It was amazing. I’ll try not to talk about it too
much! I toured Wilderness Canoe
Base, which is affiliated with Camp

Wapo, and will definitely be planning a youth and/or intergenerational trip in the future!
~ 22 VBS/Camp-in-a-box kits went
out to Holy Nativity members, and
about 87 kits across 4 wildfire
churches. We are in week two!
~ I am taking 11 high school students
camping for three days next week.
This is the safest thing we can do
since we’re missing our summer
trip. I’m accommodating all family’s requests for sleeping and driving arrangements, and all parents
are to sign a waiver/liability statement. I have covered all our bases!
~ I’ll set up more August dates for
Coffee with Pastor Ashley!
~ Fundraising:
* We want to do a few fundraising
things if, indeed, our October trip
is a go. If not, then at least there
will be some money in the youth
account! Social distancing will be
in place without large group gatherings.
* Coffee and Pizza sales: can be contactless/mostly so!
These are things people would
normally purchase, and doesn’t
require businesses to donate.
* Drive-in movie: in September or
October, in the parking lot. We’d
sell concessions and follow social
distancing and ask for a free-will
offering.
M/S/Approved three new youth
fundraisers.
ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
Endowment is pleased to announce
our 2020 Scholarship Winners.
1. Alexander Lerum - attending
Concordia College - Moorhead
2. Samuel Kohls - attending Iowa
State
A grant proposal has been received
from the properties board for purchase of streaming equipment.
Closing Prayer. Pastor Ashley
M/S/Approved to adjourn at
8:04pm.

COMING SOON!!! In August, the
youth of Holy Nativity will be selling coffee and pizza. Stay tuned
for more information and exact
details in the Holy Post if you are
interested in purchasing Heggies
pizza or coffee from Driven
Coffee. All proceeds will benefit
future
trips
for our
youth.

Thank you to Rachel Eggert for planting our new
pollinator garden!
For her Scouts Venturing Summit Award service project, Rachel
Eggert and some other volunteers planted a pollinator garden at Holy Nativity
by Winnetka Avenue, where the three white crosses used to be.
"Rusty Patch Bumblebees significantly contribute to our environment, impact
the ecosystem as a whole, and are endangered in Hennepin County. This garden will impact our local community by helping sustain local wildlife through
the pollination of flowers and fruits. Planting a bee/pollinator garden with
Minnesota native wildflowers and plants will help sustain the local bee/
pollinator population and beautify the church area!"
Thank you to those of you who helped plant this garden this month!

Financial Report: was received and entered into the record.
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Holy Nativity’s 4th Annual
Women’s Summer Book Study!
Women—mark your calendars, and get reading! Tuesday, August 11th from 6:30-8:00pm will be
our 2020 book study! We’ll be reading The Book of Longings, by Sue Monk Kidd.
This is a deeply moving, profound fictional account of Jesus’ life, from the perspective of his
wife. You read that right! It’s a fictional exploration of what it would have been like if Jesus had
a
wife, and it’s about the voice of women in a culture hell-bent on writing them out of stories.
It’s a new release, and is therefore only available in hardback. Amazon is selling them here, for $17.00.
https://www.amazon.com/Book-Longings-Sue-Monk-Kidd/dp/052542976X. If you would like to participate
and cannot afford the price of this book, please let me know! Funds are available.
I’m so excited to share this book with you, and for the conversation it will spark. Please email me at
pastorashley@holynativity.net or call the church office (763-545-1647) to sign up for the book study!
I will be in touch as we get closer as to the logistics of the event, but I am hoping it doesn’t have to look too
different from past years. We can meet outside, in smaller groups if needed, and maintain social distancing. If
you are uncomfortable meeting in person, and are instead interested in an on-line version of the conversation, let me know. Perhaps we can do both.
I hope to see you there! Happy reading!
Pastor Ashley

