Seventeenth Sunday
after Pentecost
Mark 9: 38-50
On the way to Jerusalem,
Jesus teaches his disciples
about ministry that involves
service and sacrifice. His
disciples are slow to realize
that these words apply to
them as well as to others.
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9 : 3 0 a.m.
HOLY NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
New Hope, Minnesota
www.holynativity.net

Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity!
Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427
Phone 763-545-1647 www.holynativity.net Email: office@holynativity.net
Our Mission & Ministry: “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming
community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.”

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am
in person or on Facebook “LIVE”
at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope!
In accordance with CDC guidelines,
fully vaccinated individuals are not required to wear a mask.
Please wear a mask if you are not fully vaccinated.

Staff Members:
Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor
Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor
Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship
Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator
Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director
Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator
Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate
Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up
Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator
Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator
Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator
Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day Childcare Center (hncccc.org)
Worship “Stream Team”
Mark Chamberlain
Andrew Kubly
Chris Daniels
Greg Eklund
Brian Hanson
Mark Eggert
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ORDER

FOR

WORSHIP

Quote: “The period of wandering is a necessary buffer between liberation
and landedness for the sake of forming this identity.” –Terence E. Fretheim

WE

PREPARE

FOR

WORSHIP

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here.

GATHERING MUSIC

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”

setting, Janet Linker

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

INVOCATION
P: We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, †one God, whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love
is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
(silence is kept for reflection)
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. We turn our
faces away from injustice and oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us
from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. Lead us by your love to love
our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in †Christ Jesus, God makes
you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
C: Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN

WE PRAISE GOD
“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
1) All
2) Women
3) All
4) Men
5) All
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Hymnal #533

GREETING & KYRIE

Red Folder Pg. 13
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HYMN OF PRAISE
“Glory to God”
(Congregation sings refrain to begin and after each verse)

Red Folder Pg. 14

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to
peace with you. Give us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
ANTHEM

“I Lift My Eyes Up To the Hills”
Nativity Choir
I lift my eyes up to the hills; where will my help come from?
My help comes from the creator of heaven and earth.
God will not let you stumble, your protector will always be near.
The God of Israel will not fall asleep.
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Thomas Keesecker

God will keep you from all harm; you will rest in God’s shade.
God will protect you, keep you safe, both night and day.
God will keep you from evil, God will watch over you all your life.
The Lord will watch you wherever you go, both now and forevermore.
GOD’S WORD IS READ AND PROCLAIMED
FIRST READING

Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God provides manna in the
wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows the spirit on seventy elders, yet two
men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership?

The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If only we
had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the cucumbers, the melons,
the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried up, and there is nothing at all but this
manna to look at.” 10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of
their tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the LORD,
“Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, that you lay the
burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give birth to them, that you
should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking child,’ to the land that you
promised on oath to their ancestors? 13Where am I to get meat to give to all this people? For they come
weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not able to carry all this people alone, for they are
too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are going to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found
favor in your sight—and do not let me see my misery.” 16So the LORD said to Moses, “Gather for me
seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them;
bring them to the tent of meeting, and have them take their place there with you. 24So Moses went out
and told the people the words of the LORD; and he gathered seventy elders of the people, and placed
them all around the tent. 25Then the LORD came down in the cloud and spoke to him, and took some of
the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they
prophesied. But they did not do so again. 26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the
other named Medad, and the spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not
gone out to the tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad
and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his
chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake?
Would that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit on them!”
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Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words… Congregation: Thanks be to God!
SECOND READING

James 5:13-20

Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrating with those in
good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, and offering forgiveness to each
other.
13

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over
them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save the sick, and the
Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 16Therefore confess your
sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is
powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not
rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the
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heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you
wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a
sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words… Congregation: Thanks be to God!
GOSPEL VERSE

“Alleluia ”

Red Folder Pg. 15

GOSPEL READING
Mark 9:38-50
Pastor: The holy gospel according to Mark… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord.
38
John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop
him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed
of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40Whoever is not against us is for
us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ
will by no means lose the reward. 42“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones
who believe in me, it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you
were thrown into the sea. 43If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you
to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into
hell. 47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God
with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never dies, and the
fire is never quenched. 49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but if salt has lost its
saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
Pastor: The gospel of the Lord… Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

“Wandering, With A Purpose”
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Pastor Ashley Updegraff

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.)
WE
HYMN OF THE DAY

RESPOND

“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”
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Hymnal #712

APOSTLES’ CREED
Hymnal Pg. 105
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME
(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at
holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!)
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(After each prayer petition… P: Lord, in your mercy, C: hear our prayer.)
LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
BENEDICTION
P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch
over and protect us. For wherever we are, our God is also there. We close as we began, in the name
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen
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MISSION HYMN

“God Be With You Till We Meet Again”
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Hymnal #536

DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God.
SENDING MUSIC

“Festal March”

