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The Pastors Word 

A few Sundays ago, I preached 
about the importance and power 
of testimony. I defined testimony 
as “a story, rooted in your own 
experience, that bears witness 
to, or provides proof of, convic-
tion or truth.” Testimony is your 
story—your story that highlights 
your own experience of how God 
has been at work in your life. Of 
how your life has been changed 
by the grace and love of Jesus.  

I think it’s hard for us to share 
our testimonies. We are really 
good at telling our stories—but 
we get uncomfortable when we 
think about adding in the God 
stuff. When we think about in-
cluding the Jesus stuff it’s easy 
for us to say “When I was a kid I 
went on this mission trip, which 
was awesome because I got to 
help people and that felt really 
good.” It’s harder to say “When I 
was a kid I went on this mission 
trip, which was awesome be-
cause I got to help people but I 
also grew closer to God and real-
ized that God’s desire for me is to 
live a life of service and love.” But 
adding that God part—it changes 
the story. No longer is your story 
just a story, it’s a testimony. It’s a 
way of sharing your faith.  

We live in a time and place 
where people no longer seek out 
faith communities like they once 

https://www.pewforum.org/2021/01/14/measuring-religion-in-pew-research-centers-american-trends-panel/ 

did. More and more people are 
identifying as “nones,” those 
who have no religious affiliation, 
and fewer and fewer people are 
attending religious service. A dec-
ade ago, 77% of American adults 
considered themselves Chris-
tians, and 17% considered them-
selves “nones.” Now, those num-
bers are 63% and 28% compara-
tively. That’s roughly a 10% de-
crease/increase—or about 1% 
per year. Worship service attend-
ance tracks in a similar way. A 
decade ago, 47% of American 
adults said they attended wor-
ship services “a few times or less 
per year,” and in 2020, 55% 
agree to that statement.   

While these statistics shouldn’t 
scare you, they should indicate 
that a change in approach is nec-
essary. It’s becoming less and 
less likely that we can sit around 
and wait for visitors to pour into 
our worship services. It’s becom-
ing less and less likely that we 
can count on tradition or habit to 
incite people to invest in faith. A 
new approach is necessary, and 
while I don’t confess to have the 
answers—I think the new ap-
proach has to include story. It 
has to include testimony. It has 
to include relationships, in which 
these stories can be told.  

The way forward, in my opinion, 
depends on us telling our stories 
of faith to the people we are in 

relationship with. In our circles of 
influence. In our families and in 
casual conversation at work and 
among friends. The way forward, 
in my opinion, is an echo of the 
way past—waaaaaaay past. In 
the book of Acts, time and time 
again, the disciples share their 
testimony. They share their wit-
ness of the life and ministry of 
Jesus. They share what they ex-
perienced and what they know, 
from that experience, to be true. 
This is how the early church 
forms and grows. And grows and 
grows. Through the telling of sto-
ry, the telling of testimony.  

Since this kind of storytelling 
doesn’t come by us naturally, it’s 
important to practice. How? I’ll 
tell you! Carve out 15 minutes 
when you get a chance. Sit down, 
and write down 5 different “key 
moments” in your life. Write a 
little story, (just a paragraph!) for 
each moment. Then, reflect on 
how you saw God, or experi-
enced Jesus, in that moment. 
And add just one or two sentenc-
es to your paragraph, giving voice 
to God’s activity and presence in 
your life. Done! Easy peasy!  

God’s got you, and you’ve got 
this. Have fun writing—and tell-
ing—your stories of faith. They 
are the way forward.  

Peace, Pastor Ashley  



CONFIRMATION! 
Our 9th grade confirmation students will be confirmed at 
11:00am on Sunday, June 6, in an outdoor service.  
Congratulations to: 
Jackson Berg  Mia Korstad 
Maggie Cygnor A Avery Kubly 
Mackenzie Ernst Lauren Massop 
Carter Ferris  Naima Marchado 
Ava Heffernan  Marin Scherber 

Coffee and Conversation 
with Pastor Ashley is Back!  

The 2021 iteration of 
Coffee and Conversa-
tion is slightly differ-
ent from last summer’s!  Because 
more and more of us are vac-
cinated, and because there are 
still restrictions in place for group 
size in restaurants/coffee shops, 
Coffee and Conversation will take 
place in the church parking lot, 
but will not be limited in size. 
Show up at any point during the 
time-frame to catch up and enjoy 
fellowship time!  

