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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser,  

Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
 

 

 

 
In 2020, the ELCA is celebrating the 50th anniversary of U.S. 

Lutheran churches' decision to ordain women, and continuing to 

celebrate the 40th anniversary of the ordination of the first women of 

color and the 10th anniversary of the ELCA's decision to officially 

ordain people in same-gender committed relationships. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “During my 98 years of life, I have seen God sweep aside barriers of ethnicity,  

gender and age to help me become a pastor of Christ’s beloved people.” -The Rev. Louisa Groce 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC    

       “Listen, God is Calling” & “O Waly Waly”                          Anne Krentz Organ/Emma Lou Diemer 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 

Leader: For the many ways that women have proclaimed the gospel, including as pastors for the past 50 

years, and for the impact that proclamation has had on more people than we can ever count or know ... 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

 

Leader: For the ways the church’s decision to ordain women allowed fresh air to blow through the 

church, opened up closed windows and flung wide closed doors, enabling new possibilities for women 

to answer God’s call and fresh ways for people to hear the good news … 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

 

Leader: For the ways women have pushed this church in new directions, and for the distinctive gifts 

each woman brings … 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

 

Leader: For the ministries of women of color, the vibrancy they bring, the wisdom they share, the 

Word they proclaim and the sacraments they administer … 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God.  

 

Leader: For the people who had the courage and perseverance to work for the ordination of women, 

including our predecessor women’s organizations; for congregations who had the courage to call 

female pastors; and for the church’s ability to change … 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

 

Leader: For all women, the polite and the pushy, the troublemakers and the peacemakers, those who 

make the coffee, those who pay the bills, those who put the chairs away and lock the doors at the end 

of the night; for the deacons and deaconesses, the teachers, the church musicians and the prayer-chain 

maintainers; for all those who stayed up late and got up early doing work that no one ever saw or 

acknowledged but that slowly transformed people’s lives and the church; and for the generations of 

women who didn’t get a title but served God just the same … 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God. 
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Leader: For the support women have given and received over the decades; for the late-night phone 

calls, the chats over lunch, the affirmations and the hugs when words fell short; for the spouses, 

children, parents, mentors, teachers and theologians, whose impact cannot be measured; and for those 

who show up and those who speak out, in quiet and loud ways … 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

 

Leader: For the apostolic witness of Mary Magdalene, the dance of Miriam, the hospitality of Lydia, 

the prayer of Mary, the discernment of Deborah, the courage of Rahab, and for the faithfulness 

of our biblical foremothers … 

ALL: We rejoice and give thanks to God. 

 

Leader: Gracious and living God, we rejoice and give you thanks for your strength on display 

throughout time and place, calling all kinds of people to be witnesses to your grace and power. We 

celebrate how the Spirit has blessed your church through the work of women and girls, including in this 

time and place. Guide us, as your people, into welcoming your prophets and teachers among us and into 

hearing Christ’s good news through them. With gratitude, we pray.  

ALL: Amen. 

 

W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN              “O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing”                           Hymnal #886 

                       (verses 1 - 4) 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 13 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                “Glory to God”                                              Red Folder Pg. 14 

                                  (Congregation sings refrain to begin and after each verse) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Most high God, you know our whole truth, and you give us 

refuge in the shadow of your wings. Continue to raise up girls and women to serve Christ’s church 

and strengthen all in the vocations to which you call us. And at the last, gather us with Deborah 

and the saints to hear and trust your voice, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

ANTHEM                                        “Home (The Arms of God)”                                    Heather Sorenson 

                                                 Cresta & Iver Hubert 

 

Ev’ry heart without a home, ev’ry widow left alone, Ev’ry soul that is distressed, there is rest. 

Ev’ry prayer that has no voice or the freedom to rejoice, From the darkness be released: there is peace. 

 

There is peace, there is rest, there is hope for the broken, there is help for the weak. 

There is peace, there is rest, and the arms of God will hold you all the way. 

