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The Pastors Word
In the fall, Holy Nativity began a process through the Minneapolis Area Synod called “Faith Practices & Neighboring Practices.” We are one of five congregations in our area participating in a cohort, which is part of a
larger learning community of fourteen congregations from around the synod. We meet monthly and attend
twice yearly retreats together to learn new faith practices and to think about how we can strengthen our relationships with our neighbors. As part of this process, our congregational team will occasionally be introducing some of this work to the congregation. Our congregational team consists of Lori Cowman, Kari Johnson,
Emily Spanjers, Connie Toavs, and myself. I want to take this opportunity to share with you some of the work
we’ve been doing over the last three months.
Our first three months of work has centered on the theme, “Build Abiding Relationships.” This work is about
strengthening our relationships with God through scripture and prayer, with our fellow congregation members, and with our neighbors. Two of the most important practices we have been working on, that we will be
working on teaching the congregation, are praying the Psalms and one-to-one conversations (“one-to-ones”).
The book of Psalms is a wonderful resource in the Bible that has served as the hymnbook for God’s people
for generations. It is both a book of hymns and a book of prayers that covers all aspects of what it is to be
human and to be in relationship with each other and with God. We have been thinking about what it means
to use the Psalms as part of our daily prayer life. I encourage you to consider doing the same. Consider
setting aside time each day for prayer (if you don’t already) and turning to the Psalms as a resource and guide
for your daily prayer time. Maybe start by memorizing one verse (or a part of a verse) of a Psalm and repeating it. Find one that is particularly meaningful for you and pray it daily. There are many types of Psalms
that address feelings of both great joy and great despair (and everything in between). The Psalms are a resource that we should consider using more often!
One-to-ones are intentional conversations between two people intended to build authentic relationships,
discover gifts and strengths, identify self-interest, and gather information. For our purposes, one-to-ones are
happening both within the congregation and with people in our community. One-to-ones as a practice centers our neighbor and our relationship with them, without ulterior motive or criteria for success. We practice
one-to-ones because our identity as church is rooted in relationships, accompaniment, and hospitality. You
may be asked to participate in a one-to-one with one of us, or with a member of the church council. Please
know it is simply a way for us to strengthen our relationships within the congregation. We have no ulterior
motive and would love to simply have a conversation with you.
While praying the Psalms and participating in one-to-one conversations might seem like two different practices, they are both focused on building relationships. We are excited to strengthen our relationship with God
and with each other as part of this process. We hope you will join us as we continue this process and work
on learning what it means to be faithful people of God and faithful neighbors.
In God’s amazing grace,
Pastor Jason

Butter Braids:

Adult Forum meets in the

Thank you so much for supporting our youth through
the Butter Braid fundraiser! We raised just over
$1400.00 in buttery, flakey, fruity goodness. If you
haven’t already picked yours up, talk to Pastor Ashley! You can come in
sometime during the week or connect on a Sunday. We so appreciate
your support so that our students can grow in faith during our summer
trips in 2022! Thank you!!

Sanctuary every Sunday at
10:45am.

Confirmation:
Welcome to 2022! Can you believe it? We’ll kick off the
month of January with a Wildfire event at Feed My
Starving Children on Wednesday, January 5. You’ve received an email to register for that! The rest of the month of January
will be straightforward: two normal classes on the 12 and 26, with
Third Wednesday Worship on the 19. Remember—Third Wednesday
Worship is part of Confirmation! Your student (and preferably you!)
are expected to be there. Thanks! I’m looking forward to a new year
with you all!

The January schedule is:
Jan. 9: In This Together – Toward
the Other video and discussion
Jan. 16: In This Together – Honor
Everyone video and discussion
Jan. 23: In This Together – The
Ultimate Embrace video and discussion
Jan. 30: In This Together – The
Very Good Gospel video and discussion

Wildfire Caregiver Support
Wildfire Caregiver Support groups will meet at 10:00am on the First
and Third Tuesdays of each month in the library at House of Hope
Lutheran Church located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. in New Hope.
The overall GOAL of a caregiver support group is to enhance the caregivers’ coping skills through mutual support and informational sharing.
Questions? Please contact House of Hope Parish Nurse, Debbie
Haney at 612-408-2049 or the co-facilitator Mary Ann Pukal, at 763533-8333.
PLEASE NOTE: Masks and Covid-19 vaccinations required.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Please plan to join us on Sunday, January 23rd for our
Congregational Meeting where we will adopt our 2022
budget. We will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 11:30am.

January 19th is our next Third
Wednesday Worship! Also, join
us for dinner 5:45pm, followed
by worship at 6:30pm and
re:Install at 7:00pm!

