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The Season  

 of Lent Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastors Word 

As we begin this month of March, 
the month when spring begins, 
the month when the weather fi-
nally starts to shift from the cold 
of winter to the moderating tem-
peratures of spring, I can’t help 
but think about how much the 
season of Lent and the season of 
spring are connected for me.  
Lent is late this year, as you may 
have noticed, with Ash Wednes-
day not happening until March 2 
and Easter Sunday not arriving 
until April 17.  But every year, 
spring and Lent overlap to an ex-
tent, and seemingly every year, 
we begin the season of Lent in 
what feels like the middle of win-
ter and we end it solidly in the 
season of spring.  While Lent can 
feel like a somewhat down or de-
pressing season, it is also the sea-
son that leads us out of the cold, 
so to speak. 

You may recall that each year on 
Ash Wednesday, we hear some-
thing called the “Invitation to 
Lent.”  The invitation identifies 
some of the important aspects of 
Lent.  It calls us to acknowledge 
our need for repentance and 
God’s mercy.  It calls us to a disci-
pline that contends against evil 
and resists whatever leads us 
away from love of God and 
neighbor.  Finally, it identifies 
that discipline as self-
examination and repentance, 

prayer and fasting, and sacrificial 
giving and works of love.  It is 
clear from this invitation that 
Lent is a serious season in the life 
of Christians.   

But despite the seriousness of 
the season, Lent is also a season 
that is fun and unique.  We often 
do creative things as part of our 
Wednesday Lenten worship.  We 
traditionally gather as a commu-
nity for a meal each Wednesday 
in Lent before worship.  While 
COVID has affected our ability to 
do some of our traditional Lenten 
things over the last few years, we 
are back this year, as close to 
normal as possible! 

This year for the season of Lent, I 
hope you will join us for our tra-
ditional Wednesday night soup 
suppers and evening worship 
with Holden Evening Prayer.  We 
are back with our traditional Len-
ten practices, for which I am 
thankful.  We will also be having 
some fun on Wednesday eve-
nings in Lent with a drama series 
on the book of Jonah. 

The story of Jonah may be one of 
the most well-known stories in 
the bible, due to the prominence 
of the whale in the story.  But 
there is much more to the story 
than just Jonah being swallowed 
by a whale.  Come join us for our 
Lenten series and find out how 
there is some Jonah in each of us.  
We will enjoy a fun (and funny) 

dramatic telling of part of the 
story of Jonah each week and 
you won’t want to miss it! 

In God’s amazing grace, 

Pastor Jason 

Join us for our Lenten 
worship series this 
year, The Story of Jo-
nah, told in a series of fun dra-
mas. Each Wednesday during 
Lent, join us in the sanctuary or 
on Facebook Live as we worship 
together at 7:00pm.  We will use 
the Holden Evening Prayer liturgy 
and our focus each week will be 
on a portion of the story of Jo-
nah.  In six short dramas, begin-
ning on Ash Wednesday, we will 
learn with Jonah the futility of 
running from God’s calling.  Jo-
nah will meet up with some fun 
and snarky characters each week 
who reveal what God is really 
about – grace. 

Also this year, soup 
suppers are back!  Join 
us in the fellowship hall 

on Wednesdays from 5:45-
6:45pm for soup and fellowship 
preceding worship, beginning 
Ash Wednesday, March 2. 



Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to: 
 
 

Dale Wilson and family upon the 
death of his brother Wallie  
Wilson. 
 
The family of Janice Jesme upon 
her death. 
 
Krista Showalter and family upon 
the death of her father Mike 
Koch. 
 
  “Blessed are those who mourn        

for they will be comforted”    
~ Matthew 5:4 

 

Adult Forum meets in the 

Sanctuary every Sunday at 
10:45am. 
 

