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PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 28    
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7:00PM WORSHIP 
 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4   

9:30AM WORSHIP WITH COMMUNION 
 

All services are online and limited in person 

Christ is Risen! (He is Risen In-
deed!) Hallelujah!  

As I write this, Easter feels a long 
way off. It’s snowing outside my 
window—the first snow in forev-
er, it seems, interrupting our first 
tastes of spring. Blossoms and 
shoots are no where to be found. 
And I continue to wait, like many 
of you, for my vaccine, for an end 
to social distancing, for masks to 
come off and hugs to be given 
freely. So no—it doesn’t feel like 
Easter. It feels like we are on the 
brink of Easter—the brink of new 
life, the brink of something new, 
the brink of a change, of a trans-
formation—but we aren’t there 
yet.  

I imagine that is how Mary felt, 
when she showed up, early that 
morning, to attend to Jesus’ 
body. I imagine that is how Mary 

felt, when she walked towards 
the tomb and found the stone 
rolled away. I imagine that is 
how Mary felt when she noticed 
Jesus’ body was missing.  

I’m sure she felt panic and grief 
and loss—the overwhelming sad-
ness at all the past few days had 
wrought. We get a sense of this 
in Scripture.  

But did she also feel anticipa-
tion? Expectation? Excitement? 
Hope? She would have heard 
Jesus say, over and over, that he 
must suffer and die and rise 
again. Did the thought cross her 
mind, as she stared at the empty 
slab in the empty tomb? Did she 
dare to think: “Is this it? Is it hap-
pening? Is change coming? Is 
new life coming?”  

It’s hard to be on the brink of 
something. It’s hard to be in that 
in-between time. You know what 

is coming, or at least you hope 
for certain things, but you aren’t 
there yet. You have to be patient. 
You have to wait. You have to do 
what you can, where you can, 
until your new reality is ushered 
in.  

For Mary, this in-between time 
didn’t last long. A few hours, 
tops. Her sense of “Oh my good-
ness, could what Jesus said really 
be happening? No, it can’t be 
happening!” lasted for as long as 
it took her to run and find the 
disciples, lead them back to the 
tomb, ask the angels standing by 
what was going on, and then ask 
the man she thought was the gar-
dener what he had done with Je-
sus. Of course, the gardener soon 
reveals that he isn’t actually a 
gardener at all, but is Jesus—the 
one she has been looking for all 
along.  

Continued Next Page   



Pastor’s Article continued: Youth and High School forums 
will take place via Zoom on the 
1st and 3rd Sundays of the 
month.   
PLEASE NOTE THERE 
WILL BE NO YOUTH OR 
HIGH SCHOOL FORUMS 
ON EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4 
 
Confirmation aged youth will 
meet from 10:30-11:30am.  
 
High Schoolers will meet from 
7:00-8:00pm. 
 
Please contact Wendy Grimes if 
you have any questions.  
 

Adult forums will 
take place online via 
Google Meet from 
10:30am-11:30am the 1st and 
3rd Sundays each month.  Here is 
the April schedule and info. 

April 4:  EASTER..NO FORUM 

April 18:  The Divine Flow and 
Resurrection with Richard Rohr 
video and discussion  

Link: 
https://meet.google.com/ebn-
vzej-szw 

If the link doesn’t work, manually 
enter the code.  That should 
work. 

Bible Study 
The Tuesday morning in-person Bible Study will resume 
in May.  
Our Thursday online Bible Study from noon-1pm will continue.  We 
meet over Zoom and are studying the book of Isaiah together.  Feel 
free to eat your lunch while we meet.  No preparation is required, so 
please join us!  The Zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK0
1hdmFPaDRoQT09.  Calling in is also an option. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday School videos 
are posted regularly. 
Join the Sunday 
School teachers for a story and 
short lesson through 5 – 10 mi-
nute videos.  