Book Look
As I’m writing this some of the libraries are starting to reopen. There will be joy when our
favorite library is ready for us to use again.
The Library Book by Susan Orlean is “…an ambitiously researched, well written book that
serves as a portal into a place of history, drama, culture, and stories. Susan Orleans’s
thrilling journey through the stacks reveals how these beloved institutions provide much
more than just books-- and why they remain an essential part of the heart, mind, and soul of our country.”
Mpls Star Tribune
On the morning of April 28, 1986, a fire alarm sounded in the Los Angeles Public Library. The fire was disastrous; it reached 2000 degrees and burned for more than seven hours. By the time it was extinguished, it
had consumed four hundred thousand books and damaged seven hundred thousand more. Investigators descended on the scene, but more than thirty years later, the mystery remains: Did someone purposely set fire
to the library—and if so, who?
In this “exquisitely written, consistently entertaining” (The New York Times) book, Orlean chronicles the fire
and its aftermath to show the larger, crucial role that libraries play in our lives; delves into the evolution of
libraries; brings each department of the library to vivid life; studies arson and attempts to burn a copy of a
book itself; reexamines the case of Harry Peak, the blond-haired actor long suspected of setting fire to the
Los Angeles Public Library more than 30 years ago.
Here’s a long overdue THANK YOU to Lynn Kvalness for being our behind-the-scenes Book Look writer. What
a wonderful job of finding great books and bringing them to our attention!
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING,
and so much more!!
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422.
Phone: 763-529-1350.
Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org
or "like" PRISM's Facebook page,
or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com
BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACK PROGRAM : In conjunction with the Robbinsdale School District, PRISM has decided to proceed with this program even
though at this writing a decision has not yet been announced regarding what
returning to school will look like. Regardless, kids need supplies. Along with 7
other congregations, Holy Nativity has agreed to be a secured drop-off location for this year’s drive. From NOW until August 14 supplies and good quality backpacks can be dropped off in the narthex. Supplies needed include
notebooks, loose leaf paper, folders, flash drives, calculators, highlighters,
markers, Clorox wipes, Kleenex, and Facemasks.
You can purchase from the comfort of your own home by using Linktr.ee/
prismmpls which will take you directly to both Amazon and Target online wish
lists. This is a very easy way to order needed items and help kids get a good
start back to learning. Ship your order to Holy Nativity and it will get included
in the drop-off donations.
On Tuesday, August 18 at 9:00am, we are asking for volunteers willing to
come in to fill the backpacks, which will then be delivered to PRISM. Please
contact the office or Pat Harwell if you would be willing to help.
The distribution this year will be on Friday, August 21 and 28 via a drive- up
model similar to the food distribution. If you or someone you know needs
school supplies at no cost, call 763-529-1350.
COVID-19 UPDATE:
PRISM continues to provide food via a drive-up model at their Golden Valley
location. The need continues to increase, and the expectation is that it will
continue throughout the Fall as assistance programs run out. 1,538 families
were served in June, vs. 900 in June last year.
PRISM is accepting food donations Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm. Cash donations are most useful – you can donate via the PRISM website, or mail a check
to PRISM at 1220 Zane Ave. No, Golden Valley 55422.
PRISM ALWAYS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS – please contact Kevin Lytle, Volunteer
Coordinator at PRISM at 763-432-4204, or via email – klytle@prismmpls.org
for more details. If you have an interest in doing something good for your
community, volunteering at PRISM is a great place to be involved.

What a strange
and eventful
year it has
been - and we
are just over
half done! Normally, we would be preparing our
Sunday School curriculum to
begin in September, but we do
not know yet what the fall will
bring for our Sunday School families. If you are interested in continuing as a Sunday School teacher, or in teaching Sunday School
for the first time, please contact
Kristen at
Kristen.Chamberlain@gmail.com.
She is looking forward to hearing
from interested teachers as we
make decisions about what Sunday School could look like in the
upcoming year. Updates will be
posted during the upcoming
weeks.

