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The Pastors Word 

Happy Easter!  As I write this, it is 
only a few days after Easter Sun-
day, when we gathered as a com-
munity to celebrate the resurrec-
tion of Jesus.  We celebrated to-
gether with the largest crowd in 
our sanctuary in over two years.  
We shared Holy Communion to-
gether not using pre-packaged 
communion kits for the first time 
in over two years.  We passed 
offering plates in the pews for 
the first time in over two years.  
There seems to be a pattern 
here!  While we can’t predict the 
future, it felt good to finally re-
sume some of those things that 
were just routine before the pan-
demic.  Hopefully that will con-
tinue!  It strikes me, however, 
that for some of you, this was the 
first time you had experienced 
what many of us consider 
“normal.”  While the last two 
years have been challenging, we 
have been blessed to welcome 
several new faces to our commu-
nity.  Even during a pandemic, 
people are looking for a church 
community they can call home. 

Over the last few months, the 
congregational council has start-
ed to think about how we can 
continue this growth and wel-
come new people into our com-
munity.  How do we do evange-
lism in what is undoubtedly a 

challenging time.  How do we 
show people the value of a com-
munity such as ours that is fo-
cused on caring for each other 
and living out Jesus’ call to love 
our neighbors and work for jus-
tice in our community and 
world?  The first step, I think, is 
to ask ourselves what brought us 
to Holy Nativity.  Beyond that, we 
should ask ourselves what keeps 
us here.  I would like to invite you 
to consider those important 
questions.  When we know what 
aspects of our faith community 
brought us here and keeps us 
here, we will be better equipped 
to share those things with our 
neighbors and our community. 

Recently, the polling firm Ipsos 
conducted a national study that 
looked at the state of Christianity 
in America.  They were research-
ing how COVID has affected reli-
gious participation (more than 30 
percent of Americans have de-
creased their participation in reli-
gious activities during the COVID-
19 pandemic), as well as percep-
tions of Christians by both Chris-
tians and non-Christians.  They 
also asked people about their 
perception of Jesus.  When asked 
what they thought was Jesus’ 
most important teaching, the 
most common response was, 
“love your neighbor.” 

One of the most interesting parts 

of the Ipsos study was when peo-
ple were asked what characteris-
tics they most associated with 
Christians.  The difference in re-
sponses from Christians and non-
Christians were like night and 
day.  Christians most commonly 
used the words, “giving,” 
“compassionate,” “loving,” and, 
“respectful,” while non-
Christians associated Christians 
most with the words, 
“hypocritical,” “judgmental,” 
“self-righteous,” and, “arrogant.”  
It is clear from these responses 
that we have some work to do.  
What would cause a somebody 
to have any interest in Christiani-
ty if this is how they view Chris-
tians?  I can’t think of anything. 

If we are interested in growing 
and attracting people to our 
community, it is going to take 
work showing the wider commu-
nity that we are who we say we 
are.  And it is going to take more 
than just describing ourselves as 
loving or compassionate.  It is 
going to take actually being lov-
ing and compassionate.  We have 
a responsibility to live up to the 
teaching of Jesus by being the 
face and hands of Jesus to our 
neighbors.  If we aren’t doing 
that, then we are simply missing 
the point. 

In God’s amazing grace,  
Pastor Jason 



SAVE THE DATE!! 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Sunday, May 1 

Confirmation Service 

 

Sunday, May 8 

Mother’s Day 

 

Tuesday, May 10 

Elizabeth Circle 

 

Wednesday, May 18 

Afternoon Bingo for All (FH) 

 

Thursday, May 19 

PRISM Taste of the Burbs (offsite) 

 

Saturday, May 21 

Spring Clean Up Day 

Treble Tones Concerts 

 

Sunday, May 22 

Congregational Meeting 

 

Tuesday, May 24 

Bingo at Outtakes 

 

Wednesday, May 25 

Sarah Circle 

 

Thursday, May 26  

Grounds Group Begins 

 

Monday, May 30 

Memorial Day (office closed) 

 

Sunday, June 12 

Altar Guild Informational Meeting 

Adult Forum meets in the Sanctuary every Sunday at 10:45am. 
The May schedule is: 
 
May 1:  NO Forum 

May 8:  Video and discussion: “Reformulating All Possibilities”  

May 8 is the final forum until fall. 

