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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

The nursery is staffed and available during worship for kids ages 3 and under. 

 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
 

Worship “Stream Team” 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Brian Hanson 

Mark Eggert 

Franklin Wahlstrom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “In the house and on the street—how many, many feet you meet!” 

–Dr. Seuss, The Foot Book 

  

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC            “Lamb of God, Pure and Sinless”             setting, F. Melius Christiansen 

                

           

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, and guides us in our 

pilgrimage.  

C: Amen 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Holy One, 

C: we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted your promises, we have 

ignored our prophets in our own day, we have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed 

to recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us again to you. Teach us to 

follow in your ways, assure us again of your love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen. 

P: Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to God shall be saved. In Jesus, 

God comes to you again and again and gathers you under wings of love. In  Jesus’ name, your sins are 

forgiven. God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                   “The Glory of These Forty Days”                             Hymnal #320 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                              Hymnal Pg. 138 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together:  

(unison) Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our desert. 

Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may proclaim 

the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

(please be seated) 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                 “There Is A Balm In Gilead”           Arr. Mark Hayes 
                                     Nora Leverson 

 

There is a balm in Gilead to make the wounded whole.  

There is a balm in Gilead to heal the sinsick soul. 

 

Sometimes I feel discouraged, and think my work’s in vain;  

But then the Holy Spirit revives my soul again. 

 

If you can preach like Peter, if you can preach like Paul,  

go home and tell your neighbor, “He died to save us all.” 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                                                    Isaiah 43:16-21 
The prophet declares that long ago God performed mighty deeds and delivered Israel from Egyptian bondage 

through the waters of the sea. Now, God is about to do a new thing, bringing the exiles out of Babylon and 

through the wilderness in a new Exodus. 
16Thus says the LORD, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 17who brings out chariot 

and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a 

wick: 18Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 19I am about to do a new thing; 

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the 

desert. 20The wild animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches; for I give water in the 

wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my chosen people, 21the people whom I formed for 

myself so that they might declare my praise. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 126 (Tone 7) 

 
                 (first line of each verse)                                    (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 When the Lord restored the for- ǀ  tunes of Zion, 

              then were we like ǀ  those who dream. 

All:        2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with ǀ  shouts of joy. 

              Then they said among the nations, “The Lord has done great ǀ  things for them.” 

Leader:  3 The Lord has done great ǀ  things for us, 

              And we are ǀ  glad indeed. 

All:        4 Restore our for- ǀ tunes, O Lord, 

              Like the watercourses ǀ of the Negeb. 

Leader:   5 Those who ǀ sowed with tears 

               will reap with ǀ songs of joy. 

All:         6 Those who go out weeping, carry- ǀ ing the seed,  

                will come again with joy, shoulder- ǀ ing their sheaves. 

 

SECOND READING                                   Philippians 3:4b-14 
Writing to Christians in Philippi, Paul admits that his heritage and reputation could give him more reason than 

most people to place confidence in his spiritual pedigree. But the overwhelming grace of God in Jesus calls Paul 

to a new set of values. 
4even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be confident in 

the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; 

as to righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as 

loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as 

rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 

comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on 

faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 

becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 12Not that I 

have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because 

Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 

thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL VERSE                               “Return to God”                                 Red Folder Pg. 5 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                                John 12:1-8 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised from 

the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table 

with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped 

them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of 

his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, 5“Why was this perfume not sold for three 

hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, 

but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, 

“Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the 

poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                   “At the Feet”                                        Rev. Ashley Updegraff 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 
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            W E    R E S P O N D  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                     “Holy God, Holy and Glorious”                                  Hymnal #637 

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

THE PEACE    P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…     C:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE                  “Let the Vineyards”                                                Hymnal #182 

 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                              Hymnal Pg. 144 
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P: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                Hymnal Pg. 144 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                            Hymnal Pg. 145 

P:…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes.  (ALL SING) 

 
 

P:…To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 

forever.  (ALL SING) 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 
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DISTRIBUTION      

All are welcome to this Communion table – you may also commune in your pew. 

Prefilled communion cups are available as you enter the worship area. Gluten-free are available as well 

Please place your empty glasses in the baskets provided.  

You may return to your place of seating via the side aisles. 