CONFIRMATION CLASSES RETURN! 
Confirmation resumes after our Lenten break, beginning with our  
hybrid option. You can come in person or on-line on Wednesday, April 
7th from 7:00-8:00pm.  
April 7       Large Group, Hybrid, 7:00-8:00pm 
April 14     Parent Night, Online, 7:00-8:00pm 
April 21     Small Group, Online, 7:00-8:00pm 
April 28     Large Group, Hybrid, 7:00-8:00pm 
May 5       Outdoor End-Of-Year Celebration, In Person, 7:00-8:00pm

Her in-between time, her brink, 
doesn’t last long. Ours, some-
times, last much longer. We wait 
for a new job or for the call that 
our cancer is in remission or for a 
much-needed time of rest and 
renewal or for an end to this 
global pandemic. We hope for it, 
we wish it, we can almost feel 
it—and yet it isn’t here yet.  

Be patient, beloveds. Be patient. 
A new reality is coming soon. 
Transformation and change are 
coming soon. New life is coming 
soon.  

Soon, your moment on the brink 
will be over. You will no longer 
wonder, “Could it be?” For you 
will hear Jesus calling your name, 
assuring you that yes, yes, yes it 
is.  

Faithfully,  

Pastor Ashley   

 

FLOCKING FUN “MAY” BE 
DONE?!?! 

https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw
https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK01hdmFPaDRoQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK01hdmFPaDRoQT09


Book Look UPCOMING PARISH LIFE 
EVENTS FOR ALL 

Now that the weath-
er is getting nicer 
and people are more 
comfortable getting 
out and being together...social 
distancing, of course...the Parish 
Life team has put together a list 
of SUMMER FUN-FOR-ALL 
EVENTS!  

Exact dates are still in the works, 
so watch for details and we hope 
to see you there! 

Drive-in Movies: We are planning 
to have a movie in June, July and 
August.  These will play on a Fri-
day night.  We would love your 
movie suggestions! 

Game Days: Beginning in May 
(probably Thursday, May 20 or 
Friday, May 21) we will have the 
first of our outdoor game days. 
BINGO will be played! June, July 
and August will showcase Trivia, 
Pictionary and who knows what 
else! 

Baseball: St. Paul Saints game is 
possible in August or September.  

We are open to all other sugges-
tions.  Please contact Marisa 
Lerum, Linda Lien, Deb Campion, 
Mary Lazerine, Ted Davis or Brian 
Eklund. 

 Alice Hoffman, a prolific writer, has written a story from 
a request of a woman she met who said, “Please tell my 
story so we don’t forget”. She normally doesn’t  write 
true stories, but was intrigued. After much research, the 
incident became a book, The World That We Knew. 
 

In Berlin, in 1941, during humanity’s darkest hour, three unforgettable 
young women must act with courage and love to survive. 
At the time when the world changed, Hanni Kohn knows she must send 
her twelve-year-old daughter away to save her from the Nazi regime. 
She finds her way to a renowned rabbi, but it’s his daughter, Ettie, who 
offers hope of salvation when she creates a mystical Jewish creature, a 
rare and unusual golem, who is sworn to protect Hanni’s daughter, Lea. 
Once Ava is brought to life, she and Lea and Ettie become eternally en-
twined, their paths fated to cross, their fortunes linked. 
 

Lea and Ava travel from Paris, where Lea meets her soul mate, to a 
convent in eastern France known for its silver roses, to a school in the 
mountaintop village where three thousand Jews were saved. Mean-
while, Ettie is in hiding, waiting to become the fighter she’s always 
known she’s destined to be. 
 

What does it mean to lose your mother? How much can one person 
sacrifice for love? In a world where evil can be found at every turn, we 
meet remarkable characters that take us on a stunning journey of loss 
and resistance, the fantastical and the mortal, in a place where all 
roads lead past the Angel of Death and love is never-ending. 

SENIOR FITNESS-BEST EXERCISES 

Seniors should try to 
remain as active as 
possible without over-
exerting themselves 
to maintain their inde-

pendence. Exercise improves bal-
ance, reduces the risk of falling 
and improves brain function. 
Here are a few of the best exer-
cises for seniors: water aerobics, 
stationary bicycling, chair yoga, 
resistant bands, Pilates, walking, 
stair climbing, squat to chair and 
light dumbbell strength training. 
Questions? Contact Tom 
Wiblishauser 

