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PLEASE JOIN US (OR CONTINUE TO!) AS OUR OUTDOOR, SOCIAL DISTANCING WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP SERVICES CONTINUE INTO THE FALL.
THEY ARE HELD IN THE HOLY NATIVITY PARKING LOT AT 7:OOPM.
NOTE TIME CHANGE TO 6:30PM WHICH BEGINS SEPTEMBER 9!!
BRING YOUR OWN LAWN CHAIR (we will have some) AND MASK.
COMMUNION WILL BE SERVED.
CHECK FACEBOOK, YOUR EMAIL OR CALL LINDA AT 612-270-3852 AFTER 3:00PM TO SEE IF WORSHIP WILL
BE CANCELLED DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER.

Save the dates! Renewal weekend is coming up on Friday, September 11th
through Sunday, September 13th!
We'll kick it off with an outdoor movie on Friday night at 8:00pm (Jumanji: The Next Level)
BYOLC—bring your own lawn chair! Then an outdoor-social-distance friendly fair on Saturday,
September 12th from 10:00am - noon, and Renewal worship online Sunday, September 13th!
Sunday will also be a rain date if the Friday or Saturday events are rained out. Masks and social
distancing for the in-person events will be required for everyone's safety! We look forward to this renewal
time of new beginnings, freshness, restoration, enthusiasm and getting back together!
Dear Holy Nativity Families,
Sunday School registration is now open and
classes start September
13th. To begin with, we will be
offering virtual programming, transitioning into face-to-face when
the pandemic allows. The registration form can be found on the Holy Nativity website and on the Holy
Nativity facebook page.
We offer Sunday School for children 3-years old through 6th
grade. We welcome all families. If
your children have attended Sunday School with us previously, we
look forward to seeing them again
this fall. If your children will be
new to our Sunday School program, we are very excited to meet
them!

Confirmation kicks off on
Wednesday, September 16 with
an on-line orientation for all students in 7th-9th grade and their
parents. Pastor Ashley will send
out a Zoom link earlier that week.
The year will proceed with a variety of on-line and in-person options, all of which are detailed in
the information Pastor Ashley
has sent to families. Contact her
if you have any other questions!

Adult and Youth/High School Forums will begin meeting online at
10:30am Sunday, September 13!
Adult forums will meet the 1st and
3rd Sundays (except for September the 2nd and 3rd).
Youth and High School forums (7-9
and 10-12) will alternate Sundays,
except ALL will meet on September 13. Then Youth will meet the
1st and 3rd Sundays and High
School will meet the 2nd and 4th
Sundays.
A Zoom link will be sent out closer
to the date.
Questions:
Adult Forum: Pastor Jason
Youth/HighSchool: Wendy Grimes

Our HN September Mission Offering will be designated for KidPack!
District 281 students will again be starting the 2020 school year utilizing distance learning. Weekly Kid Pack meals will continue to be an important supplement to many families in the school district. Although students will not be present in the school for the first
several months, they will continue to need the supplemental meals that we have generously provided in past years—probably more now than ever before!
Last year, 300+ families of students from Meadow Lake, Forest and Lakeview (schools
served by five of our Wild Fire churches) signed a form requesting a weekly KidPack supplemental meal. The
need for supplemental food for many families is very real and we anticipate an even larger number of requests in this critical pandemic year.
Please consider a gift designated to this important effort to serve in our community. Your September Mission
Offering is critical to the funding required to keep this important program operating.
$15 provides the cost of the food for one meal for a family of four each week for a month.
A gift of $135 covers the cost of the food for one meal for a family of four each week for the entire school
year.
Your support in any amount is greatly needed and sincerely appreciated!
Thank You for your generosity!
Contact Nancy Van Heel at nmvanheel@gmail.com or 763-559-1190 for questions or further information.
Financial Report for the period ending July 31, 2020
Financial Report. was received and entered into the record.
NOTES: The 2020 YTD operating surplus (deficit) at the end of July is roughly ($5,900)
--when compared to the July 2019 YTD operating surplus (deficit) of roughly ($15,600), the financial picture this year is
$9,700 better than a year ago.
--when compared to the 2020 YTD budget, we are roughly ($12,000) behind where we planned to be at this point in
the year.
Positives: YTD offerings are up almost $8,500 over prior year.

