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The Pastors Word
It is hard to believe it is nearly (or
already, depending on when you
read this) here! 2021. This is
going to be the best year ever!
Or maybe it will just seem like it
when compared to 2020. We
don’t really know if 2021 will be
so great, but I do feel like there is
great anticipation after the year
we have just been through. Vaccines for COVID-19 have begun
to be administered. We see a
light at the end of the tunnel
when it comes to the virus. We
are confident that at some point
during 2021 we will be able to
return to something resembling
normal. It’s not long now, we
hope. It might seem a little
premature to think about what
we’ve learned from all of this,
but maybe it isn’t. As we begin a
new year, perhaps it is wise to
look back on the challenging year
of 2020 and think about what it
means for life going forward.
Maybe for some of us, we have
learned just how much we miss
spending time with family and
friends. Maybe for others, we
have learned just how much we
can appreciate time spent by
ourselves.
Maybe for some of us, we have
realized what is truly essential in
our lives and what is not. Maybe
we have learned just how fragile
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life can be and we are determined to live life to the fullest.
Maybe we have realized just how
powerful gathering together as a
faith community can be. Or maybe we have learned that even
though it’s not ideal, gathering
online as a community is still valuable. Or maybe we have
learned that some of this technology stuff that we had avoided
in the past is not so difficult to
figure out. Whatever it is you
have learned from this past year,
I hope that it can make 2021 and
future years better.
For me, especially as it relates to
the church, I have been surprised
to learn just how adaptable the
church can be. The church has a
reputation of being very slow to
change. The words, “We’ve always done it that way before,”
have been spoken many times in
many congregations, including
ours. It is true, I think, that we
don’t really like change. We like
things to remain the same. We
like the status quo. So when we
were forced to change, I honestly
didn’t know how it would go.
How would we handle all this
change? And while it hasn’t always been easy, we have done it
well. We have adapted. We
have been creative in finding new
ways to remain connected as a
congregation. We have adopted
new technology that I didn’t
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know was possible. And you,
dear church, have remained committed to our mission. I am
thankful for that commitment. I
am thankful that you have stayed
connected, that you have realized the church is still the church
even when it undergoes massive
change.
When we do finally return to normal, we will have to consider
what we have learned as a
church. We will have to consider
what we can take with us into
the future. Because I am confident that in some ways we will
not be the same. But I am also
confident that this is a good
thing. Because even though we
don’t always like change, sometimes God calls us to change. We
have been through quite an ordeal, and it is not quite over yet.
But I hope that in the end we will
have learned something valuable
from it. Here’s to 2021!
In God’s amazing grace,
Pastor Jason

When the World Feels Like a Scary Place: A Zoom Conversation with Author Abigail Gewirtz
Sunday, January 17, 7-8 PM
In a complicated world, big issues make both parents and children anxious--from disturbingly routine active shooter
drills at school, to frightening news about climate change, pandemics, social justice issues, and violence. It's all too
easy for parents to feel at a loss for how to equip their child to deal with it all in a healthy way. Join us as Dr. Abigail
Gewirtz, an award-winning child psychologist and leading expert on families under stress, offers parents a clear and
practical guide to discussing these sensitive topics in a calm, reassuring, and productive way that will help kids comprehend and process the world around them.
The Social Dilemma: A Zoom Conversation about Netflix's New Movie
Wednesday, January 6, 7-8:30 PM
Social media connects us, but it also controls us. The Social Dilemma is a new documentary exploring the powerful impact that a relatively small number of engineers in Silicon Valley have over modern-day society. The film deftly tackles
concepts like technology addiction, social engineering, and surveillance capitalism and makes them visceral, understandable, and urgent. This is a must-view movies for families. Watch the film, and then join us for a conversation so
we can unpack the implications for our daily lives.
Here is the Zoom information for both sessions!
Topic: Equipping Parents
Time: Jan 6, 2021 07:00 PM (The Social Dilemma)
Jan 17, 2021 07:00 PM (When the World Feels Like a Scary Place)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85255480757?pwd=b1grcURXR1daS1pLNVBIemFLMTgvUT09
Meeting ID: 852 5548 0757
Passcode: 448415
Equipping Parents is an initiative of Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, aimed at helping parents navigate the ups
and downs of raising children in today's world. We are committed to bringing in experts to talk about topics of interest
to parents at no charge. No matter what age your children are or what your parenting style is or who constitutes your
family, you are welcome here. We firmly believe that the church is called to help in the work of raising thoughtful,
grounded children. We know parenting is hard, and hope to create a space where we can learn from one another and
empower each other in this important work.