CUSTODIAN SPRING 
STAIN REMOVAL! 
Back by popular request, I 
am offering all interested 
members the H2O spray solution to 
remove all types of stains from car-
pet or upholstery as I had offered 
four years ago in March 2017. Back 
then I discovered a way to remove 
coffee stains from our carpet. Just 
leave an empty spray bottle with 
your name on it in the Ushers clos-
et. I will fill the bottle with H2O Or-
ange – an environment friendly 
cleaning solution with a hydrogen 
peroxide base. Spray the solution 
on the affected area quite heavily, 
let it soak for 10 minutes, then twist 
or kick a white cotton rag into the 
stained area for 3 minutes until the 
stain is absorbed into the rag.  
Tom Wiblishauser 



SERVING OUR COMMUNITY FOR OVER 45 YEARS - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, 
and so much more!!  

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

MARCH FOCUS – MN FOODSHARE -  This event continues until April 
11. PRISM’s goal is to collect 350,000 dollars and pounds of food (1 
pound of food = $!). Every pound of food and all cash donations collect-
ed will count toward qualifying PRISM for the extra financial reward 
from this yearly drive, sponsored by GMCC (Greater Minneapolis Com-
munity Connection).  Donate by dropping off directly at PRISM, at Holy 
Nativity, sending a check direct to PRISM, or online via the PRISM web-
site.  The number of families suffering food insecurity remains incredi-
bly high and your donations are critical to meet this need. Individual 
donations are PRISM’s single biggest source of support.  PRISM is open 
for donation drop-offs Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm.   
 
PRISM HOMELESSNESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM – PRISM has recently 
received a $1 Million grant from Hennepin County to continue its work 
with rent, utility assistance and eviction prevention.  The need has al-
ways been there and has increased dramatically during the pandemic.  
PRISM’s caseworkers work with renters and landlords – anyone experi-
encing housing insecurity can call this number:   
PRISM HOUSING ASSISTANCE HOTLINE:  763-432-4217. 
 
IT’S COMING!  TASTE OF THE ‘BURBS GALA – Thursday, May 13, at 
6:30 pm.  This will be a virtual event like last year, with lots of exciting 
opportunities for you to support PRISM’s programs.  More details to 
follow. 
 
SHOP FOR CHANGE – The PRISM Thrift Store has re-opened and is now 
accepting donations from the public Monday-Friday, 10am-4pm.  The 
store is open to the public and inventory changes almost daily, so 
check it out! 
  
GET INVOLVED – PRISM is in need of volunteers, especially due to 
COVID.  Volunteers are needed in all areas including the Food Shelf, 
Thrift Shop, and Front Desk. To learn more, contact Nolan Isaacson, the 
new Volunteer Manager via email – nisaacson@prismmpls.org or at 
763-432-4230. Check out how PRISM is providing a safe experience for 
volunteers at www.prismmpls.org/news.  

GARDENERS NEEDED 
There are two opportunities to 
share and use your skills and love 
of gardening: 
1.  Columbarium care—includes 
spring and fall cleanup, watering, 
weeding, fertilizing and trimming 
on a regular schedule of area sur-
rounding Columbarium.  Keep 
planter filled with flowers appro-
priate for each season. The pur-
pose is to have the area an in-
viting place for families to visit 
cremains of loved ones, as well as 
church members to enjoy the qui-
et and serene beauty.  Work from 
Easter through Christmas.  
3 – 5 people needed. 
 
2. Front door/parking lot entry 
pots-—3 pots need seasonal dec-
orating, watering and upkeep on 
a regular schedule (primarily dur-
ing the growing season.) Work 
from Easter through Christmas.  
3-5 people needed. 
 
Please contact Karen Gaasland at 
763-360-8446 for more infor-
mation. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
The Youth Committee is looking 
for additional members.  Sign up 
on Facebook at Holy Nativity 
Youth Committee, or contact 
Wendy Grimes. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
Please consider joining the Parish 
Life Committee!  We plan events 
and outings all year long.  If you 
are unable to commit to the actu-
al committee, please share your 
ideas of events you'd like to see 
happen. Contact Marisa Lerum or 
Linda Lien. 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


3 Ways You Can 
Financially 
Support Holy 
Nativity From 
Your Home 
 

Thank you for your continued 
financial support! During this 
time of online and outdoor 
worship, there are still many 
ways you can financially support 
Holy Nativity! 
 
