Second Sunday
of Advent
Mark 1:1-8
The Gospel of Mark does
not begin with a story of
Jesus’ birth but with the
voice of one crying out in
the wilderness: Prepare the
way of the Lord.
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9 : 3 0 a.m.
HOLY NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Hope, Minnesota
www.holynativity.net

Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity!
Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427
Phone 763-545-1647 www.holynativity.net Email: office@holynativity.net
Our Mission & Ministry: “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming
community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.”

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am
on Facebook “LIVE”
at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope!
Staff Members:
Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor
Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor
Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship
Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator
Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director
Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator
Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate
Tom Wiblishauser,
Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up
Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator
Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator
Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator
Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day
Childcare Center (hncccc.org)
Worship Tech & Sound Team:
Mark Chamberlain
Andrew Kubly
Chris Daniels
Greg Eklund
Brian Hanson
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ORDER

FOR

WORSHIP

Quote: “Into a void of despair, the prophet speaks promise.” -Michael J. Chan

WE

PREPARE

FOR

WORSHIP

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here.
GATHERING MUSIC

“Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”

Marilyn Biery

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

Red Folder Pg. 37
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INVOCATION
P: We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)
P: Blessed be God, Father,  Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose steadfast love
endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires.
(silence is kept for reflection)
P: Loving and forgiving God,
C: we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray. We
have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our neighbor; we have not been Christ to one
another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light
of Christ. Amen.
P: People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and you are free –
free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm of God. May you be
strengthened in God’s love, comforted by Christ’s peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

WE PRAISE GOD
“The King Shall Come”
(Verses 1, 3 & 5)

6

Hymnal #260

GREETING & KYRIE
Red Folder Pg. 40
Pastor: May the love of God, the grace of Jesus and the presence of the Holy Spirit be with you
always…
ALL: …and also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P:
The Lord be with you.
C:
And also with you.
P:
Let us pray together:
(unison) Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming
strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
ANTHEM

“Carol for Advent”
Kim Boursier & Kari Johnson

Don Besig

Amid the winter’s cold embrace, clothed in a shroud of white,
An anxious world in silence waits through the dark of night.
As the lonely song of a dove echoes across the sky above,
We can feel the moment is near; soon the Child of Peace will appear.
What child is this the world awaits with quiet expectation?
When will He come, the promised one, to bring us peace and salvation?
Raise, raise your prayers on high. Prepare His way, the time is nigh.
Come, come Emmanuel, O Child of Love and Peace.
The air grows colder, the light grows dim with dark’ning sky above us.
But soon the chill of the winter wind will warm with God’s gift of love.
And a star will brighten the sky, and songs of joy will echo in heav’n on high!
We will know the moment is here; the Child of Love and Peace will appear.
GOD’S WORD IS READ AND PROCLAIMED
FIRST READING
Isaiah 40:1-11
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over.
God will deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted,
because the only enduring reality in life is the word of God.
1
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand
double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight
in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5 Then the glory of
the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6
A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the
flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand
forever. 9 Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!”
10
See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his
recompense before him. 11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words… Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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SECOND READING

2nd Peter 3:8-15a

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns that could
arise over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised coming of the
Lord through conduct dedicated to God.
8

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a
thousand years are like one day. 9 The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but
is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord
will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the elements will be
dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be disclosed. 11 Since all these
things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of holiness
and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens
will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 13 But, in accordance with his
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. 14 Therefore,
beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, without spot or
blemish; 15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. So also our beloved brother Paul wrote to
you according to the wisdom given him.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words… Congregation: Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL VERSE

“Alleluia ”
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Red Folder Pg. 42

GOSPEL READING
Mark 1:1-8
Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.
1
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,
“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way;
3
the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”
4
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness
of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out
to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the
thong of his sandals. 8 I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord… Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

“Hidden and Revealed”

Rev. Ashley Updegraff

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.)
WE RESPOND
APOSTLES’ CREED
Hymnal Pg. 105
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(After each prayer petition… P: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)
THE PEACE

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always…

C: And also with you.

OFFERING
(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at
holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!)
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE

“Let the Vineyards”
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Red Folder Pg. 45

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Red Folder Pg. 46

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
DISTRIBUTION
You are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying, “The body of Christ, given for you,”
and “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” as you distribute the bread and wine. (You may use any bread
or crackers, and wine or juice you have at home!)

LAMB OF GOD

Red Folder Pg. 47
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“Lost in the Night”

Hymnal #243

14

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER

Red Folder Pg. 49

BENEDICTION
P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch
over and protect us. For wherever we are, our God is also there. We close as we began, in the name
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
MISSION HYMN
(please stand as you are able)

“Savior of the Nations, Come”
(V. 1 - 4)

Hymnal #263

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
SENDING MUSIC

“The King Shall Come”