If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying,  

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” as you distribute the 

bread and wine. (You may use any bread or crackers, and wine or juice you have at home!). 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                   Hymnal Pg. 146 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN                

                  “Jesus the Very Thought of You”                                                                    Hymnal #754 
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BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN                       “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”                           Hymnal #334 

                                                              (V. 1-3, & “Lent 5” verse) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Lent 5:   God of all our fear and sorrow, 

God who lives beyond our death, 

Hold us close through each tomorrow, 

Love as near as ev’ry breath. 

 

DISMISSAL    

P: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                            “There in God’s Garden”                                               R.B. Farlee             

                                                 

The flowers by the altar are given by Rod & Ann Moser in honor of their 44th wedding anniversary. 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, April 3rd Fifth Sunday in Lent 

9:30am Worship w/Communion  

(in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

Thursday, April 7th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

9:30am Showtime Choir 

 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Worship 

Monday, April 4th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm Centering Prayer (Zoom) 

7:00pm Scouts 

Friday, April 8th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

7:00pm Word of Life Choir & School 

Tuesday, April 5th    

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

6:00pm Treble Tones Board Meeting 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

Saturday, April 9th  

9:00am – 12:00pm Fellowship & Kitchen reserved 

12:00pm Worship area reserved 

Wednesday, April 6th   

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

5:45pm Soup Supper (Various choices including a 

gluten-free option, all from Panera) 

7:00pm Lenten Worship “The Story of Jonah – Part 6” 

7:30pm Nativity Choir 

Sunday, April 10th    Palm Sunday 

8:30 – 9:30am & 10:30 – 11:30am Breakfast 

8:30am – 11:30am Silent Auction 

9:30am Worship (in person and online) 

No Education Hour 

1:00pm Word of Life Worship 

6:00pm Word of Life Youth 

PRISM’s March Foodshare campaign continues through April 10th.   

April's Mission Offering is designated to NOT FOR SALE, the non-profit group that organized the trip to 

Honduras last year with the water filters we donated. 

 

TODAY… 

 

Education Hour is at 10:45am - 11:30am. Today: 

• Sunday School 

• Sunday Forum: The topic will be “Now Is the Time: Study of ELCA Declaration to People of African 

Descent Part 4”  

• Youth Forum (7th - 9th graders) - youth room/annex 

 

THIS WEEK… 

 

Our Lenten worship series “The Story of Jonah” continues through this week! Each Wednesday during Lent, 

join us in the sanctuary or on Facebook Live as we worship together at 7:00pm. We use the Holden Evening 

Prayer liturgy and our focus each week will be on a portion of the story of Jonah. This week’s theme: The Story 

of Jonah: The Flower Fades, but the Word of the Lord Endures Forever. Also join us in the fellowship hall on 

Wednesdays from 5:45-6:45pm for soup and fellowship preceding worship. This week’s soup is chicken noodle 

and turkey chili (gluten-free) from Panera, plus cookies from Almsted’s for dessert.  

 

UPCOMING NEWS AND EVENTS… 

 

Looking ahead: Sunday Forum schedule for April 

April 10: No Forum - Palm Sunday Breakfast and Auction – eat and bid! 

April 17: No Forum – Easter 

April 24: Now Is the Time: Study of ELCA Declaration to People of African Descent Part 5 
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The annual Palm Sunday Breakfast and Silent Auction is on April 10th! If you are interested in donating an 

item (or items!) to the auction, please drop off in the office ASAP or contact Wendy Grimes. The auction runs 

from 8:30-11:30am. We are also looking for breakfast item donations. Please sign up on-line below, on the wall 

sign-up at church, or contact Wendy (763-639-3735) if you are willing to donate something for the breakfast. Plan 

to join us from 8:30-9:30am and after worship from 10:30--11:30am for a delicious breakfast of eggs, sausage, 

pancakes, fruit, juice and coffee. Free-will offering. Thank you! 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1y-5JDEBopRlO4esIfoR1yuam_bOiHtfKjfmJxwAwqm0/edit#gid=0  
 

Holy Week and Easter Worship! All services are in–person and online. Join us: 

 

PASSION /PALM SUNDAY – April 10th  

9:30am Worship 

8:30--11:30am Breakfast and Silent Auction 

(not serving breakfast during worship) 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – April 14th  

7:00pm Worship (with communion) 

 

GOOD FRIDAY – April 15th       7:00pm Worship 

 

THE RESURRECTION of OUR LORD (EASTER) – April 17th  

9:30am Worship (with communion) 

10:30am Fellowship Time  

  

You are invited to help plant our Easter Garden! Please bring in cut flowers, flowering plants, or green plants 

(it’s your choice!) to decorate the altar area for Easter. Items should be dropped off Saturday, April 16th between 

9:00am and 11:00am. Be sure you put your name on your plant so you pick up the correct one. You may also turn 

in an Easter Flowers envelope with your money ($15) to the office or in the basket in the Narthex (not the offering 

plate please!) and we will order flowers for you. Be sure to let us know by Monday, April 11th if your flowers 

(either those we order or the ones you bring in) are in honor and/or memory of someone so we can put the list in 

our Easter bulletin. Feel free to pick up your flowers after the 9:30am Easter Sunday service so they can decorate 

your own home! 