The March schedule is: 
 

March 6: Now Is The Time: Study 
of ELCA Declaration to People of 
African Descent Part 1  

March 13:  Now Is The Time: 
Study of ELCA Declaration to 
People of African Descent Part 2 

March 20:  Now Is The Time: 
Study of ELCA Declaration to 
People of African Descent Part 3  

March 27:  Now Is The Time: 
Study of ELCA Declaration to 
People of African Descent Part 4 

Confirmation:  

There are no classes during the month of March. 
You are strongly encouraged to attend the Lenten 
Service at 7:00pm with your families in lieu of class. 
9th graders will be meeting with their Lenten Mentors for the weeks of 
Lent; information about that has been sent to those families. We will 
meet for class again on Wednesday, April 20!  

 
Shrove Tuesday Trivia Night - March 1st from 7:00-8:30pm! 

Join us for a trivia night, featuring Trivia Mafia, and support the fund-

raising efforts for the youth of Holy Nativity! Tickets are $15 per per-

son and can be purchased at the door.  Come with your own team of 

up to eight people, or be assigned to one when you get here! 

 

 

No Third Wednesday Worship in 
March—come to the Lenten ser-
vice!  

re:Install is meeting March 16th, 
from 7:30-8:30pm, directly fol-
lowing the Lenten service.  Bring a friend and join us on Saturday, March 

12, 2022, from 9:00am—2:00pm for the seventh 
annual Women’s Mini-Retreat, right here at Ho-
ly Nativity!  Our theme this year is “Woman Wis-
dom.” We’ll be exploring how wisdom is person-
ified in Scripture, and the wisdom women of the 
Bible have to pass on to us. We’ll also be tap-
ping into our own wisdom (you have some, it’s 
true!), and sharing it with each other.  

This event is for women of all ages, 16 and up! A light continental 
breakfast and lunch are provided. There is no cost. Sign up at church or 
on-line, at the website below.  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-2022   

“We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude for the opportunity 
you have given us in allowing us to conduct our services in your build-
ing.  We are informing you that we have purchased a building and 
would like to transfer there beginning in May.  Thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts. May our great Lord and God reward you with His 
blessings for all the good you have shown us!”   ~ Word of Life Church  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-2022
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-2022


Book Look CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – 
SNOW SEASON A-G0-G0! 
Mother Nature con-
tinues to bless us 
with the heavenly 
white renewal which 
has sled dogs howling up in our 
Northern frontier and snow shov-
elers/plows dancing in our cities, 
streets and highways. While 
shoveling the Columbarium, pa-
tio, and garage area one late 
night, I was fortunate to meet 
Mario from Neil’s Outdoor Land-
scape of Eden Prairie that 
Padagis (purchased from Perrigo 
July 21, 2021) subcontracts to 
plow our parking lot and entranc-
es. I thanked him for the great 
work he does and reminded him 
to be gentle on our sod and bur-
ied green plants when plowing.  

I was also able to 
dance with a shovel 
along Winnetka and 

Quebec Avenues to keep our 
sidewalks open to our public.   
Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR FITNESS –  
IS SURGERY NECESSARY?  
WEB MD 
Ask surgeon what to 
expect: operation suc-
cess rate, pain relief 
percent, how long will 
surgery last? Does condition limit 
your lifestyle? 
~ Review other options with doc-
tor: medications, physical thera-
py, stretching, strengthening & 
flexibility exercises. 
~ Check the risks, complications/
failure, or redo rate. 
~ Review surgeon’s background, 
success rate and history/
experience. 
~ Check length, details, limita-
tions of recovery period. 
~ Know all costs, confirm with 
insurance & health care provider. 
~ Get a second opinion from an-
other doctor. 
 
Submitted by  
Tom Wiblishauser 

We have several 
books in the library 
by Louise Penny. She 
has won several 
awards for her writing, including 
the Order of Canada in 2017 for 
her contributions to Canadian 
culture. 
Her book, A Fatal Grace, has 
once again Chief Inspector Ar-
mand Gamache as the main char-
acter. Kirkus calls him “a prodi-
giously complicated and engag-
ing hero”. In this story no one 
liked CC De Poitiers…Not her 
family, not her lover, not her 
neighbors in Three Pines.  
Still, when Chief Inspector Ar-
mand Gamache is called to inves-
tigate CC’s sudden death on the 
day after Christmas, it seems like 
an impossible murder. How could 
she have been electrocuted in 
the midst of a curling match in 
Three Pines—and without any-
one seeing a thing?  
A Quebec winter is not only 
beautiful but deadly, as Gamache 
digs for dangerous secrets be-
neath the surface of village life, 
while something even more 
chilling is coming for Gamache 
himself.  
The “Houston Chronicle” says 
this is “a finely written, intelli-
gent, and observant book”. Savor 
this one and try the others. 

