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The Pastors Word 

I recently watched a video by 
seminary professor Soong-Chan 
Rah entitled, “Prophetic Intru-
sions and Lament.”  In this video, 
Rah talks about how we as peo-
ple of faith deal with bad things 
happening both individually and 
societally.  He uses the example 
of the Babylonian Exile from our 
Old Testament where we hear 
about the people of Jerusalem 
being rounded up and taken into 
exile in Babylon.  They are basi-
cally slaves there and feel as if 
God has abandoned them.  The 
prophet Jeremiah writes to and 
for those in exile in his self-titled 
book.  Tradition also states that 
Jeremiah wrote the book of 
Lamentations for that same audi-
ence.  It is what we hear in the 
book of Lamentations that seems 
to have caught Rah’s attention.  
He argues that Lamentations sug-
gests that in the midst of suffer-
ing and oppression, our first in-
stinct may be to act to change it.  
Get to work, we might think.  
Don’t dilly-dally.  But the first 
thing we should really be doing is 
spending time in lament.  Lament 
is an often-forgotten biblical tra-
dition of acknowledging our sor-
row and grief to God.  It can even 
take the form of complaining to 
God or being angry with God.  
Lament can be powerful.  It can 
be important to our healing in 
the midst of suffering. 

Much of our adult education in 
recent months here at Holy Nativ-
ity has been focused on racial jus-
tice.  It caught my attention, then, 
when Rah went on to talk about 
how lament could be an im-
portant step in addressing issues 
of racial injustice, poverty, and 
oppression in our world.  It strikes 
me that we haven’t really taken 
that step in the fight for justice.  
He argues that part of that step 
for us should be listening to those 
who are hungry, living with pov-
erty, or facing injustice.  He 
seems to suggest that we some-
times think we can simply get to 
work to solve these societal prob-
lems without actually consulting 
with those who are experiencing 
the most suffering.  I feel it’s im-
portant to add that this does not 
mean we stop working to address 
injustice in our world.  But in-
stead, the work of ending injus-
tice requires that we hear the 
voices of those who are experi-
encing that very injustice. 

We are going through a period of 
time in our country when it feels 
like people are more willing than 
ever to confront their own racism 
and think about ways to stop it.  
We have had some great discus-
sion in Sunday forums and book 
studies that I don’t think would 
have been possible not too many 
years ago.  There is a deep long-
ing to end systemic racism and 
systems of injustice that are 

deeply ingrained in our culture.  
While there has been a move-
ment for civil rights for decades, 
if not centuries, in this country, 
maybe what we have always 
been missing is lament.  Acknowl-
edging the pain that people are 
experiencing is part of that la-
ment that is necessary.  But be-
yond that, listening to and under-
standing what people are really 
experiencing is also part of the 
process of lament.  And it is cru-
cial if we truly want to change 
the world. 

We will be watching the video I 
reference in this article as part of 
our Sunday forum on March 21.  
Please join us for that and discus-
sion.  The link can be found else-
where in the newsletter. 

In God’s amazing grace, 

Pastor Jason 



Youth and High School forums 
will take place via Zoom on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.   
 
Confirmation aged youth 
will meet from 10:30-
11:30am.  
 
High Schoolers will change and 
will meet from 7:00-8:00pm. 
 
Please contact Wendy Grimes if 
you have any questions.  

Adult forums will 
take place online via 
Google Meet from 
10:30am-11:30am the 1st and 
3rd Sundays each month.  Here is 
the March schedule and info. 

March 7: America’s Unholy 
Ghosts: The Racist Roots of Our 
Faith and Politics video and dis-
cussion Part 5 

March 21: Prophetic Intrusions 
and Lament video and discussion  

Link: 
https://meet.google.com/ebn-
vzej-szw 

If the link doesn’t work, manually 

enter the code.  That should 

work. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School videos 
are posted weekly. 
Join the Sunday 
School teachers for a 
story and short lesson through 5 
– 10 minute videos.  
Sunday School activity sheets can 
be printed from the church web-
site. 

