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The Pastors Word 

November 17th is our next 
Third Wednesday Worship! 
Join us for dinner followed 
by worship at 6:30pm!   

A recent article from the satirical 
news site, “The Onion,” is titled, 
“White House Warns Supply Chain 
Shortages Could Lead Americans 
To Discover True Meaning of 
Christmas.”  The fictitious article 
quotes White House press secre-
tary Jen Psaki saying, “Unless 
these unprecedented scarcities are 
reversed soon, hundreds of thou-
sands of Americans could be 
forced to learn that there is more 
to life than material objects.”  Her 
quote ends with, “Certainly, no 
one wants to find out that what’s 
really important is love and having 
people to share it with.”  Now I 
should be clear that Jen Psaki did 
not actually say these words and 
the article is completely fake.  But 
as with any good satire, the article 
makes some really good points.  
The supply chain shortage and a 
corresponding rise in the price of 
consumer goods has been in the 
news a lot lately.  We have been 
told to do our Christmas shopping 
early because there might not be 
enough stock on the shelves.  But 
is this really such a bad thing? 

I know this might seem a bit early 
to be writing about Christmas, and 
I’m not really trying to write about 
Christmas, exactly.  The point of 
the “Onion” article is not so much 
about Christmas but about how 
we seem to have based our entire 
existence on an economy that de-
pends on us to buy more and more 
stuff.  Thus, any disruption to the 

ability for us to buy more stuff, is 
considered a great tragedy.  Per-
haps the tragedy is not a lack of 
access to more consumer goods, 
but instead the system that can be 
so affected by that lack of access.  
But unfortunately, it is all tied to-
gether.  When the stock market 
has a bad day or a bad week be-
cause we get a new report that 
consumer spending is down for 
whatever reason, our retirement 
accounts are affected.  Which 
means that my eventual retire-
ment income long in the future is 
somehow affected by whether 
Americans are buying more or less 
stuff today.  Doesn’t that seem a 
bit crazy? 

This is the system we have created 
and decided to live within.  I think 
it is important to recognize that 
fact.  What that means is that the 
system we have is a choice we 
have made.  We could have made 
a different choice and chosen a 
different economic system that 
doesn’t place ultimate value in 
spending money on material ob-
jects.  And maybe we still can, 
though it is easy to feel like we are 
stuck with what we have.  When 
Jesus came on the scene in first 
century Judea, he entered a sys-
tem that was likely thought to be 
unchangeable.  The Roman Empire 
ruled all with a system of violence 
and oppression that benefitted 
those at the top.  It used crucifix-
ion as the ultimate punishment for 
those who questioned the system.   

As we know, Jesus was a victim of 
that terrible form of execution.  
And that should have been the 
end.  This is how the system 
worked: crucify those who are 
critical of Rome and that will sup-
press any rebellion.  But of course, 
the crucifixion of Jesus didn’t work.  
With his resurrection, he proved 
that the Roman system of oppres-
sion no longer had power.  The 
system was ultimately a failure.  
And the early Christians continued 
Jesus’ work of showing that a sys-
tem based on fear and oppression 
was not what God intended for 
God’s people.  We, too, are called 
to point that out in our world and 
work to change systems of injus-
tice and oppression.  Perhaps our 
economic system is one of those 
systems.  Ultimately, it doesn’t 
matter if our access to stuff is lim-
ited for the coming Christmas sea-
son.  Satire or not, “The Onion” is 
correct.  There is more to life than 
material objects and what’s really 
important is love and having peo-
ple to share it with. 

In God’s amazing grace, 
Pastor Jason 



Sunday School meets from 10:45-11:30am following the 
9:30am service. All children, ages 3 through 6th grade, are 
welcome to attend. As the pandemic is still impacting the 
population, we will be requiring masks for both teachers 

and children in Sunday School until further notice. Please register your 
children for Sunday School using the link on Holy Nativity’s website. 
Please direct any questions to Kristen@holynativity.net.   

Adult Forum meets in the 

Sanctuary every Sunday at 
10:45am. 
 