“Thank you for the poinsettia.  
We really appreciate it and look 
forward to seeing how long we 
can make it last!”    ~ Don and Ida 
Hanna 
 
“Thank you so much for the poin-
settia in December.  I’m sorry I’m 
late, but I had just returned from 
two months at St. Theresa’s Re-
hab Center.  I broke both shoul-
ders (one replaced) and my knee.  
I fell off a chair in my apartment.  
I hope this is it now.  Can’t take 
any more.  I’m glad to be living 
back at my apartment now as I’m 
well taken care of.  Thank you 
again!”    ~ Geri Lingen 

Communion 

Class 
Our next Communion 
class will be Saturday, 
March 12th at  10:00am.  At Holy 
Nativity, parents decide when 
their children will begin receiving 
communion.  Please sign up on 
the Kiosk or contact the office if 
you are interested in having your 
child attend the class.  Children 
2nd grade and under must be 
accompanied by a parent. 
 

Set your clocks ahead 
one hour on Saturday, 
March 12th before you 

go to bed!  Daylight Saving Time 
begins!   



PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF, 
CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE, and so much more!!   

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's 
Facebook page,  or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
 

Tuesday, March 1 

Youth Trivia Fundraiser 
 

Wednesday, March 2 

Soup Supper 

Ash Wednesday 
 

Tuesday, March 8 

Elizabeth Circle 

Empty Bowls at Cooper 
 

Wednesday, March 9 

Soup Supper 

Lenten Worship 
 

Saturday, March 12 

Women’s Retreat 

Family Communion Class 
 

Sunday, March 13 

Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

Wednesday, March 16 

Soup Supper 

Lenten Worship 
 

Wednesday, March 23 

Sarah Circle 

Soup Supper 

Lenten Worship 
 

Tuesday, March 29 

Bingo at Outtakes 
 

Wednesday, March 30 

Soup Supper 

Lenten Worship 

VOLUNTEER IMPACT DURING JANUARY, 2022 
1,784 Individuals served in the Marketplace Food Shelf 
130,548 pounds of high quality food distributed to our neighbors. 
$21,679.55 in revenue made at the Shop for Change Thrift Store.  All proceeds 
go towards supporting basic needs programs. 
 
MARCH – MINNESOTA FOODSHARE - Every year, Minnesota FoodShare pro-
vides resources to the 300 food shelves and food distribution programs across 
the state through their annual March Campaign.  In 2021, PRISM received 
275,000 in both pounds of food and cash during this campaign. All food and 
dollars donated during the month of March will qualify for a cash bonus dis-
tributed by the FoodShare campaign.  Most desired are pantry staples like 
flour, sugar, oil, pasta, pasta sauce.  
As an addition to this year’s campaign, PRISM is partnering with Two Men and 
a Truck and the Cub Grocery Store in Plymouth (at Hwy. 55 and 169 next to 
Bachman’s) for a "Fill The Truck" event in an effort to collect food for this 
campaign. They will be stationed outside of Cub on Saturday, March 19th and 
Sunday, March 20th from 9:00AM - 6:00PM.  Volunteers are needed to greet 
shoppers, hand out a desired items list for PRISM, and help fill the truck as we 
accrue food donations throughout the day. We have scheduled 2-3 hour shifts 
between 9:00AM - 6:00PM, and would prefer 3-4 volunteers for each shift. 
This is a great opportunity for families and groups to volunteer with PRISM.  
The volunteer signup link is:  https://signup.com/go/OxnOXFx 
 
If you or anyone you know would like more information, please contact Nolan 
Isaacson at 763-432-4230, or via email – nisaacson@prismmpls.org. Thank 
you for your support!  
 
