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The Season  

 of Advent Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastors Word CHRISTMAS 
WORSHIP 
with Holy 

Communion 
Friday  

December 24th 

Christmas Eve 
3:00pm (In-Person and 

On-Line) 

5:00pm (In Person) 

10:00pm (In Person) 

 

Saturday 

December 25th 

Christmas  
On-Line Video 

Available All Day 

Contribute to a  

Christmas Poinsettia 
The cost is $12 per 

plant. Please designate 

it in honor or memory 

of a loved one.  You 

can find poinsettia envelopes 

with your offering envelopes or 

you can pick one up in the Nar-

thex.  Please turn in your enve-

lope by Sunday, December 19th 

by placing it in the red bag in 

the Narthex or leaving it on 

Linda’s desk.   

DO NOT place it in the offer-

ing plate. Thank you. 

Depending on who you ask, there 
are anywhere from 50 to 200 
names for Jesus in the Bible. These 
are names, titles, and even images 
used to describe who Jesus is and 
who he is for us. Names like Christ, 
Rabbi, Son of God, Light of the 
World, True Vine, Lamb of God, and 
others. There are a lot of good 
names to choose from, but my all-
time favorite name for Jesus is Em-
manuel. It always has been, and 
probably always will be.   

Emmanuel means “God with us,” 
and we first hear this name associ-
ated with Jesus in the gospel of 
Matthew.  When an angel of the 
Lord appears to Joseph, and fills 
him in on everything that’s going 
on with Mary, the angel tells Jo-
seph an ancient prophecy from the 
book of Isaiah: “See, the virgin will 
conceive and bear a son, and they 
will call him Emmanuel.” This an-
cient prophecy is coming true, the 
angel claims, through Mary and 
through Jesus, who will indeed be 
our Emmanuel, God with us.  

This is my favorite name for Jesus 
because of what it points to. Em-
manuel, God with us, doesn’t point 
to a God who is far away. It doesn’t 
point to a God who is detached. It 
doesn’t point to a God who is un-
derwhelmed or overwhelmed by 
the human experience. Instead, 
Emmanuel, God with us, points to a 
God who lives here, among hu-
mans, with you and with me. It 
points to a God who is beside, next 
to, and with. It points to a God who 
is intimately wrapped up in the hu-

man experience, living into it fully by 
undertaking the trauma of birth, the 
devastation of death, and everything 
in between.  

As Covid continues to disrupt nor-
malcy, as anxiety and depression 
rates continue to rise, and as uncer-
tainty about the future leaves us 
uneasy, it is good to know that Jesus 
is God with us. It is good to know 
that whatever we are going through, 
God is in the midst of it. God gets it. 
God understands.  

This Advent season, there will be 
many opportunities to prepare for 
the birth of our Emmanuel at Holy 
Nativity. I’ll be providing daily video 
devotions on our Facebook group; 
Third Wednesday Worship on De-
cember 15 will give you an oppor-
tunity to think of the ways God en-
ters your life, personally; and wor-
ship on Christmas Eve at 3, 5, and 10 
PM will be a chance for us to corpo-
rately praise God for coming to live 
among us. 

In the midst of the chaos of this sea-
son and this year, remember our 
Emmanuel. Our God with us. Our 
God, who out of deep love for us, 
moves into our world, our town, and 
our lives. Our God, who puts on 
flesh and bone in order to know us, 
to walk with us, and to show us 
God’s immeasurable love and mer-
cy. Remember this, as you are pre-
paring and celebrating. Remember 
this as you are anxious and griev-
ing… 

Born to us on Christmas is Jesus, our 
Emmanuel. God is with us.      

In advent anticipation, Pastor Ashley 



Adult Forum meets in the 

Sanctuary every Sunday at 
10:45am. 
 

The December schedule is: 
 

12/5:   ELCA World Hunger  
Advent Study Parts One & Two 
 
12/12:  No Forum—Sunday 
School Christmas Program Cookie 
Reception 
 
12/19:  ELCA World Hunger  
Advent Study Parts Three & Four 
 
12/26:  No Education Hour 

December 15th is our next Third 
Wednesday Worship! Come cele-
brate Advent with a meaningful 
worship experience and a take-
home craft!  Also, join us for dinner 
5:45pm,followed by worship at 
6:30pm and re:Install at 7:00pm! 

