
Seventeenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

Today we hear James warn 

against selfish ambition, while the 

disciples quarrel over which one of 

them is the greatest. Jesus tells 

them the way to be great is to 

serve. Then, to make it concrete, 

he puts in front of them a flesh-

and-blood child. We are called to 

welcome the children God puts in front of us, to make room for 

them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of honor in the 

assembly.    
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

In accordance with CDC guidelines,  

fully vaccinated individuals are not required to wear a mask.  

Please wear a mask if you are not fully vaccinated. 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Greg Eklund 

Brian Hanson 

Mark Eggert 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” -Mother Teresa 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                         “Fanfare for a New Day”                                      J. Wayne Kerr 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                    Red Folder Pg. 37 
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5 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, †one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love 

is endless. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: God our comforter: 

C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our 

faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us 

from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love 

our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.  

P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in †Christ Jesus, God makes 

you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D 

GATHERING HYMN                              “Gather Us In”                                                   Hymnal #532 

1) All 

 2) Women 

3) Men 

4) All 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 40 

Pastor: May the love of God, the grace of Jesus and the presence of the Holy Spirit be with you 

always… 

ALL: …and also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                  “Glory to God”                                            Red Folder Pg. 41 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison)  O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and 

welcome us as beloved children. Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may 

walk in your ways of wisdom and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen.  

 

ANTHEM                                       “One Faith, One Hope, One Lord”             Craig Courtney 

                                                   Nativity Choir 

 

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one church for which he died,  

One voice, one song we lift in praise to him who was and is and shall be evermore. 

 

There is one body, one spirit, as you were called to one hope. 

One Lord, baptism and faith, one God and Father of all, who is in you all. 

 

Though we be many people, diverse with various gifts,  

We are given to each other for the unity of faith,  

that we grow in the knowledge of the Son of God, in the fullness of Christ. 

 

One faith, one hope, one Lord, one God. 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

FIRST READING                                                    Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to Judah but was met 

with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his suffering. 
18It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. 19But I 

was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me that they devised 

schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the living, so 

that his name will no longer be remembered!” 20But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge righteously, who 

try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING                                      James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a  

The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and desires, we 

manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others. 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done with 

gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not be 

boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 

unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 

wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 

yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. 18And a harvest of 

righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace.  41Those conflicts and disputes among you, 

where do they come from? Do they not come from your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want 

something and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so 

you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not 

receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves 

therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8Draw near to God, and he will draw near 

to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL VERSE                                    “Alleluia ”                                           Red Folder Pg. 42 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                           Mark 9:30-37 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
30They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31for he was 

teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, and they 

will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32But they did not understand what he 

was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house 

he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they 

had argued with one another who was the greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 

“Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it 

among them; and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my 

name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                           “What Is Life Worth?”                             Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 
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W E    R E S P O N D 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 “Children of the Heavenly Father”                                  Hymnal #781 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

THE PEACE    P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…     C:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

 (You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE                       “Let the Vineyards”                                   Red Folder Pg. 45  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                         Red Folder Pg. 46 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION         

You are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying, “The body of Christ, given for you,” 

and “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” as you distribute the bread and wine. (You may use any bread 

or crackers, and wine or juice you have at home!) 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                Red Folder Pg. 47 
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15 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN              “Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”                               Hymnal #659 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER                                            Red Folder Pg. 49 
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BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN                              “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”                                Hymnal #836 
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DISMISSAL    

P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 

C: Thanks be to God.  

 

SENDING MUSIC                         “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”                              arr. May Schwarz                         

 

WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, September 19  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship w/Communion  

(in person and online) 

10:45am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education 

11:30am Homecoming Tailgating Party (outdoors) 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, September 23 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

9:00am Grounds Upkeep Team 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, September 20 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

3:00 – 4:30pm Coffee & Conversation with Pastor 

Ashley  

7:00pm Bell Choir Interest Meeting 

Friday, September 24 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir 

Tuesday, September 21 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

7:00pm Council (online) 

7:00pm Community Voices (at Faith-Lilac Way) 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

Saturday, September 25 

12:30 – 7:30pm Youth Valleyfair Outing (7th – 

12th graders) 

Wednesday, September 22 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

1:00pm Sarah Circle 

 

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Nativity Choir 

Sunday, September 26 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (in person and online) 

10:45am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM is accepting donations Monday to Friday from 10:00am – 4:00pm.  