The November schedule is: 
 

11/7:   Allegiance to Empire Part 
Five: Citizenship as Cruciformity 

11/14:  Allegiance to Empire Part 
Six: Citizenship as Relating to the 
Other 

11/21:  Allegiance to Empire Part 
Seven: Citizenship as the Image 
of God 

11/28:  ELCA World Hunger  
Advent Study Part One 
 
Please join us! 

Confirmation in  
November:  
The next Wildfire Event is No-
vember 3rd from 6:30-7:45 pm at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church. 
We will be outside, so please 
dress accordingly.  

There is no class on November 
24th: Happy Thanksgiving! Enjoy 
this time off with your family.  

Holy Nativity Book Club 
is back in person!  You 
are invited to participate 
in our discussion of the 

book “You Are Your Best Thing: 
Vulnerability, Shame Resilience, 
and the Black Experience,” an 
anthology edited by Tarana 
Burke and Brené Brown. 
 
In this book, Tarana Burke and 
Brené Brown bring together a 
dynamic group of Black writers, 
organizers, artists, academics, 
and cultural figures to discuss 
the topics the two have dedicat-
ed their lives to understanding 
and teaching: vulnerability and 
shame resilience.  The book in-
cludes contributions by Kiese 
Laymon, Imani Perry, Laverne 
Cox, Jason Reynolds, Austin 
Channing Brown, and more. 
 
Pastor Jason  leads the discussion 
which meets in the lounge three 
Wednesdays, from 6:00-7:00pm: 
October 27th, November 3rd and 
10th.  Read through page 78 for 
the first session. 
 
The book is available on Amazon 
or at your favorite local 
bookseller. 

8th and 9th Graders!! 
The Tough Stuff Re-
treat is on Saturday, 

November 6th, from 11:00am-
3:30pm. We will meet in the Fel-
lowship Hall and a pizza lunch 
will be provided. Please let Pastor 
Ashley know if you cannot 
attend.  

8th-12th Graders—
your 2022 ELCA 
Youth Gathering 

registration forms and deposits 
are due by Sunday, November 7! 
Get those to Pastor Ashley!  

Our Youth are planning a 
shopping trip to pur-
chase gifts for the PRISM 
giving tree.  If you would 
like to donate money for them to 
shop with, please place the mon-
ey and or Target/VISA  gift cards 
in the basket in the office.  Thank 
you for your support of PRISM 
this holiday season! 

9-12th High school 
youth …save Saturday, 
November 27th for 
PRISM giving tree shop-

ping and “Youthgiving.”  Stay 
tuned for further information! 

EQUIPPING PARENTS:  
Recognizing early warning 
signs: Mental illness in  
children and youth 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
6:30-8:00PM 
Mental illness in children and 
youth has been steadily on the 
rise the last several years—-
especially anxiety and depres-
sion.  This past year of pandemic 
living, on-line school, and other 
changes has just made it worse.  
Join us as NAMI (National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness) presents 
information on early warning 
signs you should be aware of as a 
parent, grandparent, or caregiv-
er.  Come to gain an understand-
ing of the impact of mental ill-
ness and trauma on children and 
youth, and learn strategies to 
support children who live with an 
illness.  Suicide warning signs and 
resources are also covered. 

mailto:Kristen@holynativity.net


Book Look 

Third Wednesday Worship 
Everyone is welcome to Third 
Wednesday Worship! If you need 
a mid-week moment to connect 
with God, if you are looking for 
new ways to experience your faith, 
if Sunday morning is not always 
convenient, or if you simply want 
to try something different—this is 
for you! Join us in the sanctuary on 
the following Wednesdays at 
6:30pm:  
 
November 17 
December 15 
January 19 
February 15 
April 20 
 
You can expect an informal service 
rooted in singing, sharing com-
munion, and experiencing Scrip-
ture in new ways. This service will 
be guitar-led, instead of piano or 
organ-driven. We’ll ditch the ser-
mon and instead provide a hands-
on way to connect your faith and 
your life. New songs will be intro-
duced, and communion will be 
shared.  
 