The Pastor’s Word
As I write this, my family has just
learned that Robbinsdale Area
Schools will begin the year with
distance learning. The earliest
we might see students and
teachers back in classrooms together is October 19. This decision is not surprising and I believe it is the right thing to do.
But it also makes me realize
more than ever that the fall and
winter will be nothing like normal. As we learned about our
school’s decision, university athletic directors and presidents
were meeting virtually to debate
whether college football will be
played this fall. While certainly
not nearly as important as learning, college football has a big following and perhaps an even bigger role in the finances of our
large public universities. A decision has not been made as I write
this, but I would bet college football will not happen until spring
at the earliest.

As I think about all these decisions being made about whether
to resume normal activities in the
midst of this pandemic, of course
I consider what we should be doing as the church. As of right
now, our council has not made a
decision about returning to inperson worship indoors. There is
a chance that will have changed
by the time this newsletter gets
printed. The main issue, as you
likely know, is that corporate
worship, or worshiping together
in a group in an enclosed space
(such as our sanctuary) is one of
the most dangerous things we
can do when it comes to this virus. When the virus is circulating
widely in our community, it is
likely to spread within a worship
gathering. In addition, even
when or if we do return to inperson worship indoors, it will
look very little like our normal
pre-COVID worship gatherings.
We will not be able to sing together because singing is a very
risky thing for transmission of the
virus. We will have to sit in spe-

cific locations in the sanctuary
spaced apart appropriately. We
will not be able to have fellowship time together.
I will point out that while the
weather is still favorable, outdoor
gatherings are believed to be the
safest. While maintaining a
healthy social distance and wearing masks are a necessity, we
have the opportunity to see each
other and worship together on
Wednesday evenings at least
through September. In addition,
Sunday worship and educational
opportunities will be available
online through Zoom or Facebook. Make sure to check out
those offerings on our website,
our Facebook page, or in the Holy
Post weekly e-newsletter. As
challenging as these times are,
we are still church together. We
still have a mission to work toward, and I hope you will continue to be a part of that mission.
In God’s amazing grace,
Pastor Jason

WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM AND MEMORIAL GARDEN ?
A Columbarium is a group of small compartments called niches designed to hold the cremated remains
(called cremains) of ones who have died. Holy Nativity offers a final earthly resting place on church grounds
much as in Christian traditions and built a columbarium near the south end of the parking lot in 2009 to serve
the congregation, past and present, and their immediate family members..
A Memorial Wall allows plaques to be placed on the non-niche side of the wall of those interred elsewhere.
Two walls are in place with room for two more as needed.
A Garden setting gives comfort in a peaceful environment to those visiting the columbarium.
Columbarium fees are much less than in-ground burial.
At present fees are: First wall
Second wall
$1250.
Half niche-1 urn
$1350.
$2400.
Full niche-2 urns
$2600.
$250.
Memorial plaque
$300.
For more information, contact the Columbarium Committee members: Pastor Jason Wahlstrom, Milt Ferris,
Mark Chamberlain, Verne Erickson, and Karen Gaasland.

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, August 18th, 2020
Virtual Meeting Called to Order:
at 7:07pm by President Lori Cowman
Opening Prayer: Pastor Ashley
Council Devotions: Lori Cowman
read from today’s message in
Christ in Your Home. Who is your
Savior? We often think it is
through our own work, but we
depend on Christ. Tina Haugstad
volunteered for September devotions
Secretary’s Report: Approval of
July 2020 council minutes.
Moved Milt Ferris, Seconded
Connie Toavs. Carried.
OLD BUSINESS
Building Update. Mark Chamberlain reported that the initial
work is completed. Jeffrey Interiors is now working on flooring
and tiling. There was an extreme
amount of glue on the floor that
had to first be removed, requiring some extra hours. Altar furniture is complete. Perhaps in two
weeks back in the sanctuary. Pew
fabric is coming soon.
Nominating Committee. Two
nominees have agreed to be on
the ballot. Becky Nichols, Jon Peterson.
Congregational Meeting. Will
schedule meeting and voting
once we have at least three
Council candidates. Will likely be
a mail-in or drive-in ballot option.
Return to Worship and other
gatherings. Both pastors included comments on this topic in
their reports. Virtual and small
group outside gatherings will
likely continue through October.
Continuing much programming