1.  Mail your offering (you may 
use your offering envelopes or 
mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 
3900 Winnetka Avenue North, 
New Hope, MN 55427). 
 
2.    Give online via our website 
at holynativity.net. Just click on 
“Make Donation” on the home 
page.  
 
3.   Ask the office to send you a 
Simply Giving form for automatic 
withdrawals. 
 
We know this is a difficult time 
for everyone and we appreciate 
your continued support to Holy 
Nativity. Thank you! 

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

These may be a bit flexible at 
times and we suggest you call 
before just dropping in.  Please  
be patient with us. 

Linda continues to work from 
home.  Feel free to contact her 
any time at 612-270-3852. 

 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 
services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
The Centering Prayer 
group meets Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm via Zoom.  If 
you have any interest in learning 
more about Centering Prayer 
and/or joining us, please contact 
Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

APRIL MISSION 
OFFERING  
is designated to 

LUTHERAN SOCIAL 
SERVICES 

LSS helps Minnesotans by 
providing a wide range of human 

support services related to the 
basic necessities of life such as 

food and shelter, physical health 
and safety, and emotional and 

spiritual well being. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 

flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please contact the church 
office to sign up. 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child Care 
Center has open-
ings for children in 
all classrooms (ages six weeks 
through five years).  Contact 
Brittany at 763-591-0681. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 

~ The family of Gary Peterson  
upon his death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn        

for they will be comforted”    

~ Matthew 5:4 

PASTORAL ACTS 

Baptism:     3/28 
    Harper Lynn Reyes 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Would you like to  have your business (or the business you 
work for) advertised in the Tidings?  Contact the church 
office for information.  We would love to see your business 
card in the newsletter each month.  

Last month, we had a 
very lovely women’s 
retreat—our 
6th annual one at Holy 

Nativity! 19 women came to-
gether to learn and grow, share 
in fellowship and worship, and 
think about tiny things they can 
incorporate into their lives to 
discover more peace and whole-
ness. It was a lovely morning 
made even lovelier by the lunch-
eon provided by Deb Mickelson 
and Pat Manning. Many thanks 
for feeding us! Please plan to join 
us next year, for our 7th annual 
retreat!!  

Easter Worship Information!  

Easter worship will be on Sunday, April 4th at 9:30am. Because COVID-positive cases have 
decreased below/around 3.0% in Hennepin County, and more people are receiving their im-
munizations, we are opening worship from 25 people to 25% capacity beginning on Easter. 
As a result, 75 people will be able to sign up. (There will also be approximately 10 worship 
leaders so the total will be around 85.) Here are some details: 

You can sign up for Easter in-person worship beginning on TUESDAY, MARCH 23rd at 12:00 NOON. All 75 
spots will be open until filled. The link will be the same as before: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050b48afad2ca3f49-inperson. If you don’t have Internet access, you may call the church office at 763-
545-1647 starting at the same time, and we will sign you up. 

Masks and social distancing will be required. There will be singing during worship, and options for partici-
pating in communion.  

Each Tuesday at 12:00 NOON we will open another Sunday for signing up. We will follow the COVID positivity 
rate for Hennepin county and adjust as needed.    

Sunday services will continue to be streamed live at 9:30am. 

We have been enjoying having people worship in-person again and look forward to seeing even more of you 
again soon! 

Returning to In-Person Worship!!!! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2ca3f49-inperson
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2ca3f49-inperson




Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, March 16, 2021 

Continued Next Page   

Virtual Meeting Called to Order by President Alan Sommervold at 7:06pm 
Opening Prayer. Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Alice Loddigs 
Secretary’s Report:  M/S/Approved February 2021 minutes. 
Financial Report for the period ending February 28, 2021 was received and entered into the record. 
NOTES: The February 2021 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($6,900), which is ($5,300) below budget 
and ($2,000) less than the February 2020 YTD surplus/(deficit); however, it should be noted the Word of Life 
rent for February didn't get accounted for, so it will show up in March; this would have reduced the February 
YTD (deficit) to ($4,900) and ($3,300) below budget. 
Offerings in February 2021 came in right on budget; however, we are still ($8,400) below the YTD offerings 
budget and ($6,100) below the February 2020 YTD offerings. 
Expenses for February were under budget by $2,500 and are $5,800 under budget YTD.  
It is still a little too early to draw any significant conclusions, but it was nice to see things turn around a little 
in February. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Covid update  
Policy currently states that we would open at 25% for in-person worship when infection rate reaches 3.0 or 
below. The numbers have dipped below 3 but are back up again at 3.1. We were all hoping to have in-
person worship for Easter this year; and now we are right on the tipping point. Council members were in 
favor of opening the door, giving people the opportunity to make their own choice whether to attend wor-
ship. M/S/Approved to begin in-person worship at 25% capacity beginning Easter 2021 as long as test posi-
tivity rate is 4% or below. 