 

Faith-Lilac Way invites you to the Stations of the Cross. On Good Friday you will have the opportunity to join 

Christians around the world in making a spiritual pilgrimage through contemplation of the Passion of Christ 

through the Stations of the Cross. Everyone is invited to participate in the Stations of the Cross devotion on Good 

Friday any time between Noon and 2:00 PM and also from 4:00 to 6:00 PM at Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church, 

5530 42nd Avenue N., Robbinsdale, MN 55422. 

 

2022 Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Senior High School Scholarship: The Holy Nativity Lutheran Church 

Endowment Committee is offering three $1,500 post-secondary scholarships to graduating high school seniors of 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church. The purpose of these scholarships is to support lifelong learning through post-

secondary education (including trade schools). All graduating seniors that attend Holy Nativity were sent 

applications in the mail. If you did not receive yours or need another copy of the application, please send an email 

to Endowment@HolyNativity.net or Office@HolyNativity.net. All applications should be received by April 30th, 

2022. We will announce the winning recipients by June 1st, 2022 at church and in the Tidings newsletter. 

Sunday morning worship assistants needed! We need: SOCIAL HOUR HOSTS, GREETERS, SCRIPTURE 

READERS. Please sign up to help on a Sunday: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1 

 

PRISM’s Minnesota Foodshare focus has been extended to April 10th! Most desired are pantry staples like 

flour, sugar, oil, pasta, pasta sauce. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1y-5JDEBopRlO4esIfoR1yuam_bOiHtfKjfmJxwAwqm0/edit#gid=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
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NEW Monthly Mission Support Organization for April: After the tremendous success of our water filtration 

kits-for-Honduras effort last year, we've added Not for Sale as one of our monthly mission support organizations. 

That's the local non-profit group that takes multiple trips to that country each year. This year they will take more 

of the filtration kits, which are still hugely needed. In fact a group travelled there back in January and stayed at a 

home where one of those kits was in use. They used AND drank the water from that system with no ill-effects! A 

group will be returning to Honduras in July - with filtration kits, food bags, school supplies, and health education 

- to help with a number of exciting projects. They will also travel to La Lima to start researching a building 

initiative for a school where none currently exists. The dedicated teacher in that community meets with small 

groups of students outside or in a small church. This organization has NO paid staff, so 100% of the money 

collected this month will be used for projects to reduce vulnerabilities that put families at high risk for human 

trafficking. Please consider donating to this amazing, local non-profit. Updates will be provided. 

 

Confirmation classes resume on Wednesday, April 20th. This is the Third Wednesday, so come join us for 

dinner, worship at 6:30pm, and small groups after. Our last re:install (confirmation for adults) follows as well. 

Then we have just one more confirmation class on the 27th before the 9th graders are confirmed on Sunday, May 

1st.  

 

Dinner at Your Door is now part of Meals on Wheels: For many years, volunteers from Holy Nativity provided 

drivers for Dinner at Your Door. This organization was recently combined with Meals on Wheels under the larger 

"umbrella" organization called the Community Emergency Assistance Program (CEAP). We've been asked by 

CEAP to ensure that they can meet the increased need for this program by volunteering as a driver. Shifts are 

available Monday - Friday with each shift beginning at 10:45 a.m. and ending around noon. Visit 

www.ceap.org/get-involved/ to fill out the volunteer interest form, OR contact Jason at jason.wittak@ceap.org or 

(763) 450-3679 for more information. 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with us at home, there are still many 

ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 

Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals. 

 

Thank you to today’s worship assistants! 

Council Host Emily Spanjers 

Scripture Reader Janet Kubly 

Cantor Nora Leverson 

Acolyte  

Greeter Deb Campion 

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts  

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Jackie Peterson, Audrey Doerr, Karmen Kahl,  

Bruce Holt, family of Carl Weiser (Lorna Tjaden’s husband) 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

