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We’ve just returned from our 
two-week trip to Italy. I’m sitting 
at my kitchen table, and only 24 
hours ago I was sitting in the Par-
is airport, waiting for our con-
necting flight to Minneapolis. I’m 
sitting at my kitchen table, and 
only 48 hours ago, I was wander-
ing the ruins of Pompeii.  

Travel is such an incredible thing. 
Being away on this trip, I realized 
just how much I have missed ex-
ploring new places and going on 
new adventures. Travel was just 
one of many things the pandemic 
took from us, and it felt so liber-
ating to be back at it.  

I can’t tell you all about our trip 
here, as it would take the entire 
newsletter (something I don’t 
think Linda would appreciate!). If 
you want to hear more, let’s get 
coffee or chat at church in the 
coming weeks. Instead of detail-
ing the delicious food of Flor-
ence, the incredible history of 
Rome, and the sparkling blue of 
the Mediterranean Sea, I will say 
this: travel. Now. This summer or 
fall. Do it. Go someplace new. 
Pastor’s orders.  

Yep, that’s right. As your pastor, I 
am deeply invested in you and 
your family (or you and your 
friends, or just you!) traveling. 
Why? The reasons are many:  

I care about your mental, physi-
cal, emotional, and spiritual well-
being. Taking vacation time, prac-
ticing rest, and trying new things 
that empower you are all part of 
that formula.  

God’s world is beautiful and vast, 
and God wants you to delight in 
all that God has made. It’s true. 
God wants you to enjoy the 
world God has made. Think 
about it this way—if you spent 
the time and energy creating a 
beautiful clay bowl for someone 
you love, and then you gave it 
them as a gift and they never, 
ever used it, putting it in a cup-
board somewhere instead of us-
ing it to hold salad or keys or 
simply showing it off—you would 
be disappointed. You want the 
recipient of your gift to enjoy it, 
to take delight in it, to use it. 
Same with God. God has created 
a diverse world, filled with all 
kinds of animals and plants and 
people, and God wants you to 
explore it and enjoy it.  

Traveling reminds us that we are 
wired for connection and rela-
tionship, a need that has gone 
undernourished these past two 
years. On our last night in Flor-
ence, we were wandering the 
streets, taking our time to enjoy 
the weather, the people-
watching, and the beauty of the 
city around us. We stumbled up-
on a large open square (a piazza, 

in Italian), surrounded on all sides 
by restaurants bursting with peo-
ple. Laughter and conversation 
filled the air. There was also, in 
the middle of the square, an ac-
cordion player. This was no ordi-
nary accordion player, though. 
He was churning out the latest 
pop hits, complete with a back-
ground track. A group of Italian 
teenagers flocked his direction, 
immediately singing along and 
dancing. Taking this all in, my 
eyes started to fill with tears. To 
see people enjoying life again 
was such a moving thing. To see 
people enjoying relationships, 
being with one another, and rel-
ishing in the moment was so 
powerful after the isolation and 
wanting of the past years. Travel 
is an excellent vehicle for connec-
tion. 

When you travel someplace new, 
that place and its people become 
meaningful to you in a way they 
were not prior to your travel. The 
world becomes a little smaller 
and your compassion becomes a 
little greater. When you explore a 
new state or a new country, sud-
denly the people who live there 
are not just strangers in a far-off 
place. They are people who have 
given you directions, served you 
dinner, welcomed you to hotels 
or campgrounds, and told you 
their stories. They are real people 
who have impacted you in some 



Help our youth get to New York!! 
We have 25 youth and 6 adults going on a trip to New York 
this summer.  Please check out the display in the Narthex to 
see how you can help us on our journey! Thank you for your 
support! 
 

Also, be aware that the flamingos will be flying in 
again this summer! They are friendly and do not carry 
the avian flu! Keep watch for further details! 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATES: 

Quincy Davis   Jake Eggert 
Hamilton Ferris  Daniel Hoerger 
Jayden Hove   Jerry Kohls 
Magnus Korstad  Joseph Kubly  
Madeline Monner  Adrianna Nichols 
Joey Olson   Diego Umana 
Franklin Wahlstrom 
 
Join us for celebration cake during Fellowship on Sunday, June 5th. 

Happy Hour with Pastor Jason 

Join Pastor Jason at Wicked Wort Brewing 
Company in downtown Robbinsdale) 4165 West Broadway) for Happy 
Hour on June 29 from 4:30pm-7:00pm.  Come anytime for some good 
conversation and a tasty beverage!  All (over 21) are welcome!  If the 
weather cooperates, we’ll try to be on the patio. 