Congregational Response to Racial injustice 
Continue to encourage participation in Adult Education around this topic.  Good discussion is taking place. 

Streaming Management update 
It was reported that things are moving forward; progress is being made. More detailed proposals are forth-
coming. 



Council Minutes Continued  

Synod Assembly Representation 
Along with the pastors, Tina Haugstad, Alice Loddigs, Greg Eklund. Alan Sommervold [alternate]. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Council Elections are held at the May congregational meeting 
Mark Chamberlain, Joe Gartner are eligible for a second term; Alice Loddigs, Tina Haugstad have both served 
two terms. 
Joe is making himself available for election. Jason Wahlstrom will call a meeting of the nominating com-
mittee to include Mark, Alice, Tina and Lori Cowman to identify three candidates. 

PASTOR’S REPORTS 
Pastor Jason Report to Council, March 2021 
The weekly COVID-19 test positivity rate for Hennepin County is 3.1%.  However, the two weeks prior were 

2.7% and 2.9%.  Thus, I would like to look at this Thursday’s numbers to determine whether we open up to 
25%.  I’m hopeful it will drop below 3% again, but if not (and it’s close), do we consider still opening up? 

The Child Care Center has not had any more COVID outbreaks and continues to operate normally.  They are 
doing fine financially. 

Adult education continues to focus on racial injustice.  We’ve had some very good discussions. 
I’m scheduled to receive my first COVID vaccination this Thursday!  I qualify because I am an essential care-

giver for my parents. 
I propose we sponsor PRISM’s “Taste of the Burbs” fundraising event (online this year) at the Bronze level of 

$1,000 with funds used from Estate Gifts-Benevolence.  Motion by Pastor Jason, seconded Marisa Lerum; 
carried. 

Sunday, April 11th is Lutheran Campus Ministry Sunday.  We will be welcoming a student from campus minis-
try at the University of Minnesota to preach for us that Sunday. 

The Wildfire congregations are preparing to apply to be part of a new synod program.  The Minneapolis Area 
Synod’s Thriving Congregation program will focus on congregational cohorts learning and working together 
to identify faith practices and neighboring practices that deepen the spiritual life of the congregation 
through more significant engagement with the surrounding community, places where God’s presence pre-
cedes our engagement.  This would be done in conjunction with our shared community organizer.  If we are 
accepted, the program would begin in September. 
 

Pastor Ashley Report to Council, March 2021 
The women’s retreat was wonderful! There were 19 women there, all socially distanced and masked. It was 

wonderful to be together for the morning—you could tell that people really needed time of connection and 
learning!  

We have a few youth fundraisers coming up: the silent auction is happening ONLINE through Sunday, March 
28. Plan to “attend” and get some super sweet stuff while supporting the youth! We are also bringing the 
Flamingo fundraiser back! More info coming soon. 

Lenten mentoring is happening, with 10 students and their mentors meeting weekly either on-line or in per-
son.  

We have 22 students signed up for the summer Boundary Waters trip and planning continues to move for-
ward. 

I’m thinking about our spring Confirmation service and talking with 9th grade families about how we’d like to 
proceed. I’m guessing it will happen as scheduled, in May, in an exclusive service for the confirmands and 
their families, but will keep you posted. 

Finally, I am working from home next week, March 22-26. I’m taking advantage of our pre-recorded Wednes-
day worship and the flexibility of Covid—something that won’t last forever! I will be accessible via email 
and my cell phone, per usual. 

Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Adjournment M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:12pm. 
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Returning to In-Person Worship!!!  