September's Mission Offering is designated to WILDFIRE EVERY MEAL. 

 

TODAY… 

Worship continues to be in-person and online. In accordance with current CDC guidelines, please 

wear a mask even if you are vaccinated. Worship at 9:30am continues to be livestreamed on Facebook 

for those who are uncomfortable or unable to attend worship in person. Education and fellowship time 

will follow worship at 10:45am. In-person education for all ages begins today, on Homecoming Sunday, 

September 19th. Adult forums will resume in-person in the sanctuary. Sunday School and youth forums 

will also resume in-person in their normal locations. Please consider joining us for these education 

opportunities. Please sign up to help as a worship assistant: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
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Education Hour returns! Education Hour returns this Sunday, September 19th - now at 10:45am - 

11:30am! Today: 

• Sunday Forum: Topic is "The Angry Deity" with James Alison video and discussion 

• Youth Forum (7th - 9th graders) - youth room/annex 

• High School Forum (10th - 12th graders) – lounge 

 

We are excited to welcome families back to Sunday School today! Sunday School will meet from 

10:45-11:30am, following the 9:30am service. All children, ages 3 through 6th grade, are welcome to 

attend. As the pandemic is still impacting the population, we will be requiring masks for both teachers 

and children in Sunday School until further notice. Please register your children for Sunday School 

using this link (2021-2022 Sunday School Registration Form is here). Please direct any questions to 

Kristen@holynativity.net.  

 

 
 

Homecoming Tailgating Party! Join us in the HN parking lot today at 11:30am for our Homecoming 

Tailgating Party! We’re providing the hotdogs and ice cream. You provide the rest of your family meal. 

There will be sidewalk chalk, music and the Main Event Game! We’re so excited! 

 

Wall of Welcome! Check out the Wall of Welcome near the front entrance. Our welcoming ministries 

need your help! Please sign up to help (if you haven’t already!) by taking an envelope, taking the card 

inside, filling out the back of the envelope and dropping it off in the red bin! Of course these are just a 

few of the needs at Holy Nativity – if you are interested in serving in other ways, please look around the 

new displays in church, and see our Ministry Team parade “floats” this morning! 

 

New Sound System! We have a new sound system including new speakers by the altar. We’re working 

on getting adjusted so everyone can hear the sound better. Thanks to Mark Chamberlain and Verne 

Erickson and everyone else who helped to get this set up. And thanks for everyone’s patience as we 

continue to tweak it and get it working at its best. 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfM-yF2bzAY-IYawhLO9OMWhTDKR2AVVPdkZu-afA3oRyc0ZQ/viewform
mailto:Kristen@holynativity.net


 

 
19 

 

 

New Hearing Assist Devices! As a result of the new sound system, we have new hearing assist devces! 

If you need one, they are available at the welcome desk.  

 

Thank you to Wendy Grimes and Linda Lien for redecorating the church and giving it a fresh, 

modern look, especially the narthex/entrance area and lounge, and to Tom Wiblishauser and everyone 

else who helped!  

 

THIS WEEK… 

 

Due to popular demand, we have scheduled an additional Coffee & Conersation with Pastor Ashley. 

Join us on Monday, September 20th from 3:00 – 4:30pm outside on the front lawn.  

 

There’s a Handbell Choir Interest Meeting this Monday, September 20th at 7:00pm. Join us! Contact 

Iver Hubert with any questions at ivercrest@gmail.com.  