Talk to Pastor Ashley if you have 
questions, or are interested in 
helping to plan or lead these ser-
vices! We can’t wait to see you!  

NPR says “While 
wars both hot and 
cold rage in the 
outside world, 
Count Rostov finds 
purpose and peo-
ple to love within the confines of 
the Metropol. The count, says au-
thor Amor Towles, has a will to 
joy. No wonder, then, that A Gen-
tleman in Moscow is a joy to 
read”. 

When, in 1922, thirty-year-old 
Count Alexander Rostov is deemed 
an unrepentant aristocrat by a Bol-
shevik tribunal, he is sentenced to 
house arrest in the Metropol, a 
grand hotel near the Kremlin. An 
indomitable man of erudition and 
wit, Rostov must now live in an 
attic room as some of the most 
tumultuous decades in Russian 
history unfold. Unexpectedly, the 
Count’s reduced circumstances 
provide him entry into a world of 
emotional discovery as he forges 
friendships with the hotel’s deni-
zens. But when fate puts the life of 
a young girl in his hands, he must 
draw on all his ingenuity to protect 
the future she deserves. Hailed for 
its humor, intrigue, and beautifully 
rendered scenes, this singular nov-
el casts a spell as it relates the 
Count’s endeavor to become a 
man of purpose. 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – 
POWER WASHING &  
SEALCOATING 
Thanks to everyone who partici-
pated in the Fall clean up.  
 
October was power 
washing time. First 
the furnace filters, 
then all concrete 
sidewalks entering/around the Col-
umbarium, annex, church/patio 
entrance and mobility sidewalk. 
Once clean, I was able to seal the 
concrete with a solvent- based, 
low-gloss product that will prevent 
winter salt damage and allow easy 
removal of all future stains.  
 
Many thanks to our Thursday 
morning ground’s crew of Rawley 
Manning, Rod Moser and Bob Al-
exander for all their hard work; 
also to Kirby Miller and Verne Er-
ickson for helping us pass the 
lighting requirements of the recent 
fire inspection and to Dean 
Birkholz for bringing our sprinkler 
system back to life after a year of 
hibernation. The month also in-
cluded many dances with the 

leaves, ants and weed 
pulling yoga around the 
church preparing for our 
fresh white blanket of 

winter wonderland to arrive soon!  
Tom Wiblishauser 

Christmas Choir 

Have you always wanted to sing with the Nativity Choir but you just don't have the time to com-
mit to the whole year? Or, have you always wondered if singing with the Nativity Choir is some-
thing you would enjoy? Then why not consider joining us on a trial basis for the Christmas Eve Choir? 
Looking for singers of all voice parts to join the Nativity Choir on Christmas Eve. No auditions are required. The 
only requirements are that you can sing on Christmas Eve at the 3:00pm and 5:00pm services and that you attend 
Wednesday rehearsals at 7:00pm on December 1st, December 8th, December 15th, and December 22nd. Decem-
ber 24th call time prior to the 3:00pm service is 1:30pm.  
***PLEASE NOTE: Due to Covid concerns and issues, this year to sing in the Christmas Choir you must be fully vac-
cinated. If you are not fully vaccinated, you will not be allowed to sing with the choir*** 
Please contact Iver Hubert with any questions. Hope to see you singing with us! 



PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF, 
CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, and so much more!!   

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Monday, November 1 

Equipping Parents 

 

Friday, November 5 

Purse Bingo 

 

Saturday, November 6 

8th and 9th Grade Retreat 

Turn Clocks Back! 

 

Monday, November 15 

Coffee and Conversation 

 

Wednesday, November 17 

Dinner for All 

Third Wednesday Worship 

re:Install 

 

Tuesday, November 23 

Bingo at Outtakes 

 

Thursday, November 25 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!! 

