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The Pastors Word
We have gotten really good at
waiting. Better than we ever wanted to be.
We have been waiting since
March, it seems. Waiting for the
word that schools will go remote,
that restaurants and bars will be
take-out only, that we are to shelter-in-place. Waiting for the word
that schools will re-open, that restaurants and bars can be enjoyed
in-person, that we are free to go
about some of our regular activities. We have been waiting for
normalcy, waiting for a vaccine,
waiting for an end to this pandemic nightmare. We have gotten really good at waiting. We have had
lots of time and opportunity to
practice. And still—it’s really, really, really hard.
We are entering a season in the
church year that is all about
waiting: Advent. I know, I know.
More waiting. But Advent waiting
is different than pandemic waiting.
In Advent, we are not just idly
waiting, passive and hopeful that
someday things will change. In
Advent, we are waiting for something that we already know will
happen. And that confidence does
something to us. That confidence
changes us. When you already
know what is going to happen, you
start living into that future reality.
It’s like when you are waiting for a
much-anticipated vacation
(remember those?!). You know it’s
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coming, so you start making plans
and getting ready. You pack your
bags and arrange for someone to
watch your cat—because you know
vacation is coming. You’re waiting
and preparing for it to come about.

In Advent, we wait for Jesus to be
born among us. We wait for Jesus
to be born in the flesh, tearing into
the world with newborn cries. We
wait for God to take our shape, our
form, our body, our experience,
and infuse God’s love and peace
and hope into every crevice and
corner of the world. We wait for
what we know will happen—God
will come and dwell with us. God
will be born to us, in Jesus. God will
bring healing and joy and forgiveness and life.
We wait for it, and yet we know
that what we wait for will happen.
We know that what we wait for is
coming. And this surety is what
makes Advent waiting different
than pandemic waiting. This surety
is what makes Advent waiting less
passive and more active. This surety is what makes Advent waiting a
waiting that can change us and the
communities around us. Because,
as Henri Nouwen states, “it is a
waiting with a promise in our
hearts that makes already present
what we are waiting for.”
We know that God will come, because God has come. We know
that God will bring healing and joy
and forgiveness and life, because
God has already gifted us with
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these things. We know what love
and peace and hope feel like and
look like because Jesus has ushered them in. This is the promise
of Christmas, the promise of Jesus,
the promise we cling to, even as
we wait for it to come about again.
Even as we wait for it to be fulfilled.
There is more waiting ahead, beloved of God. There is much more
waiting. I know it is not what you
want. It’s not what I want, either. I
don’t care for the pandemic
waiting—the waiting that can offer
no surety to hold on to and no
promise to prepare for. But the
good news is that Advent waiting is
different. Here, now, we are
waiting for Jesus to be born—and
we know that he will be. He has
come to us again and again and
again and he will continue to come
to us again and again and again
because that is what God does.
That is who God is. God comes and
dwells with us, bringing the peace
that we so desperately need. This
is the truth we wait for. And this is
the promise that is already ours.
We wait for Jesus’s birth and the
love, peace, and hope he brings—
and we rejoice because he is with
us, already, now. His love, peace,
and hope are with us, now, making
the waiting just a bit more bearable.

In Christ, Pastor Ashley

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
Christmas Eve service will be livestreamed on Facebook at
4:00pm, just the one service. Of course, people can watch
any time, including late at night if they prefer the 10:00pm
option.
On Christmas Day, you are invited to spend some time in your homes in
family worship and prayer (or if you are by yourself, in personal devotion). Tell the Christmas story, pray, and maybe even sing some Christmas hymns! A Christmas Day worship at home resource will be made
available before Christmas. Look for a link on our website and in the
Holy Post as we get closer to Christmas. If you would like it mailed to
you, please contact the church office.