Confirmation:  
Sunday, May 1st is the 9:30am Affirmation of Baptism/Worship Service 
where the 9th grade class is confirmed. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 
Gabriel Cummings  Joshua Daniels  
Luke Ehlenfeldt  Addison Grimes 
Chloe Heffernan  Logan Holt 
Elizabeth Monner  Alleyne Syverson 
Leyton Unziker  Miles Wahlstrom 
Luke Weisjahn   
 
Thanks to all the Confirmation leaders, kids, and parents for another 
fantastic year! 

Sunday School Information 
May 8th is the last day of Sunday School.  Thanks to all the teachers, 
helpers, parents, and kids for another great year!   
 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, May 22nd 

10:45am 
Main topic of business is to elect 

new Council members. 

Spring Cleaning….outside 

(weather permitting) AND 
inside!   

Saturday, May 21st from 
9:00am to 12:00pm.  

Bring your  ‘tools of 
the trade’ and take 
part in the care of our 
building and property.  

 Many hands lighten the load!   

Help our youth get to New York!! 
We have 25 youth and 6 adults going on a trip to New York 
this summer.  Please check out the display in the Narthex to 
see how you can help us on our journey! 

 
Also, be aware that the flamingos will be flying in again 
this summer!  Keep watch for further details.  By the 
way, none of them carry the avian flu! 



Book Look 

PASTORAL ACTS 

Funeral:   4/20    Karmen   
                              Kahl 

Finding Fish by 
Antwone Quenton 
Fisher, a “gripping 
memoir, is an in-
spiring story of 
one man’s jour-
ney, a tale of 
strength of the individual over 
the challenges of life.” Chicago 
Tribune 
 
Baby Boy Fisher was raised in in-
stitutions from the moment of 
his birth in prison to a single 
mother. He ultimately came to 
live with a foster family, where 
he endured near-constant verbal 
and physical abuse. In his mid-
teens he escaped and enlisted in 
the navy, where he became a 
man of the world, raised by the 
family he created for himself. 
 
Finding Fish shows how, out of 
this unlikely mix of deprivation 
and hope, an artist was born—
first as the child who painted the 
feelings his words dared not 
speak, then as a poet and story-
teller who would eventually be-
come one of Hollywood’s most 
sought-after screenwriters. 
 
A tumultuous and ultimately 
gratifying tale of self-discovery 
written in Fisher’s gritty yet me-
lodic literary voice, Finding Fish is 
an unforgettable reading experi-
ence. 

CUSTODIAN CORNER – 
SPRING SHOWERS /SUMP 
PUMP WATERS 
Many thanks to 
Verne Erickson for 
replacing one worn 
out sump pump and 
repairing one flow switch as HNLC 
survives another Spring thaw. I 
was able to add a 40 foot 2.5” pvc 
line to help the water flow around 
our sanctuary SE corner to avoid 
backflow. I also helped Verne lift/
align a daycare 3’ by 5’ concrete 
sidewalk slab with the Johnston 
lever that Kirby Miller donated.  
 
During the New Hope April 4 
curbside pick-up/garage sale, I 
was able to recycle our black ste-
reo cabinet to a local apartment 
dweller and invited him and his 
family to visit Holy Nativity at the 
same time. Spring cleaning has 
begun as the carpet in all offices 
has been shampooed and cold air 
returns vacuumed. Look forward 
to seeing you at our Spring clean-
up on Saturday, May 21st from 
9:00 to 11:00am. 