 

Saturday, November 27 

Youth Shopping for PRISM and  

“Youthgiving”  

 

Sunday, December 5 

Christmas Craft Event 

 

Sunday, December 12 

Sunday School Christmas 
Program 

NOVEMBER FOCUS -  HOLIDAY TOYS (ESPECIALLY GIFTS FOR TEENS)  – 
This year’s Holiday Toy Shoppe will be held at PRISM Thursday through-
Saturday, December 16th-18th.  Volunteers will be needed to help sort 
toys the days before the event, as well as to be “Shopper Helpers” on 
the 16th-18th.  Gifts for Teens are again the most needed items – such 
as headphones and earbuds, gaming keyboards, nice makeup kits, gel 
nail polish, fuzzy socks, blanket shirts, graphic t-shirts, art products, and 
gift cards.  Deadline to drop off toys at church is December 6th. 
 
New this year is a partnership with Two Men & A Truck, which will have 
four donation stations throughout the area during November – the 
11th, 13th, 18th and 20th. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to shop online and have your pur-
chase shipped direct to PRISM.  How easy is that!!  Look for more infor-
mation in the Holy Post or at prismmpls.org as details get finalized. 
 
WALK TO END HUNGER – “NO HUNGER NOVEMBER” EVENT  – This 
year the Walk will be held throughout November at the Mall of Ameri-
ca.  There will be participant packs, store coupons, and kid events.  
PRISM has set up a team with a goal of raising $20,000 to support food, 
clothing and housing support in our community.  Go to Walk to End 
Hunger 2021 for all the details and to join PRISM’s team.   
 
 SHOP FOR CHANGE – The PRISM Thrift Store is doing great – raised 
$32,000 in September! – which goes directly to support PRISM pro-
grams.  More volunteers are needed to sort and price incoming dona-
tions, work the register and provide customer service in the store.  Vol-
unteers need to be 16 years+ or be accompanied by an adult.  The 
store is open every Saturday as well.  Remember the store is open to 
the public so stop in and check it out.   
  
GET INVOLVED – There are also volunteer opportunities to work at the 
Front Desk – 2 hour shifts Monday-Friday.  To learn more, contact No-
lan Isaacson, Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or via email – 
nisaacson@prismmpls.org.  Schedule a time with Nolan to visit PRISM, 
get a tour, and find out what opportunity fits you best! 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/walktoendhunger/team/886790/?blm_aid=31865
https://event.walktoendhunger.org/event/walktoendhunger/team/886790/?blm_aid=31865
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am Sunday 
worship services:  

https://www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up for 
you in Facebook when it starts. You 
can access our Sunday worship 
bulletin at www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen to 
the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
The Centering Prayer group 
meets twice a month on Monday 
evenings from 5:30-6:30pm via 
Zoom.  November dates are 
11/08 and 11/22.  If you have 
any interest in learning more 
about Centering Prayer and/or 
joining us, please contact Kari 
Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 

NOVEMBER 
MISSION OFFERING  

is designated to 

ELCA WORLD 
HUNGER 

As members of the ELCA, working 
with and through our 

congregations, ELCA World 
Hunger is uniquely positioned to 

reach communities in need.   
From health clinics to microloans, 
water wells to animal husbandry, 

community meals to advocacy, 
your gifts to ELCA World Hunger 
make it possible for the ELCA to 
respond, supporting sustainable 

solutions that get at the root 
causes of hunger and poverty. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 
 

The family of former member 
Bob Zimdars upon his death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn        

for they will be comforted”    
~ Matthew 5:4 

BIBLE STUDY 
 Weekly Bible Study 
continues in person 

on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information. 

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets Thursdays in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00am.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Just 
come to chat and have coffee 
and treats if you don’t sew….and 
maybe you can learn how! 

Join us for Purse 
Bingo on Friday, 
November 5th at 
1:00pm!  Please 
collect gently used 

(or new!) purses and wallets, etc. 
to donate. You can bring them 
into the office any time. 

November Coffee and 
Conversation will be on 
Monday, November 

15th, from 3:00-4:30pm.  Please 
come join in the fun! 

