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after Pentecost 
 

 

 Matthew 25: 1-13 

Jesus tells a parable 

about his own second 

coming, emphasizing the 

need for readiness at all 

times. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church  

3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    

Email: office@holynativity.net 

 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy 

Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming community dedicated 

to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and 

fellowship.” 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral 

Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser,  

Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 

Quote: “Where there are no good works, there is no faith. If works 

and love do not blossom forth, it is not genuine faith, the gospel has 

not gained a foothold, and Christ is not yet rightly known.”  

-Martin Luther 
  

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray,  

and reflect on why we are here. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                            

    “Blessed Assurance”                                                 J. Bert Carlson  

                         

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, in whose image we are 

made, who claims us and calls us beloved. 

C: Amen. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we are not awake for you. We are not faithful 

in using your gifts. We forget the least of our siblings. We do not 

see your beautiful image in one another. We are infected by sin 

that divides your beloved community. Open our hearts to your 



 

 
4 

 

 

coming, open our eyes to see you in our neighbor, open our hands 

to serve your creation. Amen.  

P: Beloved, we are God’s children, and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the 

door to us. Through  Jesus you are forgiven, by Jesus you are 

welcome, in Jesus you are called to rejoice! Let us live in the 

promises prepared for us from the foundation of the world.  

C: Amen. 

 

W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                  

  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”                           Hymnal #632 

                 (verses 1 - 4) 
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GREETING & KYRIE                  Hymnal Pg. 138 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                       Hymnal Pg. 139 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together:  

(unison) O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through 

life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and 

awaken us to the needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM                                 

   “Jesus, Lover of My Soul”                      Joseph M. Martin 

    James Vair 

 

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly,  

while the nearer waters roll, while the tempest still is high. 

Hide me, O my Savior, hide, till the storm of life is past, 

Safe into the haven guide, O receive my soul at last. 

 

Other refuge have I none; hangs my helpless soul on Thee. 

Leave, O leave me not alone, still support and comfort me. 

All my trust on Thee is stayed, all my help from Thee I bring. 

Cover my defenseless head with the shadow of Thy wing. 

 

Plenteous grace with Thee is found, grace to cover all my sin. 

Let the healingstreams abound, make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, freely let me take of Thee. 

Sprung Thou up within my heart, rise to all eternity! 

 

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to Thy bosom fly. 

Jesus, lover of my soul. 
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G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D    

A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                  Amos 5:18-24 

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the Lord would be 

a time of great victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of 

darkness, not light. He said liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The 

Lord demands justice and righteousness in the community. 
18 Alas for you who desire the day of the Lord! Why do you want the 

day of the Lord? It is darkness, not light; 19 as if someone fled from a 

lion, and was met by a bear; or went into the house and rested a hand 

against the wall, and was bitten by a snake. 20 Is not the day of the 

Lord darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 21 I hate, 

I despise your festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 

assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and 

grain offerings, I will not accept them; and the offerings of well-

being of your fatted animals I will not look upon. 23 Take away from 

me the noise of your songs; I will not listen to the melody of your 

harps. 24 But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like 

an ever-flowing stream. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING           1st Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be 

excluded from the resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes 

again. Paul reassures them with the word of hope that all Christians, 

living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ. 
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, 

about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do 

who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 



 

 
9 

 

 

again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 

have died. 15 For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that 

we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by 

no means precede those who have died. 16 For the Lord himself, with 

a cry of command, with the archangel's call and with the sound of 

God's trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will 

rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in 

the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we 

will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another 

with these words. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                                

      “Alleluia ”                                                      Hymnal Pg. 142 

 
 

GOSPEL READING           Matthew 25:1-13 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew…  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids 

took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them 

were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, 

they took no oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their 
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lamps. 5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy 

and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout, "Look! Here is the 

bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7 Then all those bridesmaids got 

up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, "Give us 

some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 But the wise replied, 

"No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 

the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 10 And while they went to 

buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 

him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the 

other bridesmaids came also, saying, "Lord, lord, open to us.' 12 But 

he replied, "Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' 13 Keep awake 

therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…    

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                  

  “The Wait is Over”                                          Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

            W E    R E S P O N D  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                         Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
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communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – 

go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,    

C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, 

and the presence of God watch over and protect us.  For wherever 

we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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MISSION HYMN                          

  “Lift Every Voice and Sing”                                           Hymnal #841 

      (verses 1 & 3) 
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DISMISSAL    

P:  Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                       

“Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer”                              J. Bert Carlson 

 
WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, November 8 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am High School Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, November 12 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

Monday, November 9 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer (on 

Zoom) 

7:00pm Handbells 

Friday, November 13 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, November 10      

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study (patio or 

Fellowship Hall) 

2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom) 

6:00pm Executive Committee (online) 

Saturday, November 14     

Wedding (a.m.) 

