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The Pastors Word 

Have you ever heard something 
so many times that it begins to 
lose its effectiveness? That it be-
gins to lose its power? For in-
stance, you’ve heard it said a 
thousand times, “if you can’t say 
anything nice, don’t say anything 
at all,” so when you hear it again, 
you simply roll your eyes and say 
“yeah, yeah, yeah.” Or, in this 
Covid-era, you hear the precau-
tions to “wear a mask, wash your 
hands, and stay 6 feet apart,” and 
you think “I know this already!” 
You’ve heard it all before. The 
words have lost their meaning.  
 
I had something like this happen 
to me recently. My husband, Aa-
ron, and I, were reading Scripture 
together and were working our 
way through the gospel of 
Matthew. Aaron started reading 
Matthew 5:13-20, where Jesus 
says “you are the salt of the 
earth…you are the light of the 
world.” I’ve heard this passage so 
many times, and even though it’s 
one of my favorites, I found my-
self thinking “yeah, yeah, yeah…
salt and light…been there, done 
that.” The words had lost some 
effectiveness for me, some pow-
er.  
 
Struck by this, and honestly a 
little concerned, I picked up a 
different translation of the Bible. 

I read Matthew 5 out of The Mes-
sage, a more modern biblical par-
aphrase. And suddenly the words 
had new meaning. My imagina-
tion was hooked in a new way. It 
was as if I was hearing these fa-
miliar words for the very first 
time.  
In The Message, Matthew 5:13, 
Jesus says: “Let me tell you why 
you are here. You are here to be 
salt-seasoning that brings out the 
God-flavors of this earth.” Woah. 
Read that again. You are here to 
be salt-seasoning that brings out 
the God-flavors of this earth.  
 
You and I are called to bring out 
the God-flavors in this world. You 
and I are called to make sure the 
whole earth knows what God 
tastes like. It’s our purpose. It’s 
our goal. As followers of Jesus, 
we are called to spread the fla-
vors of God near and far.  
And just what are God-flavors? 
What does God taste like? God 
tastes like justice. Justice that 
looks out for the poor and the 
marginalized, the under-fed and 
the over-worked. God tastes like 
peace. Peace that allows people 
to let down their defenses, open-
ly communicate, and work to-
gether towards a promised fu-
ture. God tastes like forgiveness. 
Forgiveness that frees people 
from guilt and shame so they can 
walk confidently as beloved chil-
dren. God tastes like love. Love 

that is deeper and wider than an-
ything we can imagine, and that 
transforms all of life.  
 
Justice, peace, forgiveness, and 
love—these are just some of 
God’s flavors. What would you 
add? What does God taste like to 
you? And how can you bring out 
those flavors in our community 
and in our world? How can you—
how can we!—saturate the earth 
with the flavor of justice? Of 
peace?  
 
In these turbulent political times, 
as power transitions in this coun-
try and so many things seem to 
be breaking down and coming 
apart, our job as followers of Je-
sus remains stable. We are called, 
still, to bring out the God-flavors 
in this world. What a responsibil-
ity, and yet what a privilege—
that God calls you and me to 
spread the flavors of justice, 
peace, forgiveness, and love all 
over the place.  
 
Get seasoning!  
 
Faithfully, Pastor Ashley  



Virtual Meeting Called to Order: at 7:03pm by President Alan Sommervold. 
Opening Prayer. Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Connie Toavs 
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved to accept December minutes. 
Financial Report for the period ending December 31, 2020 was received and entered into the record.  
NOTES:   The preliminary December financials show us ending the year with a deficit of roughly ($11,000), 
prior to forgiveness of the PPP loan.  Compared to the 2019 deficit of roughly ($14,000), we ended the year 
just slightly better than a year ago. If you take into account the forgiveness of the PPP loan, 2020 ended with 
a surplus of just under $54,000. 
Revenue for 2020 was under budget by ($31,886). The 2020 total offerings were ($1,800) under the prior 
year and ($22,100) below budget. We saw loose offerings drop ($7,800) compared to the prior year and were 
($8,300) under budget, due to no in-person services for most of the year.  Expenses for 2020 were under 
budget by $20,545 helping to offset the shortfall in revenue. 
Most of the savings, as well as deficits, experienced can be attributed to Covid pandemic. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
Building update  
Sanctuary work is complete.  Remaining items from the capital campaign include remodeling main bathrooms 
and upgrading sound system in the sanctuary.  Property ministry team will work on cost estimates and identi-
fy remaining money available for these projects. 
CoVid update 
The weekly COVID-19 test positivity rate for Hennepin County is 5%, so nothing changes as far as building use 
or gathering in person.  Below 5% we can add a few people to our in-person gathering. Staff is monitoring 
each week.  