SENIOR FITNESS - 
HOW MUCH IS 
ENOUGH/TOO 
MUCH? 
The National Institutes of Health 
recommends that seniors partici-
pate a minimum of 150 minutes 
of moderate aerobic activity 
weekly, combined with strength 
conditioning, balance, and flexi-
bility exercises. Symptoms of 
overuse include needing longer 
rest periods, experiencing over-
use injuries, feeling exhausted 
versus energized or being sore 
afterwards. Know your limits and 
listen to your body’s cues, stay 
hydrated with plenty of water, 
take it slow and exercise with a 
partner to make it fun.     
Tom Wiblishauser 

We have an absolutely 
wonderful volunteer 
opportunity available!  
Can be individual or a group!  
Only once a month!! 
It’s for a KITCHEN KLEANER! Just 
need to keep the kitchen orga-
nized and clean.  Possibly numer-
ous individuals and then you only 
need to do it every few months! 
Contact the office to volunteer!  

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Re: Install 
How many of us went through Confirmation, but have since forgotten almost everything we 
learned? How many of us were far too immature at the time of our Confirmation for any of 
what we learned to matter? How many of us have come to faith as adults, or were raised in 
a different faith tradition? Probably…a lot.  
 

re:Install is your chance to explore the foundations of faith—for the first time or the second!—and make 
connections as to why and how it matters in your own life. The goal is that you walk away with a deeper un-
derstanding of the concepts we take for granted in our life as a church (theology, Bible knowledge, sacra-
ments) and that, at the end of our time together, you are better able to articulate what you believe and why 
it matters.  

Who is it for? Anyone older than 18 who wants to keep learning and growing in their faith!  

What is the commitment? 7 weeks—one Wednesday a month from October 2021 to April 2022. There might 
be some readings or light assignments given in between sessions, but the primary commitment is 1 hour per 
session for 7 sessions. Classes will meet on the third Wednesday of each month, at 7:00pm.  

Where? We will meet in the Fellowship Hall. The youth room will be open, if you have students who will be 
staying after Confirmation or tagging along and need a place to hang out or finish up homework. 

Questions? Contact Pastor Ashley! pastorashley@holynativity.net 

Sign-Up? Use this link to sign-up.  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall 

There are many benefits to having a columbarium on the church grounds to serve our congregation, past and 
present, and their family members. It keeps loved ones close to our worship community after they pass and 
provides a tranquil space for reflection and remembrance.  

Planning for our future isn’t always on the top of our “to do” lists but making a choice now about where 
you’d prefer to be inurned is a way to stay connected to the HN community and share in our rich history. It 
also allows you to lock in lower prices. Below is a comparison with the lowest priced option at a neighboring 
columbarium. Even if you prefer to be interred elsewhere, you can still place a memorial plaque on the wall 
to stay connected and remembered. 

Choosing cremation and inurnment in a columbarium niche is also a more environmentally friendly alterna-
tive to traditional burial. Inurnment in a columbarium uses less land, it requires less ongoing maintenance 
and reduces the need for harsh embalming chemicals.  

Consider making a strong choice about your future today. 

At present fees are:  

First wall    Second wall              Comparison 

$1250 Half niche-1 urn     $1350  $4500 

$2400 Full niche-2 urns     $2600   $7,800 

$250   Memorial plaque     $300 

mailto:pastorashley@holynativity.net
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall


HNLC OUTREACH COMMITTEE:  Serving people near and far, with your help! 

The five members of the Outreach Committee are diligently addressing needs in a wide 
spectrum of areas: congregational, regional, national, and international. With your help – 
through donations and volunteer participation – we can Help All Know God’s Love around 
the world and within our own church pews. As we plan for 2022, we’ll provide you with information about 
the organizations that receive our monthly monetary support AND introduce you to opportunities to partici-
pate in easy, one-time activities OR on-going voluntary efforts. 

One example is our renewed partnership with Meadow Lake Elementary School. Some of you have done this 
in the past – and we welcome you to sign up again! – and others may want to give this a try. There are short- 
and long-term opportunities, so please reach out to Connie Toavs for more details OR contact the school di-
rectly:  Mindy_Potvin@rdale.org. Please mention that you are a member of Holy Nativity. 

