LARGE PRINT

Fifth Sunday
of Easter
John 15: 1-8
On the night of the arrest,
Jesus taught his disciples
about the relationship they
would have with him. Those
who abide in his word and
love bear fruit, for apart from
him, they can do nothing.

M a y 2 , 2 0 2 1
9 : 3 0 a.m.
HOLY NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Hope, Minnesota
www.holynativity.net

Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity!
Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~
New Hope, MN 55427
Phone 763-545-1647 www.holynativity.net
Email: office@holynativity.net

Our Mission & Ministry: “Grounded in Christ’s love,
Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming community dedicated to
helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.”
Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am on Facebook “LIVE”
at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope!
And sign up for limited in-person slots at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2ca3f49-inperson.
Staff Members:
Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor
Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor
Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship
Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator
Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director
Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator
& Funeral Coordinator
Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate
Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up
Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator
Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator
Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator
Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day Childcare Center (hncccc.org)
Worship “Stream” Team:
Mark Chamberlain, Andrew Kubly, Chris Daniels,
Greg Eklund, Brian Hanson, Mark Eggert
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ORDER

FOR

WORSHIP

Quote: “Not only are grapes wonderful for eating, juicing, and
winemaking, but they are also a beautiful ornamental plant. They are
vigorous growers, and with the proper pruning, they will produce
fruit with ease within a few years and last for 30 years or more!” –
The Old Farmer’s Almanac
WE PREPARE FOR WORSHIP
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray,
and reflect on why we are here.
GATHERING MUSIC
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee” &
“Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart”
Denise Prosek, piano & Lisa Baker, organ
WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS
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arr. Albin C. Whitworth

CALL TO WORSHIP

Red Folder Pg. 37
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INVOCATION
P: We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people,
turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of
your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(silence is kept for reflection)
P: Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
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WE PRAISE
GATHERING HYMN
“We Know That Christ Is Raised”
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GOD
Hymnal #449

GREETING & KYRIE
Red Folder Pg. 40
Pastor: May the love of God, the grace of Jesus and the presence of
the Holy Spirit be with you always…
ALL: …and also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory to God”
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Red Folder Pg. 41

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) O God, you give us your Son as
the vine apart from whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his
resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love and know the
fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.
ANTHEM
“Do Lord”
Denise Prosek, piano

American Spiritual/Arr. Unknown

GOD’S WORD IS READ
AND PROCLAIMED
FIRST READING
Acts 8:26-40
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is
returning to his African home after having been to Jerusalem to
worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him.
Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip.
26
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a
wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his chariot,
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he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip,
“Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what
you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides
me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the
passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: “Like a sheep
he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth. 33In his humiliation justice was denied
him. Who can describe his generation? For his life is taken away
from the earth.” 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask
you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about someone
else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture,
he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were
going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said,
“Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being
baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them,
Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his
way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was
passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the
towns until he came to Caesarea.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
SECOND READING
1 John 4:7-21
We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say
we love God, whom we have not seen, while hating fellow Christians,
whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love
towards others because the essence of God is love.
7
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does
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not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was
revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world
so that we might live through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice
for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to
love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another,
God lives in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13By this we know
that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his
Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his
Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who confess
that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we have
known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.
17
Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this
world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for
those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen,
cannot love God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we
have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers
and sisters also.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…
Congregation: Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL VERSE
“Alleluia ”

Red Folder Pg. 42

GOSPEL READING
John 15: 1-8
Pastor: The holy gospel according to John…
Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.
1
”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes
every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been
cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it
abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the
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vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear
much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide
in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear
much fruit and become my disciples.”
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…
Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
“The Art of Growing Grapes”

Rev. Ashley Updegraff

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.)
WE RESPOND
APOSTLES’ CREED
Hymnal Pg. 105
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (After each prayer petition…
P: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)
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THE PEACE P: The peace of the Lord be with you always…
C: And also with you.
OFFERING
(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online –
go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.”
Thank you!)
OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“Let the Vineyards”

Red Folder Pg. 45
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Red Folder Pg. 46

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen
DISTRIBUTION
You are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying,
“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed
for you,” as you distribute the bread and wine. (You may use any
bread or crackers, and wine or juice you have at home!)
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LAMB OF GOD

Red Folder Pg. 47
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN
“Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life”

Hymnal #816

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER
Red Folder Pg. 49
BENEDICTION
P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us,
and the presence of God watch over and protect us. For wherever
we are, our God is also there. We close as we began, in the name
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
C:
Amen
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MISSION HYMN
“Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”
(verses 1, 3, & 5)

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
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Hymnal #389