Council Minutes Continued  

Congregational Response to Racial 
Injustice 
Most of adult education is currently 
focusing on this topic. 
Streaming Management 
WAM is taking this under their Min-
istry Team agenda. No official 
meetings have taken place yet. 
Iver is committed to working on this 
and is helping to make the set-up 
more efficient and the live stream-
ing easier. 
Winter Congregational Meeting: 
(January 2021) 
The Zoom  Forum scheduled for Jan-
uary 24 is an informational session 
to discuss the budget. The forum 
will be recorded for those who can-
not log in on January 24. 
This is not a typical year and it is 
acknowledged it does not provide 
opportunity for additional agenda 
items. Members are encouraged to 
contact a pastor or one of the coun-
cil members with any concern or 
new items so it can be discussed at 
an upcoming council meeting. 
Budget will be sent out with paper 
ballot ~ deadline for ballots is Feb-
ruary 5, 2021. Budget does not in-
clude many changes. 
Stewardship update 
108 intent cards returned so far. 
$290,000 pledged. Plus an addition-
al $70,000 from regular givers who 
continue to give who have not 
turned in an intent card. 
Proposed 2021 Budget 
One assumption is that people who 
are giving regularly but have not 
submitted an intent card will contin-
ue to give. 
There are funds in reserve, due to 
forgiveness of the PPP loan.  Budg-
eted expenses have stayed almost 
the same as in 2020. The proposed 
budget does not yet include any 
salary increases. Staff is important 
and we need to compensate them; 
but given the current national/
pandemic crisis that amount has not 
been increased. 

M/S/Approved to designate up to 
$10,000 from prior year surplus for 
staff bonuses in lieu of salary in-
creases this year.  Personnel Team 
and Finance to propose a formula 
for distribution at the February 
council meeting.  
M/S/Approved a proposed 2021 
balanced budget in the amount of 
$498,606. 
PASTOR’S REPORTS 
Pastor Jason – January 2021 Report 
to Council 
The weekly COVID-19 test positivity 
rate for Hennepin County is 5%, so 
nothing changes as far as building 
use or gathering in person.  That is 
our line for increasing to 25-person 
gatherings; however, so I will moni-
tor each week and see if it drops 
below. 
The Child Care Center has not had 
any more COVID outbreaks and 
continues to operate normally.  
They are doing fine financially. 
A reminder to please fill out and 
return an intent card for 2021 if you 
have not already done so! 
Book club starts tomorrow as we 
read Ibram X. Kendi’s “How to Be 
An Antiracist.”  It should be a good 
discussion and fits in with our re-
sponse to racial injustice. 
We are planning on livestreaming 
Ash Wednesday worship February 
17 at 7:00pm.  We are offering drive
-thru imposition of ashes that day 
from noon-1:00pm and 5:00-
6:00pm.  We’re going to figure out 
a way to do it safely with something 
like cotton balls or q-tips.  Research 
is ongoing. 
Our Wednesday Lenten series this 
year is “Faith and the Movies.”  
Each week, we’ll be focusing on a 
popular movie and looking at faith 
themes within.  These services will 
use Holden Evening Prayer as well.  
They will likely be pre-recorded and 
broadcast at 7:00pm on Wednes-
days. 
You all should have seen my e-mail 
regarding Tom’s concerns about 

Word of Life.  Tom is satisfied with 
my/our response and feels comfort-
able with how things have been re-
solved. 
 