We also provide dinner once a month for the New Hope TreeHouse center for teens, and we can always use 
help with those meals. Please contact Cindy Ernst if you’d like to be part of that rotating volunteer effort. 

Take a look at the article by committee member Pat Harwell on this month’s PRISM needs. She’ll soon be 
providing details for their Christmas drive; presents for all ages of children will be collected to help those 
families have a happy holiday. 

Next year, we’ll start supporting Families Moving Forward again by providing two meals for the three sepa-
rate weeks that families are housed at St. James. This is part of the Wildfire Churches’ efforts to serve our 
community in this critical capacity. 

If you’re looking for other national outreach opportunities initiated by the ELCA, check out the website for 
the MN Lutheran Advocacy:   

https://email18.secureserver.net/compose.php?sendto=lutheranadvocacymn%40gmail.com 

If you have any questions about other ways to volunteer, feel free to reach out to Nancy Hanson 
(ncsa81@wblmn.com) or other committee members. 

We know that the only way we can do this important work is to make outreach a congregation-wide effort. 
Thank you in advance to walking beside us as we serve those in need. 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver Support groups will meet at 10:00am on the First and Third Tuesdays of each month in 
the library at House of Hope Lutheran Church located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. in New Hope. 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver support group is to enhance the caregivers’ coping skills 
through mutual support and informational sharing. 
Questions?  Please contact House of Hope Parish Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-408-2049 or the co-
facilitator Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-8333. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Masks and Covid-19 vaccinations required. 

Thank you to all who attended the congregational meeting on Sunday, Oc-
tober 17th. There were approximately 30 confirmed members in attend-
ance. The primary focus was to thank our out-going Council Members: Ti-

na Haugstad, Mark Chamberlain and Alice Loddigs and vote on new members Emily Spanjers and Joe Gartner 
(staying on 2nd term). Two additional spors are needed to fill (please consider joining!). A special thank you 
to Mark for all his work on the Property Team over the past several years as he spearheaded the renovations 
made to our worship space and narthex, including a new sound booth and equipment.  A brief financial up-
date was also given by Treasurer, Milt Ferris. 

mailto:Mindy_Potvin@rdale.org
https://email18.secureserver.net/compose.php?sendto=lutheranadvocacymn%40gmail.com
mailto:ncsa81@wblmn.com


Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, October 19, 2021 (via Zoom) 

Continued Next Page   

Virtual Meeting Called to Order by President Alan Sommervold at 7:03pm 
Opening Prayer. Pastor Ashley 
Council Devotions: Milton Ferris 
Welcome new Council Member!   Emily Spanjers and returning second-term council member, Joe Gartner. 
Secretary’s Report: 
Moved Milton Ferris to approve the September minutes as presented. Seconded Joe Gartner. Carried. 
Financial Report for the period ending September 30, 2021 was received and entered into the record. 
The September 2021 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($5,400), which is ($10,300) below budget; 

however, roughly $5,900 better than last year's YTD surplus/(deficit). 
Offerings continue to lag behind budget and the amount given last year.  September offerings were roughly 

($2,600) less than budget and offerings are ($31,000) less than the YTD budget.  Year-to-date offerings are 
also running ($8,400) behind last year.  

We continue to see savings in expenses, with September coming in under budget by $900 and YTD expenses 
coming in $18,200 under budget.  

OLD BUSINESS 
Congregational Response to Racial injustice 
Adult education will support this important topic through continuing book studies.  