COMING SOON – TASTE OF THE ‘BURBS – Thursday, May 19, 6:30-8:00 pm. 
This year’s event will be a series of “Watch Parties” around the area, where 
you will have an opportunity to watch a 30 minute video about PRISM’s work 
in our community, have some food, purchase Golden Tickets and bid on Silent 
Auction items.  “Watch” for more information soon on how you can sign up to 
reserve a spot. 
 
GET INVOLVED – PRISM still needs volunteers in the Shop for Change sales 
floor, especially on Thursdays until 7:00 pm and Saturdays.  Don’t forget to 
save your paper grocery bags and bring them to church with your food dona-
tion.  To learn more about these and other ways to participate, contact Nolan 
Isaacson, Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or via email – nisaac-
son@prismmpls.org.  Schedule a time with Nolan to visit PRISM, get a tour, 

and find out what opportunity fits you best! 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
https://u21127573.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=sI9cf5Pkzv4eSBH9IQn6KMagfM2DwvAKqVcEsIz-2BfC2qWNpgTrSLZty-2FSn-2Btk-2BsGtgMdW6UlDFYYRs1rZf-2FDEA-3D-3DY3I9_8dKTEMErWCfPlpnVkhqz3vGmVX2Od8oYj4cTbxeac-2BbTkefKbmwJrnHR9mOUHL-2BfrCuBLRfn9HSjGnhM9EdDWO0tYYpsw5uxlTOit
https://signup.com/go/OxnOXFx
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am Sunday 
worship services:  

https://www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up for 
you in Facebook when it starts. You 
can access our Sunday worship 
bulletin at www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen to 
the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-EamLBw/ 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 
meets on Zoom twice a month 
on Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  March dates are 3/7 
and 3/21.  If you have any inter-
est in learning more about Cen-
tering Prayer and/or joining us, 
please contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

MARCH 
MISSION OFFERING  

is designated to 

PRISM 
Part of the Minnesota Food 
Share, PRISM provides food, 

clothing, and other necessities to 
those who are in need 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child Care 
Center has opening 
in their preschool 
room. Contact 
Brittany at 763-591-0681. 

BIBLE STUDY 
 Weekly Bible Study 
continues in person 

on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information. 

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets Thursdays in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00am.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Just 
come to chat and have coffee 
and treats if you don’t sew….and 
maybe you can learn how! 

The Holy Nativity 
Christian Child Care 
Center is hiring.  

Please contact Brittany at 763-
591-0681  

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet at 

10:00am on the First and Third 
Tuesdays of each month in the 
library at House of Hope Luther-
an Church located at: 4800 
Boone Ave. No. in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-
408-2049 or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Masks and 
Covid-19 vaccinations required. 

Wildfire Grief/Loss Support 

“Hope Beyond Loss” 
grief/loss support group 
is sponsored by the 
Wildfire Churches.   
 
They will meet on Thursday, 
March 3, 10, 17 and 24 from 
2:00-3:30pm at First Lutheran 
Church of Crystal, 7708—62nd 
Avenue North, and be moderated 
by House of Hope Parish Nurse 
Debbie Haney.  There is a sug-
gested donation of $20 for the 
four weeks  and scholarships are 
available. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-408-
2049   

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Who Remembers “Dinner at Your Door?” 
For many years, volunteers from Holy Nativity provided drivers for Dinner at Your Door. This 
organization was recently combined with Meals on Wheels under the larger “umbrella” or-
ganization called the Community Emergency Assistance Program (CEAP). 
 

CEAP – which is considered PRISM’s “cousin” to the north – is now responsible for offering hot, nutritious, 
lunch-time meals for 450 seniors and individuals in nine cities who are not able to prepare meals or leave 
their homes. Their Meals on Wheels neighbors are active participants in a collective effort to grow a more 
equitable, healthy, and joyful community through access to food, while enjoying the comfort and safety of 
their own homes.  We’ve been asked by CEAP to ensure that they can meet the increased need for this pro-
gram by volunteering as a driver. Shifts are available Monday - Friday with each shift beginning at 10:45am 
and ending around noon.  
 