CONFIRMATION 
No Classes in March —Lenten Worship 

Join us for our Lenten worship series this year, Faith and 

the Movies. Each Wednesday during Lent, join us on Fa-

cebook Live as we worship together at 7:00pm.  We will 

use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and our focus 

each week will be on a movie and the themes related to faith that can 

be found within.  You may be surprised at what themes and messages 

are hiding in some of your favorite Hollywood movies.  You are encour-

aged, but not required, to watch each movie before worship.   

February 24:  Pleasantville 
March 3:        Frozen II 
March 10:     Groundhog Day 
March 17:     Captain America: The First Avenger 
March 24:     Contact 
 
We hope to see you online for this worship series! 

Palm Sunday Silent Auction!!! 

Some things might be a little different, but 
the fun remains the same!  Here is what 
you need to know about this year’s auc-
tion. 

~ The auction will open on Wednesday, March 24th at  
    7:30pm – after Lenten Worship. 
~ The auction will close on Sunday, March 28th at  
    11:30am – after Palm Sunday Worship. 
~ The entire auction will take place on line. It can be found 
    at : 

    https://www.32auctions.com/PalmSunday2021 
 

If you are the winning bidder at the completion of the auc-
tion, you can pick up your item and pay at the church dur-
ing office hours. 
As always, the proceeds of this auction directly benefit the 
youth of Holy Nativity! 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support of our kidd 
and happy shopping! 
 
Please contact Wendy Grimes if you have any questions! 

https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw
https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw


Bible Study 
The Tuesday morning bible study will not meet in person in 
March, but will re-evaluate for April.  However, join us for a 

new online Bible Study on Thursdays from noon-1pm led by Pastor Ja-
son beginning March 4.  We’ll meet over Zoom and begin by studying 
the book of Isaiah together.  Feel free to eat your lunch while we 
meet.  No preparation is required, so please join us!  The Zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK0
1hdmFPaDRoQT09.  Calling in is also an option. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information. 

Book Look 

Lisa Wingate has written a poignant novel, Before We 
Were Yours, inspired by a true story. Two families, 
generations apart, are forever changed by a heart-
breaking injustice. 
Memphis 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four 
younger siblings live a magical life aboard their fami-
ly’s Mississippi River shanty boat. But when their fa-
ther must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left 
in charge—until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is fa-
miliar and thrown into a Tennessee Children’s Home Society orphan-
age, the Foss children are assured that they will soon be returned to 
their parents—but quickly realize the dark truth. At the mercy of the 
facility’s cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother to-
gether in a world of danger and uncertainty. 
Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege, 
Avery Stafford, seems to have it all: a successful career as a federal 
prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a lavish wedding on the horizon. 
But when Avery returns home to help her father weather a health cri-
sis, a chance encounter leaves her with uncomfortable questions and 
compels her to take a journey through her family’s long-hidden history, 
on a path that will ultimately lead either to devastation or to redemp-
tion. 
Based on one of America’s most notorious real-life scandals—in which 
Georgia Tann, director of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kid-
napped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the coun-
try—Lisa Wingate’s riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale 
reminds us how, even though the paths we take can lead to many plac-
es, the heart never forgets where we belong. 

Endowment –  
Great Opportunities  

Have you considered 
making a memorial 
contribution or help-
ing fund the College 

scholarship program to 
the Endowment Fund at Holy Na-
tivity Church?  

Making a contribution to 
the Endowment Fund is assisting 
with increasing the fund value. By 
increasing the fund value, this 
increases the distribution of 
funding grants for projects and 
programs at Holy Nativity. The 
Endowment Fund has done many 
great things for the church. One 
is the College Scholarship for cur-
rent members who are high 
school seniors going on to a col-
lege or trade school next year. 
Applications will arrive soon in 
their mail and email.  

Also, there are grants for the 
different ministry teams and pro-
grams at Holy Nativity. The grants 
fund projects that may need ad-
ditional funding that were not 
planned in their budget. Do you 
have a request for a project at 
Holy Nativity? Let one of 
the Endowment members know 
of your project so it can be con-
sidered for Endowment funding 
at Holy Nativity. Or email us at 
Endowment@HolyNativity.net 

Remember --- a gift to 
the Endowment Fund keeps on 

giving!  