Pastor Ashley – January 2021 Report 
to Council 
Happy New Year!! My prayer is that 
2021 is a year of hope and prom-
ise—of light breaking anew!!  
I am working on several things:  
I hope to provide a Women’s retreat 
in March. My hope is to provide 
both an in-person AND an on-line 
option, to reach the most women. 
Stay tuned for dates and a theme.  
Camp Wapo registration is opening 
soon, and the camp is hoping to run 
for summer 2021 at 50% capacity. I 
will be getting registration infor-
mation to families this week.  
We have 20 students signed up for 
the Boundary Waters trip, and plan-
ning moves forward with that.  
We are hoping to have our silent 
auction, but to move it on-line! We 
are looking into other fundraising 
options as well.  
I am thinking creatively about how 
we can do Lenten mentoring this 
spring for our 9th graders.  
Confirmation resumes its hybrid op-
tion at the end of this month, on 
January 27.  
I continue to post weekly video de-
votions!  
We had two wonderful Equipping 
Parent events—thanks to those who 
participated! 
I continue to be open to thoughts on 
ways we can come alongside our 
people virtually and in-person. If you 
have ideas or suggestions, please let 
me know! I am also available for 
phone or zoom or in-person (by ap-
pointment) pastoral care. If you or 
someone you talk to needs some 
extra support, please let me know!   
Lastly, is it time to start a sign-up for 
additional people to come to weekly 
worship?  
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Adjournment    M/S/Approved to 
adjourn at 9:07pm. 



Youth and High School forums 
will take place via Zoom on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.   
 
Confirmation aged youth 
will meet from 10:30-
11:30am.  
 
High Schoolers will change and 
will meet from 7:00-8:00pm. 
 
Please contact Wendy Grimes if 
you have any questions.  

Adult forums will 
take place online via 
Google Meet from 
10:30am-11:30am the 1st and 
3rd Sundays each month.  Here is 
the February schedule and info. 

Feb. 7: America’s Unholy Ghosts: 
The Racist Roots of Our Faith and 
Politics, Part 3 
 
Feb. 21: America’s Unholy 
Ghosts: The Racist Roots of Our 
Faith and Politics, Part 4 

Link: 
https://meet.google.com/ebn-
vzej-szw 

If the link doesn’t work, manually 

enter the code.  That should 

work. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School videos 
are posted weekly. 
Join the Sunday 
School teachers for a story and 
short lesson through 5–10 minute 
videos.  

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
We will not be meeting in February but will re-evaluate for March.  Also, Pastor Jason will be 
starting an online bible study soon. Please e-mail (pastorjason@holynativity.net) or call him if 

you are interested.  

CONFIRMATION 
February 3—Small Group, On-Line, 7:00-8:00pm 
February 10—Large Group, Hybrid, 7:00-8:00pm 
February 17—No Class—Ash Wednesday Worship  
February 24—No Class—Lenten Worship 

PALM SUNDAY SILENT AUCTION IS COMING SOON! 
Once again, the youth of Holy Nativity will be hosting 
the Palm Sunday Silent Auction.  A few things will look 
different due to the pandemic, but many things will 
remain the same.  The auction itself will take place online, with virtual 
bidding.  Stay tuned for more information on that as we get closer to 
the date.   
What will remain the same is that we would still love your help.  Typi-
cally for this event, the youth solicit donations from local businesses to 
help our cause.  This year we are not asking for donations; instead the 
youth and their families are going to purchase items from local busi-
ness to help support them in these difficult times.  Although, if you 
would like to help out with donating some items or a basket for us to 
auction off, please do!  We would love handmade items.  Maybe do-
nate some of your pandemic created works of art with us—quilts, 
mittens, woodworking, etc!  Please contact Wendy Grimes with any 
questions or to arrange a donation.  

Ash Wednesday worship this year will be online via Fa-

cebook Live at 7:00pm.  Join us on Wednesday, Febru-

ary 17th as we observe the beginning of our Lenten 

journey.  You are invited to receive the imposition of ashes in your car 

by coming to the church parking lot from noon-1pm or 5:00-6:00pm.  

Please wear masks and Pastor Jason or Pastor Ashley will safely mark 

you with the ashes. 

Join us for our Lenten worship series this year, Faith 

and the Movies. Each Wednesday during Lent, join us 

on Facebook Live as we worship together at 7:00pm.  