 

Ev’ry sinner who’s confessed, but in guilt is still oppressed by the sin that’s been erased, there is grace. 

When the father’s walked away, and the mother’s left to pray,  

when the child has been disowned, welcome home. 

 

Welcome home, welcome home, Your sins have been forgiven, your stains washed away. 

Welcome home, welcome home, and the arms of God will lead you all the way. 

 

Welcome home, welcome home, all your stains washed away! 

Welcome home, welcome home. You’ll be led all the way. 

 

Ev’ry soldier tired from war who’s been shaken to the core 

Rise on strength that’s not your own, and come on home. 

 

Come on home, come on home, and the arms of God will guide you all the way. 

Ev’ry heart without a home, ev’ry widow left alone, rise on strength that’s not your own,  

and welcome home. 

 

   G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

FIRST READING                                                               Judges 4:1-7 
Deborah was a prophet and judge who, with her general, Barak, led a victorious holy war against a stronger 

Canaanite force from the north. 
1 The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. 2 So the Lord sold them 

into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the commander of his army was Sisera, 

who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. 3 Then the Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine 

hundred chariots of iron, and had oppressed the Israelites cruelly twenty years. 
4 At that time Deborah, a prophetess, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. 5 She used to sit under the 

palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up 

to her for judgment. 6 She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said 

to him, "The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, "Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten 

thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. 7 I will draw out Sisera, the general of 

Jabin's army, to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into 

your hand.'"      

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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SECOND READING                           1st Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Though we do not know and cannot calculate the day of Christ’s return, we live faithfully in the here and now as 

we anticipate the day when we will be given eternal salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anything 

written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the 

night. 3 When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden destruction will come upon them, as 

labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! 4 But you, beloved, are not in 

darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5 for you are all children of light and children of the 

day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6 So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep 

awake and be sober; 7 for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8 

But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 
11 Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                            “Alleluia ”                                           Red Folder Pg. 15 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                         Matthew 25:14-30 

Pastor: The gospel reading according to Matthew… Cong.: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 
14 "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; 15 

to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went 

away. 16 The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five 

more talents. 17 In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18 But the one 

who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. 19 

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20 Then the one who 

had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, "Master, you handed over 

to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.' 21 His master said to him, "Well done, good and 

trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; 

enter into the joy of your master.' 22 And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 

"Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' 23 His master said to 



 

 
9 

 

 

him, "Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you 

in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' 24 Then the one who had received the one 

talent also came forward, saying, "Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not 

sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25 so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in 

the ground. Here you have what is yours.' 26 But his master replied, "You wicked and lazy slave! You 

knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27 Then you ought to 

have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own 

with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29 For to all those 

who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 

what they have will be taken away. 30 As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, 

where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.' 

 

Pastor: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation: THANKS BE TO GOD!    

  

SERMON                                     “So soon, and not soon enough”                       Rev. Ashley Updegraff 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

 

                  W E    R E S P O N D  

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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MISSION HYMN                                 “Blessed Assurance”                                       Hymnal #638 

                       (verses 1 & 3) 
 

 
 

DISMISSAL    

P:  Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                     “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”      Beethoven/arr. Becki Slagle Mayo                  
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, November 15 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am Sunday Forum (online) 

10:30am Youth Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, November 19 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, November 16 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer (on Zoom) 

6:15pm Sunday School Handbells 

7:00pm Handbells 

Friday, November 20 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, November 17    

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study (patio or Fellowship Hall) 

2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom) 

7:00pm Council Meeting (online) 

Saturday, November 21   

 

Wednesday, November 18 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

7:00pm Book Study (online) 

7:00pm Confirmation (hybrid) 

Sunday, November 22  Christ the King Sunday 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am High School Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM is accepting food donations Monday to Thursday, 9-3. Items in short supply are ramen 

noodles, pasta, pancake mix and breakfast cereal. Also see school supplies drive information below! 

November’s Mission Offering is designated to ELCA World Hunger. 