SENIOR FITNESS – NECK STRAIN/PAIN!

Many people experience neck pain or stiffness occasionally. It is often due to poor posture (leaning over your
computer), alignment or overuse. Sometimes it is caused by an injury from a fall, contact sports, or whiplash.
Osteoarthritis causes the cushions (cartilage) between your vertebrae to deteriorate. Your body then forms
bone spurs or discs herniate that can also affect joint notion and pain. Seek medial care if your neck pain is
accompanied by numbness or loss of strength in your arms/hands or if you have shooting pain into your
shoulder or down your arm.
To help prevent neck pain:
Use good posture, keep your head centered over your shoulders & spine.
Take breaks to stretch your neck & shoulders.
Adjust your desk, chair, and computer so that the monitor is at eye level.
Avoid tucking your cell phone in between your head and shoulder. Use your speaker phone or headphone.
Avoid carrying heavy bags with straps over your shoulders.
Sleep with a good cervical support pillow for proper spine-neck alignment.
Questions? Contact Tom Wiblishauser
NEIGHBORHOOD NATURE WATCH – Invitation by Tom Wiblishauser
Do you have unique experiences with two or four legged, winged or other creatures that share your neighborhood? As we continue to expand our urban growth, these creatures are continuing to search for new
homes in our own backyards.
When Quebec Avenue was created to connect to Winnetka in the late 1980s, many skunks were disrupted
from their homes to nearby Gethsemane and Bethel/Adath Chesed Shel Emes cemeteries. In the past, an injured skunk closed Winnetka traffic for over three hours. This Fall the geese still want to claim our parking lot
as their temporary home.
Pat Manning has chased 17 geese around her home as they feast on her fallen apples. Nancy Nagle has recently found a mouse inside her car. An opossum walked by Pastor Jason’s home front window as Basil
barked defiantly. Mary Lazarine reported that squirrels are getting intoxicated on fermented pears. Two bald
eagles have resided in Northwood Parkway pond this past summer. Opossums, coyotes, fox, and owls have
been sighted in Hopewood Hills.
Numerous deer from French Regional Park have been roaming Basset Creek at night which Betty Stelck has
seen in her front yard. Squirrels gnaw at cable lines, hijack sheds for their winter homes and even find their
way into our roofs/attics while mice look for holes/winter entry points along our foundations. Spiders search
for rocks, leaves, wood, attics, or cellars to slowdown in a hardening state called diapause. Gophers, moles,
and voles may be digging deeper into our yards to stay warm for the winter.
Do you have similar neighborhood nature interactions to share? Contact me with your experiences at 763656-8850 for the next Neighborhood Nature Watch.

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, December 15th, 2020
Virtual Meeting Called to Order: 7:04pm by President Alan Sommervold.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Ashley
Council Devotions: Joe Gartner
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved November 2020 minutes.
Financial Report for the period ending November 30, 2020 was received and entered into the record.
The 2020 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) at the end of November is roughly ($18,400).
- When compared to the November 2019 YTD operating surplus(deficit) of roughly ($26,800), the financial picture this
year is $8,400 better than a year ago.
- When compared to the 2020 YTD budget, we are roughly ($17,300) behind where we planned to be at this point in
the year.
The 2020 YTD offerings are up almost $5,700 over the prior year and ($28,800) below the YTD budget.
Financial Report for the period ending November 30, 2020