We will use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and our 

focus each week will be on a movie and the themes related to faith that 

can be found within.  You may be surprised at what themes and mes-

sages are hiding in some of your favorite Hollywood movies.  You are 

encouraged, but not required, to watch each movie before worship.  A 

list of the five movies will be available soon.  We will also publicize 

where each movie is available for streaming.  We hope to see you 

online for this worship series! 

https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw
https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw


Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 

~ Scott Hennessy and family on 
the death of his wife Shari 
 
~ Ilene Wood and family upon 
the death of her son Tim 
McDiamid 
 
~ The family of Shirley Welch up-
on her death 
 
~ Joyce Domke and family upon 
the death of Clarence  
 
~ Karen Gaasland upon the death 
of her sister Darleen Ward  
 
 

Book Look 

Bruce Holzinger tells the story of a previously happy 
group of friends and parents who is nearly destroyed by 
their own competitiveness when an exclusive school for 
gifted children opens in the community. The novel is 
aptly titled The Gifted School. 

Good schools, stately houses, safe neighborhoods, all set against a 
beautiful landscape. What else could a family want? It was with high 
hopes for the future that four young couples separately chose Crystal, 
Colorado, as the place to raise their children over a decade ago. Finding 
one another as friends further buoyed them over the ensuing years, as 
they juggled the stresses of parenthood, careers, and marriage. Even 
now, as the kids head for middle school, their individual interests and 
abilities becoming more and more distinct, the group of families has 
remained tight. But when an exclusive new school is introduced into 
the mix—an elite new standard to meet—it represents, at long last, 
one pressure too many. 

Throughout the community, cracks begin to form and spread. As chil-
dren are pitted against one another for coveted spots in the school, 
their parents shock themselves with the lengths they are secretly will-
ing to go in the pursuit of prestige and recognition. Soon long-buried 
resentments arise between friends and spouses alike, as ever more tox-
ic instincts emerge. And the most shattering secret of all still lies 
waiting to be exposed. 

The Gifted School is a smart, knowing, wickedly entertaining novel that 
at once provokes, skewers, forgives, and understands its keenly ob-
served characters. It is a riveting tale of parenting and privilege, custom
-made for our culture. 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –  
LAND OF ICE 
AND SNOW 
Be sure to 
walk like a 
penguin, 
wear ice cleats or use a cane 
when walking on slippery ice. I 
just restored our salt buckets at 
all church and daycare entrances 
to help prevent unnecessary falls. 
This winter I have had more op-
portunities to dance (shovel) the 
snow as the first Christmas bliz-
zard left much blown snow after 
the initial snow removal by Perri-
go. I also discovered a new snow 
shovel called “Snow Joe” with a 

spring-loaded second handle that 
reduces back effort by 50%. 
 
Many thanks to Iver for moving 
the altar Christmas trees out be-
hind the dumpster to provide a 
wildlife refuge for our four-
legged or feathered friends.  I am 
thankful I have been able to pro-
vide custodial services for the 
entire Word of Life congregation 
during this pandemic. I look for-
ward to providing services for our 
full congregation when we return 
to church. Thanks for the gener-
ous Christmas gift.   

Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR FITNESS –  
YOU CAN DO IT!  
Use it or lose it!  Walk, stretch 
and improve your balance to en-
hance your lifestyle. Strengthen 
weary muscles, stretch stiff joints 
and slightly increase your heart-
beat to discover the new you!  
Select your own fitness routine 
customized to your specific 
needs of strength, endurance or 
flexibility on your own time- 
schedule in your own home. Ask 
a friend or other church member 
what they do to maintain a 
healthy lifestyle.  
Questions? Contact Tom 
Wiblishauser  
 



SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, 
and so much more!!  

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

FEBRUARY FOCUS – ENOUGH DIAPERS TO LAST FOR ALL OF 2021!  
Consider hosting an in-home project by buying 
large boxes of diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6) and then 
breaking them down into packages of 10 in 
plastic bags.  Write the size on the bags and 
then deliver them to PRISM.  PRISM’s goal is to 
collect 2021 BAGS – which would be enough to 
serve families for the year. 