Contribute to a Christmas Poinsettia. The cost is $15
per plant. Please designate it in honor or memory of a
loved one. You can find poinsettia envelopes with your
offering envelopes or you can pick one up in the Narthex. Please turn in your envelope by Sunday, December 13th by placing it in the red bag in the Narthex or by contacting Linda at either linda@holynativity.net or 612-270-3852 with your information.
IT’S TIME FOR THE NATIVITY FAIRE!
Plan to join us on Sunday, December 20 for the first ever Nativity
Faire at Holy Nativity! There will be cookies, hot chocolate, pictures
with the pastors, crafts, a LIVE petting zoo and more! This is the leadin to a candle-lit worship.
It all takes place outdoors in the parking lot, social-distanced and we
ask you to wear a mask. You can come for all or just part of the faire.
Festivities run from 3:30-4:30pm and the worship goes from
4:30-5:00pm.
Thank You for Supporting KidPack
A very special thank you to those members who contributed
to KidPack through our September Mission offering. Your
ongoing support is more important than ever during this time when life
has become more difficult for so many. Our contributions continue to
be a critical highlight of Holy Nativity's mission of support for KidPack—
helping families in need by providing a supplemental weekend meal for
a family of four each week during the school year. Your contributions
are so very much needed and appreciated. Thank You!
A special thanks to Tyler Toavs for his generosity! When Tyler turned
12 at the end of November, rather than traditional birthday gifts from
his pals, he requested that his friends make donations to KidPack.
What a very thoughtful and kind gesture! Tyler's generosity will benefit KidPack and will also serve as a wonderful example to his friends.

Book Look
In The Chaperone,
Laura Moriarty gives us
a historically detailed
and nuanced portrayal of the social upheaval that spilled into
every corner of American life by
1922. Only a few years before
becoming the silent-film icon of a
generation, a fifteen-year-old
Louise Brooks leaves Wichita,
Kansas, to study at the prestigious Denishawn school of dance
in New York. Much to her annoyance, she is accompanied by a
thirty-six-year-old chaperone,
who is neither mother nor friend.
Cora Carlisle, a complicated but
traditional woman with her own
reasons for making the trip, has
no idea what she’s in for. Young
Louise, already stunningly beautiful and sporting her famous black
bob with blunt bangs, is known
for her arrogance and her lack of
respect for convention. Ultimately, the five weeks they spend together will transform their lives
forever.
Drawing on the rich history of
the 1920s, ‘30s, and beyond—
from Prohibition and the Great
Depression to the burgeoning
movement for women’s rights—
The Chaperone illustrates how
rapidly the world was changing
at this time and what a vast
difference it all made for Louise
Brooks, Cora Carlisle, and others
like them.

Dear Members of Holy Nativity:
Our staff has consistently given more
than we have asked of them, and never more so than this last year. While
we have all faced changes, they have
consistently met and even exceeded
the challenges placed before them.
They have gone over and above in
their dedication trying to keep us
connected.
To show our appreciation for these
outstanding people, you are all invited
to contribute to a Christmas fund for
our great staff if you are able. Please
make all checks payable to “Holy
Nativity Church” and put “Staff Gift”
in the memo line. You can mail it or
drop it off at the church office.
Wishing each of you a blessed Holiday
season.

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, November 17th, 2020
Virtual Meeting Called to Order: at 7:04pm by President Alan Sommervold.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason
Council Devotions: Marisa Lerum
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved October 2020 council minutes.
Financial Report for the period ending October 31, 2020 was received and entered into the record.
The 2020 YTD operating surplus(deficit) at the end of October is roughly ($17,100).
When compared to the October 2019 YTD operating surplus(deficit) of roughly ($23,100), the financial picture this year is $6,000 better than a year ago. It should be noted, we did take a small step back in October
from a year ago, with the operating deficit in the month of October coming in ($4,000) worse than October
2019.
When compared to the 2020 YRD budget, we are roughly ($16,400) behind where we planned to be at this
point in the year.
The 2020 YTD offerings are up almost $5,200 over the prior year; although offerings in the month of October
were ($4,000) less than in October 2019 and ($2,900) below the monthly budget.
Financial Report for the period ending October 31, 2020