It’s summer, which means that Coffee and Conversa-
tion with Pastor Ashley is back! Coffee and Conversa-
tion is an opportunity to connect informally and 
spend time with Pastor Ashley and others. Show up 
when you can, as you are!  

 
This summer we will be meeting at Caribou Coffee on the corner of 
42nd and Winnetka. It’s been a few years since we’ve been at an actual 
coffee shop due to Covid, but it feels like a good time to return.  
 
Below you will find the dates for Coffee and Conversation. Again, you 
can come for 15 minutes or stay for the entire time! You can come with 
something on your mind, or come just to say “hi!” All are welcome. 
Coffee and Conversation will meet on the following Thursdays, from 
3:30-5:00pm. 

June 9  July 21  August 18  
 

Can’t wait to see you there!  

Pastor’s Article continued: 

way, big or small. When you return 
home and there is something on 
the news or you hear something 
on the radio about what is going 
on with those people in that 
place—you can’t be unmoved. A 
hurricane or a tornado or a war or 
a shooting isn’t just happening in 
some random place to some ran-
dom people. It’s happening to a 
place you know, to a people you’ve 
encountered. To travel is to ex-
pand understanding and compas-
sion. It’s to make the list of people 
and places you care about longer 
with each destination. And the 
world needs more of this now, 
than ever.  

So do it. Travel somewhere new. 
Take some time off. Meet people 
who are different from you. De-
light in the world God has made. 
Be shaped and changed by who 
and what you encounter. It will 
only make you a better-rested, 
more compassionate human, root-
ed in God’s love for you and all 
people. What more could a pas-
tor—or anyone—want?  

In Christ, Pastor Ashley   



Book Look 

PASTORAL ACTS 

Interment:    5/14    
                       Deanna Mills 
 

Wedding (offsite):  5/21 
 

Baptisms:      5/22 
                        Levi Johnson 
                        Reese Erickson 
            Brett Erickson 
 

Funeral:         5/31 
                        Joyce Traczyk 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – 
SPRING SHOWERS/GUTTERS 
OVERFLOW/PUDDLES 

Huge thank you to all 
who participated in 
the Spring Clean Up, 
including Chris Dan-

iels and the Boy Scouts! Many 
thanks to Kirby Miller as we both 
worked on installing two new 
faucets in the women’s main 
bathroom. We now only have 
one more replacement install for 
the men’s bathroom.  
 
Also, thanks to Dean Birkholz for 
removing over 60 pounds of dirt 
and shingle granules from the 
gutter midway between both 
daycare entrances. Now the 
drooping patio gutter from which 
I removed all pine needles last 
fall needs bracket support. 
Thanks to our lawn team: Verne 
Erickson for preparing our two 
riding and push mower for riders 
Rawley Manning and Rod Moser. 
 
Spring cleaning has been in full 
swing. Whether vacuuming freez-
er coils, shampooing carpets and 
daycare accidents, cleaning fur-
nace filters, cold air returns, dry-
er duct, spraying creeping Charlie 
& dandelions or repairing our 
front cement entrance, the to-do 
list never ends. Let’s hope the 
dance with our 12-section sprin-
kler system goes well with few 
leaks or pop-up issues.  
 
Hope to see any available volun-
teers on Thursdays with the 9-
11am Grounds Clean Up Group to 
tackle other outside adventures.  
Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR  
FITNESS –  
NEW HOPE 
WALKING 
GROUP/CHAIR FITNESS 
Once again, the New Hope Walk-
ing Group (former runners) often 
meets on Saturday morning at 
7:00am. at Country Kitchen, 
heading south on Winnetka. By 
7:30am they are headed back 
north on Winnetka. Led by for-
mer mayor Peter Enck and dis-
trict 281 teacher Jim Dolan, they 
welcome anyone to join them on 
the fly as I have in the past. 
 
For those more inclined to work 
out indoors, my wife Karen re-
cently discovered low impact 
chair workouts “Sit and Be Fit” by 
Mary Ann Wilson, R.N. It can be 
viewed on Dish channel 17 (TPT-
2) 7:00-7:30am, M-F.  You can 
also try “Grow Your Fitness,” The 
Founder’s Club best online chair 
workouts for seniors at 
https:/.GrowYoungFitness.com. 
The cost is $30/mo. Or $59 quar-
terly.  
 