OLD BUSINESS
Building Update: April and May approved construction is all completed; some invoices are still to be paid by year end.
Sound booth is almost finished and expected to be completed by this week. Only small finishing items remain.
CoVid Update: Governor Walz is expected to provide an update this week. The positivity rate IS dropping, but it is still
not low enough to make a difference in our protocols for in-person worship and other gatherings.
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice. Continuing to do Adult Education around this theme. Sunday forums in
January will focus on pertinent related topics.
Winter Congregational Meeting: (January 2021) Technology exists to complete online forums leading up to the congregational meeting. Plans are underway to facilitate a virtual budget presentation/discussion with mail-in ballots.
Continued Next Page

OLD BUSINESS –
Council Minutes Continued

Stewardship update: Intents are coming in; 69 have been returned to-date, totaling $201,178. 25 have shown an increase; 36 stayed the same; 6 decreased; 2 new members have pledged for the first time. Additional pledges are expected to come in. The online intent card will be made prominent on our website.
NEW BUSINESS
Streaming management: Discussion of how to manage live-streaming worship long-term. This management includes
the coordination of volunteers, equipment maintenance, and working with staff to accommodate components for worship. Jon Peterson will schedule a meeting with the Worship Arts Music ministry team (WAM). Most of this work is already being done — the intent to be more intentional and take advantage of opportunities for ministry growth.
Housing Allowance, approval for 2021: Every year we are required by IRS to set a Housing Allowance for the pastors.
This does not change the budget. M/S/Approved housing allowances for both pastors.
PPP Loan report: Milt Ferris reported that notification has been received that our PPP Loan has been forgiven and December financials will reflect the removal of the loan and recognition of revenue. However, the pandemic is not over;
so any surplus in 2020 should be used to help offset the continued effect of the pandemic on the financials in 2021.
Preliminary budget: Milt Ferris presented a preliminary budget for discussion at this month’s meeting. Currently the
2021 budget is at basically the same level as 2020. Adjustments will be made over the next several weeks based on
pledges received and other factors. A final budget will be ready for Council consideration in January and ultimately presented to the congregation for approval at the January Congregational Meeting.
PASTOR’S REPORTS
Pastor Jason – December 2020
The weekly COVID-19 test positivity rate for Hennepin County is 9.4%, so nothing changes as far as building use or gathering in person.
The Child Care Center was closed for two weeks due to cases of COVID-19 in staff and families. They have since reopened and everything is fine for now. 2020 should end fine financially and the 2021 budget looks good.
The fall stewardship campaign mailing has been sent out and some intent cards have been returned. Make sure to return yours if you have not already!
I have Sunday forums planned for January and a new book club begins January 20. We will be reading “How to Be an
Antiracist,” by Ibram X. Kendi.
Christmas Eve worship will be livestreamed on Facebook at 4:00pm, with the prelude beginning roughly 20 minutes
before. Lisa has people submitting videos for the prelude. A Christmas Day resource for people to worship/observe in
their homes will be available soon.
I will be on vacation the week after Christmas.
Pastor Ashley – December 2020
Come to the Nativity Faire! December 20, from 3:30-5:00pm. It will be an outside faire, masks required. It will end with
a brief worship, so we can mark Christmas as a community.
Two Equipping Parents events are coming up (virtually):
January 6, families are encouraged to join me on a Zoom conversation around the film The Social Dilemma; and on January 17, author Abigail Gewirtz will speak on her book about parenting in anxious times. Both should be excellent!
Next summer, we will be heading to the Boundary Waters with our High School students! I’m excited about this new
opportunity—and I don’t think it will be cancelled due to Covid!!
Family Camp, however, has been cancelled for 2021. We will regroup for 2022!
I’m hoping to provide an option for the women’s retreat this year. My goal is to push it to March, in hopes that we
could do something in-person, at church.
I continue to be open to thoughts on ways we can come alongside our people virtually. If you have ideas or suggestions,
please let me know! I am also available for phone or zoom or in-person (by appointment) pastoral care. If you or someone you talk to needs some extra support, please let me know!
Closing Prayer: Pastor Jason
M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:32pm

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School videos resume on January 10th. Join the Sunday School
teachers for a story and short lesson through 5 – 10 minute videos.
CONFIRMATION
January 6—Parent Night, “The Social Dilemma” conversation, On-Line,
7:00-8:30pm
January 13—Large Group, Hybrid, 7:00-8:00pm
January 20—Small Groups, On-Line, 7:00-8:00pm
January 27—Large Group, Hybrid, 7:00-8:00pm