GROUNDS UPKEEP GROUP 
As another winter 
thaws out and spring 
blooms new life, our 
church grounds pre-

sent many opportunities for our 
members to work together to 
improve its appearance. Whether 
raking leaves, collecting branch-
es, pulling weeds, trimming trees 
or gardening, nature provides an 
abundance of outdoor activities 
that all members are invited to 
participate in. Join our team eve-
ry Thursday morning from 9:00-
11:00am starting May 26. Ques-
tions?? Contact Tom Wiblishau-
ser at 763-656-8850 

SENIOR FITNESS –  
BEST EXERCISES 
Researchers have found that reg-
ular exercise lowers blood pres-
sure, helps control weight, 
strengthens muscles, can help 
reduce smoking, slow diabetes 
development, lower stress and 
inflammation. According to the 
National Council of Aging, regular 
exercise reduces the risk of fall-
ing by 23%. The Alzheimer’s Re-
search and Prevention Founda-
tion found that regular exercise 
has been shown to reduce your 
risk of Alzheimer’s disease or de-
mentia by 50%. 

 
Best senior exer-
cises according 
to “Senior Life-
style” are water 

aerobics, chair yoga, resistant 
band workouts, Pilates (mats & 
core strength), walking (10,000 
steps/2 miles per day), body 
weight workouts, and dumbbell 
strength training, I also recom-
mend dancing, bicycling and the 
Total Gym for fun, adventure and 
strengthening. Also consider out-
door exercise at church every 
Thursday morning at 9:00-
11:00am with the grounds clean-
up group starting May 26.  
Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 



PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
and so much more!!   

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's Facebook page,   
or contact Pat Harwell, 763-544-7186, harwellwp@msn.com 

VOLUNTEER IMPACT DURING MARCH, 2022 
2,229 Individuals served in the Marketplace Food Shelf (1,005 households) 
137,817 pounds of high-quality food distributed to our neighbors. 
$26,086.00 in revenue made at the Shop for Change Thrift Store.  All proceeds go toward supporting 

basic needs programs. 
 
URGENT NEED FOR FOOD – Donations are down, costs are up, “rescue” food availability is down.  Despite 

sizable food collections from Calvary Lutheran (800 pounds), Valley Community Presbyterian (2,000 pounds), 

and 4,000 pounds collected at the Cub Foods/Two Men and a Truck collection in March, PRISM is OUT OF 

STOCK of several items – Mac “N Cheese, Pasta, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Soup, and Canned Fruit.  PLEASE donate 

what you can as soon as possible. 

COMING SOON – TASTE OF THE ‘BURBS – Thursday, May 19, 6:30-8:00pm. This year’s event will include a 
series of “Watch Parties” around the area: 

Under Pressure Brewery – Golden Valley 
Frankie’s Chicago Style Restaurant – New Hope 
Pub 42 Restaurant – New Hope 
New Hope Cinema Grill – New Hope 
Luce Line Brewery – Plymouth 
Nona Rosa – Robbinsdale 
REM5 Virtual Reality – St. Louis Park 

Each location will have a variety of food options, opportunity to bid on silent auction items, purchase golden 
tickets for a chance at your choice of  4 vacation locations plus a $1,000 gift card, and a video presentation 
about the work PRISM does in our community.  There is a $40 donation to reserve a spot at one of the Watch 
Parties.  Reserve your spot at the location of your choice at www.prismmpls.org. Holy Nativity is a $1,000 
Bronze Level Sponsor for this event. 

SHOP FOR CHANGE THRIFT STORE NEEDS DONATIONS – As you do your spring cleaning and get out those 
summer clothes, remember that PRISM needs your donation of clothing, shoes and household items. All pro-
ceeds from the store, which is open to the public, directly support PRISM programs. 

GET INVOLVED – PRISM still needs volunteers in the Shop for Change sales floor, especially on Thursdays un-
til 7:00pm and Saturdays.  Don’t forget to save your paper grocery bags and bring them to church with your 
food donation.  To learn more about these and other ways to participate, contact Nolan Isaacson, Volunteer 
Manager at 763-432-4230, or via email – nisaacson@prismmpls.org.  Schedule a time with Nolan to visit 
PRISM, get a tour, and find out what opportunity fits you best! 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 
meets on Zoom twice a month 
on Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  May dates are 5/2 and 
5/16.  If you have any interest in 
learning more about Centering 
Prayer and/or joining us, please 
contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
 Weekly Bible Study 
continues in person 

on Tuesdays at 10:00am.  All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information. 

