
Fourth Sunday  

in Lent 
 

John 3: 14-21     

To explain the salvation of 

God to the religious leader, 

Nicodemus, Jesu refers to the 

scripture passage quoted in 

today’s first reading. Just as 

those who looked upon the 

bronze serpent were healed, so 

people will be saved when they behold  

Christ lifted up on the cross. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

on Facebook “LIVE”  

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser,  

Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream Team” 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Greg Eklund 

Brian Hanson 

Mark Eggert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “The pandemic has been such an awful time for so many people around the world,  

but it has also been a reminder for us about the things that really matter.” –Ananya Birla 

  

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                   “My Song Is Love Unknown”                           R. Vaughan Williams 

                                      

           

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast love, our 

rock and our redeemer.  

C: Amen. 

P: God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who is full of 

compassion. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Fountain of living water, 

C: pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. Rebuild what we have 

ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit 

to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen.  

P: Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus Christ, the 

wisdom and power of God, your sins are  forgiven, and God remembers them no more. Journey in the 

way of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                     “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”                           Hymnal #759 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                              Hymnal Pg. 147 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together:  

(unison) O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 

rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect 

your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM                                  “Amazing Grace”                      Arr. Jay Althouse 
                James Vair, Iver Hubert, Brian Johnson, Greg Eklund 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!  

I once was lost but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 

 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares, I have already come. 

‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we first begun. 

 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound. 
 
 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

FIRST READING                                                  Numbers 21:4-9 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and grumble. They 

forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but when 

they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 
4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; but the people 

became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you 

brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this 

miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so 

that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by speaking against 

the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 

people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone 

who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and 

whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING                                       Ephesians 2:1-10 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. We are saved 

not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work 

in our lives. 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this 

world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 

disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh 

and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, 

out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
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alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us 

with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been 

saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God— 9not the result of works, so 

that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 

God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                            “Return to God”                                           Red Folder Pg. 15 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL READING                                              John 3:14-21 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that 

whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17“Indeed, God did not 

send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned 

already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, 

that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds 

were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be 

exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds 

have been done in God.” 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                             “Love in the time of Covid”                       Rev. Ashley Updegraff 
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MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

            W E    R E S P O N D  

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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MISSION HYMN                              “Drawn to the Light”                           Hymnal #593 
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DISMISSAL    

P:  Go in peace, joined together in Christ. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                             “There in God’s Garden”                                              R.B. Farlee           

 

Flowers are given by Jerry & Karen Gaasland in thankfulness for many blessings. 

 

WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, March 14 Fourth Sunday in Lent & 

Daylight Savings Time begins 

9:30am Worship (limited in-person and online) 

12:00pm Word of Life worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, March 18 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

12:00pm Bible Study (online) 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, March 15 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer (on Zoom) 

7:00pm Ensemble 

Friday, March 19 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, March 16 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom) 

7:00pm Council (online) 

Saturday, March 20 

 

Wednesday, March 17 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

 

 

 

7:00pm Lenten Worship (online) 

Sunday, March 21  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

9:30am Worship (limited in-person and online) 

10:30am Sunday Forum (online) 

10:30am Youth Forum (online) 

12:00pm WOL Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

7:00pm High School Youth Forum (online) 

PRISM is accepting donations Monday to Friday from 10:00am – 4:00pm.  

March’s Mission Offering is designated to PRISM. Part of the Minnesota Food Share, PRISM provides 

food, clothing, and other necessities to those who are in need. 

 

TODAY… 

Education Hour is at 10:30am: 

• Sunday School video lessons are being posted on YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs.  

• No Forums today. Sunday, Youth and High School Forums are the first and third Sundays of 

the month. 