Holy Nativity Book Club is back!
You are invited to participate in an online discussion of
the book, “How to Be an Antiracist,” by Ibram X. Kendi.
In this book, Ibram X. Kendi, the founding director of the
Antiracist Research and Policy Center at American University, presents
an original approach to understanding and uprooting racism and inequality in our society – and in ourselves.
Antiracism is a transformative concept that reorients and reenergizes
the conversation about racism – and, even more fundamentally, points
us toward liberating new ways of thinking about ourselves and each
other. In his book, Kendi takes readers through a widening circle of
antiracist ideas – from the most basic concepts to visionary possibilities
– that will help readers see all forms of racism clearly, understand their
poisonous consequences, and work to oppose them in our systems and
in ourselves.
Pastor Jason will lead the discussion on Google Meet. We will meet on
three Wednesdays, from 7-8pm: January 20, 27, and February 3. Read
the introduction and the first six chapters for the first meeting.
The book is available on Amazon or at your favorite local bookseller.
The Google Meet link for all three sessions is: https://
meet.google.com/vtp-vrog-pre
If the link doesn’t work, open Google Meet and enter: vtp-vrog-pre.

Adult forums will
take place online via
Google Meet from
10:30am-11:30am the 1st and
3rd Sundays each month. Here is
the January schedule and info
with a special forum on January
24th.
1/3: America’s Unholy Ghosts:
Exploring the Racist Roots of Our
Faith and Politics Part 1
1/17: America’s Unholy Ghosts:
Exploring the Racist Roots of Our
Faith and Politics Part 2
1/24 (special forum): Holy Nativity 2021 Budget Presentation
and Q&A
Link:
https://meet.google.com/ebnvzej-szw
Youth and High School
forums will take place
via Zoom on the 1st and
3rd Sundays of the
month.
Confirmation aged youth will
meet from 10:30-11:30am.
High Schoolers will change and
will meet from 7:00-8:00pm.
Due to the New Year’s holiday,
there will be no forums on Sunday, January 3. We look forward
to seeing you on Sunday, January
17!
Please contact Wendy Grimes if
you have any questions.
Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Bible study will remain on hiatus
for the month of January, with
the hope we can meet again in
February.

Book Look
The Wilson Deception by David O. Stewart is an intriguing presidential mystery.
After four years of horror The Great War has ended, and President Woodrow Wilson’s arrival in Paris in December 1918
unites the city in ecstatic celebration. Major Jamie Fraser, an
army physician who has spent ten months tending American
soldiers, is among the crowd that throngs the Place de la Concorde for Wilson’s visit. As an expert on the Spanish influenza,
Fraser is also called to advise the president’s own doctor on how best to
avoid the deadly disease. Despite his robust appearance, Wilson is more frail
than the public realizes. And at this pivotal moment in history, with the Allied
victors gathering to forge a peace treaty, the president’s health could decide
the fate of nations.
While Fraser tries to determine the truth about Wilson’s maladies, he encounters a man he has not seen for twenty years. Speed Cook—exprofessional ball player and advocate for Negro rights—is desperate to save
his son Joshua, an army sergeant wrongly accused of desertion. Pledging to
help Cook, Fraser approaches Allen Dulles, a charming American spy who is
also Wilson’s close aide. Soon Cook and Fraser’s personal quest will dovetail
with the dramatic events unfolding throughout Paris, as French premier
Georges Clemenceau narrowly survives an assassination attempt and peace
negotiations begin to unravel. Rivalries and hidden agendas abound. At stake
is not only Joshua Cook’s freedom, but the fragile treaty that may be the only
way to stop Europe from plunging into another brutal war.
With a cast of vividly drawn characters . . . Stewart’s fast-paced novel is a riveting and expertly researched blend of history and suspense—illuminating,
deftly plotted, and thoroughly satisfying.