OLD BUSINESS
Building Update. Sanctuary update. Pews still need to be completed and installed. Carpeting is finished and
paid for.
Work on sound booth has been framed and wired. Drywall is complete. Later this week wiring will be finished, the booth will be painted and it will then be functional.
CoVid Update. Current situation in Minnesota is not good. It was consensus that no new changes are needed
in our protocols/policies.
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice. Book study is happening with good discussion involving about 6
-8 people. The study meets on Zoom.
Continued Next Page

Council Minutes Continued

NEW BUSINESS
Winter Congregational Meeting: (January 2021) Covid will still likely be a factor. We will need to adopt a budget at
this congregational meeting. An online information/Q&A session (with a phone-in option for those without computers) will be held in January and the budget will be mailed with a paper ballot for approval. Annual reports for
this meeting from Committees should be to the office by year end.
Budget Planning: We are in the process of collecting committee budgets for the Finance Committee to prepare a
preliminary budget. A preliminary budget needs to be ready for Council discussion at the December Council
meeting.
Stewardship Update: The stewardship mailing will be sent after Thanksgiving. There will be an online option for
filling in a pledge card, which hopefully folks will be willing to use. The letter will include a request for quick turnaround for returning the cards to the office. This will be a basic appeal, with a letter and a pledge card, no brochure, stating that our mission continues in the midst of the pandemic. We need your support.
PASTOR’S REPORTS
Pastor Jason – November 2020
The weekly COVID-19 test positivity rate for Hennepin County, along with the rest of the state, has spiked in recent
weeks. The most recent data we have is from Oct. 25-31, which showed a positivity rate of 9.7%, up from 6.8% the
week before and 5.7% two weeks before. Should the recent increase in cases and positivity rate change our policy
on small groups in the building? (We currently allow up to 15.)
The Child Care Center continues to operate and is doing well financially. They received some state grant money
due to the pandemic, which is helping the bottom line. We have a planned budget for 2021 that is balanced with a
tuition increase of 5%.
The stewardship committee has fallen behind in its planning for the fall stewardship campaign. It is my hope we
can get something out to members by the end of next week.
Online adult education opportunities have been going well, with somewhat small participation. The Sunday forums and book club have led to good discussions.
Empty Bowls has asked if we would sponsor them again, as we have in recent years. Last year, we were a bronze
sponsor at $300. They are asking us to consider increasing to silver at $600. They acknowledge that the event
might not happen again this year, but donations are still important to combat hunger in our community. M/S/
Approved to sponsor Empty Bowls at the silver level of $600 to be taken from Estate Gifts Benevolence account.
As we approach the holidays, a few changes due to COVID: First, we will not be doing a Thanksgiving Eve service.
We have participated with Wildfire in recent years, and that is not happening. In addition, much (most?) of the
attraction of Thanksgiving Eve worship is the pie and social time, which can’t happen this year. Second, Christmas
Eve will be livestreamed at 4:00pm, just the one service. Of course, people can watch any time, including late at
night if they prefer the 10:00pm option. Third, I’m still considering what, if anything, to do on Christmas morning.
Pastor Ashley – November 2020
Confirmation continues to go well. Tomorrow night’s in-person option has been removed to fully virtual. We will
continue to monitor the cases and make future plans based on what is safest for everyone.
Looking ahead to Christmas—a few things we are excited about:
Lisa and I are working on a virtual advent calendar—something for each day between December 1 and 25. Each
day, they will “open” a challenge, a video, a devotion, or something else. It’s a way to stay connected.
We are also making plans for our Christmas Faire! December 20, from 3:30-5:00pm. It will be an outside faire,
masks required. It will end with a brief worship, so we can mark Christmas as a community.
The butter braid fundraiser was a success! Thanks for those who bought tasty pastry!
I’ve suggested to the staff that we get our callers back on calling everyone during this holiday season. I think hearing from the congregation again is important and timely.
I continue to be open to thoughts on ways we can come alongside our people virtually. If you have ideas or suggestions, please let me know! I am also available for phone or zoom or in-person (by appointment) pastoral care. If
you or someone you talk to needs some extra support, please let me know!
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley
Meeting was Adjourned: 8:19pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School videos are being posted weekly. Join the Sunday School
teachers for a story and short lesson through 5 – 10 minute videos.
We are still looking for Sunday School kids who would like to be a part
of the Christmas Program! We are planning to record individual readings and music December 5 and December 12. We will be following
Minnesota Department of Health Guidelines for the recording sessions,
keeping everyone masked and socially distant. The Christmas Program
will premier December 19th a 3 p.m. on Facebook. If your Sunday
Schooler is interested in doing a reading or performing a piece of music, please email Kristen.Chamberlain@gmail.com. Please share which
piece of music your child would like to perform when emailing. Kristen
will assign readings based on how many kids sign up for the reading
portion of the program. If you are more comfortable recording either
the reading or the musical piece in your own home and sending the video, please let Kristen know.
Pastor Ashley regularly posts devotional videos and
they all can all be viewed here: https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLKPArdfsaBKEYPDYAZi6-90vOzLsDJ_wG.
Family Camp is Back!
Last year, for the first time ever, 6 families from Holy Nativity spent a
weekend at Camp Wapo resting, connecting, worshiping, and playing
together. It was a blast. It was so much fun that we’re making it an annual tradition. And we want YOU to join us this time around!! The
dates for Family Camp 2021 are: January 29-31, 2021. All the information you need is located in the google registration form,
here: https://forms.gle/MCcNtJoAb4CoZnQz8
A note about Family Camp and Covid: we will continue to monitor the
situation, along with Camp Wapo. For now, they are having retreat
groups like ours, with updated protocols for mask wearing, food serving, and daily health screening. Families will sleep in private rooms together, with private bathrooms. If you would like to see a copy of their
safety procedures before signing up, email Pastor Ashley—she can give
you the full document. And don’t worry about making a deposit you
won’t get back: if we OR Camp Wapo decide that retreats are not safe,
you’ll get any money you paid back and we’ll look ahead to 2022!
STOCKING STUFFER IDEA!!! Be safe and keep your
face warm! Holy Nativity face masks are here!
Contact Wendy at 763-639-3735
or wendy.grimes@yahoo.com. Masks are $12 and
all proceeds benefit the youth of Holy Nativity.

