
 

 

Fourth Sunday 

in Lent 

           

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32    

Jesus tells a parable about a son 

who ponders his father’s love 

only after he has spurned it. The 

grace he receives is beyond his 

hopes. That same grace is a 

crisis for an older brother who 

believes it is his obedience that 

has earned his place in the 

father’s home. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

The nursery is staffed and available during worship for kids ages 3 and under. 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Brian Hanson 

Mark Eggert 

Franklin Wahlstrom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 

 

 

 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray,  

and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC                        “Be Thou My Vision”                                   setting, David Lasky 

                                                                   

              

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our 

pilgrimage.  

C: Amen 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have 

ignored our prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed 

to recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to 

follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

P: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, 

God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In  Jesus’ name, your sins are 

forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN             “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                           Hymnal #807          

 
 

 

 



 

5 

 

GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 13 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you 

embrace us all with your mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed 

us at the table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                      “Simple Gifts”                                               Arr. Mark Hayes 

Janet Kubly       

 

‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘Tis the gift to be free, ‘Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 

And when we find ourselves in the place just right, ‘Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 

 

When true simplicity is gained, to bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed, 

To turn, turn will be our delight, ‘Till by turning, turning we come ‘round right. 

 

FIRST READING                                                                     Joshua 5:9-12 

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the miraculous 

manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring their forty years of 

wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 
9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” And so that 

place is called Gilgal to this day. 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in 

the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, 

on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 12The manna 

ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the 

crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 32 (Tone 7) 

 
                 (first line of each verse)                                    (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 Happy are they whose transgressions ǀ  are forgiven, 

              and whose sin is ǀ  put away! 

All:        2 Happy are they to whom the Lord im- ǀ putes no guilt, 

              and in whose spirit there ǀ  is no guile! 

Leader:  3 While I held my tongue, my bones with- ǀ ered away, 

              because of my groaning ǀ all day long. 

All:        4 For your hand was heavy upon me ǀ  day and night; 

               My moisture was dried up as in the ǀ heat of summer. 

Leader:   5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- ǀ ceal my guilt. 

                I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.” 

                Then you forgave me the guilt ǀ of  my sin. 

All:         6 Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in ǀ  time of trouble; 

               when the great waters overflow, they ǀ  shall not reach them. 
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Leader:    7 You are my hiding-place; you preserve ǀ me from trouble; 

               You surround me with shouts ǀ of deliverance. 

All:         8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the way that ǀ you should go; 

                I will guide you ǀ with my eye. 

Leader:   9 Do not be like horse or mule, which have no ǀ understanding; 

                Who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will ǀ not stay near you.” 

All:         10 Great are the tribulations ǀ of the wicked; 

                But mercy embraces those who trust ǀ in the Lord. 

Leader:   11 Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice ǀ in the Lord; 

               Shout for joy, all who are ǀ true of heart. 

  

SECOND READING                                      2nd Corinthians 5:16-21 

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed into newness. All 

mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s resurrection. This is Paul’s 

strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth. 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we once knew 

Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if anyone is in Christ, there 

is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from 

God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that 

is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making 

his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                               “Return to God”                               Red Folder Pg. 15 
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GOSPEL READING                                 Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Leader: The holy gospel according to Luke… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2And the Pharisees and the 

scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told 

them this parable: 11Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said 

to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 

property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 

country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a 

severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired 

himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would 

gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17But 

when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to 

spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I 

have sinned against heaven and before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like 

one of your hired hands.”’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father 

saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then the 

son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it 

on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat 

and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they 

began to celebrate. 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, 

he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He replied, 

‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and 

sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with 

him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, 

and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I 

might celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 

property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are 

always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother 

of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 

 

Leader: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                       Jonah Fuhrman, U of M Lutheran Campus Ministry student 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 
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                  W E    R E S P O N D  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY             “Our Father We Have Wandered”                                       Hymnal #606 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM                                                                             Hymnal Pg. 227 

Evelyn Margaret Streufert, daughter Erik & Janae Streufert. Sponsors: Karl Streufert, Kjersten 

Krantz-Odendahl. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

 (If you are here worshiping here in person, offering may be dropped off in the basket just as you enter 

the worship area. If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or 

donate online – go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME                      

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                           

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison)  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive our trespasses, as we forgive 

those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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MISSION HYMN                               “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”                           Hymnal #324 

 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL    

P: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                   “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                     Aaron David Miller  
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, March 27  Fourth Sunday in Lent   

9:30am Worship (in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, March 31 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

9:30am Showtime Choir 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, March 28 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

6:00pm New Hope Women of Today (annex) 

7:00pm Boy Scouts 

Friday, April 1 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir & School 

Tuesday, March 29 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

6:00pm Treble Tones Meeting 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

Saturday, April 2 

 

 

Wednesday, March 30 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel 

 

5:45pm Soup Supper (Chicken Noodle & a gluten-

free option) 

7:00pm Worship (in person and online) 

Sunday, April 3  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

9:30am Worship with Communion  

(in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM's March focus is their annual Minnesota Foodshare campaign. 