Here’s what you need to know: 
~~ We will meet in the church 
parking lot: bring your own chair!  

~~ Bring your own coffee or re-
freshing beverage of choice.  

~~ There is no sign-up required: if 
you want to come, come!  

Coffee and Conversation will 
meet on the following Mondays, 
from 3:00-4:30 PM. 

 June 7, June 28 
 July 19 
 August 2, August 23 
 

Can’t wait to see you there!  

Summer Special Music needed! 
Instrumentalists, singers, soloists 
or groups, all ages – sign up to 
share music on a Sunday this 
summer. Watch for a sign up link 
coming soon and contact Iver 
Hubert with any questions at 
ivercrest@gmail.com.  

FREE DRIVE-IN MOVIE NIGHT!! 
Summer-time is fun-time!!  Join us in the church parking lot on 
Friday, June 11th at 8:30pm to watch “SHREK” on the big screen!  
Just pull up in your car (and pajamas if you want!) and tune in your 
radio...then watch and listen!  We’ll even let you hide people in 
your car trunk to sneak them in!   

Save the Date: The 2021 Women’s Summer Book 
Study is Wednesday, August 18, 6:30-8:00pm.  
We’ll be reading “A Children’s Bible,” by Lydia Millet. This dysto-
pian novel will lead us into lively conversation around biblical 
themes, all while exploring climate change and other current is-
sues of our day that threaten to unravel us. You can order it on 
Amazon, here: https://www.amazon.com/Childrens-Bible-Novel-
Lydia-Millet/dp/0393867382/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?
_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr= or from your local bookseller!  
Logistics about the event will come out as we get closer, but I am hopeful we 
can return to our pot-luck style given the state of the pandemic and vaccina-
tions. Email me or call the church office to sign up for the study! I hope to see 
you there! Happy reading!  
Pastor Ashley      pastorashley@holynativity.net 

WORSHIP INFORMATION!!! 
Due to the rising number of vaccinations and the decrease in 
COVID-19 transmission, the council has decided to end re-
strictions on worship attendance, effective immediately. There will no longer 
be a sign-up required to attend worship. You should feel free to just show up! 
 
However, due to the higher risk of congregational singing, you are strongly 
encouraged to continue to socially distance and wear a mask. 
 
Worship will continue to be livestreamed on Facebook for those who are un-
comfortable or unable to attend worship in person. 
 
We look forward to seeing you in worship in person or online! 

Congratulations to our high school graduates!! 

Isabelle Demarest  Emma Ernst   David Hoerger 

Ryan Holt   Noah Weisjahn  Greta Westermeyer  

Good luck in your future plans…..we’re so proud of  you!!! 
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Book Look 

We are continuing to look for volunteers to help with 
funeral set-up, clean-up, and serving food.  It doesn’t 
matter if you are a man or a woman. . . we would love 
to see some of the teens as well! 
 

Funerals have been put on hold during the pandemic and we are not 
sure how things will play out, but we need to be prepared.  Our funer-
als have typically been on Saturday mornings and would only be a cou-
ple hours of your time. 
 
If this is something you feel you can help with, please contact the office 
or Linda Lien. Thanks so much for considering this way to comfort your 
fellow HN members. 

William Kent Krueger has written another absorbing 
and poignant story about some historical truths set in 
Minnesota called This Tender Land. 
 
In the summer of 1932, on the banks of Minnesota’s 
Gilead River, the Lincoln Indian Training School is a 
pitiless place where Native American children, forcibly separated from 
their parents, are sent to be educated. It is also home to Odie O’Bani-
on, a lively orphan boy whose exploits constantly earn him the superin-
tendent’s wrath. Odie and his brother, Albert, are the only white faces 
among the hundreds of Native American children at the school. 
 
After committing a terrible crime, Odie and Albert are forced to flee for 
their lives along with their best friend, Mose, a mute young man of 
Sioux heritage. Out of pity, they also take with them a brokenhearted 
girl named Emmy. Together, they steal away in a canoe, heading for the 
mighty Mississippi in search of a place to call home. 
 
Over the course of one unforgettable summer, these four orphan vaga-
bonds journey into the unknown, crossing paths with others who are 
adrift, from struggling farmers and traveling faith healers to displaced 
families and lost souls of all kinds. With the feel of a modern classic, 
This Tender Land is an enthralling, bighearted epic that shows how the 
magnificent American landscape connects us all, haunts our dreams, 
and makes us whole. 

