
ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
February 17, 2021    7:00 PM Online 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, New Hope, MN 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom ~ Pastor Ashley Updegraff 

 
 

Join us on Facebook “LIVE” at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 
 
 

 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                     “O Mensch, bewein dein Sünde groß”                                       J.S. Bach 
  
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
INVITATION TO LENT 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                                           Hymnal Pg. 252 
L:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 (Silence is kept for reflection.) 
L: Most holy and merciful God, 
All:  we confess to you and to one another, and before the whole company of heaven, that we have 
sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our own most grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
L:  We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
All: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind of 
Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 
All: Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
(After each petition…)  
L: …we confess to you. All: Have mercy on us, O God. 
L: Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
All: Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
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GATHERING HYMN   
               “Softly and Tenderly, Jesus is Calling”                                                                         Hymnal #608 
                                (verses 1 & 3) 

 

 
PRAYER    
L: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,  
All: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
L: By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
All: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
L: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in 
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.  
All: Amen.                                                               - 2 – 



FIRST READING                                        Isaiah 58: 1-12 
Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their fasts. 
God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such 
as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. Sincere repentence will lead to a dramatic 
improvement of their condition. 
1 Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my people their rebellion, to 
the house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, as if they 
were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 
righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3 "Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why 
humble ourselves, but you do not notice?" Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and 
oppress all your workers. 4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such 
fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.  5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? Will you call 
this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6 Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the 
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your 
own kin?  8 Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 9 Then you shall call, and 
the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you remove the yoke from 
among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11 The LORD will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones 
strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 12 Your 
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you shall be called 
the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom…Holy Words.   Congregation: THANKS BE TO GOD!    

 
SECOND READING                                                            Psalm 51:1-17 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy blot out 
my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is 
evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. 5 
Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 6 You desire truth in the inward being; 
therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 
7 Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy 
and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all 
my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 11 Do not cast 
me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your 
salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will 
return to you. 
14 Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 
deliverance. 15 O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16 For you have no delight in 
sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 17 The sacrifice acceptable to God is 
a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom…Holy Words.   Congregation: THANKS BE TO GOD!    
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GOSPEL VERSE                                           “Return to God”                                              Red Folder Pg. 5 
 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                         Matthew 6: 1-6, 16-21 
Pastor: The Gospel reading according to Matthew chapter 6… Cong.: GLORY TO YOU, O LORD! 

1 “Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward  
from your Father in heaven.  2 So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the  
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, 
they have received their reward.  3 But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right 
hand is doing, 4 so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 5 And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. 6 But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
16 “And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 
show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 17 But when you fast, put 
oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father 
who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 19 Do not store up for yourselves 
treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord.   Congregation: PRAISE TO YOU, O CHRIST.    
 

SERMON                                                       “To What End”                                       Rev. Ashley Updegraff 
 

MOMENT TO REFLECT 
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ANTHEM                                       “Come Love, Come Lord”      R. Vaughan Williams 
                Iver Hubert ~ Tenor, Wendy Grimes ~ Flute 
 

Come Love, come Lord, and that long day for which I languish, come away. 
When this dry soul those eyes shall see and drink the unseal’d source of Thee, 
When glory’s sun faith’s shades shall chase, then for Thy veil give me Thy face. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
Each petition ends with:   L:  Lord, in your mercy…  All: …hear our prayer. 
 

THE PEACE    P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…     C:  And also with you. 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  -  WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen          

                   
DISTRIBUTION    
 

You are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying, “The body of Christ, given for 
you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” as you distribute the bread and wine. 

(You may use any bread or crackers, and wine or juice you have at home!) 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN           
   “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”        Hymnal #332 
               (verses 1 & 3) 
 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
L:  Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we 
may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and above all that 
we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    All:  Amen 
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BLESSING 
L: Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. All: Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN                 “O Lord, Throughout These Forty Days”                                  Hymnal #319 
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DISMISSAL   L:  Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to that 
which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.     
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 
SENDING MUSIC                         “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                                     R. B. Farlee              
 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship – Lisa Baker, Worship Accompanist  
Reader – Nancy Hanson 

 
OFFERING – (You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 
 

 
Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, 3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427  

holynativity.net  ~   763-545-1647 
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Join us for our Lenten worship series this year, Faith and the Movies!  
 

Each Wednesday during Lent join us on Facebook Live as we worship together at 7:00pm.  

We will use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and our focus each week will be on a movie and the 

themes related to faith that can be found within!  

 

Here is the schedule:   

Feb 24 – Pleasantville 

March 3 - Frozen 2 

March 10 - Groundhog Day 

March 17 - Captain America: The First Avenger 

March 24 – Contact 