FAMILY TRIVIA EVENT
Plan to join us in
the Fellowship Hall
on Sunday, January
16th from
11:30am-1:00pm
for a fun, free family trivia event!
You may organize your own team
or join a team once you’re here.
Feel free to bring a friend(s).
Prizes will be awarded.
Feel free to contact Deb Campion
or Linda Lien with questions (just
not the answers!)

Book Look
In her beloved New
York Times best
sellers, Lisa See has
brilliantly illuminated
the potent bonds of mother love,
romantic love, and love of country. In her powerful novel,
Dreams of Joy, she returns to
these timeless themes, continuing the story of sisters Pearl and
May from Shanghai Girls, and
Pearl’s strong-willed nineteenyear-old daughter, Joy.
Reeling from newly uncovered
family secrets and anger at her
mother and aunt for keeping
them from her, Joy runs away to
Shanghai in early 1957 to find her
birth father—the artist Z.G. Li,
with whom both May and Pearl
were once in love. Dazzled by
him and blinded by idealism and
defiance, Joy throws herself into
the New Society of Red China,
heedless of the dangers of the
Communist regime.
Devastated by Joy’s flight and
terrified for her safety, Pearl is
determined to save her daughter, no matter the personal cost.
From the crowded city to remote
villages, Pearl confronts old demons and almost insurmountable challenges as she follows Joy,
hoping for reconciliation. Yet
even as Joy’s and Pearl’s separate journeys converge, one of
the most tragic episodes in China’s history threatens their very
lives.
Acclaimed for her richly drawn
characters and vivid storytelling,
Lisa See once again renders a
family challenged by tragedy and
time, yet ultimately united by the
resilience of love.

SENIOR FITNESS AVOID WINTER FALLS/
INJURY THERAPY
Remember snow melts
to water which freezes
to ice. To avoid slipping/
falling you can
wear treaded boots, ice
cleats or use a cane for
support, even two trekking poles for added security.
If you do create an injury by falling, your healing will depend on
your pain tolerance and range of
motion. The three stages of rehab
are acute, recovery and maintenance/function.
If no fracture or catastrophic injury has occurred MICE
(Movement, Ice, Compression, &
Elevation) is replacing
R(rest)ICE to promote immediate
blood flow in the acute stage.
This movement is often done in
water, to limit pain, and maintaining range of motion.
In the recovery phase, muscular
balance, stability, and strength
are gradually increased, managing pain, and preventing further
injury.
In the maintenance stage the tissue is completely healed with no
pain, almost complete range of
motion and 70-80% normal
strength. A physical therapist is
recommended to help you proceed through these three stages
which may take 4-9 months to
complete.
Thank you for getting vaccinated
and encouraging others to relieve
the overload on hospitals and
health care workers. Science
works!
Questions - Tom Wiblishauser

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER –
WET CEMENT WALL?
The late winter start
allowed Rawley Manning to continue to
mow/mulch leaves
and me to collect
four more tarps just
south of Fellowship
Hall. Many thanks to Verne Erickson’s astute property detective
ability to notice the moist cement
wall under the north annex windows. We first checked inside the
annex looking for an internal
cause but saw no water. We then
searched outside but nothing
seemed unusual. Then, as I noticed the towering pine above
the gutters, the thought came to
me about needles. Sure enough,
the gutter was all full! The late
Indian summer gave me the opportunity to clean all our gutters
and prevent future overflows for
the rest of the year and Spring.
I invite all in the church to be
property detectives (or members) and alert me or the rest of
the property committee (Joe
Gartner, Verne Erickson, or Kirby
Miller) to any other property issues that need to be addressed.
We are working on setting up a
monthly meeting date. Remember, God’s house is our house!
Tom Wiblishauser
The Holy Nativity
Christian Child
Care Center is hiring. Please contact
Brittany at 763-591-0681

SAVE THE DATE!!
Wednesday, January 5
Wildfire Confirmation—Feed My
Starving Children
Friday, January 14
Elizabeth Circle
Sunday, January 16
Family Trivia Event for All
Monday, January 17
Office Closed for
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
Wednesday, January 19
Third Wednesday Worship
Dinner for All
re:Install
Sunday, January 23
Congregational Meeting
Tuesday, January 25
Bingo at Outtakes
Friday, January 28– Sunday,
January 30

PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF,
CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, and so much more!!
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422
Phone: 763-529-1350.
Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's
Facebook page, or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com

JANUARY FOCUS - CLEANING SUPPLIES/HYGIENE – Items such as small
containers of laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to
replenish after the busy holiday month.
END OF 2021 COLLECTION RESULTS:
PRISM’s Holiday Toy Shoppe provided toys and gifts to over 300
families and nearly 800 kids. Thanks to everyone who participated this year.
Two Men and A Truck Food Drive at Hy-Vee in New Hope collected
2.400 pounds of food and $250 cash.
Give to the Max Day – PRISM received $64,000 in on-line donations.
Walk to End Hunger at the Mall of America - $6,500 donated.
We are privileged to have so many opportunities via PRISM to help
those in need in our own community. If you know of a family that
could use a lift up, be sure they know they are welcome to use PRISM’s
services.
GET INVOLVED – There are always ways to help at PRISM – one-time
opportunities or a regular schedule that fits your availability. To learn
more, contact Nolan Isaacson, Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or
via email – nisaacson@prismmpls.org. Schedule a time with Nolan to
visit PRISM, get a tour, and find out what opportunity fits you best!