for online gathering. 81 percent
of parents are comfortable with
their student attending in person
confirmation along with some
online interaction. Flexibility is
key. Attempting to offer options
for people to participate in person or online. Lori Cowman
raised the question when do we
consider worshipping in the
building with safe distancing and
masks required. Should we do an
inquiry with members? Agreed it
is time to develop a plan for how
and when to safely return to
worship together. The safety of
our staff and members is paramount.
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice. Several things are
in the works. Already have links
to articles, video, books on website.. Several individuals are interested in spearheading a Task
Force for Racial Justice. Possibly a
book study this fall.
NEW BUSINESS
Ministry Team meetings. Summer usually includes a natural
break for some team meetings.
What can we do to encourage
meetings to resume this fall
(virtually or in person if safe)? At
one of the fall gatherings we
could have a table where people
can sign up to get involved on a
Ministry Team.
PASTOR’S REPORTS
Pastor Jason August 2020
Wednesday night worship continues to go well. We’re getting
around 40 people – not a huge
crowd but people have told me
they really appreciate it.
Online worship continues to
work well. It will be nice to move

it back into the sanctuary so it
doesn’t feel like we’re using a set
as much as the real thing.
I feel like while we can still take
advantage of the weather, we
should continue with our current
schedule at least through September, and maybe even into
October. Other area congregations that I have had communication with are not returning to inperson indoor worship for the
fall.
The Child Care Center continues
to operate and is doing well financially.
I am on vacation through August
25.
I have been in discussions with
some participants in my Bible
Study and we are likely to begin
in the fall by meeting outside on
the patio.
I’m planning on leading Sunday
adult forums via Zoom on the
first and third Sunday of the
month at 10:30am.
The Wildfire community organizer position is being put on hold
until 2021 due to the pandemic
and budget constraints in some
congregations. I am hopeful we
can still get this going in early
2021. In order to maintain momentum, Wildfire hopes to engage folks in the area of racial
justice this fall.
Pastor Ashley August 2020
We are gearing up for fall! My
intent is that we are intentional
and thorough in our planning,
providing options for people—
options that they can opt in or
out of.
Renewal Weekend
Sept 11-13
-Friday night outdoor movie—
youth to sell concessions
-Saturday Fair—outdoors, masks
required, 9 stations/activities for
people to engage with
-Sunday “renewal Sunday”
Continued Next Page

Council Minutes Continued

Instead of blessing backpacks, I
hope to do a blessing of devices!
Confirmation
We will be providing a hybrid option: mostly on-line, but with 1-2
in person gatherings each month.
We will use all safety precautions: masks, assigned seats, no
more than 2 kids per table, etc.
Tom is willing to help set up. 81%
of families said they would bring
kids on a Wednesday night.
Worship will continue outside in
person on Wednesdays until it’s
too cold!
Sunday morning will continue
virtual until we have a sanctuary/
decide to move indoors.
I have notified/will be notifying
families that our trip to NYC is
cancelled. It just doesn’t make
sense to try and pull it together.
This is a sad thing for students—
and me!
I plan to continue doing curbside
coffee and conversation into the
fall, weather permitting.
Word of Life called on Monday,
wondering about using three additional spaces:
Main restrooms
Lounge
Conference room
I am taking a full week of vacation for the first time all year—
YIPPEE!!! I am headed to my family’s beach house in MI from August 26-Sept 2, and will be back
at church on Sunday, September
6.
MINISTRY TEAM REPORTS
Parish Life Team
Parish Life met via Zoom this
week. Here are the main areas of
our discussion for tomorrow
night's council meetings. Some of
this will likely be on the pastor's
notes, too, as they discussed a lot
of this at their staff meeting last
week.