Name Change for KidPack!
The Sheridan Story, supplier to the Wildfire KidPack ministry
has a new name!
Now called “Every Meal, Fighting Child Hunger”, this organization continues to work to address the nutritional needs of more than 200,000
children in Minnesota living with food insecurity. We, at Wildfire, have
decided to change our name, in response, to: “Wildfire Every Meal”

Our role as volunteers in distribution and fund raising continues, even
as the Covid 19 has greatly increased the acute need of food for local
children and families.
Currently, packing and distribution is being handled by the school’s culinary staff so Wildfire Every Meal’s role has become primarily fundraising until we can get back into the schools to help with distribution post
Covid.
For those of you interested in finding out more about the work of Every Meal, please go to https://www.everymeal.org/

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –
IT’S SNOW TIME!
Since the last Tidings I was able to
rake a few more
tarps of flurrying leaves in hidden
corners. Our gutters were popping off at downspouts and frozen drop outlets but thanks to
the thaw, I was able to repair. I
was also able to dance with the
snow when nature gave me the
opportunity in between thaws.

Many thanks to the collaboration
between the Word of Life Youth
Carpenters Sam, Mark, Dan and
Igor and our Streaming booth
team of Mark Chamberlain,
Verne Erickson, Andrew Kubly
and Greg Eklund for their outstanding work on the new
streaming booth. Also, to the
hard laborers who restored our
almost dead pew wood into renewed life with 5 coats of stain
and lacquer despite the pandemic labor challenge.
Thanks to Iver & Cresta Hubert,
Nora & Karen Leverson, and Greg
Eklund for setting up our beautiful Christmas trees!
While the Daycare was closed
from November 16-27, I was able
to carpet shampoo the entire
center including all rooms, hallways and Director’s office to give
them a clean, sanitized return on
December 3. Estimates of up to
40% of all daycares have closed
due to reduced enrollments in
Spring and never able to return
to full levels due to Covid 19.
Congratulations to Brittany and
her dedicated hard-working team
for providing such a valuable essential service to our community
while possible endangering their
own health!

SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING,
and so much more!!
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422
Phone: 763-529-1350.

JANUARY FOCUS – PEANUT BUTTER & JELLY, KID SNACKS – 2020 was a
year we will never forget! In Minnesota, 1 in 11 families experienced
food insecurity. Since COVID, on a state level, those numbers rose to 1
in 8 families needing food support. Visitors to the Food Shelf work in
hospitals, schools, shops, restaurants, cleaners in our businesses, or
homes as PCA’s. They are hotel workers and the parents sitting next to
you at the band concert. They are our neighbors. As remote/hybrid
learning continues, kids are missing out on meals at school, and food
needs at home increase. Food donations can be dropped off at church,
or directly at PRISM, Monday-Thursday, 9am-3pm. Cash donations are
most useful – you can donate via the PRISM website, or mail a check to
PRISM at 1220 Zane Ave. No, Golden Valley 55422.
RECENT EVENT RESULTS
1000 Turkey Giveaway – cars began lining up at 7:30am and the last
car came through at 3:55pm. Five turkeys were leftover! This was the
largest single day giveaway in MN!
Walk to End Hunger – Goal was $10,000, $10,427 raised! Holy Nativity
Hikers exceeded our $500 goal and raised $709.70!
Give to the Max – 227 donors contributed $54,632 (Goal was $50,000)
Holiday Toy Shop – 350 families including 1000 kids were able to shop
for toys, games for family fun night, books, puzzles, teen bundles,
crafts and stocking stuffers during December.
Thanks to everyone who supported these events!
GET INVOLVED – PRISM is in need of volunteers, especially due to
COVID. Volunteers are needed in all areas including the Food Shelf,
Thrift Shop, and Front Desk. To learn more contact Nolan Isaacson, the
new Volunteer Manager at nisaacson@prismmpls.org or at 763-4324230. Check out how PRISM is providing a safe experience for volunteers at www.prismmpls.org/news.
“Thank you. I am grateful for all
of the prayers, cards and the continued support. It is very much
felt and appreciated. God bless.”
Betty Stelck

Thanks to Karen Gaasland for the
lovely Christmas centerpiece she
made to brighten the office and
which we used on the altar during
some of our Sunday worship services.