Family Camp at Camp Wapo

Join us for Centering Prayer!
Centering prayer is a method of silent, contemplative prayer in which we attempt to experience
God’s presence within us. Former Holy Nativity intern Brian Rajcok introduced us to this method of
prayer several years ago, and a small group of us have continued to meet, pray, and discuss whatever
book we have decided to include in our sessions. Our group is inter-generational, and this is a great way to incorporate
some stillness/quiet into your life. We typically meet the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month, from 5:30-6:30pm, and
we’re currently meeting on Zoom.
We are beginning a new book discussion on Monday, January 17th, and would welcome any who would like to join us.
The book is “Radical Compassion – Learning to Love Yourself and Your World with the Practice of RAIN (Recognize, Allow, Investigate, Nurture)”, by Tara Brach.
We encourage anyone who is interested to contact Janet Kubly, Lori Cowman, or Kari Johnson if you have questions,
would like us to order a book for you, or would like us to send you the Zoom link for meetings. We would love to have
you join us.

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Thursday
9:00am - 3:00pm
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm

JOIN THE
QUILTERS!!
The Quilting group
meets Thursdays in the Fellowship Hall at 9:00am. We would
love to have you join us! Just
come to chat and have coffee
and treats if you don’t sew….and
maybe you can learn how!

BIBLE STUDY

Thanks so much to Karen Gaasland for the gorgeous holiday centerpiece she made for the office to brighten our busy days! And to all
you wonderful folks who provided sweet treats for us as well!

“I’d like to say Thank You to Holy Nativity for the beautiful red poinsettia
plant you brought me. It brightens my room so much!”
~ ~ Ruthie Berquist
“This afternoon a Holy Nativity angel delivered a lovely poinsettia to our
home. A wonderful surprise...it is bringing so much joy to John and me! We
thank you for your kindness and friendship. Merry Christmas to all.”
~ ~ With love and gratitude, Deb and John Mickelson

Weekly Bible Study
continues in person
on Tuesdays at 10:00am. All are
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason
for more information.

“Dear All of Holy Nativity: Thank you for the lovely poinsettia. It was such a
nice surprise and so thoughtful to think of me. Holy Nativity is in my prayers
every night. Blessings are wished for you all for the new year 2022. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. God bless you all!”
~ ~ Georgiana Baldwin

Centering Prayer
Meeting

“Merry Christmas to all our friends at Holy Nativity. This Christmas season
has been especially heartwarming to all of us with the Treble Tones. After 21
months, we were finally able to share our joy of the season with friends and
family at our 12/12 Christmas Concert! Treble Tones is truly blessed by the
generosity of Holy Nativity. You have enabled us to continue our mission of
sharing the joy of music with the community and we thank you with our
whole hearts. Enclosed are the proceeds of the free will donations collected
at our concert ($587). May the joy of Christmas be with you all and we pray
for an even brighter 2022!”
~ ~ Your friends in song, The Treble Tones

The Centering Prayer group
meets in person twice a month
on Monday evenings from 5:306:30pm. January dates are 1/3
and 1/17. If you have any interest in learning more about Centering Prayer and/or joining us,
please contact Kari Johnson at
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com),
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly.

Flowers!
Please consider contributing Sunday altar
flowers. Cost is $25 for
flowers or plant. These can be
dedicated in honor or memory of
loved ones or for special occasions. Please sign up on the
board across from the office or
contact the office and they can
write you in.

Here is the link for
our 9:30am Sunday
worship services:
https://www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure
you "like" the page and the live
service will automatically pop up for
you in Facebook when it starts. You
can access our Sunday worship
bulletin at www.holynativity.net.
You can also call 1-855-341-0527
after noon on Sundays and listen to
the service over the phone.
To view our service on YouTube
afterward:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw/

JANUARY
MISSION OFFERING
is designated to

LUTHERAN
DISASTER RESPONSE
Lutheran Disaster Response brings
God’s hope, healing and renewal to
people whose lives have been
disrupted by disasters in the United
States and around the world. When
the dust settles and the headlines
change, we stay to provide ongoing
assistance to those in need.

COLOR ME!

