
Twentieth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

 

 Matthew 22:15 – 22   

After Jesus begins teaching in the 

temple, religious leaders try to trap 

him with questions. First they ask if 

God’s people should pay taxes to 

an earthly tyrant like Caesar.   
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser,  

Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “Never separate the life you live from the words you speak.” -Paul Wellstone 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

  

GATHERING MUSIC                   “Prelude on ‘St. Dunstan’s’”                                             Fred Bock 

 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Faithful God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn 

from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before 

examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of 

salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in 

you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has 

made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of  Jesus 

Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                                “God Is Here”                                                   Hymnal #526 

                       (verses 1 & 4) 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 13 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 
6 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE                                “Glory to God”                                              Red Folder Pg. 14 

                                  (Congregation sings refrain to begin and after each verse) 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, 

let us live in your image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give 

you what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. (please be seated) 
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ANTHEM                                        “How Can I Keep from Singing”                       Arr. Richard Walters 

                                                           Janet Kubly 

 

My life flows on in endless song above earth’s lamentation.  

I hear the real, though far off hymn that hails a new creation. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging. 

It sounds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing? 

 

What though the tempest round me rears, I know the truth, it liveth. 

What though the darkness round me close, songs in the night it giveth. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging. 

Since love is lord of Heav’n and earth how can I keep from singing? 

 

When tyrants tremble, sick with fear and hear their death knells ringing; 

When friends rejoice both far and near, how can I keep from singing? 

In prison cell and dungeon vile our thoughts to them are winging. 

When friends by shame are undefiled, how can I keep from singing? 

 

No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that rock I’m clinging. 

It sounds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing?  

 

   G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

FIRST READING                                                               Isaiah 45:1-7 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to end Israel’s exile. The 

Lord makes his choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord as the only God. Persia had a god of light 

and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty over both light and darkness. 
1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue nations before 

him and strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him-- and the gates shall not be closed: 2 I will 

go before you and level the mountains, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the 

bars of iron, 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you 

may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For the sake of my 

servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your name, I surname you, though you do not know 

me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not 

know me, 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no one 

besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make weal and 

create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING                            1st Thessalonians 1:1-10 
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and reassurances to new 

Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith, love, and hope makes them a model 

for other new Christian communities. 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ: Grace to you and peace. 2 We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 

prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and 

steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that 

he has chosen you, 5 because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power 
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and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be 

among you for your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution 

you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only 

in Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no 

need to speak about it. 9 For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had 

among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 10 and to wait for his 

Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead--Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                            “Alleluia ”                                           Red Folder Pg. 15 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                         Matthew 22:15-22 

Pastor: The gospel reading according to Matthew… Cong.: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 
15 Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. 16 So they sent their disciples to 

him, along with the Herodians, saying, "Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and teach the way of 

God  in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you do not regard people with 

partiality. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to the emperor, or not?" 18 But Jesus, 

aware of their malice, said, "Why are you putting me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin 

used for the tax." And they brought him a denarius. 20 Then he said to them, "Whose head is this, and 

whose title?" 21 They answered, "The emperor's." Then he said to them, "Give therefore to the emperor 

the things that are the emperor's, and to God the things that are God's." 22 When they heard this, they 

were amazed; and they left him and went away. 

 

Pastor: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation: THANKS BE TO GOD!    

  

SERMON                                       “Grace and Peace in the Empire”                    Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 
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            W E    R E S P O N D  

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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MISSION HYMN                                 “Ye Servants of God”                                       Hymnal #825 

                       (verses 1 & 4) 
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DISMISSAL    

P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                         “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                                 arr. Lani Smith  

                 

Flowers by the altar are given by Curt & Carol Johnson in honor of their 27th wedding anniversary.  

 
WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, October 18 

Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (online) 

10:30am Sunday Forum (online) 

10:30am Youth (7th – 9th grade) Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, October 22 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

Monday, October 19 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 

5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer (on Zoom) 

7:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, October 23 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

6:30pm Trunk or Treat Costume Parade 

7:00pm Parking Lot Movie “Hotel Transylvania” 

9:00pm Parking Lot Youth Movie “Hocus Pocus” 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, October 20      

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study (patio or Fellowship Hall) 

2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom) 

6:00pm Executive Committee 

7:00pm Council 

Saturday, October 24    

10:00am Outdoor Fall Clean Up 

 

 

 

6:00pm Handbell Choir Rehearsal 

Wednesday, October 21 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

 

7:00pm Confirmation (online) 

7:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

Sunday, October 25    Reformation Sunday 

9:30am Worship (online) 

10:30am High School (10th – 12th grade) Forum 

(online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM is accepting food donations Monday to Thursday, 9-3. Items in short supply are ramen noodles, pasta, 

pancake mix and breakfast cereal. Also see school supplies drive information below! 