 

THIS WEEK… 

 

Our Lenten worship series “Faith and the Movies” continues! Each Wednesday during Lent join us 

on Facebook Live as we worship together at 7:00pm. We use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and our 

focus each week will be on a movie and the themes related to faith that can be found within! Here is the 

rest of the schedule: March 17 - Captain America: The First Avenger, March 24 – Contact. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs
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Online Bible Study in March! The Tuesday morning Bible Study is not meeting in person in March, 

but will re-evaluate for April. However, join us for a new online Bible Study on Thursdays from noon-

1pm led by Pastor Jason. We’ll meet over Zoom and have begun by studying the book of Isaiah 

together. Feel free to eat your lunch while we meet. No preparation is required, so please join us!   

 

The Online Bible Study Zoom link is: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK01hdmFPaDRoQT09.  

Calling in is also an option. Contact Pastor Jason for more information. 

 

MORE INFORMATION… 

 

We continue the transition to in-person worship! In-person slots for two more Sundays AND 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday worship are now open! As of now, you may sign up for up to two of 

the services March 21st and after. Then this Tuesday, March 16th at Noon you can sign up for whatever 

is left. This way everyone gets a fair chance. A total of 15 can sign up for each service, so that we have 

no more than 25 in the space including worship leaders. You will input your information into the form, 

and include the number of people in your household who will be present. If you don’t have access to the 

internet, you may call the church office at 763-545-1647 starting at the same time, and we will sign you 

up! Here is the link to sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2ca3f49-inperson.  

 

Palm Sunday Silent Auction begins March 24th! Once again, the youth of Holy Nativity will be 

hosting the Palm Sunday Silent Auction. A few things will look different due to the pandemic, but many 

things will remain the same. The auction itself will take place online starting on March 24th, with virtual 

bidding. We are looking for donations again this year! See the March Tidings for more details and please 

contact Wendy Grimes (wendy.grimes@yahoo.com) with any questions or to arrange a donation. 

 

March FoodShare! Every pound of food and all cash donations collected from March 1st through the 

first week of April will count toward qualifying PRISM for the extra financial reward from this yearly 

drive. Donate by dropping off directly at PRISM, at Holy Nativity, sending a check direct to PRISM, or 

online via the PRISM website. The number of families suffering food insecurity remains incredibly high 

and your donations are critical to meet this need. Individual donations are PRISM’s single biggest 

source of support.   

 

Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly 2021 is Virtual! One male voting member of Holy Nativity still 

needed to attend. Dates are Friday, April 23, 6:00-9:00 p.m. and Saturday, April 24, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

via Zoom. Holy Nativity has the following members attending the Assembly this year virtually: 

Pastor Jason, Pastor Ashley, Tina Haugstad, and Alice Loddigs. For balance, one male voting member 

of Holy Nativity is still needed to attend. Contact Pastor Jason if interested 

(pastorjason@holynativity.net). 

 

Gardeners needed! There are two opportunities at Holy Nativity to share and use your skills and love 

of gardening: 

1. Columbarium care-  includes spring and fall cleanup, watering, weeding  fertilizing and trimming  on 

a regular schedule of area surrounding columbarium.  Keep planter filled with flowers appropriate for 

each season. The purpose is to have the area an inviting place for families to visit cremains of loved 

ones, as well as, church members to  enjoy the quiet and serene beauty. Work from Easter through 

Christmas. 3 – 5 people needed. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK01hdmFPaDRoQT09
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2ca3f49-inperson
mailto:pastorjason@holynativity.net
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2. Front door/parking lot entry pots-  3 pots need seasonal decorating, watering and upkeep on a regular 

schedule. (primarily during the growing season) Work from Easter through Christmas. 3-5 people 

needed. 

Please contact Karen Gaasland at 763-360-8446 for more information. 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time of online worship, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make 

Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

Thrivent members! Have you directed all your 2020 Thrivent Choice dollars to Holy Nativity?  

Thrivent members can still direct funds earned last year through March 31, 2021. To see if you have any 

2020 dollars remaining, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice online, or call 800-847-4836 and when 

prompted say "Thrivent Choice." Holy Nativity appreciates your support! 

 

Cantor: James Vair 

Scripture Reader: Amy Eggert 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Geri Lingen, John Lingen, Michelle Hanson. 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

