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In July, I joined 18 of our youth, 
along with 5 other adults, and em-
barked on an incredible adventure 
to the Boundary Waters Canoe Ar-
ea, at the very end of the Gunflint 
Trail, just outside of Grand Marais. 
We spent a week using toilets that 
don’t flush, eating dried food that 
you hydrate with water, lifting 
heavy packs full of our belongings, 
and carrying canoes through dense 
forest. There was no cell service, so 
we were truly unplugged. We 
worked hard paddling and portag-
ing, but also rested each day, enjoy-
ing the simplicity that comes from 
living lightly, more interconnected 
to one another and to the world 
around us than we typically are. 
 
On our trip, we talked a lot about 
stewardship. About caring for the 
earth in a way that respects its di-
versity, beauty, and value. About 
tending to the earth because it is 
inherently good—a gift given, by 
God—that needs to be looked after. 
And about how we can help sustain 
the created world for the future; so 
future beavers can swim the waters, 
future cedars can grow tall, and fu-
ture youth can visit with their 
churches.  
 
Taking care of the things around us, 
using wisely the resources we’ve 
been given, tending what we have 
been gifted, but what we do not, 
ourselves, own, is the whole point 
of stewardship. Making good choic-
es with what God has given us, 
choices that point to our values and 

priorities, is the whole point of 
stewardship. Sharing what we have 
so that others, too, might experi-
ence what we value, is the whole 
point of stewardship.  
 
Which begs the question: if we are 
good stewards of the earth because 
God created it and gave it to us to 
take care of, and we want future 
generations to experience the beau-
ty of God’s creation, how might we 
be good stewards of our money, 
using our financial resources to tend 
the message of the gospel, and so 
that those around us, now, and in 
the future, might know what we 
know: that the love of God in Christ 
Jesus is so deep and so welcoming 
and so abundant that it changes 
everything?  
 
As we enter into this season of 
stewardship at Holy Nativity, I en-
courage you to think about your 
giving in this way. Not as something 
you are obligated to do because the 
Bible says so. Not as something you 
do simply because you’ve always 
done it. Not as something you do 
begrudgingly so that we will stop 
talking about it. Instead, think of it 
this way: how you give shows what 
you value, and what you give makes 
it possible to share those values 
with our neighbors, with our chil-
dren, with our friends, with our fam-
ily, and with future generations we 
don’t even know yet.  
 
In the Boundary Waters, when I 
carefully packed up my trash, keep-
ing it safe until we could dispose of 
it back at base, or when I shushed 

teenage girls because a family of 
loons was swimming nearby, or 
when I went seven days without tak-
ing a shower, I was practicing good 
stewardship. I was taking good care 
of this beautiful place God has made 
and given to us. At the same time, I 
was protecting those waters and 
lands, ensuring that they are as 
beautiful and transformative for 
others as they were for me.  
 
Financial stewardship is the same. 
We give in order to take care of 
what God has given us—this experi-
ence of love and grace and ac-
ceptance that the world so badly 
needs. And we give so that others 
might be transformed by that expe-
rience, too.  
 
In Christ, Pastor Ashley 
 
P.S. Come to worship and forum on 
Sunday, October 10 to hear more 
about our amazing trip to the wil-
derness!  
 
P.S.S. Stay tuned for more infor-
mation on our stewardship cam-
paign this year, and how you can 
give!  

We have scheduled an 
in-person congrega-
tional meeting on Oc-

tober 17th at 11:45am.  The 
main (and probably only) agenda 
item will be electing council 
members.  Please plan to join us. 



We are excited to welcome you back to Sunday School! 
Sunday School will meet from 10:45-11:30am following 
the 9:30am service. All children, ages 3 through 6th 
grade, are welcome to attend. As the pandemic is still im-

pacting the population, we will be requiring masks for both teachers 
and children in Sunday School until further notice. Please register your 
children for Sunday School using the link on Holy Nativity’s website. 
Please direct any questions to Kristen@holynativity.net.   

Adult Forum meets in the 

Sanctuary every Sunday at 
10:45am. 
 

The October schedule is: 
 

10/3:   Allegiance to Empire Part 
Two: Citizenship as Hospitality 

10/10:  Youth Boundary Waters 
Trip 

10/17:  Allegiance to Empire Part 
Three: Citizenship as Love for 
Land 

10/24:  Allegiance to Empire Part 
Four: Citizenship as Justice Work 

10/31:  Allegiance to Empire Part 
Five: Citizenship as Cruciformity 

We’re excited to have you join 
us! 