Please join the Sunday School in celebrating Christmas at 
this year’s Sunday School Christmas Program! The pro-
gram will be taking place during the church service at 
9:30am on December 12th. After the program, we will 

gather for cookies, hot cocoa, and coffee in the Fellowship Hall. If you 
are able to donate cookies for this event, you can drop them off before 
the service on December 12th. The kids are working really hard on their 
performances and we are excited to share the season with you! 

CHRISTMAS  

COOKIES NEEDED! 

 
Holy Nativity Youth 
will be bringing 
cookies to some of 
our shut-ins on De-
cember 15th.  If you have a doz-
en (or two) Christmas Cookies to 
spare, please bring your cookies 
before Wednesday, December 
15th (marked “Cookies & Carols”) 
and put them in the freezer in 
the kitchen storage closet.  
Please donate only cookies with-
out nuts.  If you have questions, 
please contact Wendy Grimes. 

Confirmation:  
Remember that December 15 is Third Wednesday Wor-
ship, which means that Confirmation begins at 6:30pm, 
with worship as a family.  
Then, we will be delivering cookies to shut-ins! We are bringing Cook-
ies and Carols back, minus the carols. Students will be split into 
groups and sent out to deliver a little Christmas Cheer. They will be 
expected to wear masks while traveling in cars with other students. If 
you would prefer your student NOT participate in this activity, please 
let Pastor Ashley know. We will have alternative plans at church, but 
need to be prepared.  
There is no Confirmation on the 22nd or the 29th—Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! I look forward to being with you again in the 
New Year!  

Attention, all youth: Camp Wapo dates are here! Holy Nativity will be 

going to Camp Wapo—August 7th-12th, 2022  Registration begins on 

January 15th. Stay tuned for more information!  

Thank you to all who attended the 
Oktoberfest! I want to especially 
thank Lori and John at Under Pres-

sure Brewery for all the hospitality and silent auction donations that 
night. With their help, we were able to raise $260 for the youth sum-
mer trip.  
 
Greatly appreciate the Hospitality team - Deb Gardner, Emily Spanjers 
and Alice Loddigs for their help pulling our first HN Oktoberfest event 
together.  
 
The Winners of our Stein Holding contest were Jim Monner, Connie 
Toavs & Milton Ferris each winning a $25 gift card to UPB. Nancy 
Dickinson and Laura Sommervold won our drawing for $60 beer 
flight.  
 
See ya next year! 
Tina Haugstad, Hospitality 



Book Look 

As a sequel to Bear 
Town, Fredrik Back-
man has written Us 
Against You, a story about a 
town that falls and then rises. 
A small community tucked deep 
in the forest, Bear Town is home 
to tough, hardworking people 
who don’t expect life to be easy 
or fair. No matter how difficult 
times get, they’ve always been 
able to take pride in their local 
ice hockey team. So it’s a cruel 
blow when they hear that Bear 
Town ice hockey might soon be 
disbanded. What makes it worse 
is the obvious satisfaction that all 
the former Bear Town players, 
who now play for a rival team in 
the neighboring town of Hed, 
take in that fact. As the tension 
mounts between the two adver-
saries, a newcomer arrives and 
Bear Town hockey gets a surpris-
ing new coach and a chance at a 
comeback. 
Soon, a team starts to take shape 
around Amat, the fastest player 
you’ll ever see; Benji, the intense 
lone wolf; always dutiful and ea-
ger-to-please Bobo; and Vidar, a 
born-to-be-bad troublemaker. 
But bringing this team together 
proves to be a challenge as old 
bonds are broken, new ones are 
formed, and the town’s enmity 
with Hed grows more and more 
acute. 
Here is a declaration of love for 
all the big and small, bright and 
dark stories that give form and 
color to our communities. With 
immense compassion and in-
sight, Fredrik Backman reveals 
how loyalty, friendship and kind-
ness can carry a town through its 
most challenging days. 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – 
JOY of CHANGING SEASONS 