“ WHEN THIS IS
OVE R ” BY LAURA
KE LLY FANUCCI
“When this is over,
may we never again
take for granted;
A handshake with a
stranger,
Full shelves at the store,
Conversations with
neighbors,
A crowded theater,
Friday night out,
The taste of communion,
A routine checkup,
The school rush each
morning,
Coffee with a friend,
The stadium roaring,
Each deep breath!
A boring Tuesday.
Life itself.
When this ends, may we
find that we have
become more like the
people we wanted to be,
we were called to be,
we hope to be,
and may we stay that
way — better for each
other because of the
worst.”
Photo credit: Leslie Lefer

3 Ways You Can
Financially
Support Holy
Nativity From
Your Home
Thank you for your continued
financial support! During this
time of online worship, there are
still many ways you can
financially support Holy Nativity!
1. Mail your offering (you may
use your offering envelopes or
mail checks to us at Holy Nativity,
3900 Winnetka Avenue North,
New Hope, MN 55427).
2. Give online via our website
at holynativity.net. Just click on
“Make Donation” on the home
page.
3. Ask the office to send you a
Simply Giving form for automatic
withdrawals.
We know this is a difficult time
for everyone and we appreciate
your continued support to Holy
Nativity. Thank you!

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm
These may be a bit flexible at
times. Please be patient with us.
Linda continues to work from
home. Feel free to contact her
any time at 612-270-3852.

JANUARY MISSION
OFFERING
is designated to

LUTHERAN
DISASTER
RESPONSE
Program brings God’s hope,
healing and renewal to people
whose lives have been disrupted
by disasters in the United States
and around the world.
When the dust settles and the
headlines change, we stay to
provide ongoing assistance to
those in need.

Here is the link for
our 9:30am
Sunday worship
services: https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure
you "like" the page and the live
service will automatically pop up
for you in Facebook when it
starts. You can access our Sunday
worship bulletin at
www.holynativity.net.
You can also call 1-855-341-0527
after noon on Sundays and listen
to the service over the phone.
To view our service on YouTube
afterward:
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwXEamLBw/

Flowers!
Please consider contributing Sunday altar
flowers. Cost is $25 for
flowers or plant. These can be
dedicated in honor or memory of
loved ones or for special occasions. Please contact the church
office to sign up.
The Holy Nativity
Christian Child
Care Center has
openings for children in all classrooms (ages six
weeks through five years). Contact Brittany at 763-591-0681.

PASTORAL ACTS:
Baptism: 12/5
Rhaegar Walter Waters
Baptism: 12/13
Theodore Walter Glogoza
Committal: 12/18
Roger Danielson

Centering Prayer
Meeting on Zoom
Until further notice,
the Centering Prayer group will
continue to meet on Zoom, Monday evenings from 5:30-6:30pm If
there's any interest in learning
more about Centering Prayer
and/or joining us, please contact
Kari Johnson
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), or
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly.
Our thoughts and prayers
go out to:
~ Verne Erickson and family on
the death of his mother Elva
Erickson
~ The Danielson family on the
death on Roger
“Blessed are those who mourn
for they will be comforted”
~ Matthew 5:4
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF
Senior Pastor Jason Wahlstrom
(H) 763-767-3051
pastorjason@holynativity.net
Associate Pastor Ashley Updegraff
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Director of Music Ministry
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Lisa Baker
Organist/Communications Coordinator
lisa@holynativity.net
Linda Lien
Congregational Care Coordinator
and Funeral Coordinator
linda@holynativity.net
Wendy Grimes
Youth Ministry Associate
wendy.grimes@yahoo.com
Kristen Chamberlain
Sunday School Director
kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com
Kari Johnson
Choristers Director
kari@holynativity.net
Kara Holt
Financial Coordinator
karaholt@msn.com
Tom Wiblishauser
Custodian
twiblishauser@comcast.net
Amy Laite
Sunday Nursery Coordinator
amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com
Brittany Anderson
Childcare Director
(HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681
holynativitycccc@gmail.com
General Message
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Our Mission
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church is a welcoming community
dedicated to helping all know God’s love
through worship, service and fellowship.”

