
 

 

Fifth Sunday  

of Easter 
 

John 13: 31-35  

After washing the disciples’ 

feet, predicting his betrayal, 

and then revealing his betrayer, 

Jesus speaks of his 

glorification on the cross. This 

deep complicated love of 

Jesus, even to death on the 

cross, will be the distinctive 

mark of Jesus’ community. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

The nursery is not staffed but is available during worship for kids ages 3 and under. 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Brian Hanson 

Mark Eggert 

Franklin Wahlstrom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote:  “A change of heart comes when one sees the Spirit at work in the stories of strangers, 

recognizing in them the same Spirit that is working in one’s own life.” -Lewis S. Mudge 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                   “Easter Prelude on ‘Victory’”                                        Dennis Eliot 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                    Red Folder Pg. 37 
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INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, 

and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 

declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D 

GATHERING HYMN              “Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing”                                Hymnal #389 

 

1) ALL 

2) Women 

3) Choir  

4) Men  

5) ALL 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 40 

Pastor: May the love of God, the grace of Jesus and the presence of the Holy Spirit be with you 

always… 

ALL: …and also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                       ”Glory to God”                                Red Folder Pg. 41  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain 

nothing. Pour into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we 

may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                    “All Things New”          Elaine Hagenberg 
                                                 Nativity Choir 

 
Light after darkness, gain after loss, strength after weakness, crown after cross; 

Sweet after bitter, hope after fears, home after wand’ring, praise after tears. 

 

Alpha and Omega, beginning and the end, He is making all things new, 

Springs of living water shall wash away each tear. He is making all things new. 

 

Sight after myst’ry, sun after rain, joy after sorrow, peace after pain; 

Near after distant, gleam after gloom, love after loneliness, life after tomb. 

 

He is making all things new. 
 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                                                               Acts 11:1-18 
In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the Jerusalem 

church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In this way the 

mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had also accepted the 

word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, 

“Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, 

step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was 

something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came 

close to me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the 

air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; 

for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from 

heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then 

everything was pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, 

arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a distinction 

between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He 

told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, 

who is called Peter; 14he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be 

saved.’ 15And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 

beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when 

we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they 

were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance 

that leads to life.” 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 148 (Tone 7) 

 
                 (first line of each verse)                                    (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord ǀ from the heavens; 

               praise God ǀ in the heights. 

All:        2 Praise the Lord, ǀ all you angels; 

              Sing praise, all you ǀ hosts of heaven. 

Leader:  3 Praise the Lord, ǀ sun and moon; 

              Sing praise, all you ǀ shining stars. 

All:        4 Praise the Lord, heav-  ǀ en of heavens, 

              And you waters a- ǀ bove the heavens. 

Leader:   5 Let them praise the name ǀ of the Lord, 

               who commanded, and they ǀ were created, 

All:         6 who made them stand fast forev- ǀ er and ever, 

               giving them a law that shall not ǀ pass away. 

Leader:   7 Praise the Lord ǀ from the earth, 
                       you sea monsters ǀ and all deeps; 

All:         8 fire and hail, ǀ snow and fog, 

                Tempestuous wind, do – ǀ ing God’s will; 

Leader:   9 mountains ǀ and all hills, 

               fruit trees ǀ and all cedars; 

All:         10 wild beasts ǀ and all cattle, 

                Creeping things and ǀ flying birds; 

Leader:   11 sovereigns of the earth ǀ and all peoples, 

               princes and all rulers ǀ of the world; 

All:         12 young ǀ men and maidens, 

                old and ǀ young together. 

Leader:   13 Let them praise the name ǀ of the Lord, 

               whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over ǀ earth and heaven. 

All:         14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all ǀ faithful servants, 

               the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. ǀ Hallelujah! 

 

SECOND READING                                                 Revelation 21:1-6 
John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet we wait 

for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, 

and new Jerusalem. 
1Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; 

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And the one who 

was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these 
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words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 
 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                                 “Alleluia ”                                       Red Folder Pg. 42            

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                           John 13:31-35 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to John… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 

him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to 

the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone 

will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON                         “Surprised by the Spirit”                            Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 
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W E    R E S P O N D 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         “Beloved God’s Chosen”                                         Hymnal #648 

 

 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

THE PEACE    P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…     C:  And also with you. 
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OFFERING 

(If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go 

to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE                       “Let the Vineyards”                                   Red Folder Pg. 45   

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                         Red Folder Pg. 46 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

DISTRIBUTION               ~This sacrament is open to ALL who gather here~ 

~Proceed forward via the center aisle~ 

~Pre-filled glasses contain juice; empty glasses will be filled by our servers~ 

~Gluten-free wafers are available beside the prefilled and empty glasses~ 

~Return via the side aisles and place your empty glasses in the baskets provided~ 

~If you wish to receive communion in your pew, please notify an usher or pastor~ 

 

If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying, 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” 

as you distribute the bread and wine. 
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LAMB OF GOD                                                Red Folder Pg. 47 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN                           “In the Singing”                                                Hymnal #466 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER                                            Red Folder Pg. 49 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 
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MISSION HYMN                      “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise From Death”                            Hymnal #452 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL    

P: Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P: Go in peace. Tell what God has done. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                   “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”                  setting, Jonathan Reuss 

 

 

 

Flowers by the altar are given by Stephanie Lawrence-Johnson  

“in memory of my beloved Grandmother.” 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, May 15th   Fifth Sunday of Easter 

9:30am Worship w/Communion  

(in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

Thursday, May 19th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

9:30am Showtime Choir 

6:30pm Taste of the Burbs fundraiser for PRISM 

(various locations in community) 