Thanks again to 
Mark Chamberlain, 
Verne Erickson, Kirby 
Miller, Jan and Dean 

Birkholz, and Maxine Peterson 
for their help in the Fall Clean-up 
including the seven Word of Life 
Youth who have consistently 
washed our outside windows the 
past few years. The event accom-
plished storing lawn furniture, 
taking down daycare shade, 
washing inside windows and gar-
age cleanout. November was a 
raking month and 
sprinkler system over-
all by Dean and me 
and blowout. Thanks 
to Bob Alexander, Dean Birkholz 
for all their help raking leaves 
and Rawley Manning for mulch-
ing the west side in his weekly 
mowing. J have been able to spot 
clean our new carpet as the situ-
ation requires with our H2O hy-
drogen peroxide solution. I was 
also able to purchase a new 
steam mop for the altar linoleum, 
bathroom and kitchen tile, and 
Fellowship laminate which 
should allow a more thorough 
cleaning. Now we can look for-
ward to our next season dancing 
with the snow!  
Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR FITNESS-
ALTERNATIVES TO REFINED 
SUGAR 

Most of us consume far 
too much added sugar 

in the form of sweeteners such as 
pure sugar or high fructose corn 
syrup added to beverages, cere-
als, snacks, and desserts. Diets 
high in added sugar can be 
strongly linked to medical condi-
tions such as heart disease, dia-
betes, obesity, and fatty liver dis-
ease. Here are 10 alternatives to 
refined sugar. Stevia is a natural 
sweetener derived from the 
leaves of the South African shrub 
Stevia rebaudiana which has no 
calories and up to 450 times 
sweeter than sugar. Sugar alco-
hols or polyols is a type of carbo-
hydrate naturally found in fruits 
and vegetables with few calories 
and no affect on blood sugar. 
Monk fruit sweetener from the 
Siraitia grosvenoril plant of China 
with no calories and 300 times 
sweeter than sugar. Allulose or D
-allulose is a sugar that has 70% 
sweetness of table sugar with 
much less calories. The other six 
that you may use as a substitute 
for sugar in recipes are dates, 
applesauce or other fruit purees, 
Yacon syrup (extracted from the 
yacon plant of South Africa), hon-
ey, maple syrup and molasses. 
Otherwise, just exercise more to 
use all the excess sugar you may 
be consuming.  

Christmas Eve Prelude Musicians Needed!! 
If you play an instrument, you are invited to play during 
the “prelude” time for the 3:00pm and 5:00pm services.  
All ages …. kids to adults …. groups are also welcome!  

Please contact Lisa Baker at lisa@holynativity.net or sign up online 
(watch for a link on Facebook or in the Holy Post) by Sunday, Decem-
ber 19th.   



PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF, 
CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, and so much more!!   

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Wednesday,  December 1 

Sarah Circle 

 

Saturday, December 4 

Sunday School Program Rehearsal 

 

Sunday December 5 

Youthgiving Shopping 

Christmas Craft Event for All 

 

Friday, December 10 

Elizabeth Circle 

 

Saturday, December 11 

Sunday School Program Rehearsal 

 

Sunday December 12 

Sunday School Program 

Treble Tones Concert 

 

Wednesday, December 15 

Third Wednesday Worship 

Cookies and Carols 

re:Install 

 

Friday, December 24 

Office Closed 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

 

Saturday, December 25 

Christmas Morning On-Line Worship 
Service 

 

Sunday, December 26 

Youth Party at Pastor Ashley’s 

 

Tuesday, December 28 

Bingo at Outtakes 

 

DECEMBER FOCUS -  HOLIDAY TOYS (ESPECIALLY GIFTS FOR TEENS)  – 
This year’s Holiday Toy Shoppe will be held at PRISM Thursday – Satur-
day, December 16th-18th.  Volunteers will be needed to help sort toys 
the week of December 6th, as well as to be “Shopper Helpers” on the 
16th-18th.  Gifts for Teens are again the most needed items – such as 
headphones and earbuds, gaming keyboards, nice makeup kits, gel nail 
polish, fuzzy socks, blanket shirts, graphic t-shirts, art products, and gift 
cards. Take an ornament from the PRISM Tree in the Narthex, shop on-
line at Target or Amazon gift registries from the comfort of home and 
have your purchase shipped direct to PRISM, or drop of cash, check or 
gift cards in the office and the youth ;will do the shopping for you.  The 
link is on the PRISM website or at www/linktr.ee/prismmpls.    Deadline 
to drop off toys at church is by noon on Monday, December 6th. 
 