Here is some basic information: 
Location: Meal pickup is at CEAP (7051 Brooklyn Blvd.; Brooklyn Center) 
Time commitment:   There are many options available:  once a week; once every two weeks; once a month; 
OR as a substitute driver. You can request a route if you know one. There’s no lifetime commitment, and if 
you can’t make your assigned delivery for whatever reason, no worries. 
Visit www.ceap.org/get-involved/ to fill out the volunteer interest form, OR contact Jason at (763) 450-
3679 or jason.wittak@ceap.org for more information. 

Holy Nativity Columbarium and Memorial Garden by Milt Ferris 
Have you given any thought to cremation vs. burial or where your final resting place will be 
located?  Since talking about death or funerals isn’t all that exciting or fun for people, I’m 
guessing that most of us either haven’t given it much thought or we haven’t communicated our wishes to loved 
ones.  According to a 2021 survey conducted by the National Funeral Directors Association (NFDA) only 36 per-
cent of Americans have talked with or written plans for loved ones about their own funeral. 
 
Personally, I haven’t done much planning myself other than to tell my spouse not to spend a lot of money on 
the funeral and be sure people laugh a little during the service.  Not spending a lot of money, pretty much 
means I likely will be cremated, as the national median cost for a funeral with burial in 2021 is right around 
$7,900 according to the NFDA and Minnesota is right around the national median.  The average cost of crema-
tion in Minnesota ranges from $600 (for a direct cremation) to $3,700 for a cremation with a service, excluding 
the cost of a niche.  The cost of a niche can vary significantly depending on the location of the columbarium and 
what row in the columbarium is chosen.  I’ve seen the cost of a niche in our area ranging from $1,900 to $3,500.  
The pricing of a niche located at Holy Nativity is both simple and reasonable. 
 
No matter whether you decide to be cremated or have a burial, be sure to communicate your wishes to loved 
ones and know there is a place for you at the Holy Nativity Columbarium and Memorial Garden.  If you choose 
to be cremated, you can purchase a niche and/or memorial wall plaque and if you decide to have a burial, you 
can still purchase a memorial plaque. 
 
At present, columbarium fees are:  (Note, these costs do not include mortuary services and/or crematorium ex-
penses.  Currently, there are only a limited number of niches remaining in Column 1.  If you would like more in-
formation, you can pick up a Columbarium Policies and Procedures sheet in the church office.) 

 
 

  Column 1 Column 2 

Half niche (1 urn) $1,250 $1,350 

Full niche (2 urns) $2,400 $2,600 

Memorial wall plaque (1 decedent) $250 $300 

http://www.ceap.org/get-involved/
mailto:jason.wittak@ceap.org


Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Direct your Thrivent Choice Dollars today!  Did you know Thrivent benefit members 
can recommend where Thrivent Financial distributes an amount of its charitable 
grant funds?  Thrivent no longer sends reminders to their clients to donate these dol-
lars, so many of them expire.  The deadline for directing these dollars to the non-profit, including churches, of your 
choice is March 31.  Please consider directing your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Holy Nativity Lutheran Church. 
 
Eligibility requirements 
To be eligible to direct Choice Dollars as part of Thrivent Choice®, you must be a client with benefit membership.  In-
dividual eligibility is also based on at least one of the following:  
• Having $750 or more in annual billed premiums of qualifying life and health insurance products.  
• Having $20,000 or more in contract value of qualifying life insurance and annuity products.  
Eligibility is determined monthly and reevaluated on an annual basis.  
 
Minimum and maximum Choice Dollars designations  
Eligible clients will be designated a minimum of $25 Choice Dollars and a maximum of $5,000 Choice Dollars per eligi-
bility period (Jan. 1 to Dec. 31).  
 
Choice Dollars expiration date  
Choice Dollars designated during the calendar year can be directed until March 31 of the following year. 
 