October’s Mission Offering is designated to families in need. This is a discretionary fund overseen by the 

pastors to help people in a crisis situation. 

 

TODAY… 

Education Hour is at 10:30am:  

• Sunday School is online and videos are being posted weekly on YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs.  

• Today we’ll have our next Youth Forum (7th – 9th grades) online via Zoom. Here’s the link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430539532?pwd=Um1HK3ZrRTc1YzhsT3E0aHU0RTFkZz09. The 

Youth and High School forums (7-9 and 10-12) will continue alternating Sundays. Youth will meet the 

1st and 3rd Sundays and High School will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

• Join us for a Sunday Forum today. The topic is “Creating Bigger Stories: Interrogating Our Narratives 

of Power & Co-creating Goodness Together.” We will watch a video with Rev. Rene August, a South 

African veteran of the anti-apartheid movement and Anglican priest. In this series, she offers a clear lens 

to us to understand social, political, and historical context of sacred texts. She guides us to comprehend 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430539532?pwd=Um1HK3ZrRTc1YzhsT3E0aHU0RTFkZz09
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where, and with whom, true power exists. Join us for this series as we think about power and goodness in 

our own context. You do not have to have attended previous sessions to participate in any individual 

session. Click on this link to join us at 10:30am: https://meet.google.com/oxt-knpg-pwi. If you have 

trouble accessing the forum, try typing the link address in your web browser instead. 

 

THIS WEEK… 

Bible Study is on Tuesdays at 10:00am. We meet outside on the patio or socially distanced in the Fellowship 

Hall - bring your own coffee if you wish! Also, we are looking for feedback! We’d like to know if people who 

aren’t comfortable with in-person Bible Study would like to have a virtual Bible Study! Let us know by filling out 

the following form! https://forms.gle/PyasJ9CtXhR9ocze7 

 

Holy Nativity face masks are still available! Order online via this link or stop by the church 

office. Masks are $12 and all proceeds benefit the youth of Holy Nativity. Any questions, 

contact Wendy at 763-639-3735 or wendy.grimes@yahoo.com. 

 

Scripture readers needed for Sunday morning worship! Readers come to church in-person 

for both. Please sign up here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-

scripture1 

 

Trunk or Treat Event! This Friday, October 23rd will be our safe, distance-friendly trunk-or-treat event for Holy 

Nativity families! We begin at 6:30pm with a costume parade with everyone spaced 6 feet apart. Please be parked 

in the parking lot by 6:30pm! Each child will receive a goodie bag of treats and returns to their cars to watch 

“Hotel Transylvania” (which begins at 7:00pm) on our outdoor movie screen. This will be an old-fashioned 

double-feature! At 9:00pm we will begin another Halloween-themed movie geared toward those a bit older.  

 

Fall Clean-Up is this Saturday, October 24th at 10:00am! Please help us clean up Holy Nativity both outside and 

inside (as we can safely). Thank you! 

 

MORE INFORMATION… 

The youth are selling butter braids! Sales have begun and will go through November 4th! Braids will be 

available for pick up starting November 18th. Buy purchasing butter braids you’ll help support next summer’s 

hopeful trips to Camp Wapo and Wilderness Canoe Base (the Boundary Waters!). Since youth will not be able to 

sell in-person in the church as they did last year, they will be selling them online to family and friends. If you 

don’t purchase directly from one of them, you are invited to use this link: 

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/SelectProducts/29defd40-77ae-4981-9609-27486888d202/699724. 

 

Thank you to all who submitted a ballot to elect new council members. Congratulations to our newly elected 

council members: Rebecca Nichols, Jeremy Schmitz, Jon Peterson, and April Umana!  

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time of online and outdoor worship, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 

Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. (Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

Today’s cantor: Janet Kubly 

Today’s scripture reader: Sven Sjostedt 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week: Geri Lingen, Mary Warner, Ryan Hanson 

 If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://meet.google.com/oxt-knpg-pwi
https://forms.gle/PyasJ9CtXhR9ocze7
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfsEFZckW8YZNS61SNPkoaoSsp2SiQhEhfv2fRwDdWqL-TAiQ/viewform?vc=0&amp%3Bc=0&amp%3Bw=1&amp%3Bflr=0&amp%3Busp=mail_form_link&fbclid=IwAR252pJlfiHRf_JvAYYXpBWwT1NB3_OeaGOuqBLL-acKW7tyIqdGYSKW1BY
mailto:wendy.grimes@yahoo.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-scripture1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-scripture1
https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/SelectProducts/29defd40-77ae-4981-9609-27486888d202/699724
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