Sincerely,  

The Endowment Committee: 
Kathy Davis, Tina Haugstad,  
Myla Meier, Bill Norberg and 
Scott Syverson 

Shout out to some of our youth who participated in 
Youth Takeover Sunday on February 14th!  Despite the 
challenges we faced due to Covid, you all generously 
shared your talents and creativity with us.   

Thanks so much to Zoe Severson, Isaac Daniels, Joshua Daniels, Charlie 
Grimes, Avery Kubly, Miles Wahlstrom, Maddie Monner, Ingrid Som-
mervold, Charlotte Sommervold, Harper Chamberlain, Tegan Chamber-
lain, Addie Grimes, Ryan Holt, Maggie Cynor and Mackenzie Ernst. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK01hdmFPaDRoQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK01hdmFPaDRoQT09


SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, 
and so much more!!  

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

MARCH FOCUS – MN FOODSHARE   Every pound of food and all cash 
donations collected from March 1 through the first week of April will 
count toward qualifying PRISM for the extra financial reward from this 
yearly drive.  Donate by dropping off directly at PRISM, at Holy Nativity, 
sending a check direct to PRISM, or online via the PRISM website.  The 
number of families suffering food insecurity remains incredibly high 
and your donations are critical to meet this need. Individual donations 
are PRISM’s single biggest source of support.   
 
SHOP FOR CHANGE – The PRISM Thrift Store has re-opened and is now 
accepting donations from the public Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm.  The 
store is open to the public and inventory changes almost daily, so check 
it out! 
  
GET INVOLVED – PRISM is in need of volunteers, especially due to 
COVID.  Volunteers are needed in all areas including the Food Shelf, 
Thrift Shop, and Front Desk.  To learn more, contact Nolan Isaacson, 
the new Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or via email – nisaac-
son@prismmpls.org.  Check out how PRISM is providing a safe experi-
ence for volunteers at www.prismmpls.org/news.  

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –  
LAND OF ICE AND SNOW II 
As we have encountered more ice and snow, I am now 
using a third leg (cane) to navigate our icy streets and 
sidewalks. As New Hope requires residents to keep sidewalks shoveled 
if the City does not plow, I have shovel danced our sidewalks along 
both Winnetka and Quebec Avenues and dug out our buried northeast 
corner fire hydrant for the safety of our community. 
 
I also have devised a new salt trap mat set –up for the Narthex en-
trance by adding two heavy rubber mats into the entryway for salt tap 
dancing and carpet mats on the inside to twist the slush and snow off. 
Fellowship Hall and the Annex floor were also given a bath and dance 
mopping.   
Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR FITNESS – 
LOG3MASK-Science Works! 

Check out the 
<LOG3MASK> on the 
internet by Clarus.  
Their ZioShield (Zinc 

ion) technology, developed by 
funding from the US Army Dept. 
of Defense kills viruses on con-
tact. It reaches over 99.9% virus 
inactivation within 10 minutes. It 
offers a high particle filtration 
efficiency blocking over 95% of 
small and large particles (250 na-
nometers to 5 microns). It was 3rd 
party tested by the U. of MN. For 
alpha coronavirus inactivation 
and dermatologist tested to be 
non-irritant and hyper-allergenic. 
The active ingredients utilized are 
recognized as safe by the US FDA. 
Its antimicrobial effectiveness has 
been maintained after over 100 
washes. Questions? Contact Tom 
Wiblishauser 

Thrivent Choice  

Have you directed all your 2020 
Thrivent Choice dollars to Holy 
Nativity? Thrivent members can 
still direct funds earned last year 
through March 31, 2021. To see 
if you have any 2020 dollars re-
maining, visit Thrivent.com/
thriventchoice online, or call 800-
847-4836 and when prompted 
say "Thrivent Choice."  

http://www.prismmpls.org/
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


3 Ways You Can 
Financially 
Support Holy 
Nativity From 
Your Home 
 

Thank you for your continued 
financial support! During this 
time of online and outdoor 
worship, there are still many 
ways you can financially support 
Holy Nativity! 
 
