
Third Sunday 

after Epiphany 
 

 

Luke 4:14-21   
Near the beginning of Jesus’ 

public ministry, he visits his 

hometown of Nazareth. In the 

words of Isaiah, he states and 

claims his identity, purpose, 

and mission. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

In accordance with CDC guidelines,  

       please wear a mask even if you are vaccinated. 

 

The nursery is staffed and available during worship for kids ages 3 and under. 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
 

Worship “Stream Team” 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Brian Hanson 

Mark Eggert 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 
Quote: “You cannot conceive, nor can I, of the appalling strangeness of the mercy of God.”  

-Graham Greene 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

  

GATHERING MUSIC             “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                        Wayne L. Wold              

 

 

              

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who creates us, redeems us, and calls us by name.  

C: Amen 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and your beloved children. We have turned our 

faces away from your glory when it did not appear as we expected. We have rejected your word 

when it made us confront ourselves. We have failed to show hospitality to those you called us to 

welcome. Accept our repentance for the things we have done and the things we have left undone. 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us and lead us, that we may bathe in the 

glory of your Son born among us, and reflect your love for all creation. Amen. 

P: Rejoice in this good news: In Christ Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You are descendants of the Most 

High, adopted into the household of Christ, and inheritors of eternal life. Live as freed and forgiven 

children of God. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                    “O Day of Rest and Gladness”                           Hymnal #521             

 
 

 



 

5 

 

GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 13 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                “Glory to God”                                              Red Folder Pg. 14 

                                  (Congregation sings refrain to begin and after each verse) 

 

 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Blessed Lord God, you have caused the holy scriptures to be 

written for the nourishment of your people. Grant that we may hear them, read, mark, learn, and 

inwardly digest them, that, comforted by your promises, we may embrace and forever hold fast to 

the hope of eternal life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC                    “Come Sunday”              Duke Ellington 

                                          Kari Johnson 

 

Come Sunday, that’s the day. 

I believe that God put sun and moon up in the sky. 

I don’t mind the gray skies ‘cause they’re just clouds passing by. 

 

Lord, Dear Lord above: God Almighty, God of Love. 

Please look down and see my people through. 

 

I believe God is now, was then, and always will be. 

With God’s blessing we can make it through eternity. 

 

Lord, Dear Lord above: God Almighty, God of Love. 

Please look down and see my people through. 

 

FIRST READING                                        Nehemiah 8-13,5-6,8-10 
Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home. They need no longer be afraid, 

because the one who formed, created, and called them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God 

declares them precious and honored, and God loves them. 
1all the people gathered together into the square before the Water Gate. They told the scribe Ezra to 

bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had given to Israel. 2Accordingly, the priest Ezra 

brought the law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could hear with understanding. 

This was on the first day of the seventh month. 3He read from it facing the square before the Water Gate 

from early morning until midday, in the presence of the men and the women and those who could 

understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 5And Ezra opened the 

book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all 

the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, 

Amen,” lifting up their hands. Then they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to 

the ground. 8So they read from the book, from the law of God, with interpretation. They gave the sense, 

so that the people understood the reading. 9And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 

and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day is holy to 

the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept when they heard the words of the 

law. 10Then he said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them 

to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our LORD; and do not be grieved, for the 

joy of the LORD is your strength.” 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

SECOND READING                                     1st Corinthians 12:12-31a 
The apostle and pastor Paul uses the metaphor of the human body to describe how intimately connected we are in 

the church. For this struggling congregation in Corinth, Paul delivers a vital message of unity that is a mark of 

the church today. 
12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 

Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 14Indeed, the body does not consist 

of one member but of many. 15If the foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the 

body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear would say, “Because I am not 

an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17If the whole 

body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where would the sense 
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of smell be? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19If all 

were a single member, where would the body be? 20As it is, there are many members, yet one 

body. 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have 

no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the members of the body that seem to be weaker are 

indispensable, 23and those members of the body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater 

honor, and our less respectable members are treated with greater respect; 24whereas our more respectable 

members do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior 

member, 25that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for 

one another. 26If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together with it. 27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28And God has 

appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers; then deeds of power, then gifts of 

healing, forms of assistance, forms of leadership, various kinds of tongues. 29Are all apostles? Are all 

prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30Do all possess gifts of healing? Do all speak in 

tongues? Do all interpret? 31But strive for the greater gifts. And I will show you a still more excellent 

way. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                                  “Alleluia ”                                           Red Folder Pg. 15 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                            Luke 4:14-21  