TWO MEN AND A TRUCK FOOD DRIVE AT HY-VEE – Wednesday, De-
cember 8th, 9:00am – 7:00pm.  A PRISM volunteer will hand you a list 
of most needed food items – select whatever you can when you shop, 
put items in a separate bag when you check out, and volunteers will 
load your donation in the truck in the parking lot and deliver to PRISM.  
Another easy way to help our community during the holidays. 
  
GET INVOLVED – There are always ways to help at PRISM – one-time 
opportunities or a regular schedule that fits your availability.  To learn 
more, contact Nolan Isaacson, Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or 
via email – nisaacson@prismmpls.org.  Schedule a time with Nolan to 
visit PRISM, get a tour, and find out what opportunity fits you best! 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver Support groups will meet at 10:00am on the First 
and Third Tuesdays of each month in the library at House of Hope 
Lutheran Church located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. in New Hope. 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver support group is to enhance the care-
givers’ coping skills through mutual support and informational shar-
ing. 
Questions?  Please contact House of Hope Parish Nurse, Debbie 
Haney at 612-408-2049 or the co-facilitator Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-
533-8333. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Masks and Covid-19 vaccinations required. 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am Sunday 
worship services:  
https://

www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up for 
you in Facebook when it starts. You 
can access our Sunday worship 
bulletin at www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen to 
the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting on Zoom 
The Centering Prayer group 
meets in person twice a month 
on Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  December dates are 
12/13and 12/27.  If you have any 
interest in learning more about 
Centering Prayer and/or joining 
us, please contact Kari Johnson 
at (karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

DECEMBER 
MISSION OFFERING  

is designated to 

BEACON’S FAMILIES 
MOVING FORWARD 

This program offers hospitality, 
emergency shelter and a path to 

home with support for stability to 
families experiencing 

homelessness.  Over 60 Twin City 
congregations volunteer space, 

meals and caring. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 
 

The family of Nancy Dickinson  
upon the death of her mother 
Shirlee Urness 
 
The family of Jake Kolar upon his 
death 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn        

for they will be comforted”    
~ Matthew 5:4 

 

BIBLE STUDY 
 Weekly Bible Study 
continues in person 

on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information. 

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets Thursdays in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00am.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Just 
come to chat and have coffee 
and treats if you don’t sew….and 
maybe you can learn how! 

Spreading Joy &  
Changing Lives  

“The heart of the giver makes 
the gift dear and precious” – 

Martin Luther  

During this 
season of 
giving, please 
consider the 

Holy Nativity Endowment Fund 
for gifts. A percentage of the 
fund value is used each year to 
pay for items that enrich our 
lives at Holy Nativity and are 
separate from the annual 
budget. This year the 
Endowment Fund was able to 
award money for several 
special requests benefiting 
church groups. Endowment 
memorials and tributes 
recognize someone special, 
mark special occasions, and 
remember a loved one. We give 
from our abundance and our 
thankfulness for God’s 
goodness. (Be sure to note 
“Endowment Fund” on your 
check.)  

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7




Family Camp is Back!!! Join us for a mid-winter weekend of family connection and relaxation!! We’ll 
head to Camp Wapo, where our students attend Bible Camp every summer. We’ll have time to un-
wind, play, worship, and experience Sabbath rest. There will be some “programming,” but most of 
our time will be spent on outdoor activities, games, movies, puzzles, and more. This is not just one 
more jam-packed weekend. Carve out some time for your family and to be with other families from 
Holy Nativity. You’ll be glad you did!  

Here is everything you need to know:  

• Dates: Friday, January 28—Sunday, January 30, 2022 

• Time: Arrive on Friday between 7:00 and 8:00 PM, leave on Sunday by 1:00 PM at the latest 

• Location: Lake Wapogasset Lutheran Bible Camp: 738 Hickory Point Lane, Amery, WI 

• Transportation: You are responsible for your own transportation to camp! 

• Lodging: We will be in one large building with separate rooms for each family. Rooms have a number of twin bunk-
beds in them and a bathroom. 

• Cost: The cost for the weekend, which includes lodging and three meals on Saturday, as well as brunch on Sunday 
morning, is as follows. However, please note that there is a $275.00 family maximum, so no family will pay more 
than that! 