Renewal Weekend - 9/11 - 9/13
Friday - Instead of Rollergarden,
hoping to have a movie in the
parking lot starting 7:45/8pm.
(Movie not finalized, but considering one of the newer Jumanji
movies??). Youth will sell concessions for their fundraiser, but
movie itself will be free to all.
Parish Life will cover up-front
costs of food/drinks. We are considering purchasing a radio transmitter that can be used so viewers can tune in via radio. Linda
will consult with WAM as this is
something we've considered for
worship services too, particularly
once it gets colder. Ted Davis will
assist with set-up of screen/
equipment and marking off parking area.
Saturday - In the morning from
10 - 12, there will be 8-10(?) tables set up in the parking lot with
information on various groups/
events - open house style 'fair'.
Visitors would get a Bingo Card/
Passport where they can get a
stamp at each table visited. Ice
cream treat once all tables are
visited. Will also have area to
drop off donations for Prism.
Bottled water???
Sunday - Online service as usual.
We can likely request grant from
Thrivent for $250 that could offset some costs.
Advent Workshop - Late November/Early December.
Parish Life plans to create Advent
Craft Kits that can be ordered/
distributed/picked-up. There will
be 3-4 crafts per box/bag - will
try to gear them toward specific
ages of children in the families
who participate. People will be
encouraged to post selfies on HN
FB page of their creations. Working on ideas for the crafts. If anyone has any ideas, please let
Marisa or Linda know.
Trunk-or-Treat - Discussed a few
more ideas. Ted Davis drew up a

map and has some ideas that Linda will share with others on the
committee. Combination of driving loop and walking loop. Everything would be outdoors, masks
likely required. Do not need to
put anything in the September
Tidings per Linda - will save for
October.
Endowment Committee
Tina Haugstad reported that requests will be delayed until the
committee can meet in person to
really discuss the requests.

Stewardship Committee
Pastor Jason will work with the
Stewardship Team to begin planning for fall.
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley
Moved to adjourn by Tina
Haugstad; seconded by Mark
Chamberlain. Carried.
Adjourn at 8:08pm
We are so proud of our students
getting confirmed this month!
Their Confirmation service should
have been in May, but was postponed due to Covid. Now, we’re
excited to offer them an outdoor
service for their families on September 20, following virtual worship. We will be reporting back—
somehow!—so you can feel connected to them and this important step in their faith journey. We’re here to support you,
students, as you keep growing in
faith!
Olivia Boehmer
Elsa Duclos
Abigail Hanson
Blake Holt
Tuari Landa
Natalie Lerum
Alena Meier
Paige Schewe

Holy Nativity face masks are here! Order online via
this link, or shop in person before and after worship
on Wednesday nights. Masks are $12 and come in
sizes small, medium and large. All proceeds benefit
the youth of Holy Nativity. Any questions, contact
Wendy at 763-639-3735 or wendy.grimes@yahoo.com.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSfsEFZckW8YZNS61SNPkoaoSsp2SiQhEhfv2fRwDdWqL-TAiQ/vie
FYI—the coffee/pizza fundraiser has been postponed until later in the fall.
Keep watch for it!

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –
LANDSCAPE III
After spraying all
church perimeter
weeds, I was now
able to remove
them all easier. I also resprayed
all Winnetka and Quebec street
and parking lot weeds, removed
up to five-foot trees camouflaged
under west pine trees, temporarily repaired gutter downspouts,
and power washed two sets of
furnace filters for our nine furnaces. Many thanks to Verne for
all his previous work on the furnaces and gutters.
I was also able to sand and paint
our church entrance railings and
repair outdoor post baseboards.
Many thanks to Kirby for reinstalling our handicap entrance
post and his daycare infant sink
and vanity remodel. We had a
hundred plus voters turn out for
the Primary August 11 and safe
distance and masks were used by
all. It has been great to service
the sanitation needs of Word of
Life on Thursday nights, Sunday
afternoons and evenings in Fellowship Hall since July 2. I look
forward to servicing the sanitation needs of our congregation
when we are able to return to
indoor worship!