March's Mission Offering is designated to PRISM. 

 

 

TODAY… 

 

Today we welcome Jonah Furhman, a student from U of M Lutheran Campus Ministry who will be 

preaching for us! Also, we welcome Dana Rademacher, Lutheran Campus Ministry Programs & 

Outreach, who will lead our forum! 

 

Education Hour is at 10:45am - 11:30am. Today: 

• Sunday School 

• Sunday Forum: The topic will be “U of M Lutheran Campus Ministry” led by Dana 

Rademacher, Programs & Outreach 

• Youth Forum (7th - 9th graders) - youth room/annex 

 

THIS WEEK… 

Join us for our Lenten worship series this year: “The Story of Jonah,” told in a series of fun dramas. 

Each Wednesday during Lent, join us in the sanctuary or on Facebook Live as we worship together at 

7:00pm.  We will use the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy and our focus each week will be on a portion of 

the story of Jonah. In six short dramas that began on Ash Wednesday, we will learn with Jonah the 

futility of running from God’s calling. Jonah will meet up with some fun and snarky characters each 

week who reveal what God is really about – grace. Also this year, soup suppers are back! Join us in the 

fellowship hall on Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45pm for soup and fellowship preceding worship. This 
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week’s soup is chicken noodle and turkey chili (gluten-free) from Panera, plus cookies from Almsted’s 

for dessert. 

Wednesday Worship - Looking ahead: 

March 30: The Story of Jonah: Nin-veh-tation Accepted! 

April 6: The Story of Jonah: The Flower Fades,  

              but the Word of the Lord Endures Forever 

 

Nativity Choir rehearsals continue on Wednesdays starting at 7:30pm (immediately after Wednesday 

worship). Join us! 

 

UPCOMING NEWS AND EVENTS… 

Looking ahead: Sunday Forum topics for April 

April 3:  Now Is the Time: Study of ELCA Declaration to People of African Descent Part 4 

April 10: No Forum - Palm Sunday Breakfast and Auction – eat and bid! 

April 17: No Forum – Easter 

April 24: Now Is the Time: Study of ELCA Declaration to People of African Descent Part 5 

 

Have you directed all your 2021 Thrivent Choice dollars to Holy Nativity? Thrivent members can 

still direct funds earned last year through March 31, 2022. To see if you have any 2021 dollars 

remaining, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice online, or call 800-847-4836 and when prompted say 

"Thrivent Choice." Holy Nativity appreciates your support! 

 

The annual Palm Sunday Breakfast and Silent Auction is on April 10th! If you are interested in 

donating an item (or items!) to the auction, please drop off in the office or contact Wendy Grimes. The 

auction runs from 8:30-11:30am. We are also looking for breakfast item donations. Please sign up on-

line below or contact Wendy (763-639-3735) if you are willing to donate something for the breakfast. 

Plan to join us from 8:30-9:30am and after worship from 10:30--11:30am for a delicious breakfast of 

eggs, sausage, pancakes, fruit, juice and coffee. Free-will offering. Thank you! 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1y-

5JDEBopRlO4esIfoR1yuam_bOiHtfKjfmJxwAwqm0/edit#gid=0  

 

Holy Week and Easter Worship! All services are in – person and online. Join us: 

 

PASSION /PALM SUNDAY – April 10th  

9:30am 

8:30--11:30am Breakfast and Silent Auction 

(not serving breakfast during worship) 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – April 14th  

7:00pm (with communion) 
 

GOOD FRIDAY – April 15th       7:00pm 
 

THE RESURRECTION of OUR LORD (EASTER) – April 17th  

9:30am (with communion) 

10:30am Fellowship Time  

  

 

You are invited to help plant our Easter Garden! Please bring in cut flowers, flowering plants, or 

green plants (it’s your choice!) to decorate the altar area for Easter. Items should be dropped off 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1y-5JDEBopRlO4esIfoR1yuam_bOiHtfKjfmJxwAwqm0/edit#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1y-5JDEBopRlO4esIfoR1yuam_bOiHtfKjfmJxwAwqm0/edit#gid=0
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Saturday, April 16th between 9:00am and 11:00am. Be sure you put your name on your plant so you 

pick up the correct one. You may also turn in an Easter Flowers envelope with your money ($15) to the 

office or in the basket in the Narthex (not the offering plate please!) and we will order flowers for you.  