 Adults: $85.00 

 Ages 12-17: $55.00 

 Ages 3-11: $45.00 

 Under age 3: Free 
Who: You get to define “family” for yourself! If you have children, if you are a couple, or if you are an individual who 
just wants to spend time with other families, you are welcome! 
More information will be sent out after you’ve registered. Covid guidelines will be communicated as we get closer to 
the event. Talk to Pastor Ashley if you need information prior to that! You can pick up a registration form on the board 
to the left of the Sanctuary or you can register online: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-
family However you register, please do so by Sunday, December 19, and get a $75.00 deposit to Pastor Ashley! 

HNLC OUTREACH COMMITTEE:  Updates and Opportunities 

Here’s what our committee – with your help! – has been working on as well as some upcoming 
volunteer opportunities: 

Thanks to those who answered the call to volunteer at Meadow Lake Elementary School. Some of us helped with 
their annual Media (Book) sale earlier this month. It was a great success AND provided us with a chance to shop for 
Christmas presents! There are still plenty of short- and long-term opportunities at the school, so please reach out to 
Connie Toavs for more details OR contact the school directly:  Mindy_Potvin@rdale.org. Please mention that you are 
a member of Holy Nativity. 

We continue to provide dinner once a month for the New Hope TreeHouse center for teens. Please check the weekly 
Holy Post for opportunities to provide food items and/or help serve. 

PRISM is gearing up for their annual Holiday Toy Shoppe. Be on the lookout for the Christmas tree in the narthex; 
we’ll be collecting gifts there until 12/6. You can also check out the PRISM article and the Holy Post for links to a 
shopping list. This year you can order directly from Target and Amazon without even leaving your home! 

December is also the month where we bring poinsettias and cards to our members who have difficulty attending 
church regularly. We’ll have a link in an upcoming Holy Post for you to sign up to help deliver this holiday cheer. 

If you have any questions about other ways to volunteer, feel free to reach out to Nancy Hanson 
(ncsa81@wblmn.com) or other committee members. 

Thank you for partnering with us as we do this important outreach work! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-family
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-family
mailto:Mindy_Potvin@rdale.org
mailto:ncsa81@wblmn.com


Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, November 16, 2021 (via Zoom) 

Continued Next Page   

Virtual Meeting Called to Order by Alan Sommervold at 7:03pm. 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason 
Secretary’s Report: M/S/Approved October meeting minutes. 
Financial Report for the period ending: October 31, 2021:  
The October 2021 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($11,800), which is ($14,100) below budget; 

however, roughly $5,300 better than last year's YTD surplus/(deficit). 
Offerings continue to lag behind budget and the amount given last year.  October offerings were roughly 
($3,300) less than budget and offerings are ($34,300) less than the YTD budget.  Year-to-date offerings are 
also running ($6,600) behind last year.   
We continue to see savings in expenses, with October coming in under budget by $1,800 and YTD expenses 
coming in $20,000 under budget. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
~ Congregational Response to Racial Injustice: Continuing to do Adult Education around this topic. 
~ Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices,  Connie Toavs 
The team created a stakeholder map to show all of our relationships throughout the community and within 
the church, in order to see strengths and areas for renewal.  The team members are to talk one-to-one with 
someone in the community monthly.  Suggestions and volunteers are welcome!  Connie met with an Eng-
lish Language teacher at Meadow Lake. 
The team also learned about different types of Psalms and how they’ve been used in worship, both in the 
past and currently.  Psalm themes can be praise, lament, gratitude, trust, etc.  Tuesday, November 23rd is 
the next group meeting, held at Holy Nativity. 
~ Continue with Zoom or return to In-Person council meetings. Confirm that Council wishes to do in-person 
meetings the first month of each calendar quarter – beginning with the January 18th  2022 meeting. Decem-
ber will be on Zoom.  January will be in person, particularly to approve proposed budget. 



