
LARGE PRINT 
Seventeenth Sunday  

after Pentecost 
 

 

Matthew 21:23-32 

After driving the moneychangers 

out of the temple (21:12),  

Jesus begins teaching there.  

His authority is questioned by 

the religious leaders, who are 

supposed to be in charge  

of the temple. 
 

 

 

S  e p  t  e  m  b  e  r    2  7   ,  2  0  2  0 

9  :  3  0   a . m . 
HOLY NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH     

 New Hope, Minnesota    

    www.holynativity.net 



 

 
2 

 

Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue 

North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net     

Email: office@holynativity.net 

 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy 

Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming community dedicated 

to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and 

fellowship.” 

 

Join us for worship on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator  

& Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser,  

Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org)

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 

Quote: “The authority [of Jesus] is from God and serves to uplift and 

protect those facing the worst lived experience, suffering, and 

oppression.” -Joseph Castaneda 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray,  

and reflect on why we are here. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                          

  “Here I Am, Lord”                                                 Arr. Jack Schrader 

            

               

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who creates, redeems, and 

sustains us and all of creation. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Faithful God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go 

our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before 

examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our 

neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us 

humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in 

you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his 

death and resurrection, Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth 

that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of  Jesus 

Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 

God’s work in the world. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

 

GATHERING HYMN                 

 “Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun”                           Hymnal #557 

               (verses 1, 3, & 5) 
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GREETING & KYRIE                  Hymnal Pg. 138 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                       Hymnal Pg. 139 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:   The Lord be with you. 

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together: (unison) God of love, giver of life, you 

know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome 

them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the 

way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

ANTHEM      

"Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”                         Arr. Joseph Martin                                   

              Kim Boursier 

 

Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav’n to earth come down; 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling, All Thy faithful mercies crown, 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion. Pure, unbounded love Thou art. 

Visit us with Thy salvation. Enter ev’ry trembling heart. 

 

Finish, Lord, Thy new creation. Pure and spotless let us be. 

Let us see Thy great salvation perfectly restored in Thee. 

Changed from glory into glory, till in heav’n we take our place. 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, love and praise. 

 

Love divine. 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D    

A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 
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FIRST READING                           Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of 

what their parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse 

their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn 

and live. 
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 What do you mean by repeating 

this proverb concerning the land of Israel, "The parents have eaten 

sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge"? 3 As I live, says 

the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4 

Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life 

of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.  25 

Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of 

Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When 

the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, 

they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they 

shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 

they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 

their life. 28 Because they considered and turned away from all the 

transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 

shall not die. 29 Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is 

unfair." O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways 

that are unfair?  30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of 

you according to your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn 

from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31 

Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed 

against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why 

will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I have no pleasure in the death 

of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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SECOND READING         Philippians 2:1-13 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a 

very early Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his 

obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the 

essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian 

accord. 
1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 

love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make 

my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 

in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let 

each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 

others. 5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God 

as something to be exploited, 7 but emptied himself, taking the form 

of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human 

form, 8 he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death 

-- even death on a cross. 9 Therefore God also highly exalted him and 

gave him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you 

have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 

now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 

trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to 

will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL VERSE                               

              “Alleluia”                                                      Hymnal Pg. 142 

 
 

GOSPEL READING               Matthew 21:23-32   

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew…  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 

people came to him as he was teaching, and said, "By what authority 

are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" 24 Jesus 

said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 

answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 

Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 

origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From 

heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' 26 But 

if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard 

John as a prophet." 27 So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." 

And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things. 28 "What do you think? A man had two sons; he 

went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' 29 

He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. 30 

The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I 

go, sir'; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 

father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
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God ahead of you. 32 For John came to you in the way of 

righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and 

the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 

change your minds and believe him. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…    

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                       

 “The Power to Change Your Mind”                 Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

            W E    R E S P O N D  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                         Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – 

go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

Thank you!) 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,    

C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, 

and the presence of God watch over and protect us.  For wherever 

we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 
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MISSION HYMN                                   

 “Voices Raised to You”                                                   Hymnal #845 

         (verses 1 & 5) 
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DISMISSAL    

P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                                   

   “Lift High the Cross”                               Arr. Sydney H. Nicholson 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, September 27 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (online) 

10:30am Adult Forum (online) 

10:30am High School (10th – 12th 

grade) Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, October 1 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, September 28 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

6:00pm – 7:00pm Centering Prayer 

(on Zoom) – if interested contact Kari 

Johnson at 

karijohnson1@hotmail.com. 