Adult forums will
take place online via
Google Meet from
10:30am-11:30am the 1st and
3rd Sundays each month. Here is
the December schedule and info.
12/6: ELCA World Hunger Advent
Study Part 1
12/20: ELCA World Hunger
Advent Study Part 2
Google Meet link for both sessions: https://meet.google.com/
ebn-vzej-szw
If the link doesn’t work, manually
enter the code. That should
work.
All Youth and High
School forums will take
place via Zoom for the
remainder of the 2020 calendar
year. They will alternate Sundays. The 1st and 3rd weekends
will be confirmation aged youth
forum and the 2nd and 4th will
be our high school groups. Each
forum will take place from
10:30am - 11:30am. Please contact Wendy Grimes if you have
any questions.
December Forum Schedule
YOUTH:
December 6 - Popcorn Sunday
with Wendy
December 20 - Christmas Fun
with Lori
HIGH SCHOOL:
December 13 - Anger with
Pastor Ashley
December 27- No Forum
Confirmation will meet online in
December. There will be no classes December 23rd or 30th-enjoy your Christmas break!!

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – DANCING WITH LEAVES, ICE & SNOW
How fortunate we are to be able to rake leaves, shovel snow and deal with freezing ice issues all in the same
month of November – a trifecta of nature’s opportunity – Minnesota we love it!
In the process of raking 18 tarps of leaves loaded into 9 truckloads this fall, I was able
to invite the daycare to a fieldtrip dance/romp through the leaves. The kids had so
much fun, they came back for a second day to enjoy the 8 piles I had ready for them on
the Winnetka side of the church.
Then, as the water froze our surface water spigot at the corner of the garage and flooded the garage and
parking lot, I was able to dance with the one inch of water on the garage floor which gave the neglected dirty
floor the first real cleaning in years. Nature helped motivate me to do a job long overdue.
On Saturday, November 7, I was surprised to see four Word of Life “Carpenters for Jesus” working on the
framing of our new streaming booth with a Birchwood countertop in the Sanctuary. These were members of
their youth group who volunteered their trade ability to the church. Many thanks to Sam, Mark, Dan, and Igor. Also, thanks to Verne Erickson, Andrew Kuby and Mark Chamberlain for all their electrical work on the
streaming booth. Many thanks to all other volunteers and families that help our church grow!