WELCA news from Deb Campion…
The fall gathering for the MPLS Area Synod has been postponed until October 2, 2021. The Triennial Gathering in Phoenix, AZ has also been postponed until August 3-5, 2021.
FYI, Lutheran World Relief is celebrating 75 years of service. They remind us that we must not become weary
of doing good. Over that time, LWR has received more than 27 million quilts total. They are currently sending about 300,000 quilts per year. They are currently not accepting fleece blankets due to the shedding of
microfibers. They don't have sophisticated water treatment systems and the microfibers end up in the drinking water.
Of note is the passing of Nancy Giddings who was WELCA Mpls Synod President when I served on the Synod
board.. She was very active in WELCA on all levels. She died March 28, 2020 at the age of 67. A job well
done, good and faithful servant.
Gather Magazine is printing a fall Bible Study. The theme is Holy Time. This 3 part bible study by Rev. Meghan Johnston invites us to look at the past, present and reimagine the future. So fitting in our current
times. To check this out go to (www.gathermagazine.org/subscribe).
WELCA is also doing a letter exchange program with women across the US. This is to help with isolation issues
and is not political. For guidelines and to learn more, go to welca.org/dearfriend. Letters must be in before
October 15, 2020
I will close with the WELCA purpose statement:
As a community of women created in the image of God, called to
discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,
we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, promote healing
and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.

Book Look
The Muralist, by B. A. Shapiro,
tells the story of Alize’e Benoit, a
young American painter working
for the Works Progress Administration. When she vanishes in
New York City in 1940, no one
knows what happened to her.
Not her Jewish family living in
German-occupied France. Not
her arts patron and political compatriot, Eleanor Roosevelt. Not
her close-knit group of friends
and fellow WPA painters, including Mark Rothko, Jackson Pollock, and Lee Krasner. And, some

seventy years later, not her great
-niece, Danielle Abrams, who
while working at Christie’s auction house, uncovers enigmatic
paintings hidden behind works by
those now famous Abstract Expressionist artists. Do they hold
answers to the questions surrounding her missing aunt?
Entwining the lives of both historical and fictional characters, and
moving between the past and the
present, The Muralist plunges
readers into the divisiveness of
prewar politics and the largely
forgotten plight of European refugees refused entrance to the

United States. It
captures both the
inner workings of
New York’s art scene and the beginnings of the vibrant
and quintessentially
American school of Abstract Expressionism.
Shapiro has created two unforgettable women, artists both,
who compel us to ask: What happens when luminous talent collides with unstoppable historical
forces? Does great art have the
power to change the world?

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING,
and so much more!!
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422.
Phone: 763-529-1350.
Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org
or "like" PRISM's Facebook page,
or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com

BACK TO SCHOOL BACKPACK PROGRAM – Thanks to everyone who
donated, to Lisa Baker in the office, and Marilyn Rausch, Pat Harwell,
and Joshua and Isaac Daniels who helped fill backpacks. We packed 20
Elementary and 35 Middle/High School backpacks. Free supplies are
still available by calling PRISM at 763-529-1350 – spread the word to
anyone you may know who could use this help.

Vocal choir is shut
down due to
Covid-19 but miss
making music with
others? How
about trying Bell
Choir!?!?
Bell Choir allows you to make
music with others while also
wearing a mask and social distancing.
To be in Bell Choir you only need
to be able to count, remember
two notes, and physically ring the
bells. No prior training or experience required.

SEPTEMBER FOCUS – WINTER COATS AND MITTENS! – Hard to believe
it’s that time already, but PRISM is looking for new and/or gently used
coats in all sizes (adults and kids). Drop off at church in the PRISM box.

If Bell Choir sounds like something you'd like to be a part of or
for questions, please e-mail Iver
at ivercrest@gmail.com by September 11th.

COVID-19 UPDATE:
PRISM continues to provide food via a drive-up model at their Golden
Valley location. The need hasn’t gone away, and the expectation is that
it will increase in September as assistance programs expire and kids
aren’t getting regular meals at school.