SENDING MUSIC
“It Is Well with My Soul”
arr. Albin C. Whitworth
Denise Prosek, piano & Lisa Baker, organ
WEEKLY INFORMATION
Sunday, May 2
Thursday, May 6
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
9:30am Worship with Communion
12:00pm Bible Study (online)
(online and limited in-person)
10:30am Sunday Forum (online)
10:30am Youth Forum (online)
1:00pm Word of Life Worship
6:00pm Word of Life Youth
7:00pm Word of Life Worship
7:00pm High School Forum (online)
Monday, May 3
Friday, May 7
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm
10:00am Bible Study (in person)
5:30pm – 6:30pm Centering Prayer
7:00pm Word of Life Choir
(on Zoom)
7:00pm Ensemble
Tuesday, May 4
Saturday, May 8
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
2:30pm Staff Meeting (on Zoom)
7:00pm Treble Tones
Wednesday, May 5
Sunday, May 9 Sixth Sunday of
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
Easter & Mother’s Day
11:15am HNCCCC Chapel
9:30am Worship (Online)
1:00pm Word of Life Worship
7:00pm Confirmation Celebration (in 6:00pm Word of Life Youth
person)
PRISM is accepting donations Monday to Friday from 10:00am – 4:00pm.
May’s Mission Offering is designated to Home Free, an organization which
provides a safe haven for women and children who are fleeing from domestic
violence.
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TODAY…
Today’s “Temple Talk” by Lisa Fernelius highlights the dire need for clean
water in Honduras where last year two large hurricanes washed out most of
their water systems. The Outreach Committee is collecting money to purchase
water filtration kits, which can provide a household up to 10 years of clean
water. Each one costs $35, which includes the kit (purchased here) + bucket
(purchased in Honduras). You can donate directly to Holy Nativity by check
(write Honduras in the Memo line) OR credit card on the Holy Nativity
website under the "Give Now" button. Specify “Honduras” in the Mission
Support area.
-We’re also running a promotion for Mother’s Day (5/9). Purchase one (or
more) kits in honor of anyone who has been a “mother” to you, and we’ll
provide a lovely certificate and small gift. Please contact Denise Prosek (763498-1350) or by email (deniseprosek@msn.com) to participate. We’ll have
the gifts available for pick-up this week during office hours AND on Sunday
May 9th from 8:30 – 11:00am. If you need a different pick-up date, please let
Denise know. Help us reach our goal of 200 kits to be delivered to Yoro,
Honduras in June!
Education Hour is at 10:30am:
• Sunday School video lessons are being posted weekly on YouTube
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mv4IANtS9Rs.
• Sunday Forum - Topic is “Reclamation of Joy” video and discussion
with Jose Humphries, led by Pastor Jason. The Google Meet link is
https://meet.google.com/ebn-vzej-szw. Starts at 10:30am (or shortly
after 9:30am worship).
• Youth Forum is online. Here is the Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88430539532?pwd=Um1HK3ZrRTc1YzhsT
3E0aHU0RTFkZz09.
• Today’s High School forum is at 7:00pm today. Here is the link for 10th
– 12th graders:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87065523270?pwd=NCtPN3JneVlVVmx5am
tOU0FWaTRaZz09.
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UPCOMING EVENTS…
The sign up for in-person worship each Sunday opens the Tuesday before
at Noon. Due to current COVID rates in Hennepin county, we are currently
open to 15 people (plus worship leaders). Sign up starting Tuesdays at Noon
here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2ca3f49-inperson.
Online Bible Study continues! Join us for our online Bible Study on
Thursdays from noon-1pm led by Pastor Jason. We meet over Zoom and are
studying the book of Isaiah together. Feel free to eat your lunch while we
meet. No preparation is required, so please join us! The Online Bible Study
Zoom link is:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83344434256?pwd=ZkRyT3ZrM0I3TTUyK01hd
mFPaDRoQT09.
Calling in is also an option. Contact Pastor Jason for more information.
Tuesday In-Person Bible Study will resume May 4th at 10:00am at the
church. We will continue our study of the book of Acts.
Mayfair Outdoor Celebration! Please join us in celebrating another year of
education at Holy Nativity. We will be gathering in the parking lot of the
church on Sunday, May 16th from 10:45am - noon. We will have crafts, games
and opportunities to donate to current fundraisers. Please look for more
information via email in the coming weeks. We hope to see you there.
Our 9th grade confirmation students will be confirmed on Sunday, June
6th, in an outdoor service. Stay tuned to see and hear more about this
celebratory day!
Gardeners needed! There are two opportunities at Holy Nativity to share and
use your skills and love of gardening:
1. Columbarium care- includes spring and fall cleanup, watering, weeding
fertilizing and trimming on a regular schedule of area surrounding
columbarium. Keep planter filled with flowers appropriate for each season.
The purpose is to have the area an inviting place for families to visit cremains
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of loved ones, as well as, church members to enjoy the quiet and serene
beauty. Work from Easter through Christmas. 3 – 5 people needed.
2. Front door/parking lot entry pots- 3 pots need seasonal decorating,
watering and upkeep on a regular schedule (primarily during the growing
season). Work from Easter through Christmas. 3-5 people needed.
Please contact Karen Gaasland at 763-360-8446 for more information.
Stay in touch – If you are not on our email list, email us at
office@holynativity.net to be added and receive updates and links. (On our
list but not getting them? Check your spam folder or let us know!) Also,
“like” us on our Facebook page, and join our Facebook group here.
We post information on our website here: http://holynativity.net/.
Thank you for your continued financial support! During this time of online
worship, there are still many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity!
1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail
checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope,
MN 55427).
2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net
and click on “Make Donation.”
3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic
withdrawals.
Cantor: Cresta Hubert
Scripture Reader: Nora Leverson
People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:
Geri Lingen, Michelle Hanson, Mary Johnson,
Joyce Traczyk, family of John Lingen
If you have a prayer request or update,
or wish to be added to our prayer group,
please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net.

24