Wednesday, November 11 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

 

7:00pm Book Study (online) 

7:00pm Confirmation (online) 

7:00pm Ensemble  

Sunday, November 15 

Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (Online) 

10:30am Sunday Forum (online) 

10:30am Youth Forum (online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM is accepting food donations Monday to Thursday, 9-3. Items in short 

supply are ramen noodles, pasta, pancake mix and breakfast cereal. Also see school 

supplies drive information below! 

November’s Mission Offering is designated to ELCA World Hunger. 
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TODAY… 

 

Education Hour is at 10:30am:  

• Sunday School is online and videos are being posted weekly on 

YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs. Also visit 

our website’s Sunday School page for printables! 

https://holynativity.net/connect-grow/children-family/sunday-

school/  

• High School Forum - 10th - 12th graders! Join us via Zoom 

here to discuss "Mindfulness" with Lori Cowman: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86963466288?pwd=SjY0M1RoNkh4

alZKMW1zUUxWV0NwUT09     

 

MORE INFORMATION… 

 

Walk to End Hunger is happening virtually! There are two ways 

to participate: 

1) Join the “Holy Nativity Hikers!” The cost to register either to join 

our team OR to create your own fundraising page is $25 per adult, 

$10 per child. This amount is  donated to PRISM.) Register to be part 

of the Holy Nativity team here: 

https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/. 

Then plan on walking wherever you want – even at home – and share 

your participation with family members, friends, co-workers, etc. to 

help raise money for PRISM! 

2) Donate to our team! Click here to donate online. 100% of 

donations go directly to PRISM and the work they do to address the 

rising issue of food insecurity in our community.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs
https://holynativity.net/connect-grow/children-family/sunday-school/
https://holynativity.net/connect-grow/children-family/sunday-school/
ttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/86963466288?pwd=SjY0M1RoNkh4alZKMW1zUUxWV0NwUT09
ttps://us02web.zoom.us/j/86963466288?pwd=SjY0M1RoNkh4alZKMW1zUUxWV0NwUT09
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/wteh2020/team/869846/
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Holy Nativity Book Club is back! You are invited to participate in 

an online discussion of the book, “A Good Time for the Truth: Race 

in Minnesota,” edited by Sun Yung Shin. Pastor Jason will lead the 

discussion on Google Meet. We will meet on three Wednesdays, 

from 7-8pm: Nov. 11, 18, and Dec. 2. Read the introduction and the 

first five essays for the first meeting. The book is available on 

Amazon or at your favorite local bookseller. Retail price is $18.95. 

Contact Pastor Jason if you would like us to order a book for you. 

The Google Meet link for all three sessions is: 

https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre. If the link doesn’t work, open 

Google Meet and enter: vtp-vrog-pre. 

 

How about planning for the Holiday Craft Event?? While we are 

unable to have an in-person event this year, we still want to celebrate 

the season with some take-home craft kits that are suitable for ages 3 

– 103! Each kit will contain 4 craft projects that can be done at home 

as a family or individual.  There will be an advent paper garland 

chain, a tree ornament, snowman clothespin hangers, and a candy 

cane wreath. Detailed instructions will be provided and all supplies 

required will be included (except scissors). Completed crafts could be 

used for your own holiday décor or give as a gift! There is no charge 

for the kits and multiple quantities can be ordered, but we would 

encourage you to drop off a non-perishable food or household item(s) 

for PRISM when you pick up your kit(s). Please contact Linda Lien 

at linda@holynativity.net or at 612-270-3852 by Sunday, November 

15th to reserve your kits (provide order quantity). They will be 

available for pick-up in the church narthex the week of November 

30th. 

 

 

 

https://meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre
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Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time 

of online worship, there are still many ways you can financially 

support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or 

mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 Winnetka Avenue N, 

New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for 

automatic withdrawals. 

 

Today’s cantor: James Vair       

Today’s scripture reader: Kristen Chamberlain 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Geri Lingen, Mary Warner, Linda Lien 

 

 If you have a prayer request or update,  

or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or 

office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