SENIOR FITNESS – MASSAGE THERAPY (:
Massage is one of the oldest healing traditions. Ancient Greeks, Egyptians, Chinese and Indians were convinced that
kneading a person’s muscles, tendons,
ligaments & soft tissues would improve their health
or treat a variety of ailments. Even our four legged
friends roll on their backs or up against trees.
The physical benefits of massage include
reduced muscle tension/soreness, improved circulation, stimulation of the lymphatic system, reduction of stress hormones, relaxation, increase joint flexibility,
improved skin tone and recovery of soft tissue injuries and reduced anxiety/depression.
To see various massage chair or gun options, check
them out on Amazon. Questions? Tom Wiblishauser

CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF CHRIST
Each evening beginning December 1,
read one chapter of Luke. There are 24
chapters. On Christmas Eve you will
have read the entire account of Jesus
life and wake up on Christmas morning knowing
who and why we celebrate Christmas!

Our Journey in God’s Ark by
Karen Carlson, Psy.D., D.D.
Remember alone we are together and God is
always with us.
The Lord will be your light forever. Isaiah
60:20.
Envision we are in God’s Ark while we rely upon our
faith and inner strength. Our dwellings, faith in
God, and social-distance existence comprise our
fortress while we protect others and ourselves.
The greatest gift we have from God is love. Christ is
alive in ourselves when we help one another.
Christ lives in us. We all belong in one fellowship
through the acts of love and kindness to others.
Our current example of this is our “alone together”
social-distance existence to mask-up, stay home,
stop the spread, and save lives during our corona
virus pandemic.
Thinking positive, calming fears, breathing deeply,
valuing ourselves, relaxing, and praying are skills to
help us cope during difficulty.
The joy of the Lord is your strength. Nehemiah 8:10

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING,
and so much more!!
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422
Phone: 763-529-1350.
Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's
Facebook page, or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com
DECEMBER FOCUS – HOLIDAY TOYS & BAKING SUPPLIES - PRISM has reopened and continues to serve twice as many families suffering from food
insecurity – with non-perishables, as well as produce, meat, dairy and hygiene
items. The expectation is that the need will continue to increase as the
COVID-19 numbers continue to trend upward.
Food donations can be dropped off Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm. Cash donations are most useful – you can donate via the PRISM website, or mail a check
to PRISM at 1220 Zane Ave. No, Golden Valley 55422.
FILL THE VAN HOLIDAY TOY DONATION CAMPAIGN – Holidays during a pandemic will look different for families, and PRISM’s event this year will be
different as well. You have a couple different options to help:
HELP FILL THE PRISM VAN with unwrapped holiday gifts on Thursday, December 3rd, 1:00-7:00 PM, 1220 Zane Ave. North, Golden Valley (just East of Douglas Drive and Golden Valley Road). You won’t even have to leave your car!
PURCHASE ITEMS ONLINE at www.linktr.ee/prismmpls and have them
shipped directly to PRISM, by December 7.
Most desired items are:
Hair Items – straighteners, blow dryers, curling irons, electric clippers
Sports Equipment – soccer balls, footballs, skateboards
Puzzles and Board Games
Legos and Building Sets
Headphones
Bluetooth Speakers
Video Games
Bath Sets
Dolls and Action Figures
Toys will be distributed Thursday, December 10 through Friday, December 18,
at PRISM. If you know of someone who lives in Golden Valley, New Hope,
Robbinsdale, Crystal or Coordinator at PRISM at 763-432-4230, or via email –
nisaacson@prismmpls.org for Plymouth who could use help, text 763-3084890, or email prism.signup@gmail.com.
PRISM ALWAYS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS – Please contact Nolan Isaacson, the
new Volunteer Coordinator at PRISM at 763-432-4230, or via email – nisaac-

son@prismmpls.org for more details. If you have an interest in doing
something good for your community, volunteering at PRISM is a great
place to be involved.