Council Host Sign-up    https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044eaea623a75-hnlc 
Organizing Council Member Roles 
President: Alan Sommervold (2022)   Vice President: Becky Nichols (2023) 
Treasurer: Milton Ferris (2022)   Secretary: Marisa Lerum (2022) and Parish Life (temporary) 
Joe Gartner (2024)         Property   Jon Peterson (2023)       Worship, Arts, Music 
Jeremy Schmitz (2023)  Stewardship  Emily Spanjers (2024)    Hospitality 

  Connie Toavs (2022)      Outreach   April Umana (2023)        Education 
  Youth and Parish Life liaisons remain open 
 
Jon Peterson moved to accept this current slate of duties. Jeremy Schmitz Seconded. Carried. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044eaea623a75-hnlc


Council Minutes Continued  

NEW BUSINESS 
Faith Practices and Neighboring 
Practices    
Connie Toavs and Emily Spanjers 
Our team of five members 
attended a full day of retreat in 
late September to begin to un-
derstand this new project. We 
are in a group of 5 other congre-
gations, 4 of which are Wildfire 
congregations. The project is 
funded by Lilly through the Min-
neapolis Area Synod. Working 
together as a cohort, we are 
asked to do some specific things 
to develop our own personal 
faith practice, listening to God; 
and then, start building relation-
ships with each other, or some-
one in the community, and listen 
to them to learn where they are 
coming from. We will begin 
meeting together as a cohort 
next week to deepen our rela-
tionship with God and with our 
neighbors, walking along side our 
neighbors. This is an organized 
process, while allowing the con-
gregations to develop where to 
build new relationships together. 
Council will also be encouraged 
to develop some of these practic-
es, as well as inviting the congre-
gation to participate.  
Memorial expenditure to sup-
port furniture for lounge 
Moved to spend $125 from the 
memorial account to finish pay-
ment for new furniture in the 
lounge. Joe Gartner. April Umana 
Seconded. Carried. 
Continue with Zoom or return to 
In-Person council meetings? 
It was agreed to meet at least 
quarterly in person, to begin no 
earlier than November. Alan 
Sommervold will look at potential 
dates and will communicate pro-
posed schedule. 

PASTOR’S REPORTS 
Pastor Jason Report to Coun-
cil October 2021 
Please accept my regrets for 
not being able to attend to-
night’s meeting. I will instead 
be attending my kids’ orches-
tra concert at Armstrong High 
School. 
I will be on vacation October 
20-24, taking advantage of 
MEA to do some college visits 
with Franklin. 
Worship attendance has in-
creased since Labor Day. 
We’ve averaged about 115 
attendees since September 12.  
We still have a small group 
watching online each Sunday. 
The Child Care Center contin-
ues to operate normally and is 
doing well financially. Due to 
cases of COVID, two class-
rooms are currently shut down 
for ten days. 
The stewardship campaign, 
“Caring, Connected, Com-
mitted,” is happening now. 
Intent cards will be mailed out 
this week with a brochure and 
letter. They should be re-
turned on October 31. 
The Faith Practices and Neigh-
boring Practices program has 
begun. Connie Toavs and Emily 
Spanjers will share what we 
have learned/done thus far.  
Expect reports each month 
about the program. 
Pastor Ashley Report to Coun-
cil, October 2021 
Re:Install, our Adult Confirma-
tion class starts tomorrow 
night! I have 10 people signed 
up—I’m super excited!  
Monday, November 1, at 6:30 
PM is the next Equipping Par-
ents conversation! This pro-
gram has been on hiatus dur-
ing the pandemic, so I am ex-
cited to be bringing it back. 

We have a guest speaker from 
NAMI coming to discuss early 
warning signs of mental illness in 
children and youth. This is a su-
per timely, important discussion, 
so I hope parents and grandpar-
ents and caregivers of all kinds 
will attend! 
November 6 is the Tough Stuff 
retreat for both 8th and 9th 
grade students. We’ll have an 
afternoon to discuss hard things: 
sex, alcohol, social media, and 
how God/our faith factors into 
the decisions we make.  
Our first Wildfire event was a 
success, with about 50 students 
at Holy Nativity earlier this 
month. It’s great to get students 
back together with our partner 
churches.  
I continue to make visits to our 
members and am always availa-
ble for a coffee or lunch or con-
versation! 
Youth are selling butter braids, 
fund raising for their activities 
and the Youth Gathering next 
summer. 

Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 

Adjournment 8:35pm 
Moved to adjourn, Jon Peterson. 
Seconded Becky Nichols. Carried. 
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