
Reformation Sunday 

 
  

John 8: 31-36 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual 

realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 

that sets people free from sin. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser,  

Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “To be convinced in our hearts that we have forgiveness of sins  

and peace with God by grace alone is the hardest thing.” -Martin Luther 

  

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC               “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                              arr. Gordon Young                              

                

           

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Faithful God, 

C: have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We turn 

from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one another before 

examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of 

salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in 

you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

P: God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ has 

made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of  Jesus 

Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                   “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”                           Hymnal #504 

                        (verses 1 & 4) 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                              Hymnal Pg. 138 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                               Hymnal Pg. 139 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together:  

(unison) Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in 

every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 

protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and 

bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM                        “A Charles Wesley Interpretation”        Arr. Raymond H. Herbek 
                                              Nativity Bells 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                                               Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright 

lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed 

covenant is possible only because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God 

who forgets. 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel 

and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took 

them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 

husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 

God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, "Know 

the Lord," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will 

forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING                                        Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human 

beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with 

God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and 

empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every 

mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For "no human being 

will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge 

of sin. 21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 

law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 

there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified 

by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 

because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to prove at 

the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 27 Then 

what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 

For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL VERSE                               “Alleluia ”                                              Hymnal Pg. 142 

 
GOSPEL READING                                              John 8:31-36 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 33 They answered him, "We 

are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, "You 

will be made free'?" 34 Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave 

to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 
36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                          “Remodeling the House of God”                   Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

            W E    R E S P O N D  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN                         “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”                           Hymnal #858 

(verses 1 & 4) 
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DISMISSAL    

P:  Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                       “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”               Johann Gottfried Walther 

 

Flowers by the altar are from Brian & Kari Johnson in memory of Kari’s parents, Jerry & Audrey Ford. 

 

WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, October 25 

Reformation Sunday 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am High School Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, October 29 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, October 26 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer (on Zoom) 

6:30pm New Hope Women of Today 

Friday, October 30 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, October 27      

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 

2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom) 

Saturday, October 31     

 

Wednesday, October 28  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

 

 

 

7:00pm Confirmation (online) 

7:00pm Ensemble Rehearsal 

Sunday, November 1   

Daylight Savings Time ends 

All Saints Sunday 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am Sunday Forum (online) 

10:30am Youth Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM is accepting food donations Monday to Thursday, 9-3. Items in short supply are ramen 

noodles, pasta, pancake mix and breakfast cereal. Also see school supplies drive information below! 

October’s Mission Offering is designated to families in need. This is a discretionary fund overseen by 

the pastors to help people in a crisis situation. 

 

TODAY… 

Education Hour is at 10:30am:  

• Sunday School is online and videos are being posted weekly on YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs.  

• Today is High School Forum! 10th – 12th grade families, we’re talking about self-care! Students 

are encouraged to gather 3-5 items from home that help them ease/manage their stress. Here is 

the link to join! Can’t wait to be together! – Pastor Ashley 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86037323688?pwd=UXlRZ0tEUUtlWnpLSExZVjdJTVRzQT09. 

The Youth and High School forums (7-9 and 10-12) will continue alternating Sundays. Youth 

will meet the 1st and 3rd Sundays and High School will meet the 2nd and 4th Sundays. 

• No Sunday Forum today. Sunday Forums are on the first and third Sundays.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86037323688?pwd=UXlRZ0tEUUtlWnpLSExZVjdJTVRzQT09
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MORE INFORMATION… 

The youth are selling butter braids! Sales have begun and will go through November 4th! Braids will be 

available for pick up starting November 18th. Buy purchasing butter braids you’ll help support next summer’s 

hopeful trips to Camp Wapo and Wilderness Canoe Base (the Boundary Waters!). Since youth will not be able to 

sell in-person in the church as they did last year, they will be selling them online to family and friends. If you 

don’t purchase directly from one of them, you are invited to use this link: 

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/SelectProducts/29defd40-77ae-4981-9609-27486888d202/699724. 

 

Walk to End Hunger is happening virtually! Can you walk around your living room? At the gym? In your 

neighborhood? Be part of the Holy Nativity VIRTUAL Walk to End Hunger team and help raise money for 

PRISM! PRISM is a featured partner in this year’s Walk To End Hunger. Since it’s inception in 2008, the Walk 

has raised over $3,000,000 to help support hunger relief organizations in the Twin Cities metro area. This year’s 

event is “virtual “ due to the COVID-19 pandemic, which actually makes it easier for everyone to participate!  

 

                                                         There are two ways to participate!  

1) Join the “Holy Nativity Hikers!” The cost to register either to join our team OR to create your own fundraising 

page is $25 per adult, $10 per child. This amount is  donated to PRISM.) Register to be part of the Holy Nativity 

team here: 

https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/. Then plan on walking wherever you want – 

even at home – and share your participation with family members, friends, co-workers, etc. to help raise money 

for PRISM! 

2) Donate to our team! Click here to donate online. 100% of donations go directly to PRISM and the work they 

do to address the rising issue of food insecurity in our community. Our goal is to raise $500! Can you help us do 

it? 

 

Holy Nativity Book Club is back! You are invited to participate in an online discussion of the book, “A Good 

Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota,” edited by Sun Yung Shin. In this book, sixteen of Minnesota’s best 

writers provide a range of perspectives on what it is like to live as a person of color in Minnesota. They give 

readers a splendid gift: the gift of touching another human being’s inner reality, behind masks and veils and 

politeness. They bring us generously into experiences that we must understand if we are to come together in real 

relationships. Minnesota communities struggle with some of the nation’s worst racial disparities. As its authors 

confront and consider the realities that lie beneath the numbers, this book provides an important tool to those who 

want to be part of closing those gaps. Pastor Jason will lead the discussion on Google Meet. We will meet on 

three Wednesdays, from 7-8pm: Nov. 11, 18, and Dec. 2. Read the introduction and the first five essays for the 

first meeting. The book is available on Amazon or at your favorite local bookseller. Retail price is $18.95. 

Contact Pastor Jason if you would like us to order a book for you. The Google Meet link for all three sessions is: 

https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre. If the link doesn’t work, open Google Meet and enter: vtp-vrog-pre. 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time of online and outdoor worship, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 

Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

Today’s cantor: Nora Leverson 

Today’s scripture reader: Sven Sjostedt 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week: Geri Lingen, Mary Warner 

 If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://store.myfundraisingplace.com/SelectProducts/29defd40-77ae-4981-9609-27486888d202/699724
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/
https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