Third Wednesday Worship 
Everyone is welcome to Third 
Wednesday Worship! If you need 
a mid-week moment to connect 
with God, if you are looking for 
new ways to experience your 
faith, if Sunday morning is not 
always convenient, or if you 
simply want to try something 
different—this is for you! Join us 
in the sanctuary on the following 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm:  
 

October 20 
November 17 
December 15 
January 19 
February 15 
April 20 
 
You can expect an informal ser-
vice rooted in singing, sharing 
communion, and experiencing 
Scripture in new ways. This ser-
vice will be guitar-led, instead of 
piano or organ-driven. We’ll ditch 
the sermon and instead provide a 
hands-on way to connect your 
faith and your life. New songs will 
be introduced, and communion 
will be shared.  
 

Talk to Pastor Ashley if you have 
questions, or are interested in 
helping to plan or lead these ser-
vices! We can’t wait to see you!  

Third grade Sunday 
School students will be 
presented Bibles dur-

ing the church service at 9:30am 
on Sunday, October 17th. Please 
join us in celebrating Holy Nativi-
ty’s third graders. 

High School Youth!  
It’s game night time!! 
9th-12th graders are invited to 
Pastor Ashley’s house on Friday, 
October 15th at 7:00pm for game 
night! Bring your favorite game 
and a snack to share. More info 
will be emailed as we get closer 
to the date.  

Confirmation Information: 
Wildfire is October 6th, 
right here at Holy Na-
tivity, starting at 

6:30pm. We will be outside in 
the parking lot, so please dress 
accordingly! October 20th is the 
Third Wednesday, so plan to join 
us for dinner prior to Third 
Wednesday Worship at 6:30pm, 
and small group time after. Last-
ly, October 27th is Parent Night! 
At least one parent should 
attend with the students on this 
night. Reminders, as always, will 
go out in emails!  

On Sunday, October 
10th, join us for 
worship and educa-

tion hour to learn about our stu-
dents summer trip to the Bound-
ary Waters! We will be planning 
a creation-themed worship ser-
vice, and then sharing pictures 
and stories at forum. You won’t 
want to miss out on worship at 
9:30am and education at 
10:45am! Youth, High School, 
and Adult forum that day will all 
meet in the sanctuary.  
Following the forum, there will 
be an informational meeting for 
next summer’s trip, the ELCA 
Youth Gathering right here in 
Minneapolis! Families with stu-
dents in 8th grade and up are en-
couraged to attend. We meet in 
the Fellowship Hall at 11:30am! 

October Coffee and 
Conversation will 
be on Monday, Oc-
tober 18th, from 

3:00-4:30pm.  Please come join 
in the fun! 

mailto:Kristen@holynativity.net


Book Look 

A powerful tragedy 
distilled into a jewel 
of a masterpiece by 
the Nobel Prize-
winning author of 
Beloved, Toni Morri-
son, a mercy is almost like a prelude 
to that story, set two centuries earli-
er. 
In the 1680s the slave trade was still 
in its infancy. In the Americas, viru-
lent religious and class divisions, 
prejudice and oppression were rife, 
providing the fertile soil in which 
slavery and race hatred were plant-
ed and took root. 
Jacob is an Anglo-Dutch trader and 
adventurer, with a small holding in 
the harsh north. Despite his distaste 
for dealing in “flesh,” he takes a 
small slave girl in part payment for a 
bad debt from a plantation owner in 
Catholic Maryland. This is Florens, 
“with the hands of a slave and the 
feet of a Portuguese lady.” Florens 
looks for love, first from Lina, an 
older servant woman at her new 
master’s house, but later from a 
handsome blacksmith, an African, 
never enslaved. 
There are other voices: Lina, whose 
tribe was decimated by smallpox; 
their mistress, Rebekka, herself a 
victim of religious intolerance back 
in England; Sorrow, a strange girl 
who’s spent her early years at sea; 
and finally the devastating voice of 
Florens’ mother. These are all men 
and women inventing themselves in 
the wilderness. 
A Mercy reveals what lies beneath 
the surface of slavery. But at its 
heart it is the ambivalent, disturbing 
story of a mother who casts off her 
daughter in order to save her, and a 
daughter who may never exorcise 
that abandonment. 
Acts of mercy may have unforeseen 
consequences. 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – 
PATIO PINE CLEANOUT 