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets Thursdays in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00am.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Just 
come to chat and have coffee 
and treats if you don’t sew….and 
maybe you can learn how! 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet at 
10:00am on the 

First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-
408-2049 or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Masks and 
Covid-19 vaccinations required. 

May's Monthly Mission Support 
goes to Pine Ridge Ogala Lakota Indi-
an Reservation located in South Da-
kota. Holy Nativity has a long part-
nership with this community, desig-
nated as one of the poorest areas in 
the U.S. The Reservation has few 
natural resources and no industry. 
Many residents travel more than 
120 miles to Rapid City for seasonal 
employment. While the church no 
longer travels there for mission pro-
jects, the money we collect goes 
directly to provide basic necessities 
for the almost 40,000 residents 
there. Please consider giving to this 
worthwhile mission! 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 

The Wildfire Collaborative is 
planning to start the Respite for 
the Caregiver program on June 7.  
In order to do this, volunteers are 
needed.  The program meets the 
1st and the 3rd Tuesdays every 
month year round.  A program 
review/training is scheduled for 
Tuesday, May 17 from 10 am to 
noon at House of Hope Lutheran 
in New Hope. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Enjoy the Columbarium 
Garden 

Visit the Columbarium at the 
south end of the parking lot. The 
flowers and soothing sound of 
the bubbler offer a quiet place to 
relax and regroup.  
Notice the two columns- they hold the cremains of loved ones and the 
plaques on the reverse side are in memory of loved ones interred at 
another site. While difficult, it is never too early to plan. Holy Nativity’s 
columbarium offers a beautiful setting at a very affordable cost. 
 
Please consider making plans for your future and the burden off your 
family.  Pick up a brochure in the narthex, call the church office or con-
tact a committee member. 

THANK YOU to all who participated in the Palm Sunday 
Breakfast and Silent Auction to benefit our Youth.  Be-
cause of the generosity of our congregation and the 
hard work from our youth and their families, we were 
able to raise over $3800!   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
A heartfelt THANK YOU to Nancy Nagle  for the years 
(she began in 1984) of allowing us to “stop and smell the 
roses” as she steps away from creating the beautiful 
flower arrangements we enjoy each Sunday.  While we 
will still have flowers, they won’t have quite the love!! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
After 17 years of dedicated commitment, Pat Harwell is 
stepping down in her role as Holy Nativity's Faith Network 
Partner with PRISM. During her years of service, she has 
helped Holy Nativity contribute greatly to the mission of 
PRISM both with the monthly donations as well as the 
larger events during the year. We have been blessed to 

have Pat's leadership for almost two decades and cannot underesti-
mate her stewardship, direction, and generosity for Holy Nativity, 
PRISM, and the people in this area. When you get a chance, please 
thank Pat for her hard work helping this social ministry build healthy, 
stable lives in our community. 

B-I-N-G-O!!! 

Wednesday, May 18 
at 1:00pm is our next 
HN bingo event. Join us in the 
Fellowship Hall for 10 rousing 
games of bingo!  Gift card prizes 
to the lucky winners.  Come meet 
up with friends and spend a re-
laxing afternoon. 

On Saturday, May 21, the Treble Tones 
will be holding their Spring Concerts at 
Holy Nativity at 4:00pm and again at 
7:00pm.  Please come and enjoy some 
fun, uplifting and entertaining music! 

SUMMER 
MUSIC 
SIGN-UP 

A Summer Special Music Sign-up 
Sheet is on the board across 
from the office.  Please sign up to 
sing or play special music this 
summer! Contact Iver if an ac-
companist or other assistance is 
needed. 