SENIOR FITNESS - 
HEALTHY POSTURE 
My mother would al-
ways lovingly remind 
me “stand up straight.” How 
ironic it has taken me over fifty 
years later to realize and respect 
the very wisdom of her constant 
advice. 
 
Healthy posture is defined as the 
correct alignment of body parts, 
supported by the right amount of 
muscle tension against gravity 
when we walk, sit, or lay down.  
It:  
1. Decreases the abnormal 

wearing of joint services that 
could result in degenerative 
arthritis or joint pain. 

2. Reduces stress on the liga-
ments. 

3. Allows muscles to work more 
efficiently. 

4. Helps prevent muscle strain, 
overuse disorders, and even 
back & muscular pain. 

 
If you experience any of the 
above pains, consider doing a 
posture check-up. 
 
??? Contact Tom Wiblishauser 

Good news!  The quilting 
group started up again 
and continues through 
the summer.  They meet 
every Thursday from 9:00-noon 
in the Fellowship Hall.  All are 
welcome...and they serve treats!!  

WELCOME TO HNLC GROUNDS UPKEEP TEAM! 

We will meet at the church every Thursday morning from 9:00-10:00am beginning June 
10th through the month of August to beautify our church grounds. Whether pulling 
weeds, raking leaves, collecting branches or trimming bushes, working Together Everyone 
Achieves More. If you are available and interested in fresh air, exercise and working with your fellow church 
members, you are encouraged to attend.  



PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF, 
CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, and so much more!!   

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

MAY FOCUS – BREAKFAST CEREAL, MAC & CHEESE -  PRISM experienc-
es a 25% increase in the number of families that use the foodshelf in 
the summer months.  Your donations become more important than 
ever during this time when kids do not get those extra meals at school. 
Think of easy to prepare lunch items. 
 
SUMMER FRESH PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION – Beginning June 15 – Octo-
ber 5, on the first and third Tuesdays, PRISM will distribute fresh pro-
duce in their parking lot via a drive-up model.  This is free and open to 
the public.  Volunteers are needed from 9:30am – 12:30pm to bag pro-
duce and load cars, .  This is a fun way to experience helping the com-
munity – ages 12 and older.  Contact Nolan Isaacson at PRISM to sign 
up for a shift:  nisaacson@prismmpls.org, or 763-432-4230.   
 
PRISM HOMELESSNESS ASSISTANCE PROGRAM – PRISM has recently 
received a $1 Million grant from Hennepin County to continue its work 
with rent, utility assistance and eviction prevention.  The need has al-
ways been there and has increased dramatically during the pandemic. 
Over $140,000 has been distributed through April, averaging $3,000-
4,000 per family.  PRISM’s caseworkers work with renters and landlords 
– anyone experiencing housing insecurity can call this number:   
PRISM HOUSING ASSISTANCE HOTLINE:  763-432-4217. 
    
SHOP FOR CHANGE – The PRISM Thrift Store will also be open on Satur-
days starting July 10, 9:00 am-3:00 pm.  The store is open to the public 
and inventory changes almost daily, so check it out!  As you change out 
your seasonal clothes or those items your kids have outgrown, create a 
bag of donations for PRISM.  Volunteers are needed to help restock the 
sales floor, cashier, and sort donations. 
  
GET INVOLVED – PRISM is in need of volunteers, especially due to 
COVID.  Volunteers are needed in all areas including the Food Shelf, 
Thrift Shop, and Front Desk.  To learn more, contact Nolan Isaacson, 
Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or via email – nisaac-
son@prismmpls.org.   

Many thanks to 
the Daycare em-
ployees and par-
ents for trimming/removing 
bushes, sifting sand and spring 
clean-up of their area on May 1, 
as well as Verne Erickson and Kir-
by Miller for helping to set up the 
sun/shade posts. I was able to 
provide trimming shears and 
brush hauling.  
 
Thanks to all who helped with 
our Spring clean-up on May 22 
including Verne and Dorothy Er-
ickson, Jerry and Karen Gaasland, 
Kirby Miller, Rawley Manning, 
Harold Hubbard, Rod Moser and 
Sam Skorokhodov, Word of Life 
Youth Leader for his traditional 
outside window washing. 
 