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council
Tuesday, December 21, 2021
Virtual Meeting Called to Order by Alan Sommervold at 7:05pm.
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason
Council Devotions: Marisa Lerum
Secretary’s Report:
Received thank you note from Lutheran Campus Ministry for our $1000 donation.
Treble Tones submitted donation for free-will offering collected at their Christmas concert.
Reminder that next meeting will be held AT CHURCH on Tuesday, January 18 th at 7:00pm.
M/S/Approved November minutes.
Financial Report for the period ending: December, 2021:
The November 2021 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($7,400), which is ($6,600) below budget;
however, it is roughly $11,000 better than last year's YTD surplus/(deficit).
Offerings continue to lag behind budget and the amount given last year. November, however, was encouraging as offerings were $4,000 more than budget. YTD offerings are now ($30,300) below the YTD budget
and are running ($1,900) behind last year.
We continue to see savings in expenses, with November coming in under budget by $1,200 and YTD expenses coming in $21,200 under budget.

OLD BUSINESS:
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice. Continuing to do Adult Education around this topic.
Council Host Sign-up Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044eaea623a75-hnlc. Please consider
signing up for Christmas/New Year’s time.
Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices - Connie Toavs, Pastor Jason and Emily Spanjers
Several members attended a Saturday retreat a couple weeks ago at St. Barnabas Church in Plymouth.
Discussions focused on forming more 1-to-1 conversations with others, both within our congregations and
surrounding community. Learning from others why they are here and what they are passionate about.
Take a different approach by utilizing more ‘networking’ and less ‘programming’. Develop theme of
‘Building Abiding Relationships’
Continued Next Page

Council Minutes Continued

Guide was provided to help church leaders with this process.
Focus on personal faith practices and different ways of interpreting the scripture.
Encouraged congregations to introduce more Psalms into their worship liturgy for 2022 as they cover many diverse topics. See Pastor Jason’s letter in the January Tidings. More in-depth budget planning will
be discussed at the January council meeting on January 18, 2022.
Annual Reports for ministry teams – Will need prior to next congregational meeting. Council liaisons will work
with their ministry teams to create these. Reports should be submitted to Linda by the first week of January.
Congregational meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 23, 2022
NEW BUSINESS:
Welcome to Jane Rupprect who has volunteered to be a council member thru 2024 and voted upon at
November meeting. She will take on either Youth or Parish Life liaison. TBD.
M/S/Approved to sponsor Boy Scout Troop 567 at HNLC per the presentation given at the November online
meeting.
Began discussion for long-term plan for evangelism. How do we do evangelism in a time when churches in America are in decline and we are in the middle of a pandemic? Community partnerships may be part of the answer.
Also, engaging livestream audience. Discussion will be ongoing – ministry teams asked to brainstorm.
Council President, Alan Sommervold, invited all Council members to an optional/informal gathering at Pub42 after
the January in-person meeting.
PASTOR’S REPORTS:
Pastor Jason Report to Council - DECEMBER 2021
Worship attendance is remaining fairly consistent – around 100 people in the sanctuary and 15-20 individuals/
families viewing online.
The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially.
Stewardship intent cards continue to trickle in and we’re up to about $303,000 so far. If you haven’t submitted a
card, please do so. With some analysis, Kara Holt and I have determined it looks like we can anticipate giving in
2022 to be similar to 2021.
Tina Haugstad is working on purchasing some Holy Nativity shirts for staff to wear for events. This is a project of
hospitality to make it clearer to visitors who the staff are. Total cost for the merchandise is $1633.53.
This amount also includes backpacks for the summer youth trip. Council members expressed interest in also
having ‘Volunteer’ t-shirts made at some point to be worn at various events (not included in this proposal). M/
S/Approved to use undesignated memorial money to cover costs.
Christmas Eve worship will be at 3:00pm, 5:00pm, and 10:00pm. The 3:00pm service will be livestreamed on Facebook.
I will be on vacation the week between Christmas and New Year’s.
Pastor Ashley Report to Council - DECEMBER 2021
25 care packages were sent out to college-aged kids a few weeks ago to remind them that their faith community
loves them and is always thinking about them. Kids have responded that they are grateful and were surprised!
I’ve been doing daily on-line advent devotions.
I’m preparing an on-line Christmas Day service. It will be posted around 9:00am on Christmas and be available all
day! It includes a few songs, a story, and some prayers.
My day-after-Christmas party is back for 9th-12th graders! I am excited to have students over to celebrate together.
Family Camp is coming up in January! We have around 8 families signed up—which is 3 more than last time!!
Merry Christmas to you all! I’m grateful for you and the work that you do.
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley
Adjournment – M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:20pm
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Our Mission
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity
Lutheran Church is a welcoming community
dedicated to helping all know God’s love
through worship, service and fellowship.”