For further information  
Online  
1. Visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice.  
2. In the “GET STARTED” section on the right, click Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars®.  
3. Log in by entering your user ID and password. (If you haven’t yet registered on Thrivent.com, click “Register for 
account access.”)  
4. Choose the organization to which you want to direct Choice Dollars:  
a. To direct to a previous organization:  
• Click “Direct Now” next to the organization’s name, or  
• Click on the “View activity history” link, scroll down and click on the name of the desired organization.  
b. To direct to a new organization, enter keyword(s) like organization name, ZIP code, cause, etc.  
Click “Search.” 
5. Choose “Direct All” or enter a specific number and click “Direct Now.” Follow the prompts on the confirmation 
page to direct Choice Dollars.  
 
By phone  
1. Call 800-847-4836 and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.”  
2. Press 1 to direct Choice Dollars or 2 to hear Thrivent Choice Dollars® program Terms and Conditions. (If prompted, 
say or enter your phone number and date of birth.)  
3. A representative will work with you to direct Choice Dollars. 

Volunteer to help with Meadow Lake Elementary Media/Book Fair! 
Thanks for your generous support of the spring Media/Book Fair at Meadow Lake. If you want 
to see the "fruits" of your donation, consider signing up for a shift at the Fair. There are many 
options during this one-week event, March 8 - 15 (week days only), so please use the Signup 
Genius link below. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA8A622A6FCC34-meadow1     
Relive YOUR fond memories of attending the Scholastic Book Fair, and see the excited faces of children 
choosing books that they can take home and read for years. 
~ Members of the Outreach Committee 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4FA8A622A6FCC34-meadow1


Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, February 15, 2022 

Continued Next Page   

Meeting Called to Order by Alan Sommervold at 7:04pm. 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Connie Toavs 
Secretary’s Report – Marisa Lerum 
Received thank you notes from: Treehouse ($750 LYR & $250 Jan), Prism ($950), LSS ($250), Meals on 
Wheels ($150), and Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative ($1046 LYR). (LYR=last year received) 
M/S/Approved January 2022 meeting minutes. 
 
Financial Report for the period ending: JANUARY 31, 2022 – Milton Ferris 
The January 2021 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly $8,000, which is $2,500 above budget and 
roughly $15,000 better than last year. 
January offerings came in ($2,900) less than the monthly budget; however, were $13,750 higher than last 
year and in line with what we received in 2020.  
Revenue from facilities was over budget in January mainly due to receiving Word of Life's February rent 
early.   
Expenses in January were under budget by $3,500. 
Needless to say, it is early in the year and difficult to draw any significant conclusions at this point, but en-
couraging to get the year started off with a surplus rather than a deficit 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice – Nothing new to note. 
Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices - Connie Toavs, Emily Spanjers & Pastor Jason 

Last meeting focused on intergenerational ministry and more 1-to-1 relationships. 
Elders are the ‘centers of communities’ that can be fostered by encouraging grandparents and  
grandchildren to develop their relationships and bridge the generations. 
Want to encourage Council to seek others out to develop relationships, but Covid is still a concern. 
This coming summer they are focusing on a Neighborhood Listening campaign. This will be discussed 
more in-depth at the meeting next week.  This will play into discussions surrounding increasing member-
ship, or at the very least strengthening relationships. 



Council Minutes Continued  

We will be re-introducing Psalms 
as a 4th reading during our Lenten 
services that will emphasize these 
themes as well. 
Long-term plan for increasing 
membership - Briefly touched on 
topic again, but plan to explore 
more at the April meeting. Poten-
tial in families that attend HNCCC? 
The February 27th adult forum will 
be 21st Century Evangelism and 
will address this topic as well. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Discussion/clarification of 2022 
vacation allotment for pastors in 
light of changes to salary that 
was brought up to the minimum 
ELCA guidelines.  M/S/Approved 
to maintain the annual 5 weeks’ 
vacation for pastors moving for-
ward. 
Word of Life gave 90-day notice 
of their lease which will end April 
30th as they have purchased their 
own building in Zimmerman, 
MN. This will be an approx. $24K 
annual decrease in revenue. Pri-
or renewal was scheduled for 
7/31. Despite the loss of reve-
nue, this will save on some ex-
penses and stress of our staff. It 
will also allow more flexible 
scheduling with HN events and 
there may be some potential op-
portunities for making up the 
revenue loss. Another option is 
to have capital campaign to pay 
off the relatively small remaining 
mortgage. We are open to ideas/
suggestions.  
 