“Grief: Lessons on Loss, 
Healing & Hope” 

Hosted by Elim 
Lutheran Church 
of Robbinsdale 
and organized and 
sponsored by a 
collaboration of local churches, 
“Grief: Lessons on Loss, Healing 
& Hope” will be held on Wednes-
days in May from 7:00-
8:30pm.  The event will include 
presentations by professionals in 
the field of grief and mental 
health.  Each of these evenings 
include optional group discus-
sions and closing prayers.  Please 
contact Elim at 763-537-8481 or 
our faith community nurse, Jan 
Nelson-Schwartz, to clarify any 
details.  Registration is at the 
door beginning at 6:45pm. This 
event is free. 

mailto:jan.nelsonschwartz@elim-robbinsdale.org?subject=Grief%20Lessons%20Event
mailto:jan.nelsonschwartz@elim-robbinsdale.org?subject=Grief%20Lessons%20Event


Our thoughts and prayers go out to: 
 
Lorna Tjaden on the death of her husband Carl Weiser 
 
Herman Kahl and family upon the death of Karmen 
 

  “Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted”    
~ Matthew 5:4 

 
 

 

Now more than ever, your support is needed! 

We hope to resume our blood drives this fall. 

In the meantime, please consider donating blood at a local donation center or another mobile drive near you. You can 
donate EVERY 56 days! 

To search for convenient locations and dates, go to mbc.org and select SCHEDULE NOW. 

Contact Marisa Lerum (612-499-3089 or mmkalerum@gmail.com with any questions, or if you would like to help with 
future blood drives. 

 

Thank you for your life-saving contribution! 

Join us for a Midsummer Pig Roast! 

June 22nd - the day after the summer solstice - is when we'll be joining the other Wild-
fire churches for a fundraiser to help Every Meal. This is the organization that combined 
with Kid Pack, a longtime mission that Holy Nativity has supported. 

 Every Meal's mission is to:  Fight child hunger through community and school partnerships, and their goal is 
filling food gaps for children living in food insecurity. Over 200,000 children in Minnesota don’t always have 
access to the nutrition they need to learn and grow. This is an unfortunate reality for so many kids in our 
community. Every Meal focuses on the weekend food gap, when children aren’t able to receive free and re-
duced meal programs at school. Volunteers from Holy Nativity distribute bags of food at Meadow Lake Ele-
mentary on alternating Fridays, and the response from the students (and teachers) has been very positive. 

 The Pig Roast will be held at House of Hope Lutheran Church from 6:00 - 9:00 where a delicious dinner will 
be provided along with musical entertainment and a raffle for fabulous prizes. Staff from Every Meal will also 
be there showing videos of their valuable work and answering questions about how we as a congregation can 
continue partnering with them for success. 

 Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children 6 - 12, and FREE for those 5 years and younger. Please watch the 
Holy Post and Sunday bulletin for more details about how and when you can purchase tickets. 

http://mbc.org
mailto:mmkalerum@gmail.com


Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, April 19, 2022 

In Person Meeting Called to Order:  By Alan Sommervold at 7:02pm. 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Emily Spanjers 
Secretary’s Report – Marisa Lerum 
• M/S/Approved March 2022 minutes. 

Thank you notes received from New Hope Women of Today ($400) & Greater Mpls. Crisis Nursery ($731 
on 3/9). 

Financial Report for the period ending: MARCH 31, 2022 – Milton Ferris 
The March 2022 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($5,700) which is $4,500 better than budget, 

but roughly ($4,400) behind last year. 
March offerings came in $8,800 better than the monthly budget and YTD offerings are $7,600 higher than 

last year. 
Revenue from facilities is in line with budget. With Word of Life leaving in May, facilities revenue is pro-

jected to be $16,000 below budget in 2022 unless another renter or other source of revenue is found 
to replace this loss in revenue.  

Expenses in March were close to budget coming in over budget by ($1,500). 
Looking toward the remainder of the year the loss of revenue from Word of Life ($24,000) on an annual 

basis, in addition to the ($30,000) budgeted deficit will need to be figured out by year-end.   Currently 
we have roughly $53,000 in prior year reserves to help out this year. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice – HNLC is currently finishing up an ELCA series of forums on the 
topic. Good feedback from those who have attended. These were condensed presentations consisting of five 
45-min. sessions versus 2 hours each.  Considering doing as a larger series in the fall with the other Wildfire 
Churches. 
Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices - Connie Toavs and Emily Spanjers said the group is finalizing sum-
mer plans to further involve more preschool families. Retreat scheduled for May 14th. 