Council Minutes Continued  

NEW BUSINESS: 
~ Appoint any other member(s) to 
Council to fill remaining open po-
sitions (2 – Youth & Parish Life). 
The bylaws permit us to appoint 
someone and have them elected 
during the next congregational 
meeting.   
Jane Rupprecht has volunteered 
to be a council member. M/S/
Approved to appoint Jane to 
council. 
~ Preliminary Budget Planning. 
Team liaisons may request 2021 
financial reports from Milt in or-
der to submit budget amount re-
quests for 2022. Complete budget 
worksheets by December 7th and 
return to Milt.  Note any new re-
quests so that they can be put 
into the budget. 
~ Annual Reports for ministry 
teams – Will need prior to next 
congregational meeting.  Council 
liaisons will work with their minis-
try teams to create these. Reports 
should be submitted to Linda by 
the first week of January. 
~ Meeting date for the congrega-
tional meeting will be January 
23rd, 2022.  
~ Internal review of HN financials 
completed. No issues to report. 
~ Discussion of gift card for Mark 
Chamberlain in recognition for his 
exceptional service with the 
Stream Team and recent con-
struction projects at the church.  
M/S/Approved a gift card for $200 
to Mark Chamberlain.  
~ Request to charter Boy Scout 
group: Boy Scout Troop 567 has 
asked if Holy Nativity would char-
ter their troop.  Leaders Jim Van 
Sistine, Gary Wittmer, and Chris 
Daniels joined the meeting to an-
swer any questions. Holy Nativity 
would give the troop space to 
meet and the relationship would 
provide potential partnerships in 
service projects and other youth 
ministry programs.  Chris Daniels 
would serve as the main point of 

contact between Holy Nativity and 
Troop 567. Three trailers would be 
parked in our parking lot and scouts 
would use the Fellowship Hall on 
Monday evenings. Need to check if 
our insurance would cover any po-
tential criminal acts.  Boy Scouts 
does a lot of training to avoid issues.  
Pastor Jason and Milt will have a few 
more people look over the legal con-
siderations. Leaning toward moving 
forward with this partnership.  Final 
vote to be held at the December 
meeting. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORTS:  
Pastor Jason’s Report to Council - 
November 2021 

1. Worship attendance has re-
mained steady since the start of the 
program year.  We’ve averaged 
about 110 since September. We still 
have a small group watching online 
each Sunday.  When you are council 
host, please remember to count 
worship attendance and put the 
count on one of the desks in the 
office. 

2. The Child Care Center continues 
to operate normally and is doing 
well financially. 

3. The stewardship campaign, 
“Caring, Connected, Committed,” 
has concluded, but we are still work-
ing on getting intent cards turned in. 
So far, we have 80 for a total of 
$228,550.  The next step is a target-
ed e-mail, followed by post cards 
and phone calls. 

4. Each year for the last few years, 
we have given $1,000 from Estate 
Gifts-Benevolence to Lutheran Cam-
pus Ministry.  I propose we do the 
same again this year. M/S/
Approved. 

5. I also propose we give $600 from 
Estate Gifts-Benevolence to be a 
sponsor for the Empty Bowls event. 
M/S/Approved. 
6. While COVID is still a thing, I 
would like to consider temporarily 
adding paid sick time for our hourly 
employees to encourage not coming 

to work while sick. Discussion of 
adding up to 2 weeks of paid sick 
time, if needed, while Covid is still a 
major force in our lives and commu-
nities. M/S/Approved. 
7. Need a council representative to 
the endowment committee.  Meets 
4-6 times a year.  Let Pastor Jason 
know if you are interested. 
 
Pastor Ashley’s Report to Council - 
November 2021 
~ Confirmation, re:Install, Third 
Wednesday Worship, and Coffee 
and Conversation continue to go 
well! It’s exciting to try some new 
things and to fall back into old rou-
tines! 
~ The youth fundraised around 
$1500.00 through the Butter Braid 
Fundraiser, so thank you for your 
contributions and support! That will 
help nearly 22 kids and adult leaders 
get to the Youth Gathering and 
Camp Wapo next summer.  
~ Family Camp is back!! We are 
heading to Family Camp January 28-
30, 2022. Information is going out 
soon!  
Dates for Camp Wapo are out: Au-
gust 7-12, 2022.  
~ In lieu of a Christmas Day worship 
service, I’ll be putting together 
something for families to watch or 
do together that day. Stay tuned for 
more information!  
~ Our ability to visit shut-ins has 
gotten much better. It’s nice to be 
able to see them again!  
~ I’m always available for conversa-
tion, support, brainstorming, etc!  
 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Adjournment – M/S/Approved at 
8:58 p.m. 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child Care 
Center is hiring.  
They are in need of 
someone by January.  Please con-
tact Brittany at 763-591-0681  
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