"Thanks to everyone who joined
the Holy Nativity
Hikers and the Walk to End Hunger Virtual Event. At this writing
we have surpassed our $500 goal,
and have raised $583.20!"
Holiday Gift Ideas from the
Columbarium
In this time of Covid,
here are two gift ideas
that don't require shopping.
1.Choose a remembrance plaque
of a loved one and enjoy viewing
each time you're at HN.
2. Gift yourself a niche to take
the worry and responsibility away
from you and your family in the
future.
Remember that the columbarium
is always open for a quiet restful
place to renew and refresh yourself.
Spreading Joy & Changing Lives
“The heart of the giver makes the gift
dear and precious” –
Martin Luther
During this season of giving,
please consider the Holy Nativity
Endowment Fund for gifts. A percentage of the fund value is used
each year to pay for items that
enrich our lives at Holy Nativity
and are separate from the annual
budget. Endowment memorials
and tributes recognize someone
special, mark special occasions,
and remember a loved one. We
give from our abundance and our
thankfulness for God’s goodness.
(Be sure to note “Endowment
Fund” on your check.)

3 Ways You Can
Financially
Support Holy
Nativity From
Your Home
Thank you for your continued
financial support! During this
time of online worship, there are
still many ways you can
financially support Holy Nativity!
1. Mail your offering (you may
use your offering envelopes or
mail checks to us at Holy Nativity,
3900 Winnetka Avenue North,
New Hope, MN 55427).
2. Give online via our website
at holynativity.net. Just click on
“Make Donation” on the home
page.
3. Ask the office to send you a
Simply Giving form for automatic
withdrawals.
We know this is a difficult time
for everyone and we appreciate
your continued support to Holy
Nativity. Thank you!
Our thoughts and prayers go
out to:
~ Arlene Bergseth and family
on the death of John
“Blessed are those who mourn
for they will be comforted”
~ Matthew 5:4

PASTORAL ACTS:
Wedding: 11/14
Meghan Held and Maxwell Graske
Committal for Carroll Wickstrom:
11/19

DECEMBER
MISSION OFFERING
is designated to

BEACON’S FAMILIES
MOVING FORWARD
Program offers hospitality,
emergency shelter and a path to
home with support for stability to
families experiencing
homelessness. Over 60 Twin City
congregations volunteer space
meals and caring.

Flowers!
Please consider contributing Sunday altar
flowers. Cost is $25 for
flowers or plant. These can be
dedicated in honor or memory of
loved ones or for special occasions. Please contact the church
office to sign up.
The Holy Nativity
Christian Child Care
Center has openings for children in
all classrooms (ages six weeks
through five years). Contact
Brittany at 763-591-0681.

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
These may be a bit flexible at
times. Please be patient with us.
Linda continues to work from
home. Feel free to contact her
any time at 612-270-3852.

Here is the link for
our 9:30am
Sunday worship
services: https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure
you "like" the page and the live
service will automatically pop up
for you in Facebook when it
starts. You can access our Sunday
worship bulletin at
www.holynativity.net.
You can also call 1-855-341-0527
after noon on Sundays and listen
to the service over the phone.
To view our service on YouTube
afterward:
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwXEamLBw/

Centering Prayer
Meeting on Zoom
Until further notice,
the Centering Prayer group will
continue to meet on Zoom, Monday evenings from 5:30-6:30pm If
there's any interest in learning
more about Centering Prayer
and/or joining us, please contact
Kari Johnson
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), or
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly.

Tuesday Morning
Bible Study
Please join us Tuesday mornings
in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00am
when Pastor Jason leads socialdistancing Bible Study.
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Our Mission
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church is a welcoming community
dedicated to helping all know God’s love
through worship, service and fellowship.”