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
14Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread 

through all the surrounding country. 15He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by 

everyone. 16When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to 

him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon 

me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 

the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the 

Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all 

in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON                                       “Reinterpretation of Scripture”                        Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

                  W E    R E S P O N D  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 “When Our Song Says Peace”                                         Hymnal #709 

 

 

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(If you are here worshiping here in person, offering may be dropped off in the basket just as you enter 

the worship area. If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or 

donate online – go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN                       “Oh for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”                           Hymnal #886 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL    

P: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                                    “O Zion, Haste”                                                     Mark Sedio                

 

The flowers by the altar are given by Scott Hennessy in memory of Shari Hennessy. 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, January 23 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30am Worship (in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

11:30am Congregational Meeting 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, January 27  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

 

 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, January 24 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

 

6:00pm New Hope Women of Today 

Friday, January 28  

Family Camp Weekend 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir & School 

Tuesday, January 25  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

7:00pm Bingo at Outtakes 

Saturday, January 29  

Family Camp Weekend 

 

 

 

Wednesday, January 26  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am Lounge reserved 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel 

 

1:00pm Sarah Circle 

  

6:30pm Confirmation 

Sunday, January 30  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

Family Camp Weekend 

9:30am Worship (in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM's January focus is cleaning supplies/hygiene products. 

January's Mission Offering is designated to Lutheran Disaster Response. 

 

TODAY… 

 

Education Hour is at 10:45am - 11:30am. Today: 

• Sunday School 

• Sunday Forum: The topic will be “In This Together - The Ultimate Embrace” video and 

discussion 

• Youth Forum (7th - 9th graders) - youth room/annex 

 

Looking ahead: Sunday Forum topics for the rest of January! 

January 30th: “In This Together - The Very Good Gospel” video and discussion 

 

Join us today for our Congregational Meeting where we will adopt our 2022 budget. We will meet in 

the Fellowship Hall at 11:30am. Pick up annual congregational reports in the welcome area. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AND NEWS… 

 

The monthly mission support for January is Lutheran Disaster Response. This organization brings 

God’s hope, healing, and renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the US and 
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around the world. Most recently, they quickly responded to the tornadoes in Kentucky by collaborating 

with the Indiana-Kentucky Synod and other partners in the area to assess the damage there. Donations 

are used in full (100%) to help people impacted by the tornados – meeting both immediate and long-

term needs – until the response is complete. With your support, Lutheran Disaster Response can 

accompany survivors on the long road to recovery. 

 

If you ordered butter braids and haven’t yet picked them up, see Pastor Ashley! 

 

FUN-raiser at Holy Nativity to support Meadow Lake students: Monday, February 7th from 7:00pm - 

8:30pm! As part of the church’s ongoing partnership with the Meadow Lake Elementary School, a few 

of the Outreach Committee members volunteered to help with the fall Media Fair last November. But 

the majority of the students at Meadow Lake could not participate in the fair due to lack of money to buy 

books. We want to rectify that, so our committee is hosting a FUN-raiser to provide “gift certificates” to 

the school for all students to attend the spring Media Sale in March. This fun evening will include light 

snacks, a Valentine’s Day-themed activity, and the school media specialist will come talk about the need 

for everyone to take home a book that they love. Plus, you get a gift bag! Although there is no cost to 

attend, donations will be accepted in any amount to fund the gift certificates. RSVP HERE! OR call the 

church office to register to attend! 

 

Sunday morning worship assistants needed! We need: SOCIAL HOUR HOSTS, GREETERS, 

SCRIPTURE READERS. Please sign up to help on a Sunday: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with us at home, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make 

Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

Council Host: Marisa Lerum 

Scripture Reader: Deb Peterson 

Cantor: Kari Johnson 

Greeter: Marisa Lerum 

Social Hour Hosts: Dave & Grace Folkerds  

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Mary Lazerine, Ruth Schopf, Geri Lingen, Jackie Peterson 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-funraiser
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