 

TODAY… 

Education Hour is at 10:30am:  

• Sunday School is online and videos are being posted weekly on YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs.  

• Sunday Forum - Topic is "Creating Bigger Stories: Interrogating Our Narratives of Power & 

Co-Creating Goodness Together" - videos and discussion, part 4 of 4. Join us on Google Meet 

here: https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw. If the link doesn't work, manually enter the code 

online. That should work. 

• Youth Forum - 7th - 9th graders! Join us via Zoom here: 

            https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430539532?pwd=Um1HK3ZrRTc1YzhsT3E0aHU0RTFkZz09 

 

MORE INFORMATION… 

Walk to End Hunger is happening virtually! There are two ways to participate: 

1) Join the “Holy Nativity Hikers!” The cost to register either to join our team OR to create your own 

fundraising page is $25 per adult, $10 per child. This amount is  donated to PRISM.) Register to be part 

of the Holy Nativity team here: https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/. Then 

plan on walking wherever you want – even at home – and share your participation with family members, 

friends, co-workers, etc. to help raise money for PRISM!  

2) Donate to our team! Click here to donate online. 100% of donations go directly to PRISM and the 

work they do to address the rising issue of food insecurity in our community. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs
https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430539532?pwd=Um1HK3ZrRTc1YzhsT3E0aHU0RTFkZz09
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/
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Holy Nativity Book Club continues! You are invited to participate in an online discussion of the book, 

“A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota,” edited by Sun Yung Shin. Pastor Jason is leading the 

discussion on Google Meet. We started on November 11th and continue on November 18th and 

December 2nd from 7-8pm. The book is available on Amazon or at your favorite local bookseller. Retail 

price is $18.95. Contact Pastor Jason if you would like us to order a book for you. The Google Meet link 

for all three sessions is: https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre. If the link doesn’t work, open Google 

Meet and enter: vtp-vrog-pre. 

 

Join us for our virtual Holiday Craft Event! While we are unable to have an in-person event this year, 

we still want to celebrate the season with some take-home craft kits that are suitable for ages 3 – 103! 

Each kit will contain 4 craft projects that can be done at home as a family or individual.  There will be 

an advent paper garland chain, a tree ornament, snowman clothespin hangers, and a candy cane wreath. 

Detailed instructions will be provided and all supplies required will be included (except scissors). 

Completed crafts could be used for your own holiday décor or give as a gift! There is no charge for the 

kits and multiple quantities can be ordered, but we would encourage you to drop off a non-perishable 

food or household item(s) for PRISM when you pick up your kit(s). Please contact Linda Lien at 

linda@holynativity.net or at 612-270-3852 by today - Sunday, November 15th - to reserve your kits 

(provide order quantity). They will be available for pick-up in the church narthex the week of November 

30th. 

 

Family Camp is Back! Last year, for the first time ever, 6 families from Holy Nativity spent a weekend 

at Camp Wapo resting, connecting, worshiping, and playing together. It was a blast. It was so much fun, 

that we’re making it an annual tradition. And we want YOU to join us this time around!! The dates for 

Family Camp 2021 are: January 29-31, 2021. All the information you need is located in the google 

registration form, here: https://forms.gle/MCcNtJoAb4CoZnQz8. A note about Family Camp and 

Covid: we will continue to monitor the situation, along with Camp Wapo. For now, they are having 

retreat groups like ours, with updated protocols for mask wearing, food serving, and daily health 

screening. Families will sleep in private rooms together, with private bathrooms. If you would like to see 

a copy of their safety procedures before signing up, email Pastor Ashley—she can give you the full 

document. And don’t worry about making a deposit you won’t get back: if we OR Camp Wapo decide 

that retreats are not safe, you’ll get any money you paid back and we’ll look ahead to 2022!    

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time of online worship, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make 

Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

Today’s cantor: Cresta Hubert 

Today’s scripture reader: Lori Cowman 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week: Geri Lingen, Mary Warner 
 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre
https://forms.gle/MCcNtJoAb4CoZnQz8
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