 

Wildfire Community Voices Event! The new Wildfire Community Voices speaker series continues on 

Tuesday, September 21st at 7:00pm at Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church in Robbinsdale. We will 

welcome the state legislators from District 45 – Sen. Ann rest, Rep. Cedrick Frazier, and Rep. Mike 

Freiberg. We will be hearing their thoughts on the needs of our neighborhoods and how we the church 

can be better engaged in helping our fellow citizens meet those needs. 

 

Valleyfair! All youth grades 7 – 12 are invited to go to Valleyfair this Saturday, September 25th. Plan 

to meet at church at 12:30pm and we will be back at 7:30pm. Cost is $25.00. Sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4aaca928a4ff2-valleyfair.  

 

NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS… 

 

Treble Tones Women’s Chorus Guest Night is Tuesday, September 28th at 7:00pm. Join a fun group 

of women who love to sing. They meet every Tuesday night from September to May at Holy Nativiity to 

learn music that is performed at Assisted Living/Nursing Homes & Community Events during the year.  

Come on Tuesday, September 28th to see them, hear them, and enjoy time with them. No try-outs. For 

more information contact Sharon at 612-581-7477. 

 

Can you help as a Sunday morning worship assistant? We need: SOCIAL HOUR HOSTS, 

GREETERS, SCRIPTURE READERS. Please sign up to help on a Sunday: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1 

 

Our September Mission Offering is designated for Wildfire Every Meal (KidPack)! On September 

8th, children returned to the classroom after many months of distance learning. The Wildfire Churches 

are again working in partnership to raise funds to provide a supplemental weekend meal to families of 

elementary age students experiencing food scarcity. Funding to provide supplemental food to families in 

need continues to be essential to this project. Every child has the potential to do well in school; however, 

failing to provide an adequate food intake places children at risk for missing out on meeting that 

potential. Please consider a gift designated to this important way to serve in our community. $15 covers 

the cost of food for 1 weekly meal for a family of 4 for a month. $135 covers the cost of food for 1 

weekly meal for a family of 4 for the school year. Your help for this important project is needed and will 

be very much appreciated! 

 

mailto:ivercrest@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4aaca928a4ff2-valleyfair
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
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Fall Walk in Columbarium! Enjoy a quiet walk around the Columbarium at the south end of the 

parking lot. You’ll find a beautiful garden area and benches in a secluded setting for peaceful reflection. 

Two columns hold the cremains of  Holy Nativity members and on the reverse sides are plaques of 

remembrance of loved ones. Holy Nativity is blessed to have this fine area available for members. For 

inquiries in securing a niche or plaque please contact the church office or find a brochure in the narthex.  

Helpers are needed for upkeep during the summer. Clean up in early summer, weeding, trimming bushes 

and weekly watering is easily done by 2-5 people sharing the weeks. Please say yes  to supporting the 

Columbarium. Call Karen Gaasland at 763.360.8446 or take an envelope from the Wall of Welcome 

(see above)!!!. Thank you! 

 

Adults! Join us for “re:Install” starting October 20th! It’s confirmation for ages 18 and up! re:Install 

is your chance to explore the foundations of faith—for the first time or the second!—and make 

connections as to why and how it matters in your own life. It’s 7 weeks—one Wednesday a month from 

October 2021 to April 2022. There might be some readings or light assignments given in between 

sessions, but the primary commitment is 1 hour per session for 7 sessions. Classes will meet on the third 

Wednesday of each month, at 7 PM. Questions? Contact Pastor Ashley! Sign-Up? Please! Use this link 

to sign-up. If fewer than 5 people are signed up by the end of September, we will postpone the course.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall.  

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with us at home, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make 

Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

 

Council Host: Connie Toavs 

Cantor:  Kari Johnson 

Scripture Reader: Marisa Lerum 

Social Hour Hosts: Dean & Jan Birkholz 

Greeters: Marisa Lerum 
 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week: Mary Lazerine, Geri Lingen,  

Jon Peterson, family of Gregory Davis (father of Ted Davis) 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