1.  Mail your offering (you may 
use your offering envelopes or 
mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 
3900 Winnetka Avenue North, 
New Hope, MN 55427). 
 
2.    Give online via our website 
at holynativity.net. Just click on 
“Make Donation” on the home 
page.  
 
3.   Ask the office to send you a 
Simply Giving form for automatic 
withdrawals. 
 
We know this is a difficult time 
for everyone and we appreciate 
your continued support to Holy 
Nativity. Thank you! 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

These may be a bit flexible at 
times and we suggest you call 
before just dropping in.  Please  
be patient with us. 

Linda continues to work from 
home.  Feel free to contact her 
any time at 612-270-3852. 

 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 
services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
The Centering Prayer 
group meets Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm via Zoom.  If 
you have any interest in learning 
more about Centering Prayer 
and/or joining us, please contact 
Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

MARCH MISSION 
OFFERING  
is designated to 

PRISM 
PEOPLE RESPONDING 
IN SOCIAL MINISTRY 

Part of the Minnesota Food 
Share, PRISM provides food, 

clothing, and other necessities to 
those who are in need. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 

flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please contact the church 
office to sign up. 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child 
Care Center has 
openings for chil-
dren in all classrooms (ages six 
weeks through five years).  Con-
tact Brittany at 763-591-0681. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 

~ The family of Joyce Domke up-
on her death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn        

for they will be comforted”    

~ Matthew 5:4 

Hard to believe it’s 
already time to 
SPRING AHEAD!  

Daylight Saving Time begins on 
Sunday, March 14 so be sure to 
set your clocks ahead one hour 
on Saturday, March 13.   

PASTORAL ACTS 

Committal:     2/13 
    Clarence and Joyce Domke 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


HNLC Outreach Committee  
is Alive and Well! 

Although we still can’t meet in person for worship, the Out-
reach Committee has been meeting for the past three 
months. There are only three of us:  Cindy Ernst, Nancy 
Hanson, and Connie Toavs (our Church Council rep), but 
we’re committed to continue the work of spreading God’s 
love near and far. 

The mission of our committee is to involve the congrega-
tion in extending Christian care to all those who find them-
selves in life-changing situations. We do this by hands-on 
efforts and monetary support of various organizations do-
ing similar work. 

Fulfilling this mission means we serve a wide range of peo-
ple:  within our congregation, we delivered Christmas poin-
settias and cards to our shut-ins back in December; in the 
community around us, we’ve provided meals for Tree-
House youth and staff as well as Families Moving Forward, 
funded large-scale projects with the Minneapolis Crisis 
Nursery as well as making quarterly donations to Lutheran 
Social Services, Habitat for Humanity, PRISM, and Meals on 
Wheels; for the world at large, we donate to the ELCA 
World Hunger organization. 

For 2021, we’re exploring another international cause. 
Over the past several years, HNLC member April Umana 
and her son have travelled with members of Cornerstone 
Church in Crystal to rural areas in Honduras to help with 
various mission projects. By partnering with those who 
have been there and know the situation first-hand, we’ll be 
identifying the most pressing issues for this country. Espe-
cially in light of the devastation caused by hurricanes there 
last year, we know their needs are many. Please watch for 
more information in the “Holy Post” on how we, as a con-
gregation, can best support this country and fulfill our mis-
sion.  

If you’d like to become a part of the Outreach Ministry 
Team, we meet at 7:00pm the second Tuesday of each 
month at the church or feel free to contact Connie, Cindy 
or Nancy. 

 
 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2021 

 
TIME: IN-PERSON, 9 AM--NOON; ON-LINE, 

2 PM--5PM 
COST: $25.00 

REGISTER BY: WEDNESDAY,  
FEBRUARY 17, 2021.   

It's not to late! Even though the deadline 
has passed, you can still sign-up!! 

 
OUR THEME FOR THIS YEAR'S RETREAT 

WILL BE "TINY THINGS." 

In a world full of chaos and change, it can 
be hard to stay grounded and find fulfill-
ment. It feels like we are always running 
to catch up--to the next activity, the next 
turn of the pandemic dials, the next stage 
of our children's development. In our 
time together, we will explore the "tiny 
things" we can do to slow down, find bal-
ance, and stay rooted to what is most im-
portant. 