During the month of May, I was 
able to cold cement patch 15 
cracks (up to 3 inches wide) in 
the perimeter curbing of the 
parking lot, finish trimming and 
raking down paradise hill that 
Rawley & Pat Manning and Jerry 
and Karen Gassland had started, 
and planted grass seed and sod 
on the bottom half of the hill. 
Thanks to Rawley for lawn mow-
ing including the bottom half of 
paradise hill to showcase our re-
taining wall that he, Dean 
Birkholz and Wendal Brateng 
built. Spot sanding and painting 
are on my summer to do list. 
 
Thanks to Arden Doering for his 
many years of lawn mowing ser-
vice to HNLC. We are so grateful 
for his volunteer contribution to 
the improvement of our land-
scape. Rawley is now looking for 
other volunteers to fill the vacan-
cy. Thank you, Rod Moser for 
joining the team! 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
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OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Linda is back working her regular 
hours in the office.   

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 
services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
The Centering Prayer 
group meets Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm via Zoom.  If 
you have any interest in learning 
more about Centering Prayer 
and/or joining us, please contact 
Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

JUNE MISSION 
OFFERING  
is designated to 

PINE RIDGE 
 

Mission offerings help those who 
are in need on the reservation. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These 

can be dedicated in honor or 
memory of loved ones or for spe-
cial occasions.  Please contact the 
church office to sign up. 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child Care 
Center has open-
ings for children in 
all classrooms (ages six weeks 
through five years).  Contact 
Brittany at 763-591-0681. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 

~ The family of Rev. John Lingen 
upon his death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn        

for they will be comforted”    

~ Matthew 5:4 

PASTORAL ACTS 

Baptism:     5/9 
     Dylan Thomas Courtney 
Burial:        5/15 
     Tim McDiamid 
Funeral:      5/15 
     Rev. John Lingen 
Wedding:    5/22 
     Emily Eckberg/Connor Helseth 
Baptism:     5/23 
     Noaleigh Rose Held 

A heartfelt thank you goes out 
for all the prayers, cards and me-
morials (to the various places of 
your choice) received upon the 
death of John.  They all mean so 
much. 

Blessings…...Geri Lingen and  
family 

Bible Study 
Bible Study meets 
on Tuesdays at 
10:00am in person 
in the Fellowship Hall.  We will 
continue our study of the book of 
Acts.  Contact Pastor Jason for 
more information. 
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Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, May 18, 2021 

Continued Next Page   

Virtual Meeting Called to Order by President Alan Sommervold at 7:04pm 
Opening Prayer. Pastor Ashley 
Council Devotions: Tina Haugstad 
Secretary’s Report:  Thank you letter was received from Lutheran Social Service of Minnesota. M/S/
Approved April minutes. 
Financial Report for the period ending April 30, 2021 was received and entered into the record. 
The April 2021 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($7,900), which is ($14,300) below budget, and 
roughly ($7,200) worse than the April 2020 YTD surplus/(deficit). 
Offerings in April were roughly ($9,400) below budget bringing the total 2021 offerings ($21,600) below the 
YTD budget.  The April 2021 YTD offerings are also running roughly ($14,600) behind the April 2020 YTD offer-
ings.  
Expenses for April were under budget by $1,400 and are $7,800 under budget YTD.  Currently Education, Per-
sonnel, Administration, and WAM are the biggest contributors to the expense savings. 
The financials at the end of April are not looking great, especially with offerings falling further behind budget 
and now falling behind what was given at the same time last year. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
COVID update 
Streaming worship will continue, even as we resume in-person worship with higher capacity.  Based on vac-
cination rates, discussed removing in-person worship restrictions. M/S/Approved to remove in-person wor-
ship restrictions and adopt Stay Safe MN policies.  Due to singing, those in worship are strongly encouraged 
to socially distance and wear masks. 
Congregational Response to Racial injustice 
The education series on various topics has been well received; efforts will be picked up again in the fall. 
Council Elections 
To-date, there are still three open council positions to fill. 
Date, agenda and format for Congregational Meeting 
A vote by mailed ballot will be scheduled when the slate of candidates is in place. 