Monday, May 16th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm Centering Prayer (online) 

7:00pm Scouts 

Friday, May 20th   

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

10:00am Treble Tones setup 

 

Tuesday, May 17th    

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

6:00pm Property 

7:00pm Council 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

Saturday, May 21st 

9:00am – 12:00pm Spring Cleanup 

 

  

4:00pm Treble Tones Concert 

 

7:00pm Treble Tones Concert 

Wednesday, May 18th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am – 11:30am Lounge reserved 

1:00pm BINGO for all 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel 

1:00pm – 3:00pm Lounge reserved 

7:00pm Nativity Choir (last) 

Sunday, May 22nd    Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9:30am Worship (in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Congregational Meeting 

4:30pm Worship area reserved for piano recital 

(students of Sandee Stenzel) 

PRISM is in need of all food donations. 

May's Mission Offering is designated to the Pine Ridge Ogala Lakota Indian Reservation located in 

South Dakota. 

 

THIS WEEK… 

 

Our next BINGO event is this Wednesday, May 18th at 1:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. It’s for all ages. 

Join us! There will be gift card prizes for the lucky winners!  

 

Taste of the ‘Burbs is back! It’s an annual fundraiser for PRISM and it’s this Thursday, May 19th from 

6:30 – 8:00pm at a variety of locations in the west metro. There will be food, prizes and more. Holy 

Nativity is a bronze sponsor. Go to prismmpls.org for info and to reserve a spot (cost is a $40 donation)!  

 

Spring Cleaning Day is Saturday, May 21st from 9:00am – 12:00pm. Bring your ‘tools of the trade’ and 

take part in the care of our building and property. Many hands lighten the load! 

 

Everyone is invited to the Treble Tones Women’s Choir Spring Concert this Saturday, May 21st! The 

concert is at 4:00pm & 7:00pm. The theme is “O Canada.” Advance tickets are $15; $20 at the door. 

Children 10 and under are free. Call 763-439-1640. A portion of the proceeds benefit SafeJourney. 
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UPCOMING NEWS AND EVENTS… 

 

Help our youth get to New York! We have 25 youth and 6 adults going on a mission trip to New York 

this summer. The theme is immigration. Please check out the display in the narthex to see how you can 

help us on our journey! Thank you! Feel free to contact Pastor Ashley or Wendy Grimes with questions. 

 

Join us & all the Wildfire churches for a Midsummer Pig Roast! On June 22nd - the day after the 

summer solstice - we'll be joining the other Wildfire churches for a fundraiser to help Every Meal. The 

Pig Roast will be held at House of Hope Lutheran Church from 6:00 - 9:00pm where a delicious dinner 

will be provided along with musical entertainment, a raffle for fabulous prizes, and a brief service. Staff 

from Every Meal will also be there showing videos of their valuable work and answering questions 

about how we as a congregation can continue partnering with them for success. In addition to enjoying a 

fabulous meal, you'll be entertained by several musical groups. The Fleshpots of Egypt is a group of 

seminarians (so the music isn't TOO racy!) who perform all over the Twin Cities. There's also a raffle 

with great prizes related to the pig roast theme: a smoker, solo stove, Wild Boar hams, a meat bundle 

from Hackenmueller's and more! This fundraiser will help Every Meal provide much-needed weekly 

meals bags to elementary students and their families. Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children 6 - 12, 

and FREE for those 5 years and younger. We're selling tickets before and after church on Sundays.   

 

Wildfire Caregiver Support groups continue on the first & third Tuesdays of the month at 10:00am at 

House of Hope Lutheran Church, New Hope. 

 

“Grief: Lessons on Loss, Healing & Hope” hosted by fellow Wildfire church Elim Lutheran will be 

held on Wednesdays in May from 7:00 – 8:30pm. It will include presentations by professionals in the 

field of grief and mental health, and there are optional group discussions. Contact Elim at 763-537-8481. 

These events are free. 

 

The next Congregational Meeting is on Sunday, May 22nd, immediately following 9:30am worship. On 

the agenda is to elect new council members. If you are interested in serving on council, please talk to 

Milton Ferris, Marisa Lerum or Pastor Jason.  

 

The Grounds Upkeep team returns every Thursday morning from 9:00-11:00am starting May 26th. 

 

A summer music sign-up sheet is up on the board across from the office! Please sign up to sing or play 

special music this summer. 

 

PRISM needs food donations of all kinds, especially pasta, cereal, soup, canned fruit, peanut butter and 

jelly, Mac n’ cheese, pancake mix. Please consider buying some extra items and dropping them off in 

the PRISM box in the Narthex. Thank You! 

 

This month's Mission Support goes to help the Pine Ridge Ogala Lakota Indian Reservation located in 

South Dakota. Holy Nativity has been supporting Pine Ridge for many years by sending work teams to 

help with numerous projects. From digging holes for outhouses to putting roofs on homes, our church 

has shared the love of Christ by helping a population that is one of the poorest in the country. Please 

consider donating to fund the many ongoing needs of this community. 

 

Sunday morning worship assistants needed! We need: SOCIAL HOUR HOSTS, GREETERS, 

SCRIPTURE READERS, USHERS AND COMMUNION ASSISTANTS. Please sign up to help on a 

Sunday: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
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Thank you to today’s worship assistants! 

Council Host  

Scripture Reader Lynn Kvalness 

Cantor Janet Kubly 

Greeter Maxine Peterson 

Acolytes  

Communion Assistants  

Ushers  

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Dave & Grace Folkerds 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week: Linda Botner 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

 

mailto:office@holynativity.net