For the last 3 or 4 
years I have been 
sawing down the 
small trees under 
the patio pine only 
to have them grow 
larger the next year. Thanks for 
the work ethic and help of Bob 
Alexander, we were able to dig 
them out during our Thursday 
morning grounds clean-up ses-
sions and remove climbing vines 
from our family lounge windows.  
Thanks also to Linda and Wendy 
for their guidance on the Narthex 
and Family Lounge remodel and 
support help of Bob Alexander, 
Vern Erickson, and Dean Birkholz. 
Thanks to Kirby Miller for the fol-
low through help with the fire 
inspection and electric light bal-
last support and Rawley Manning 
and Rod Moser for their reliable 
lawn mowing. I am looking for-
ward to our busy Fall Homecom-
ing. Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR FITNESS - 
POISON IVY CHALLENGE 

It starts as a 
scraggly 3-
pointed leaf 
shrub in your 
backyard, garden 

or brush at the lake that has your 
arms and legs start tingling and 
turn red into an itchy rash. Wel-
come to poison ivy victims. Skin 
contact with this plant produces 
an oil urushiol that causes a rash 
and sticks to clothes, shoes and 
skin which can spread to all parts 
of your body, cell phone and oth-
ers.  
Here are steps to deal with this 
Nature’s challenge: Dress with 
long sleeved shirts, pants, socks, 
and rubber gloves. Lather, rinse, 
and repeat with fels-naptha laun-
dry soap within an hour of con-
tact to avoid spread. Soak in cool 
water baths containing an oat-
meal-based product such as 
Aveeno. Use cortisone creams, 
calamine lotion, zinc oxide, aloe 
vera gel, or a 3-1 baking soda to 
water paste on skin. Try oral OTC 
antihistamines such Claritin or 
Benadryl to ease itching and in-
flammation. If it gets worse con-
tact a doctor for steroid pills, a 
shot or topical creams. Go to ur-
gent care if you have trouble 
breathing, swallowing, or swell-
ing on eye, throat, face or rash 
near mouth.  
Tom Wiblishauser 
Poison Ivy Survivor 

 

A huge THANK YOU goes out to 
Tom Wiblishauser, Dean Birkholz, 
Butch Alexander and Tom’s 
neighbor Mike Lundquist for 
helping get the new lounge furni-
ture put together and set up and 
assembling and hanging the new 
slatboards in the Narthex. The 
help was greatly needed and ap-
preciated.  We couldn’t have 
done it without you!!! 

Elizabeth Circle has a new date and time to meet.  They are 
now meeting at 2:00pm the second Friday of every month, 
beginning October 8th. 
Sarah Circle meets at 1:00pm the 4th Wednesday of every month. 
 Newcomers are welcome! 



PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF, 
CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, and so much more!!   

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
Friday, October 8 

Elizabeth Circle 

 

Sunday, October 10 

Youth Gathering Info Meeting 

 

Friday, October 15 

Youth Game Night at Pastor Ashley’s 

 

Sunday, October 17 

Congregational Meeting  
 

Monday, October 18 

Coffee and Conversation 
 

Tuesday, October 19 

Bingo at Outtakes 

 

Wednesday, October 20 

Dinner for All 

Third Wednesday Worship 

Re: Install 

 

Wednesday, October 27 

Sarah Circle 

Book Club 

 

Friday, October 29 

Trunk or Treat 

 

Saturday, October 30 

Fall Clean Up 

Oktoberfest 

 

Monday, November 1 

Equipping Parents 

 

Friday, November 5 

Purse Bingo 
 

Saturday, November 6 

8th and 9th Grade Retreat 

Turn Clocks Back! 

OCTOBER FOCUS -  WINTER COATS, KID COATS AND MITTENS, ALSO 
JUICE BOXES AND CLEANING PRODUCTS  -  As we approach a change in 
seasons, look for those clothing items your kids have outgrown, that 
coat you never wear, or buy new, so PRISM can provide winter items to 
families in need.  Cleaning products, laundry soap, are expensive items 
that are helpful to be able to offer in the FoodShelf. 
 
THANK YOU – To everyone who donated backpacks and school sup-
plies.  485 children received backpacks and school supplies, and 500 
additional backpacks and supplies were donated to the Robbinsdale 
School District to distribute throughout the school year. 
 