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
Here is the link for our 9:30am
Sunday worship services: https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure
you "like" the page and the live
service will automatically pop up for
you in Facebook when it starts. You
can access our Sunday worship
bulletin at www.holynativity.net.
You can also call 1-855-341-0527
after noon on Sundays and listen to
the service over the phone.
In addition to Facebook, you can
view worship services on our
YouTube channel!
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw/
videos

4 Ways You Can
Financially
Support Holy
Nativity From
Your Home
Thank you for your continued
financial support! During this
time of online and outdoor
worship, there are still many
ways you can financially support
Holy Nativity!
1. Mail your offering (you may
use your offering envelopes or
mail checks to us at Holy Nativity,
3900 Winnetka Avenue North,
New Hope, MN 55427).
2. Put your offering in the
offering plate at our Wednesday
night outdoor worship services.
3. Give online via our website
at holynativity.net. Just click on
“Make Donation” on the home
page.
4. Ask the office to send you a
Simply Giving form for automatic
withdrawals.
We know this is a difficult time
for everyone and we appreciate
your continued support to Holy
Nativity. Thank you!
There are
new dates
and times up
for Curbside
Coffee with
Pastor Ashley! Mondays, August
10 and August 24. Sign-up online!
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49curbside

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –
NATURE HIKE/ADVENTURE
TRAIL

For those of you who didn’t understand last month’s cartoon,
here’s a quick explanation. The
animals are skunks (not mice or
squirrels), hence the reference to
“pews” (think stink...pee-U!).
And, since we currently don’t
have any pews in our sanctuary,
we are in need of some. Also,
please do not worry about custodian Tom. He was not let go as
some of you thought. We appreciate him so much and plan on
keeping him around for a long
time!

AUGUST MISSION
OFFERING
is designated to
GLOBAL HEALTH MINISTRIES
A charitable organization that
provides medical supplies and
funding for Lutheran healthcare
missionaries
The Holy Nativity
Christian Child
Care Center has
openings for children in all classrooms (ages six
weeks through five years) for the
fall. Contact Brittany at 763-5910681.

After 20 truckloads
of weeds and brush,
we have a new trail
around the top of Paradise Hill that
will allow our youth to explore nature, as well as burn excess energy
searching for chives, hostas, lilies or
thistles to remove. Verne and Dorothy were the first to walk the path.
Verne was even able to find chives
he planted years ago. I was also able
to paint the daycare railings gold,
and sand, prime and paint the four
daycare outside doors to the playground, trim more grounds trees,
cement patch our front entrance
and spray Winnetka, Quebec and
church perimeter weeds. Many
thanks to Verne for his post repair
of the trash fence, Kirby’s work on
the Fellowship Hall window and
Rawley and Arden’s lawn mowing.

SENIOR FITNESS SAFE DISTANCE BIKING
Local cities are doing
more and more to accommodate/encourage
biking to navigate their
city streets, giving us options for regular trips to the store,
errands or even cycling to church/
work. This gives the rider fresh air
and regular exercise versus getting
stalled in traffic. Boone Ave was recently reconstructed with bike lanes
on both sides of the street! Wear
your helmet as well as a bright green
or orange vest so motorists can see
you for safety. Check out the bike
trails around Medicine or Eagle Lake,
French Regional Park, Elm Creek,
Luce Line or Dakota Trail for adventure. Questions/Tom Wiblishauser

Flowers!—Please consider contributing Sunday altar flowers. Cost
is $25 for flowers or plant. These can be dedicated in honor or
memory of loved ones or for special occasions. Please contact the
church office to sign up.

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!
It’s the best way to thank them for
supporting our newsletter!
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pastorashley@holynativity.net
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lisa@holynativity.net
Linda Lien
Congregational Care Coordinator
and Funeral Coordinator
linda@holynativity.net
Wendy Grimes
Youth Ministry Associate
wendy.grimes@yahoo.com
Kristen Chamberlain
Sunday School Director
kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com
Kari Johnson
Choristers Director
kari@holynativity.net
Kara Holt
Financial Coordinator
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Our Mission
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church is a welcoming community
dedicated to helping all know God’s love
through worship, service and fellowship.”