PASTOR’S REPORTS:  
Pastor Jason Report  
With the decline of omicron, 
worship attendance has risen 
slightly over the last few weeks.  
Hopefully, that is the beginning 
of a trend. 

The Child Care Center continues to 
operate relatively normally and is 
doing well financially. 
As noted in a recent e-mail, Word 
of Life has given us notice that 
they are ending their rental agree-
ment as of May 1. See discussion 
under New Business. 
The Minneapolis Area Synod As-
sembly is scheduled for April 30, 
8:30am-2pm at Central Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis.  We have 
one voting member, Deb Peterson, 
but can use two more adults and 
one youth. 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
on March 2.  We will have worship 
in person on Wednesdays in Lent.  
We will likely stream them as well.  
We are working on a theme, po-
tentially involving drama.  We are 
also working on streamlining soup 
suppers with soup catered and 
with minimal setup/cleanup.  We 
will still need volunteers, however, 
and this has tended to fall to min-
istry teams.  Be ready to have your 
ministry team help with soup one 
Wednesday in Lent.  Also, council 
has traditionally handled Ash 
Wednesday! 
PRISM has asked us to sponsor 
their spring fundraiser, Taste of 
the Burbs, to be held on May 19th 
as a series of online ‘watch par-
ties.’ We have sponsored in the 
past at the bronze level, $1,000. 
M/S/Approved to sponsor 2022 
event at bronze level, from Estate 
Gifts-Benevolence. 
I have scheduled a Sunday forum 
on evangelism for Feb. 27.  Please 
consider joining us as we continue 
to discuss how to reach more peo-
ple in our community! 
 
Pastor Ashley Report  
We had a great time at Family 
Camp! The 2nd edition saw 28 peo-
ple representing 8 different fami-

lies come together for fellowship, 
sabbath, worship, and fun! I look 
forward to hosting this event again 
in 2023.  
The 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering 
was cancelled for July. This is a 
huge bummer, as it was already 
postponed from last summer. 
However, we are pivoting, and are 
reviving the New York trip that got 
cancelled in 2020! We’ll be looking 
at what Scripture says about immi-
gration and welcoming the 
stranger as we explore the city of 
New York. Plans are underway, as 
this trip is now just 5 months 
away! WHOA! 
Fundraising event (Trivia & Pan-
cakes!) planned on Shrove Tuesday 
3/1 that will also support the youth 
events/trips.  
The Youth did a tremendous job on 
Youth Takeover Sunday! I hope 
you were able to attend/watch 
online. It’s so important to lift up 
the voices of our young people, 
and man—do we have some gifted 
kiddos!  
The 2022 Women’s Retreat has 
been set for March 12, 2022. I en-
courage all women to come and 
bring a friend!  
I’ve been invited to become a writ-
er-in-residence for an on-line mag-
azine called Fidelia, which is pub-
lished through the organization 
Young Clergy Women Internation-
al, a group that provides support, 
fellowship, and resources for cler-
gy women under 40. I’m excited to 
weave my love of writing more 
deeply into my ministry at Holy 
Nativity and beyond! All that this 
entails is a monthly Zoom meeting 
and writing 8 articles or so a year. 
It will not impede my work in any 
way.  
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Adjournment – M/S/Approved to 
adjourn at 8:11pm. 



C A L E N D A R 



 

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!   
It’s the best way to thank them for supporting our newsletter! 



NON PROFIT ORG. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Twin Cities MN 

Permit No. 2285 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church, ELCA 
3900 Winnetka Avenue North 
New Hope, Minnesota 55427 
(763) 545-1647  Fax: 763-545-8339 
Email: office@holynativity.net 
Web site: www.holynativity.net 

HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
Senior Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Associate Pastor Ashley Updegraff (C) 636-448-7751 
 pastorashley@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Baker Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kari Johnson Choristers Director 
 kari@holynativity.net 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