SUMMER FRESH PRODUCE DISTRIBUTION – ends on October 5.   
PRISM distributes fresh produce via a drive-up model, in their parking 
lot.  This event is free and open to the public. 
    
NEW HOPE AND GOLDEN VALLEY FARMER’S MARKETS – PRISM con-
tinues through the end of the season to be at the markets and help 
new recipients apply for SNAP benefits and distribute $10 Market 
Bucks tokens. 
 
SHOP FOR CHANGE – The PRISM Thrift Store is back to pre-COVID 
hours, in addition to 9am-3pm every Saturday, and Thursdays until 
7:00 pm, OPEN TO THE PUBLIC!   Volunteers are needed to help sort 
donations, stock the sales floor, help customers, and work check-out at 
the register. Once again, contact Nolan Isaacson if you can help. Also 
clothing donations of all kinds are in short supply, so look for items in 
your closet you don’t wear or can even live without and drop them at 
PRISM, or the donation box in the narthex.  All proceeds from the Thrift 
Store directly support PRISM programs. 
  
GET INVOLVED – PRISM is always in need of volunteers in all areas in-
cluding the Food Shelf, Thrift Shop, and Front Desk.  To learn more, 
contact Nolan Isaacson, Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or via 
email – nisaacson@prismmpls.org.  Schedule a time with Nolan to visit 
PRISM, get a tour, and find out what opportunity fits you best! 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


We are still in need of a few more 
council members.  If you know of 
someone you think would be a  
great addition to the council, please 
contact one of the Pastors with your 
nomination.  (Or, feel free to nomi-
nate yourself if this is something you 
are interested in.) 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 

Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am Sunday 
worship services:  
https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up for 
you in Facebook when it starts. You 
can access our Sunday worship 
bulletin at www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen to 
the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer Meeting 
on Zoom 
The Centering Prayer 
group meets twice a 
month on Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm via Zoom.  
September dates are 9/13 and 
9/27.  If you have any interest in 
learning more about Centering 
Prayer and/or joining us, please 
contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

OCTOBER MISSION 
OFFERING  
is designated to 

FAMILIES IN NEED 
A discretionary fund 

overseen by the  

Pastors to help in a crisis 

situation 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child Care 
Center has open-
ings for children in 
all classrooms (ages six weeks 
through five years).  Contact 
Brittany at 763-591-0681. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 
 

Ted Davis and family on the 
death of his father Gregory Davis 
 
The family of Marian Braun upon 
her death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn        

for they will be comforted”    
~ Matthew 5:4 

PASTORAL ACTS 

Funeral:   
     9/14  Donald Toavs 
 

Baptism: 
     9/12  June Louise Johnson 

BIBLE STUDY 
 Weekly Bible Study 
continues in person 

on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information. 

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets every Thursday in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 9:00am.  We 
would love to have you join us!  
Just come to chat and have 
coffee and treats if you don’t 
sew….and maybe you can learn 
how! 

Do you need a ride 
to church on  
Sunday mornings?  
We have some church members 
who have volunteered to help out. 
Please call the church office  
(763-545-1647) by Thursday 
afternoon to leave your name and 
phone number. You will receive a 
call back by Saturday connecting you 
with a driver. 

Any volunteer  
drivers out there?  

Please call the church office  
to get your name on the list. 

with your offer to help. Thanks! 

PURSES WANTED!! 

We are planning 
another purse bin-
go event on Friday, 
November 5th.  To 
do so, we need you 

to donate any clean, gently-used 
purses, wallets, tote bags, etc.  
Possibly even something you 
may have purchased and never 
used...don’t we all have at least 
one of those?!?!?   
Please drop them off in the office 
by the end of October.  Thanks 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Re: Install 
How many of us went through Confirmation, but have since forgotten almost everything we 
learned? How many of us were far too immature at the time of our Confirmation for any of 
what we learned to matter? How many of us have come to faith as adults, or were raised in 
a different faith tradition? Probably…a lot.  
 

re:Install is your chance to explore the foundations of faith—for the first time or the second!—and make 
connections as to why and how it matters in your own life. The goal is that you walk away with a deeper un-
derstanding of the concepts we take for granted in our life as a church (theology, Bible knowledge, sacra-
ments) and that, at the end of our time together, you are better able to articulate what you believe and why 
it matters.  

Who is it for? Anyone older than 18 who wants to keep learning and growing in their faith!  