David N. Johnson

Flowers by the altar are given by Mary Lazerine in honor of Grant & Garrett Trembley,
great-great nephews serving in the U.S. Air Force.
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WEEKLY INFORMATION
Sunday, December 6 Second Sunday of Advent
Thursday, December 10
9:30am Worship (Online)
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
10:30am Youth Forum (online)
10:30am Sunday Forum (online)
12:00pm Word of Life Worship
6:00pm Word of Life Youth
7:00pm Word of Life Worship
Monday, December 7
Friday, December 11
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm
5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer (on Zoom)
7:00pm Word of Life Choir
Tuesday, December 8
Saturday, December 12
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
9:00am – 12:00pm Sunday School Program
2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom)
Recordings
6:00pm Executive Committee (online)
Wednesday, December 9
Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
9:30am Worship (Online)
11:15am HNCCCC Chapel
10:30am High School Forum (online)
6:00pm – 9:00pm Worship area reserved
12:00pm Word of Life worship
7:00pm Confirmation (online)
6:00pm Word of Life Youth
PRISM is accepting food donations Monday to Thursday, 9-3. Items in short supply are ramen
noodles, pasta, pancake mix and breakfast cereal. Also see school supplies drive information below!
December’s Mission Offering is Beacon’s Families Moving Forward.
TODAY…
Education Hour is at 10:30am:
• Sunday School is online and videos are being posted weekly on YouTube here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs.
• Sunday Forum - Topic is "ELCA World Hunger Advent Study Part 1" - Google Meet link for
both sessions this month: https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw. If the link doesn't work,
manually enter the code online. That should work.
• Youth Forum - 7th - 9th graders! It's Popcorn Sunday with Wendy! Join us via Zoom here:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430539532?pwd=Um1HK3ZrRTc1YzhsT3E0aHU0RTFkZz09
MORE INFORMATION…
Holy Nativity has an INTERACTIVE Advent Calendar! It goes from December 1st to December 25th
and you can find it online here: https://calendar.myadvent.net?id=85588cb5eb3f56426ecbb41b3e40721f.
Each day you can open a new “door” for an activity, video, or readings to reflect on. You can’t open
each door until 12:00am or after each day though! But check the calendar each day for something
special from the Holy Nativity staff!
PRISM is still having its annual Holiday Toy Shoppe this year! Instead of a giving tree at church this
year, you can still donate gifts! Click Here to Order Through Target Registry – all orders will be
delivered to PRISM.
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Sunday School Christmas Program info from Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director! We are
working on the Christmas Program for this year. Words are being written! Songs are being practiced!
And I'm hoping for your help: 1) There are still opportunities for students to participate in the program.
If there is a Christmas song that could be played in the program, all I need is a video! If you would like
to come do the video at church, we have openings on Dec 5th, Dec 12th, and in the evenings. Just let me
know. We are also accepting videos taken at home! You can send your video file to Kristen by email.
Any videos we receive by December 16th can be put in the video for our big premiere on December
19th. 2) If you want to have a speaking part in the Christmas Program, there are two ways to sign up!
You can email me or you can sign up here. Once you let me know if you'd like a part, I can send you a
script. You don't even have to have lines! 3) I would love it if I could get either a picture OR video of
your students to include at the end of the program. They could wave, smile, say Merry Christmas,
Happy Holidays, or whatever they like! Please email your pictures, videos, questions, requests,
comments, ideas, random musings, and Christmas memes to Kristen.Chamberlain@gmail.com.
It’s time for the Nativity Faire! Plan to join us on Sunday, December 20th for the first ever Nativity
Faire at Holy Nativity! There will be cookies, hot chocolate, pictures with the pastors, crafts, a LIVE
petting zoo and more! This is the lead-in to a candle-lit worship. It all takes place outdoors in the
parking lot, social-distanced and we ask you to wear a mask. You can come for all or just part of the
faire.Festivities run from 3:30-4:30pm and the worship goes from 4:30-5:00pm.
Christmas Eve Worship! The Christmas Eve service will be livestreamed on Facebook on December
24th at 4:00pm, just the one service. Of course, people can watch any time, including late at night if they
prefer the 10:00pm option. On Christmas Day, you are invited to spend some time in your homes in
family worship and prayer (or if you are by yourself, in personal devotion). Tell the Christmas story,
pray, and maybe even sing some Christmas hymns! A Christmas Day worship at home resource will be
made available before Christmas. Look for a link on our website and in the Holy Post as we get closer to
Christmas. If you would like it mailed to you, please contact the church office.
An Invitation for Instrumentalists! Every Christmas Eve we invite instrumentalists to play a
Christmas piece during the prelude time before each service. This year will be different, but instead we
are hoping to compile a series of videos of musicians playing a prelude piece, and share before the
service on Christmas Eve online! If you can play an instrument and have something to play, you are
invited to send in a recording, or come to church in the next couple of weeks and we'll record you
(which may be easiest if you need an accompanist). Contact Lisa at lisa@holynativity.net or 763-4428351!
Family Camp is Back! Last year, for the first time ever, 6 families from Holy Nativity spent a weekend
at Camp Wapo resting, connecting, worshiping, and playing together. It was a blast. It was so much fun,
that we’re making it an annual tradition. And we want YOU to join us this time around!! The dates for
Family Camp 2021 are: January 29-31, 2021. All the information you need is located in the google
registration form, here: https://forms.gle/MCcNtJoAb4CoZnQz8. A note about Family Camp and
Covid: we will continue to monitor the situation, along with Camp Wapo. For now, they are having
retreat groups like ours, with updated protocols for mask wearing, food serving, and daily health
screening. Families will sleep in private rooms together, with private bathrooms. If you would like to see
a copy of their safety procedures before signing up, email Pastor Ashley—she can give you the full
document. And don’t worry about making a deposit you won’t get back: if we OR Camp Wapo decide
that retreats are not safe, you’ll get any money you paid back and we’ll look ahead to 2022!
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Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time of online worship, there are still
many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity!
1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity,
3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427).
2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make
Donation.”
3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals.
Today’s cantor: Cresta Hubert
Today’s scripture reader: Nancy Hanson
People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:
Geri Lingen, Mary Warner, Betty Stelck,
family of Elva Erickson (mother of Verne Erickson)
If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group,
please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net.
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