Be sure to let us know by Monday, April 11th if your flowers (either those we order or the ones you 

bring in) are in honor and/or memory of someone so we can put the list in our Easter bulletin. Feel free 

to pick up your flowers after the 9:30am Easter Sunday service so they can decorate your own home! 

 

2022 Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Senior High School Scholarship: The Holy Nativity Lutheran 

Church Endowment Committee is offering three $1,500 post-secondary scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors of Holy Nativity Lutheran Church. The purpose of these scholarships is to support 

lifelong learning through post-secondary education (including trade schools). All graduating seniors that 

attend Holy Nativity were sent applications in the mail . If you did not receive yours or need another 

copy of the application, please send an email to Endowment@HolyNativity.net or 

Office@HolyNativity.net. All applications should be received by April 30th, 2022. We will announce 

the winning recipients by June 1st, 2022 at church and in the Tidings newsletter. 

 

Sunday morning worship assistants needed! We need: SOCIAL HOUR HOSTS, GREETERS, 

SCRIPTURE READERS. Please sign up to help on a Sunday: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1 

 

March is Minnesota Foodshare month! Every year, Minnesota FoodShare provides resources to the 

300 food shelves and food distribution programs across the state through their annual March Campaign.  

In 2021, PRISM received 275,000 in both pounds of food and cash during this campaign. All food and 

dollars donated to PRISM during the month of March will qualify for a cash bonus distributed by the 

FoodShare campaign. Most desired are pantry staples like flour, sugar, oil, pasta, pasta sauce. 

 

March’s monthly mission support goes to PRISM. Holy Nativity was one of the founding churches of 

People Responding in Social Ministry back in 1970. Starting as individuals who were concerned about 

local hungry and homeless families, PRISM has evolved into a strong, sustainable organization that is 

considered a leading provider of basic needs in the northwest Twin Cities suburbs. They daily live out 

their mission statement:  Provide social services and connections that empower people in our community 

to build healthy, stable lives. We chose March as the month to focus on PRISM, because this is the 

month of their largest food drive. Please see the other more detailed article with specifics about this 

amazing annual program that collects thousands of pounds of food and monetary donations. 

 

How to help Ukraine: Lutheran Disaster Response is accompanying companion churches and 

ecumenical partners in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia to respond to the crisis in Ukraine and 

Eastern Europe. To support the response, give here: https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-

response. OR just write a check to Holy Nativity with “Ukraine” OR “Lutheran World Relief” in the 

memo line and Holy Nativity will send the donations directly to Lutheran World Relief for you. 

 

Dinner at Your Door is now part of Meals on Wheels: For many years, volunteers from Holy Nativity 

provided drivers for Dinner at Your Door. This organization was recently combined with Meals on 

Wheels under the larger "umbrella" organization called the Community Emergency Assistance Program 

(CEAP). We've been asked by CEAP to ensure that they can meet the increased need for this program 

by volunteering as a driver. Shifts are available Monday - Friday with each shift beginning at 10:45 a.m. 

and ending around noon. Visit www.ceap.org/get-involved/ to fill out the volunteer interest form, OR 

contact Jason at jason.wittak@ceap.org or (763) 450-3679 for more information. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response
https://community.elca.org/eastern-europe-crisis-response
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Faith-Lilac Way invites you to the Stations of the Cross. On Good Friday you will have the 

opportunity to join Christians around the world in making a spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation 

of the Passion of Christ through the Stations of the Cross. Everyone is invited to participate in the 

Stations of the Cross devotion on Good Friday any time between Noon and 2:00 PM and also from 4:00 

to 6:00 PM at Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, 5530 42nd Avenue N., Robbinsdale, MN 55422. 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with us at home, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make 

Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

 

 

Thank you to today’s worship assistants! 

Council Host Joe Gartner 

Scripture Reader Lynn Madsen 

Cantor Cresta Hubert 

Greeter Connie Toavs 

Acolytes  

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Dave & Grace Folkerds 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Ruth Schopf, Geri Lingen, Jackie Peterson, Audrey Doerr, Karmen Kahl 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

