
First Sunday  

of Advent 
 

 

Mark 13:24-37 

Jesus encourages his 

followers to look forward 

to the day when he 

returns in power and 

glory to end all suffering. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
 

Worship & Sound Team: 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Greg Eklund 

Brian Hanson 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “The Kingdom of God is the already but not yet.” -R. Alan Woods 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                 “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying”                            Wayne L. Wold 

 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love 

endures forever.  

C: Amen. 

P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Loving and forgiving God, 

C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We 

have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one 

another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light 

of Christ. Amen.  

P: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free – 

free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be 

strengthened in God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN           “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                           Hymnal #242 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 13 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the 

coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen.  

 

ANTHEM                                                 “An Advent Prelude”                               Arr. Charles Callahan 

                                                     Wendy Grimes, flute 

 

   G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                                                               Isaiah 64:1-9 
This lament comes from a people who have had their hopes shattered. The visions of a rebuilt Jerusalem and a 

renewed people of God, spoken of in Isaiah 40 – 55, have not been realized. Instead, the people experience ruin, 

conflict, and famine. This lament calls God to account – to be the God who has brought deliverance in the past. 
1 O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake at your 

presence—2  as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— to make your name 

known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 3 When you did awesome 

deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
4 From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who 

works for those who wait for him. 5 You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in 

your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all 

fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls on your 

name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into 

the hand of our iniquity.  
8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your 

hand. 9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we 

are all your people.     

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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SECOND READING                                 1st Corinthians 1:3-9 
As the Christians in Corinth await the advent of Jesus, Paul reminds them how the Lord has already enriched 

them through spiritual gifts and will continue to strengthen them until the coming day of the Lord. 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4 I give thanks to my[a] God 

always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in every way 

you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— 6 just as the testimony 

of[b] Christ has been strengthened among you— 7 so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may 

be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                            “Alleluia ”                                           Red Folder Pg. 15 

 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                              Mark 13:24-37 

Pastor: The gospel reading according to Mark… Cong.: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 
24 “But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 26 Then they 

will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 

know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he[a] is near, 

at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 

place. 31 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 32 “But about that day or 

hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Beware, keep 

alert;[b] for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a journey, when he 

leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 

the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 

Pastor: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation: THANKS BE TO GOD!    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%201:3-9&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-28352a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%201:3-9&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-28354b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2013:24-37&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24740a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2013:24-37&version=NRSV&interface=print#fen-NRSV-24744b
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SERMON                                           “Tell Us What To Do”                                  Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

                  W E    R E S P O N D  

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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MISSION HYMN                                 “Rejoice Rejoice Believers”                       Hymnal #244 

                       (verses 1 & 4) 
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DISMISSAL    

P:  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                           “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                                           Paul Manz   

 

Flowers by the altar are given by Rod and Ann Moser in memory of family members. 

                

WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, November 29 First Sunday of Advent 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, December 3 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, November 30 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer (on Zoom) 

Friday, December 4 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, December 1    

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

NO Bible Study in December 

2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom) 

Saturday, December 5 

9:00am – 12:00pm Sunday School program 

recordings 

Wednesday, December 2 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

 

7:00pm Book Study (online – last one) 

7:00pm Ensemble 

Sunday, December 6  Second Sunday of Advent 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am Sunday Forum (online) 

10:30am Youth Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM is accepting food donations Monday to Thursday, 9-3. Items in short supply are ramen 

noodles, pasta, pancake mix and breakfast cereal. Also see school supplies drive information below! 

November’s Mission Offering is designated to ELCA World Hunger. December’s Mission Offering is 

Beacon’s Families Moving Forward. 

 

TODAY… 

 

There is no education hour this morning. Education Hour resumes next Sunday, December 6th with 

Sunday Forum and Youth Forum online. 

 

MORE INFORMATION… 

 

Holy Nativity has an INTERACTIVE Advent Calendar! It goes from December 1st to December 25th 

and you can find it online here: https://calendar.myadvent.net?id=85588cb5eb3f56426ecbb41b3e40721f. 

Each day you can open a new “door” for an activity, video, or readings to reflect on. You can’t open 

each door until 12:00am or after each day though! But check the calendar each day for something 

special from the Holy Nativity staff! 

 

Due to the rise in COVID cases in Minnesota, Handbell Choir and Sunday School Bells are on hiatus, 

and Bible Study is not meeting in December. Stay safe! 

 

https://calendar.myadvent.net/?id=85588cb5eb3f56426ecbb41b3e40721f
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Holy Nativity Book Club continues! You are invited to participate in an online discussion of the book, 

“A Good Time for the Truth: Race in Minnesota,” edited by Sun Yung Shin. Pastor Jason is leading the 

discussion on Google Meet. We started on November 11th and wrap up this December 2nd from 7-8pm. 

The book is available on Amazon or at your favorite local bookseller. Retail price is $18.95. Contact 

Pastor Jason if you would like us to order a book for you. The Google Meet link for all three sessions is: 

https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre. If the link doesn’t work, open Google Meet and enter: vtp-vrog-

pre. 

 

PRISM is still having its annual Holiday Toy Shoppe this year! Instead of a giving tree at church this 

year, you can donate gifts one of two ways: 

1. Click Here to Order Through Target Registry – all orders will be delivered to PRISM 

2. Drop off items at PRISM on Thursday, December 3rd, 1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. FILL THE VAN! 

 

Family Camp is Back! Last year, for the first time ever, 6 families from Holy Nativity spent a weekend 

at Camp Wapo resting, connecting, worshiping, and playing together. It was a blast. It was so much fun, 

that we’re making it an annual tradition. And we want YOU to join us this time around!! The dates for 

Family Camp 2021 are: January 29-31, 2021. All the information you need is located in the google 

registration form, here: https://forms.gle/MCcNtJoAb4CoZnQz8. A note about Family Camp and 

Covid: we will continue to monitor the situation, along with Camp Wapo. For now, they are having 

retreat groups like ours, with updated protocols for mask wearing, food serving, and daily health 

screening. Families will sleep in private rooms together, with private bathrooms. If you would like to see 

a copy of their safety procedures before signing up, email Pastor Ashley—she can give you the full 

document. And don’t worry about making a deposit you won’t get back: if we OR Camp Wapo decide 

that retreats are not safe, you’ll get any money you paid back and we’ll look ahead to 2022!    

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time of online worship, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make 

Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

Today’s cantor: Brian Johnson 

Today’s scripture reader: Kari Johnson 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week: Geri Lingen, Mary Warner, Betty Stelck 
 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre
https://linktr.ee/prismmpls
https://forms.gle/MCcNtJoAb4CoZnQz8
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