What is the commitment? 7 weeks—one Wednesday a month from October 2021 to April 2022. There might 
be some readings or light assignments given in between sessions, but the primary commitment is 1 hour per 
session for 7 sessions. Classes will meet on the third Wednesday of each month, at 7:00pm.  

Where? We will meet in the Fellowship Hall. The youth room will be open, if you have students who will be 
staying after Confirmation or tagging along and need a place to hang out or finish up homework. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Ashley! pastorashley@holynativity.net 

Sign-Up? Use this link to sign-up.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall 

    Holy Nativity  
Join us for Fun, Food & Music at Under Pressure Brewing on  

Saturday, October 30th from 5:00pm – 9:00pm!  
8806—7th Avenue North, Golden Valley 

There will be: 
Holy Nativity merch to order and grab 
Games for all. 
Cornhole tournament fundraiser for our youth (sure to bring out the competitive side in all of us! Weather 

Permitting). 
Music 
Food trucks 

 
HN members Lori and John, owners of UPB, will have tasting available to members 21 and older. Bring your 
own stein and fill it with the best brew in town! 
 
All are invited to this community event—family, friends, and neighbors. There will be more details to follow! 
 

This is a family friendly establishment; all are welcomed here. If you have any questions, please contact the 
Hospitality Ministry team at haugstad6019@msn.com. 

mailto:pastorashley@holynativity.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall


Fall Walk in Columbarium 

Enjoy a quiet walk around the Columbarium at the south end of the parking lot. You’ll find 
a beautiful garden area and benches in a secluded setting for peaceful reflection. 
 
Two columns hold the cremains of Holy Nativity members and on the reverse sides are plaques in remem-
brance of loved ones. Holy Nativity is blessed to have this fine area available for members. For inquiries in 
securing a niche or plaque, please contact the church office or find a brochure in the Narthex. 
 
Helpers are needed for upkeep during the summer.  Clean up in early summer, weeding, trimming bushes 
and weekly watering is easily done by 2-5 people sharing the weeks.  Please say yes  to supporting the Colum-
barium. Call Karen Gaasland at 763-360-8446. 

Holy Nativity’s  
Stewardship Appeal 
for the coming year 

will take place throughout the 
month of October.  The selected 
theme is Caring, Connected, 
Committed.  We will reflect on 
the many ways that our church 
community cared for one anoth-
er, connected in the midst of so-
cial distancing, and remained 
committed to the mission of Holy 
Nativity during unprecedented 
times. We will consider further 
opportunities to care and con-
nect with others as we remain 
committed to grow as a strong 
community of faith.   

Fall Clean Up Day  
Saturday, October 30th 

Please come to the 
Fall Clean-Up on 
Saturday, October 
30th from 9:00am 

until about noon.  This will be 
both inside and outside, weather 
permitting.  If outside, bring your 
rakes and window cleaning tools.  
If inside, bring your cleaning rags 
and window cleaning tools; we’ll 
provide vacuums, buckets, soap, 
polish, paper towels, 
etc. Thanks for 
volunteering — we 
need and appreciate 
your help!! 

Holy Nativity Book Club is back in person!  You are invited to 
participate in our discussion of the book “You Are Your Best 
Thing: Vulnerability, Shame Resilience, and the Black Experi-
ence,” an anthology edited by Tarana Burke and Brené Brown. 

 
In this book, Tarana Burke and Brené Brown bring together a dynamic 
group of Black writers, organizers, artists, academics, and cultural fig-
ures to discuss the topics the two have dedicated their lives to under-
standing and teaching: vulnerability and shame resilience.  The book 
includes contributions by Kiese Laymon, Imani Perry, Laverne Cox, Ja-
son Reynolds, Austin Channing Brown, and more. 
 
Pastor Jason will lead the discussion.  We will meet in the lounge on 
three Wednesdays, from 6:00-7:00pm: October 27th, November 3rd 
and 10th.  Read through page 78 for the first session. 
 
The book is available on Amazon or at your favorite local bookseller. 

Faith Practices and  
Neighboring Practices 
Earlier this year, our congregation 
was selected to participate in the 
Minneapolis Area Synod’s Faith 
Practices & Neighboring Practices 
learning community. This two-year 
process is a chance for us to engage 
with what it means to be a follower 
of Jesus, a good neighbor, and how 
both practices intertwine to become 
one. 
On September 25th, members of our 
congregation took part in our first 
retreat as a learning community. 
This was an opportunity for our con-
gregational team to begin learning 
and reflecting on our gifts and 
strengths, and our opportunities and 
challenges, as well as a chance to 
create new relationships with con-
gregations across the Synod. 
During this retreat, we explored our 
two “Keystone Habits”, one-to-ones 
and intentional prayer. These prac-
tices will ground us in our learning 
throughout the two years and help 
us to discern where God is at work 
both within our congregation and 
our surrounding community. 
We hope that as we continue along 
this journey with our learning com-
munity, we can deepen our relation-
ship with God, with one another, 
and with our neighbors. 



Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, September 21, 2021 (via Zoom) 

Continued Next Page   

Virtual Meeting Called to Order by President Alan Sommervold at 7:04pm 
Opening Prayer. Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Jeremy Schmitz 
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved August minutes. 
Financial Report for the period ending August 31, 2021 was received and entered into the record. 
Offerings are still running behind budget and prior year; however, the YTD bottom line is currently better 
than last year at this time. 
The August 2021 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($300), which is ($8,800) below budget, but rough-
ly $9,400 better than last year's YTD surplus/(deficit). 
Offerings in August were roughly ($5,300) less than budget and the total 2021 offerings are running ($28,500) 
below the YTD budget.  The August 2021 YTD offerings are also running roughly ($4,700) behind last year.  
We continue to see savings in expenses, with August coming in under budget by $3,000 and YTD expenses 
coming in $17,300 under budget.  

 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
Congregational Response to Racial injustice 
Adult education will support this important topic through an October book study.  
Council member nominations 
One member has agreed to serve, one current member will be serving an additional term; two additional 
council nominations are needed. Several options for going forward were discussed.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Congregational meeting. M/S/Approved to call a congregational meeting on October 17 at 11:45am (in per-
son) with the primary agenda item being church council elections. 
 



Council Minutes Continued  

PASTOR’S REPORTS 
Pastor Jason Report to Council, September 2021 
Worship attendance has been in the 65-75 range with another 20 or so families/individuals watching on Face-
book.  September 12 attendance was 99, though, so we may be increasing for fall. 
The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially.  We could always use more 
enrollment in pre-school if you know anyone who is looking! 
The Stewardship team continues to meet and plan the fall campaign around the theme, “Caring, Connected, 
Committed.”  The campaign will begin October 3 and end on commitment Sunday, October 31. 
God’s Work Our Hands Day of Service with our Wildfire partners went well on September 11.  
The Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices program begins on Saturday with a day-long retreat.  Our team 
is made up of Lori Cowman, Kari Johnson, Emily Spanjers, Connie Toavs, and myself. 
The annual Bishop’s Theological Conference has been cancelled for the second year in a row due to COVID.  
The bishop is asking congregations to encourage all rostered leaders to take the normal theological confer-
ence dates, Sunday afternoon through Tuesday, September 26-28, as a time of respite (not to count as vaca-
tion or sick days). 
 
Pastor Ashley Report to Council, September 2021 
We had a great week of kick-off events! Our first Third Wednesday Worship was a huge success, and I look 
forward to growing it as the year progresses! We have 25 students in Confirmation this year, and their orien-
tation was last week.  
A HUGE thank-you to the staff for all their help in putting on our Homecoming Sunday events! It was great to 
see some faces I hadn’t seen in a while, and the staff worked so hard on putting something fun and entertain-
ing together.  
Another thank-you to Wendy and Linda who have been doing a good deal of re-decorating. It looks great, 
and I’m grateful!  
Wildfire events for our youth are back, with the first one being in October here at Holy Nativity.  
I have been making lots of visits to our recovering/home-bound members recently, and it has been great to 
reconnect with them!  
I am really excited for this year—for the new things we are launching, and for the promising news that 
younger kids will be able to be vaccinated soon!!   
 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Adjournment 8:07pm 

Trunk or Treat is back! 
Friday, October 29th     

6:00 – 7:30pm 
 
ALL outside in the parking lot! For all ages – all kids will get a goody bag 
to fill up with treats! 
 
Watch for more details and sign up here (or across from the office) to 
provide a decorated trunk with treats, or to donate candy (even if you 
can't attend!)! 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2FA4FB6-trunk 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2FA4FB6-trunk
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PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!   
It’s the best way to thank them for supporting our newsletter! 
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
Senior Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Associate Pastor Ashley Updegraff (C) 636-448-7751 
 pastorashley@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Baker Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kari Johnson Choristers Director 
 kari@holynativity.net 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 
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