SENIOR FITNESS –
BEST EXERCISES

PRISM is accepting food donations Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm. Cash
donations are most useful – you can donate via the PRISM website, or
mail a check to PRISM at 1220 Zane Ave. No, Golden Valley 55422.
FARMER’S MARKET HELP NEEDED – on Saturday and Sunday mornings
at the New Hope and Golden Valley markets – help collect excess donated produce from the vendors and load into the PRISM van on site.
This is about a 2 hour time commitment around noon and can be a fun
family way to help those in need. Contact Kevin Lytle at PRISM if you
can help.
PRISM ALWAYS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS – please contact Kevin Lytle, Volunteer Coordinator at PRISM at 763-432-4204, or via email –
klytle@prismmpls.org for more details. If you have an interest in doing
something good for your community, volunteering at PRISM is a great
place to be involved.

Movement and exercise create
greater independence for seniors, improve balance and reduces the risk of falling. Being active
gives you more energy and releases endorphins in your brain
which provides a natural high,
helps decrease pain and improve
cognitive function. Here are eight
safer exercises for seniors: Swimming or water aerobics, chair yoga, resistance band workouts,
Pilates, walking, light body
weights, dumbbell strength training and bicycling (stationary or
distance). You may choose your
own path to good health. Questions/Tom Wiblishauser

4 Ways You Can
Financially
Support Holy
Nativity From
Your Home
Thank you for your continued
financial support! During this
time of online and outdoor
worship, there are still many
ways you can financially support
Holy Nativity!
1. Mail your offering (you may
use your offering envelopes or
mail checks to us at Holy Nativity,
3900 Winnetka Avenue North,
New Hope, MN 55427).
2. Put your offering in the
offering plate at our Wednesday
night outdoor worship services.
3. Give online via our website
at holynativity.net. Just click on
“Make Donation” on the home
page.
4. Ask the office to send you a
Simply Giving form for automatic
withdrawals.
We know this is a difficult time
for everyone and we appreciate
your continued support to Holy
Nativity. Thank you!
OFFICE HOURS:

Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
These may be a bit flexible at
times. Please be patient with us.
Linda continues to work from
home. Feel free to contact her
any time at 612-270-3852.

SEPTEMBER MISSION
OFFERING
is designated to

KIDPACK
KidPack fights hunger in our
school community by providing
a supplemental weekend meal
to the families of our young
school children in need.

Flowers!
Please consider contributing Sunday altar
flowers. Cost is $25
for flowers or plant.
These can be dedicated in honor
or memory of loved ones or for
special occasions. Please contact
the church office to sign up.
The Holy Nativity
Christian Child
Care Center has
openings for children in all classrooms (ages six weeks through
five years) for the fall. Contact
Brittany at 763-591-0681.

Choristers on Hold
I'm sure this will
not be a surprise, but we
will be putting
the Choristers children's choir on
hold, at least through the end of
this year. We will miss the fun
and the beautiful music, but our
goal is to keep everyone safe. If
you have any questions, please
contact Kari Johnson at
karijohnson1@hotmail.com. We
will update our notice in January.

Here is the link for
our 9:30am
Sunday worship
services: https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure
you "like" the page and the live
service will automatically pop up
for you in Facebook when it
starts. You can access our Sunday
worship bulletin at
www.holynativity.net.
You can also call 1-855-341-0527
after noon on Sundays and listen
to the service over the phone.
To view our service on YouTube
afterward:
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwXEamLBw/

Centering Prayer
Meeting on
Zoom
Until further notice, the Centering Prayer group will continue to
meet on Zoom, Monday evenings
from 6:00-7:00. If there's any
interest in learning more about
Centering Prayer and/or joining
us, please contact Kari Johnson
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), or
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly.
Our thoughts and prayers
go out to:
~ The family of Paul
Skoglund upon his death
“Blessed are those who mourn
for they will be comforted”
~ Matthew 5:4
PASTORAL ACTS:
Gravesite Service: 8/28
Paul and Duane Skoglund
Baptism: 8/30 Lucas Olson
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Our Mission
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church is a welcoming community
dedicated to helping all know God’s love
through worship, service and fellowship.”