This year's retreat will be based off of the 
book "12 Tiny Things." You will receive a 
copy of the book as part of the $25.00 
cost of the retreat! After registration clos-
es, I will order books and get them to you. 
Read what you can before we gather, but 
don't worry if you can't read anything! 
 
We won't be having a breakfast this year, 
but you are free to bring your own 
coffee/drink. Be sure to indicate on the 
registration form if you are interested in a 
socially-distant lunch. 

PRIORITIZE YOURSELF AND TAKE TIMETO 
RE-CHARGE IN THE MIDST OF THISCRAZY 

SEASON. YOU WON'T REGRET IT! 
 

TO REGISTER, CALL PASTOR ASHLEY AT 
THE CHURCH OFFICE 



Returning to In-Person Worship!!!! 

**While we know these original sign-up dates have passed, feel free to 
check and see if there are any remaining dates available to sign up for 
worship.  This is the same format we will use going forward and will an-
nounce new dates for March/April sign up soon as long as the positivity 
rates remain below 5%.** 

As Hennepin County COVID positivity rates have now dropped below 5%, 
we are excited to be moving into the first phase of our return to in-person 

worship! In order to keep everyone's health and safety a priority, as well as to make the sign-up process as 
fair and equitable as possible, here is how signing up to attend in-person worship will work: 

We are using the platform Sign-Up Genius to keep track of registrations. The link for signing up will be availa-
ble on Tuesday, February 16th AT NOON. It will be posted on the Holy Nativity website, Facebook page, and 
Twitter page. To ensure fair access, it will not be shared before then. So please check any of these places on 
Tuesday at Noon: 

Website: https://holynativity.net/ 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope 
Twitter page: https://twitter.com/HolyNativityLC 

Then, starting at Noon on Tuesday, February 16th, you will be able to sign up for 1 Sunday morning. You will 
input your information into the form, and include the number of people in your household who will be pre-
sent. 

We are limiting the sign-ups to 15 people. This way we are keeping our total numbers at no higher than 25 
(this allows for up to 10 worship leaders, musicians and tech support team members). 

If you don't have access to the internet, you may call the church office at 763-545-1647 starting at the same 
time, and we will sign you up! However, please only call if you do not have Internet access. 

On Friday, February 19th, at Noon, you may sign up for a second Sunday if slots are still available. On Tues-
day, February 23rd, you may sign up for any remaining Sundays that are still open. We will be "releasing" 4 
Sundays at a time to begin with. 

This is the process we will continue to use so long as we are in this phase of our return to worship. Please 
honor the system, and do not sign up for more than one Sunday right away. We want everyone to have the 
chance to sign up who would like to. We recognize that not everyone will wish to return in-person just yet, 
and we understand that! 

Sunday services will continue to be streamed live at 9:30am. 

If you are coming in for worship, you will be required to wear a mask at all times. You will also be required to 
maintain a 6 feet social distance between you and any members outside of your household. 

Once the Hennepin County COVID positivity rate is consistently below 3% (hopefully soon!), we will re-open 
at 25% capacity and with safety standards in place. This will also probably require a sign-up (or reservation). 
 

https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=1db36282d2&e=9cd476c3ec
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=5fa56831ab&e=9cd476c3ec
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=333b65de1b&e=9cd476c3ec


Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, February 16th, 2021 

Continued Next Page   

Virtual Meeting Called to Order by President Alan Sommervold at 7:02pm 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Council Devotions: Becky Nichols 
Secretary’s Report: Thank you notes from Meals on Wheels and Lutheran Social Services of Minnesota were 
entered into the record. M/S/Approved January 2021 minutes. 
Financial Report for the period ending January 31, 2021 was received and entered into the record. 
NOTES:   The January 2021 operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($7,000), which is ($5,400) below budget and 
($9,000) less than January 2020.  Offerings in January 2021 came in ($8,400) below budget and ($12,600) less 
than January 2020.  Expenses for January were under budget by $3,300 helping to offset the shortfall in reve-
nue a little.  Only one month into the new year, it is too early to draw significant conclusions; the year is not 
starting off as well as we would hope. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Building update Currently we are looking at a few items that remain on the capital campaign to-do list, in-
cluding the bathrooms. Getting quotes and considering our options going forward. 
CoVid update Since it is down to 3.3 percent in Hennepin County, the numbers are moving in the right direc-
tion. We are using Signup Genius for a small number of people to participate in in-person worship. Ash 
Wednesday will include a drive-through imposition of ashes with a virtual Lenten Service. As vaccinations in-
crease, people will likely be more comfortable with gathering in person again.  We will continue to pay atten-
tion to Minnesota and federal and CDC guidelines. 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice Book study and adult education is focusing on this issue. 
Streaming Management Update Streaming looks good on Sundays. Management of long term coverage is 
still being developed. WAM will be involved going forward. 
Report on Winter Congregational Meeting 90 ballots were returned resulting in a unanimous approval of the 
2021 budget. The process was well received by the congregation. 
 



Council Minutes Continued  

NEW BUSINESS 
2021 Budget In response to the vote of the council in January, a structure for staff bonuses in lieu of salary 
increases in 2021 was developed by the Personnel Ministry Team and shared with the council. Bonuses are 
around 3 percent of salary. 
Holy Nativity organ The present organ is over 100 years old and will need to be repaired or replaced at some 
time in the future.  WAM is aware of the limitations and lifespan of this organ; whatever happens it will be a 
costly item. Further discussion was tabled until a later date. 
Synod Assembly representation M/S/Approved Alice Loddigs and Tina Haugstad as voting members to the 
2021 Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly, to be held online April 23-24; and to grant authority to the pastors 
to approve a third voting member. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORTS 
Pastor Jason Report to Council, February 2021 
The weekly COVID-19 test positivity rate for Hennepin County is down to 3.3%, so we have opened up sign-
ups for up to 15 people to participate in worship in-person starting Sunday, February 21.  If the current trend 
continues and the rate falls below 3%, we will make plans for allowing up to 25% capacity in-person. 
The Child Care Center has not had any more COVID outbreaks and continues to operate normally.  They are 
doing fine financially. 
Adult education continues to focus on racial injustice.  Our book club had some really good discussion over 
the past four weeks.  Sunday forums have also led to good discussion. 
We are livestreaming Ash Wednesday worship tomorrow at 7pm.  We are offering drive-thru imposition of 
ashes that day from noon-1pm and 5-6pm.   
Our Wednesday Lenten series this year is “Faith and the Movies.”  Each week, we’ll be focusing on a popular 
movie and looking at faith themes within.  These services will use Holden Evening Prayer as well.  They will be 
pre-recorded and broadcast at 7pm on Wednesdays. 
Synod Assembly is April 23-24, online.  Since we didn’t do a normal congregational meeting, we haven’t elect-
ed voting members.  We can have three lay voting members and the council can appoint them.  I can put an 
announcement in the Tidings asking for volunteers.  If you are interested, let me know. 
 
Pastor Ashley Report to Council, February 2021 
The women’s retreat date has been set! I am offering an in-person session and an on-line session, both on 
March 13. 
Youth Sunday was a huge success!! Thank you to Wendy and Kristen and all the youth who participated. We 
have such talented, thoughtful youth here!! 
Lenten mentoring begins soon, with all 9th grade students and mentors paired up! I’m excited for them to get 
to know each other! 
I continue to post weekly video devotions. 
We’re excited about our Lenten theme: Faith and the Movies! Watch a movie each week (or not) and be on 
the lookout for faith themes. A list of the movies to be discussed is out in the bulletin and on-line. 
I continue to be open to thoughts on ways we can come alongside our people virtually and in-person. If you 
have ideas or suggestions, please let me know! I am also available for phone or zoom or in-person (by ap-
pointment) pastoral care. If you or someone you talk to needs some extra support, please let me know! 
 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Jason 
Adjournment. M/S/approved to adjourn at 8:04pm 
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Senior Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
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Kari Johnson Choristers Director 
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Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
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Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
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Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 
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Returning to In-Person Worship!!!  