Otherwise join our Thursday 
morning grounds clean-up group 
from 900-11:00am.  
Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 

Summer! Time to enjoy 
being on the water. As 
Long As It Takes: 
Meeting the Challenge 
by William Pinkney is a delightful 
autobiography. 
Captain William “Bill” Pinkney tells 
us the story that as a young boy 
growing up in the part of Chicago 
called “Bronzeville,” he was made 
aware of a depressing statistic: 
“Before I would turn 21, the chances 
were that I would be on drugs, in 
jail, or dead from crimes of violence. 
That was because I was a black 
male, educated in the public school 
system, raised partially on welfare, 
and brought up by a divorced wom-
an.” Pinkney beat the odds because 
“my mother never believed it—and 
neither did I. I was taught, and con-
vinced, that I could become whatev-
er I wanted to be if I was willing to 
work for it.” 
On June 9, 1992, Captain Pinkney 
sailed his boat, Commitment, into 
Boston Harbor after completing a 
twenty-two-month solo-
circumnavigation of the globe. As 
the first African-American to sail 
alone via Cape Horn through the 
dangerous Southern Ocean, the 
journey was even more special be-
cause of the message he set out to 
send to children about their dreams, 
education, and, above all, commit-
ment. 
During his adventures on the high 
seas—from Boston to Bermuda, Bra-
zil, South Africa, Tasmania, around 
Cape Horn, Uruguay, and back to 
Boston—Pickney communicated 
with students in Boston and Chicago 
almost daily via radio, home video 
dispatches, and position locations 
by satellite. His communiques with 
students not only taught them sail-
ing basics, geometry, biology, ecolo-
gy, and geography, but also present-
ed them with valuable life lessons of 
dedication, perseverance, and sur-
vival. 

https://members.GrowYoungFitness.com


PRISM IS IN ITS 51ST YEAR SERVING OUR COMMUNITY - FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
and so much more!!   

1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 
Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Check out the PRISM website www.prismmpls.org , or "like" PRISM's Facebook page,   
or contact Scott Hennessy, 612-418-8181, kojak47@comcast.net 

This is my “last” Tidings article.  It has been a privilege to represent Holy Nativity at PRISM, and I hope the 
support will continue.  Pat Harwell 
   
VOLUNTEER IMPACT DURING APRIL, 2022 

2,320 Individuals served in the Marketplace Food Shelf (1,048 households) 
127,157 pounds of high-quality food distributed to our neighbors. 
The number of people served keeps going up, and the amount of food available is down. 
$27,847 in revenue made at the Shop for Change Thrift Store.  All proceeds go toward supporting 

basic needs programs. 
 
URGENT NEED FOR FOOD – The urgent need continues - especially with kids out of school.  Without the 
meals they get in school, the number of visits to the Food Shelf will just keep increasing.  PRISM needs kid-
friendly food like Breakfast Cereal, Mac ‘N Cheese, Pasta, Peanut Butter, Jelly, Soup, and Canned Fruit.  
PLEASE donate what you can as soon as possible. 
 
WAYS TO GET INVOLVED THIS SUMMER: 
Fresh Produce Distribution – The 1st and 3rd Tuesdays in June through October.  Volunteer shifts are 9:30am 

to 12:30pm.  Help sort and distribute fresh produce that comes on pallets from Second Harvest.  A fun 
way to participate – families, friends, or individuals. Open to the public. 

Pop Up for PRISM – June 18 and 19, 10:00am – 5:00pm at Cub Foods in Plymouth (Hwy. 55 near Bachmans).  
Two-hour shifts are available – to greet shoppers and ask them to purchase a few extra items for the 
Food Shelf, and a fun way to promote PRISM in the community. 

The last event held in March collected over 4,000 pounds of food and $700 in cash donations.  The store 
manager at this location is a big supporter of PRISM. 

Contact Nolan Isaacson, Volunteer Manager, to participate in these fun opportunities. 
 

SHOP FOR CHANGE THRIFT STORE ALSO NEEDS DONATIONS – Remember PRISM can always use your gently 
used household items, clothing, shoes and accessories.  They are open Monday-Friday, 9:00am – 5:00pm to 
accept your donation. 
 
GET INVOLVED – PRISM is always in need of volunteers.  Don’t forget to save your paper grocery bags and 
bring them to church with your food donation.  To learn more about these and other ways to participate, 
contact Nolan Isaacson, Volunteer Manager at 763-432-4230, or via email – nisaacson@prismmpls.org.  
Schedule a time with Nolan to visit PRISM, get a tour, and find out what opportunity fits you best! 

http://www.prismmpls.org/
mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 
meets on Zoom twice a month 
on Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  June dates are 6/6 and 
6/20.  If you have any interest in 
learning more about Centering 
Prayer and/or joining us, please 
contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Study is on break 
for the summer.  
Please join us when we return in 
September.   All are welcome.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets Thursdays in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00am.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Just 
come to chat and have coffee 
and treats if you don’t sew….and 
maybe you can learn how! 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-
408-2049 or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Masks and 
Covid-19 vaccinations required. 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program on 
June 7.  In order to do this, volun-
teers are needed.  The program 
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or pro-
gram coordinator, Parish Nurse 
Debbie Haney at 612-408-2049. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Deb 
Haney at 612-408-2049 with 
questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


PARISH LIFE OUTINGS!! 