Council Minutes Continued  

Discussed planning for a capital 
campaign to cover property expens-
es not in budget. 
Lists are still being compiled by vari-
ous ministry teams on long-term 
projects that will require funding 
such as the organ (WAM), bath-
rooms, windows, HVAC, exterior 
building painting, parking lot re-
pairs, additional AV needs 
(Property).  A few bids were ob-
tained pre-Covid that should be re-
viewed again. Still have aprox. $12K 
that was set aside for bathroom re-
model as part of last campaign. 
Pay-off/Pay down mortgage was 
discussed as another possible op-
tion to allow more cash flow and 
decrease interest expense. 
Discussion on educating members 
on what funds we have that can be 
spent on certain areas. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Current Council members that will 
be at the end of their 3-year terms 
are as follows: Alan Sommervold, 
Milton Ferris, Connie Toavs & Mari-
sa Lerum. Will be seeking 2-3 new 
positions for 2022-23. All confirmed 
members are welcome!  
Spring Congregational Meeting – M/
S/Approved scheduling on Sunday, 
May 22 at 10:45 am. 
Request from Boy Scout troop to 
display plaques, etc. in Fellowship 
Hall. Council did not find any issues 
with this, but will defer to Property 
team for any further considerations 
and convey approval to Chris Dan-
iels. 
A lengthy conversation was had re-
garding a long-term plan for build-
ing community, re-engaging our cur-
rent members and increasing mem-
bership. 
Strategic planning will be needed 
that will involve the creation of a 
team of ambitious members to fo-

cus on this endeavor of cre-
ating tangible goals, collecting 
data, publicizing, etc.    
Various suggestions of other 
efforts included an annual mul-
ti-church event/service, updat-
ed brochures for new neighbor 
packets, encouraging messag-
es on digital sign, welcome 
back video/social media cam-
paign in the fall, reach out to 
current members to share 
their stories to publish/
promote, smaller focus 
groups/gatherings to further 
connections & relationships, 
engage in more community 
events and develop education 
surrounding our purpose. 
Also ties into our Faith Practic-
es/Neighboring Practices fo-
cus. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORTS:  
Pastor Jason Report to Council 
– APRIL 2022 
Worship attendance has re-
mained fairly consistent, 
around 90 in person and 25-30 
online.  Palm Sunday and East-
er saw a nice in-person in-
crease and Wednesday Lenten 
services had good attendance. 
A big thank you to all who act-
ed in our Lenten drama series 
on Jonah, especially Brian 
Johnson! 
The Child Care Center contin-
ues to operate relatively nor-
mally and is doing well finan-
cially. 
The Minneapolis Area Synod 
Assembly happens on April 30, 
8:30am-2pm at Central Luther-
an Church in Minneapolis.  Our 
voting members are Pastor 
Ashley, Deb Peterson, April 
Umana, Franklin Wahlstrom, 
and myself. 

Adult forums continue to focus 
on racial injustice, specifically the 
ELCA declaration to people of 
African descent that was issued 
in 2019. 
The columbarium committee met 
tonight.  We are looking at how 
to correct some discoloration on 
the columns. 
 
Pastor Ashley Report to Council - 
APRIL 2022 
11 students will be confirmed on 
Sunday, May 1 at the 9:30 ser-
vice. I have been meeting with 
them one-on-one as the final 
step in their 3 year journey, and 
am excited to celebrate them 
soon! 
25 students and 6 adults are go-
ing to NYC this summer! We’ve 
had our first meeting and plans 
are well underway. I’m lining up a 
variety of speakers to talk to our 
students about immigration. This 
is an educational trip, topic-
oriented, and we will apply our 
faith to what we learn!  
The first year of re:Install and 
Third Wednesday Worship wrap-
up tomorrow night. I am hoping 
to continue both next year, to 
continue to gain momentum! I 
think both ministries have been 
well-received.  
I am heading to Italy! Finally! Aa-
ron and I are taking our two-
years-postponed honeymoon in 
May. I will be out for 2 weeks, 
from May 4-May 18. We are so 
excited!  
 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Adjournment – M/S/Approved to 
adjourn at 8:51 pm. 
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