 
SHOP FOR CHANGE – The PRISM Thrift Store has re-opened and is now 
accepting donations from the public every Wednesday from 10:00am – 
4:00pm.   
 
YOUR IMPACT IN 2020 – PRISM accomplished a lot in the incredibly 
challenging year, serving TRIPLE the number of households that sought 
services from the Marketplace Food Shelf.  Food was distributed to 
over 7,000 families in 2020, on a weekly instead of monthly basis, ex-
tending beyond the service area to meet the incredibly pervasive 
needs in the Northwest Metro. 
 
PRISM’s Housing Prevention Programs have received double the num-
ber of inquiries due to the pervasions of COVID-19.  Thanks to the in-
credible contributions of funders, PRISM is currently assisting 48 
households per month with rental assistance, compared to 11 house-
holds per month this time last year.  PRISM is hopeful that 2021 will be 
the start of positive changes, but anticipates the needs in our commu-
nity to remain incredibly high for an undetermined amount of time.  
Thank you for standing by PRISM and continuing to help those in our 
community to build healthier, more stable lives. 
  
GET INVOLVED – PRISM is in need of volunteers, especially due to 
COVID.  Volunteers are needed in all areas including the Food Shelf, 
Thrift Shop, and Front Desk.  To learn more,  contact Nolan Isaacson, 
the new Volunteer Manager, at via email at nisaacson@prismmpls.org  
or at 763-432-4230. Check out how PRISM is providing a safe experi-
ence for volunteers at www.prismmpls.org/news.  

THE SECRET TO  
HAPPINESS 

 

Forget. 

Apologize. 

Admit errors. 

Avoid mistakes. 

Listen to advice. 

Keep your temper. 

Shoulder the blame. 

Make the best of things. 

Maintain high standards. 

Think first and act  
accordingly. 
 

Put the needs of others 
before your own. 

Forgive. 

Seem like a tall order? 
Then try slipping as 
many of these “secrets 
to happiness” into your 
day as possible.  You’ll 
soon be rewarded with a 
more positive outlook on 
life. 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


3 Ways You Can 
Financially 
Support Holy 
Nativity From 
Your Home 
 

Thank you for your continued 
financial support! During this 
time of online and outdoor 
worship, there are still many 
ways you can financially support 
Holy Nativity! 
 
1.  Mail your offering (you may 
use your offering envelopes or 
mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 
3900 Winnetka Avenue North, 
New Hope, MN 55427). 
 
2.    Give online via our website 
at holynativity.net. Just click on 
“Make Donation” on the home 
page.  
 
3.   Ask the office to send you a 
Simply Giving form for automatic 
withdrawals. 
 
We know this is a difficult time 
for everyone and we appreciate 
your continued support to Holy 
Nativity. Thank you! 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

These may be a bit flexible at 
times and we suggest you call 
before just dropping in.  Please  
be patient with us. 

Linda continues to work from 
home.  Feel free to contact her 
any time at 612-270-3852. 

 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 
services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
The Centering Prayer 
group meets Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm via Zoom.  If 
you have any interest in learning 
more about Centering Prayer 
and/or joining us, please contact 
Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

FEBRUARY 
MISSION OFFERING  

is designated to 

GREATER 
MINNEAPOLIS 

CRISIS NURSERY 
The focus is to end child abuse 
and neglect and create strong 

healthy families 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 

flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please contact the church 
office to sign up. 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child 
Care Center has 
openings for chil-
dren in all classrooms (ages six 
weeks through five years).  Con-
tact Brittany at 763-591-0681. 

Please accept this huge 
THANK YOU from the 
entire staff for the ex-

tremely generous, thoughtful and 
caring gifts you bestowed upon 
each of us over the holiday sea-
son.  We are grateful to and for 
every one of you! 

PASTORAL ACTS: 

Committal:    1/21 
    Shirley Welch 

Baptism:        1/31 
 Hayley Nelson             

The 2020 Congregational Report 
is available on the Holy Nativity 
website (holynativity.net). If you 
would like a printed copy, please 
contact the office. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7




COLOR ME!!! 



C A L E N D A R 



 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!   
It’s the best way to thank them for 

supporting our newsletter! 
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Our Mission 
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Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
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