Council Minutes Continued  

NEW BUSINESS 
Audit Committee 
M/S/Approved to appoint Kristin 
Daniels and Jim Monner to serve on 
the 2021 Audit Committee with ad-
ditional assistance from Mark Kohls. 
Worship Arts and Music 
Jon Peterson reported on the pro-
posal received from Rutz, Inc, Pipe 
Organ Builders for repair and refur-
bishing the organ in the sanctuary. 
The plan for a 2021 rebuild comes in 
at $78,750, providing Holy Nativity 
with basically a new instrument 
while using the original pipes and 
several other components. These 
improvements would make our or-
gan more reliable and give it a long-
er life, while completing repairs 
suffered from water leakage in the 
past several years. Timeline and fi-
nancing are still to be determined. 
Faith Practices and Neighboring 
Practices 
M/S/Approved to accept the invita-
tion from the Minneapolis Area Syn-
od to be a part of the Faith Practices 
and Neighboring Practices program 
funded by the Lilly Endowment 
Fund. 
PASTOR’S REPORTS 
Pastor Jason Report to Council,  
May 2021 
The COVID test positivity rate for 
Hennepin County is at 4.9%, which 
according to our policy restricts us 
to 15 people for worship.  However, 
due to the increasing number of 
vaccinations, I wonder if this is still 
the best measurement for us to use.  
I believe that with the state continu-
ing to loosen restrictions and the 
number of vaccinations, we should 
expand capacity for worship to 75. 
The Child Care Center continues to 
operate normally and is doing well 
financially.  We could always use 
more enrollment in pre-school.  The 
board meets this Friday morning. 
Adult education has mostly ended 
for the program year.  Tuesday Bible 
Study, however, has just resumed in

-person meetings and will continue 
to meet through the summer to 
make up for lost time. 
We have been accepted into the 
Minneapolis Area Synod Faith Prac-
tices and Neighboring Practices pro-
gram.  We are one of fifteen congre-
gations accepted into the program.  
This is a new program offered 
through the synod and funded by a 
Lilly Endowment grant.  We will like-
ly be in a cohort with some of our 
fellow Wildfire congregations.  The 
program begins in September and 
lasts for two years.  I feel like this is 
a great opportunity for us and for 
Wildfire to work on engaging our 
neighbors.  The first step is for the 
council to accept the invitation.  
After that, I will receive information 
on next steps and how to form a 
team that will participate in the pro-
gram.  The team will consist of five 
people (including me) and commits 
to meeting monthly and attending 
four retreats. 
 
Pastor Ashley Report to Council, 
May 2021 
Thanks so much for the education 
and outreach teams for their good 
work on the May Faire! It was a 
beautiful day and so nice to be out-
side together—the coffee and do-
nuts were amazing, too!  
Coffee and Conversation will contin-
ue this summer, at church! Bring 
your own coffee and lawn chair, but 
no need to sign up in advance. 
Dates are going out in the Tidings 
and will be in the bulletin in ad-
vance of the first one.  
Confirmation for our 9th graders is 
happening outside, on June 6, at 
11:00am. We have 10 students be-
ing confirmed. I’ve had fun meeting 
with them all in advance of their 
service—what incredible young 
people!  
I hosted 10 high school students at 
my house on Sunday night for a 
bonfire and Smores! We had a great 

time. I will be offering ongoing activ-
ities for our youth all summer—
lunches at church, bonfires at my 
place, a beach day, etc. A handout 
with all dates will go out by the end 
of this month to families.  
I performed a graveside service on 
Saturday for Ilene Wood’s son, and 
will marry Emily Eckberg and her 
fiancé this Saturday! 
I am taking a few days of vacation at 
the end of the month: I will be gone 
May 28-June2.  
Lastly, I wanted to give you my two 
cents about returning to worship! 
As we continue to make hard deci-
sions, I wanted to say that my pro-
posal would be to eliminate any ca-
pacity restrictions as we head into 
summer. Very rarely is our summer 
service attended at a level that 
would seem unwise. I also know, as 
many families have talked to me, 
that on-line church is not something 
they participate in any longer, and 
signing up in advance for worship 
can be a deterrent. They either fear 
they are taking spots away from 
someone else, or their plans change 
and the lack of spontaneity keeps 
them from signing up. I am undecid-
ed about masks at this point, but I 
do think that we need to start show-
ing to the congregation that we are 
taking steps forward. I also wonder, 
after seeing people enjoy their 
coffee and donuts outside, if that 
isn’t something we could continue 
in the summer—“join us outside 
after service for coffee and donuts!” 
Just a thought. And just my 
thoughts!  
 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Jason 
Adjournment at 8:29pm 
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Returning to In-Person Worship!!!  