7:00pm Handbell Choir 

Friday, October 2 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, September 29      

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom) 

Saturday, October 3      

11:00am Treble Tones 

Wednesday, September 30 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

 

 

 

6:30pm Outdoor Worship (last) 

7:00pm Confirmation (online) 

Sunday, October 4 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am Adult Forum (online) 

10:30am Youth Forum (7th – 9th 

grade) Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM is accepting food donations Monday to Thursday, 9-3. Items in short 

supply are ramen noodles, pasta, pancake mix and breakfast cereal. Also see 

school supplies drive information below! 

September’s Mission Offering is designated to KIDPACK. KidPack fights 

hunger in our school community by providing a supplemental weekend meal 

to the families of young school children in need. 

 

mailto:karijohnson1@hotmail.com
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TODAY… 

Education Hour returns!  

• Sunday School begins online and all registered families will be 

emailed information! Families, if you haven’t already – register 

your kids online by clicking here or visit holynativity.net. 

Families will be emailed information. 

• Youth/High School Forums begin! Today we’ll have our first 

High School (10th – 12th grade) Forum online, then the Youth 

and High School forums (7-9 and 10-12) will continue 

alternating Sundays. Youth will meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays 

and High School will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

• Sunday Forums return today online using Google Meet (be 

sure you first have Google Meet on your phone or computer, 

which is free to download). Topic is "Adult Forums During a 

Pandemic: Planning the Year" led by Pastor Jason. At 10:30am, 

CLICK ON THIS LINK TO JOIN: https://meet.google.com/jzv-

yecj-mao  

 

THIS WEEK… 

Holy Nativity face masks are still available! Order 

online via this link, or shop in person and after worship 

on Wednesday nights. Masks are $12 and all proceeds 

benefit the youth of Holy Nativity. Any questions, 

contact Wendy at 763-639-3735 or wendy.grimes@yahoo.com. 

 

Wednesday worship continues through this week with final Plant 

and Produce Swap! Wednesday outdoor worship continues for one 

more week at 6:30pm. Also there is a table for a plant and produce 

swap! If you are interested, you are invited to share the surplus from 

your garden, plants, baked goods and canned items! 

 

https://holynativity.net/2020/08/sunday-school-registration-has-begun-for-2020-2021/
https://holynativity.net/2020/08/sunday-school-registration-has-begun-for-2020-2021/
https://meet.google.com/jzv-yecj-mao
https://meet.google.com/jzv-yecj-mao
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsEFZckW8YZNS61SNPkoaoSsp2SiQhEhfv2fRwDdWqL-TAiQ/viewform?vc=0&amp%3Bc=0&amp%3Bw=1&amp%3Bflr=0&amp%3Busp=mail_form_link&fbclid=IwAR252pJlfiHRf_JvAYYXpBWwT1NB3_OeaGOuqBLL-acKW7tyIqdGYSKW1BY
mailto:wendy.grimes@yahoo.com
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Scripture readers needed for Sunday morning worship and 

Wednesday night outdoor worship! Readers come to church in-

person for both. Please sign up here:  

Sundays: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-

scripture1 

Wednesdays: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-scripture2  

 

MORE INFORMATION… 

Reverse Trunk or Treat Event! Friday, October 23rd will be our 

safe, distance-friendly trunk-or-treat event for Holy Nativity families!  

We begin at 6:30pm with a costume parade with everyone spaced 6 

feet apart. Each child will receive a goodie bag of treats and returns 

to their cars to watch “Hotel Transylvania” (which begins at 7:00pm) 

on our outdoor movie screen.  This will be an old-fashioned double-

feature!  At 9:00pm we will begin another Halloween-themed movie 

geared toward those a bit older. That movie is yet to be determined 

and we are open to suggestions.  

 

The Holy Christian Child Care Center has openings for children in 

all classrooms (age six weeks through five years) for the fall. Contact 

Brittany at 763-591-0681. 

 

Our Holy Nativity September Mission Offering is designated for 

KidPack! Weekly Kid Pack meals will continue to be an important 

supplement to many families in our school district. Thank You for 

your generosity! Contact Nancy Van Heel at nmvanheel@gmail.com 

or 763-559-1190 for questions or further information.  

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-scripture1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-scripture1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-scripture2
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Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time 

of online and outdoor worship, there are still many ways you can 

financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or 

mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 Winnetka Avenue N, 

New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Put your offering in the offering plate at our Wednesday night 

outdoor worship services. 

3. Give online via our link. (Or just go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

4. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for 

automatic withdrawals. 

 

Today’s cantor: Kim Boursier 

Today’s scripture reader: Lynn Kvalness 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Geri Lingen, Joe Gartner, Mary Warner,  

Karen Gaasland, Chris Cerra, Jon Peterson 

 If you have a prayer request or update,  

or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or 

office@holynativity.net. 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