G.F. Handel

Flowers by the altar are from the Lerum family in honor of Benjamin’s baptismal anniversary.
WEEKLY INFORMATION
Sunday, September 26
Thursday, September 30
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
9:30am Worship (in person and online)
9:00am Quilters
10:30am Fellowship Time
9:30am Showtime Choir
10:45am Education
9:00am Grounds Upkeep Team
11:30am Acolyte Class
1:00pm Word of Life Worship
6:00pm Word of Life Youth
7:00pm Word of Life Worship
Monday, September 27
Friday, October 1
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm
6:00pm New Hope Women of Today
7:00pm Word of Life Choir
Tuesday, September 28
Saturday, October 2
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
10:00am Bible Study
3:45pm Staff Meeting
7:00pm Treble Tones
7:00pm Bingo at Outtakes
Wednesday, September 29
Sunday, October 3
Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
11:15am HNCCCC Chapel
9:30am Worship w/Communion
(in person and online)
10:30am Fellowship Time
10:45am Education
6:30pm Confirmation
1:00pm Word of Life Worship
7:00pm Nativity Choir
6:00pm Word of Life Youth
PRISM is accepting donations Monday to Friday from 10:00am – 4:00pm.
September's Mission Offering is designated to WILDFIRE EVERY MEAL.
TODAY…
Education Hour has returned! Education Hour is now from 10:45am - 11:30am. Today:
• Sunday School
• Sunday Forum: Topic is "Resisting Empire” with Brian Zahnd, video and discussion – worship
area
• Youth Forum (7th - 9th graders) - youth room/annex
• High School Forum (10th - 12th graders) – lounge
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Sunday School meets from 10:45-11:30am, following the 9:30am service. All children, ages 3 through
6th grade, are welcome to attend. As the pandemic is still impacting the population, we will be requiring
masks for both teachers and children in Sunday School until further notice. Please register your children
for Sunday School using this link (2021-2022 Sunday School Registration Form is here). Please direct
any questions to Kristen@holynativity.net.
There is an Acolyte Class this morning at 11:30am! It’s a brief class for kids 4th grade and up who
are interested in learning how to acolyte. We’ll meet in the worship area. Contact Pastor Ashley with
questions.
Wall of Welcome! Check out the Wall of Welcome near the front entrance. Our welcoming ministries
need your help! Please sign up to help (if you haven’t already!) by taking an envelope, taking the card
inside, filling out the back of the envelope and dropping it off in the red bin! Of course these are just a
few of the needs at Holy Nativity – if you are interested in serving in other ways, please see the wall
displays around the church!
THIS WEEK…
Treble Tones Women’s Chorus Guest Night is Tuesday, September 28th at 7:00pm. Join a fun group
of women who love to sing. They meet every Tuesday night from September to May at Holy Nativiity to
learn music that is performed at Assisted Living/Nursing Homes & Community Events during the year.
Come on Tuesday, September 28th to see them, hear them, and enjoy time with them. No try-outs. For
more information contact Sharon at 612-581-7477.
NEWS AND UPCOMING EVENTS…
Can you help as a Sunday morning worship assistant? We need: SOCIAL HOUR HOSTS,
GREETERS, SCRIPTURE READERS. Please sign up to help on a Sunday:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
Our September Mission Offering is designated for Wildfire Every Meal (KidPack)! On September
8th, children returned to the classroom after many months of distance learning. The Wildfire Churches
are again working in partnership to raise funds to provide a supplemental weekend meal to families of
elementary age students experiencing food scarcity. Funding to provide supplemental food to families in
need continues to be essential to this project. Every child has the potential to do well in school; however,
failing to provide an adequate food intake places children at risk for missing out on meeting that
potential. Please consider a gift designated to this important way to serve in our community. $15 covers
the cost of food for 1 weekly meal for a family of 4 for a month. $135 covers the cost of food for 1
weekly meal for a family of 4 for the school year. Thank you!
Fall Walk in Columbarium! Enjoy a quiet walk around the Columbarium at the south end of the
parking lot. You’ll find a beautiful garden area and benches in a secluded setting for peaceful reflection.
Two columns hold the cremains of Holy Nativity members and on the reverse sides are plaques of
remembrance of loved ones. Holy Nativity is blessed to have this fine area available for members. For
inquiries in securing a niche or plaque please contact the church office or find a brochure in the narthex.
Helpers are needed for upkeep during the summer. Clean up in early summer, weeding, trimming bushes
and weekly watering is easily done by 2-5 people sharing the weeks. Please say yes to supporting the
Columbarium. Call Karen Gaasland at 763.360.8446.
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Holy Nativity’s Stewardship Appeal for the coming year will take place throughout the month of
October. The selected theme is Caring, Connected, Committed. We will reflect on the many ways that
our church community cared for one another, connected in the midst of social distancing, and remained
committed to the mission of Holy Nativity during unprecedented times. We will consider further
opportunities to care and connect with others as we remain committed to grow as a strong community of
faith.
Adults! Join us for “re:Install” starting October 20th! It’s confirmation for ages 18 and up! re:Install
is your chance to explore the foundations of faith—for the first time or the second!—and make
connections as to why and how it matters in your own life. It’s 7 weeks—one Wednesday a month from
October 2021 to April 2022. There might be some readings or light assignments given in between
sessions, but the primary commitment is 1 hour per session for 7 sessions. Classes will meet on the third
Wednesday of each month, at 7 PM. Questions? Contact Pastor Ashley! Sign-Up? Please! Use this link
to sign-up. If fewer than 5 people are signed up by the end of September, we will postpone the course.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall.
Fall Clean-Up is Saturday, October 30th from 9:00am – Noon! Join us!
Holy Nativity Octoberfest! Join us for Fun, Food & Music at Under Pressure Brewing in Golden
Valley on Saturday, October 30th from 5:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.! Holy Nativity members John Keenan &
Lori Ertl, owners of UPB will have tasting available to members 21 and older. Bring your own stein and
fill it with the best brew in town. All are invited to this community event—family, friends, and
neighbors. There will be:
•
Holy Nativity merch to order and grab
•
Games for all
•
Cornhole tournament fundraiser for our youth (sure to bring out the competitive side in all of us!
Weather Permitting)
•
Music
•
Food trucks
Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with us at home, there are still
many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity!
1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity,
3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427).
2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make
Donation.”
3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals.
Council Host: Marisa Lerum
Cantor: Brian Johnson
Scripture Reader: Nancy Hanson
Social Hour Host: Denise Prosek
Greeter: Deb Peterson
People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:
Mary Lazerine, Geri Lingen, Jon Peterson, Sue Irwin
If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group,
please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net.
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