We have scheduled 
an outing to Mystic 
Lake Casino on 
Wednesday, June 15th.  We will 
meet at the Dollar Tree parking 
lot at 63rd and Brooklyn Boule-
vard.  The free shuttle leaves at 
9:15am with arrival at the casino 
at 10:40am.  We catch the 
shuttle back at 2:30pm (which 
will be full of winners!) 

We have reserved 
18 tickets to The 
Old Log Theatre’s 

performance (no dinner) of Jim-
my Buffett’s Escape to Margari-
taville on Thursday, August 
18th   for the 7:30pm perfor-
mance .  The cost is $32 per per-
son.  We can meet at the church 
and carpool if anyone wants. 

Please sign up across from the 
office if you are interested in ei-
ther of these events, or contact 
the office and we can sign you 
up.  We will need your $$ and 
sign up for the Old Log by Tues-
day, July 5th.   

WELCOME AND THANK YOU 
Scott Hennessy is our new PRISM 
representative and Nancy Han-
son has taken over as our in-
person Funeral Coordinator.  
Thanks so much for volunteering. 
It’s nice to know these important 
tasks are in such wonderful and 
capable hands! 
 

SUMMER 
MUSIC  
SIGN-UP 
 

A Summer Special Music Sign-up 
Sheet is on the board across 
from the office.  Please sign up to 
sing or play special music this 
summer! Contact Iver if an ac-
companist or other assistance is 
needed. 

"A note of thanks to all of the Ho-
ly Nativity Musicians for all of 
their hard work during the past 
program year. As always, I am so 
thankful to be Music Director at a 
church where there are so many 
great musicians who are willing 
to share their talents." 

Iver 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

“Sunday School has concluded 
for the 2021-2022 year. I want to 
thank all the teachers for the 
amazing work that you have 
done with our students during 
what has been a challenging pro-
gram year. Our Sunday School 
program would not exist without 
you. You are amazing. 
 
To all the Sunday School students 
I want to say: Thank you so much 
for sharing your ideas and energy 
with me every Sunday. The abso-
lute best part of Sunday School is 
getting to know you all. You are  
wonderful humans with so much 
to offer. I’m looking forward to 
seeing you again in September! “ 

Kristen 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Sunday, June 5 

High School Graduates Recognized 

 

Thursday, June 9 

Coffee and Conversation with 

Pastor Ashley at Caribou Coffee 

 

Sunday, June 12 

Altar Guild Interest Meeting 

 

Wednesday, June 15 

Mystic Lake Casino Outing 

 

Sunday, June 19 

Father’s Day 

 

Wednesday, June 22 

Midsummer Pig Roast at 
House of Hope 

 

Tuesday, June 28 

Bingo at Outtakes 

 

Wednesday, June 29 

Wicked Wort Happy Hour with 
Pastor Jason 

 

Monday, July 4 

Independence Day 

Office Closed 

 

Sunday, July 24-28 

Youth Trip to New York 

 

Thursday, August 18 

Old Log Theatre Outing 



Our thoughts and prayers go out to: 
 
Mavis Lindgren on the death of her brother Gary 
 
Scott Syverson and family on the death of his father Gary 
 
Family of Joyce Traczyk on her death 
 

  “Blessed are those who mourn for they will be comforted”    
~ Matthew 5:4 

 

Now more than ever, your support is 
needed! 

We hope to resume our blood drives this fall. In the mean-
time, please consider donating blood at a local donation center or an-

other mobile drive near you. You can donate EVERY 56 days! 

To search for convenient locations and dates, go to mbc.org and select 
SCHEDULE NOW. 

Contact Marisa Lerum (612-499-3089 or mmkalerum@gmail.com with 
any questions, or if you would like to help with future blood drives. 

Thank you for your life-saving contribution! 

Join us for a Midsummer Pig Roast! 

On June 22nd, we'll be joining the other Wildfire churches for a fundraiser to help Every 
Meal. This is the organization that combined with Kid Pack, a longtime mission that Ho-
ly Nativity has supported. 

Every Meal's mission is to:  Fight child hunger through community and school partnerships, and their goal is 
filling food gaps for children living in food insecurity. Every Meal focuses on the weekend food gap, when 
children aren’t able to receive free and reduced meal programs at school. Volunteers from Holy Nativity dis-
tribute bags of food at Meadow Lake Elementary on alternating Fridays, and the response from the students 
and teachers has been very positive. 

The Pig Roast will be held at House of Hope Lutheran Church from 6:00 - 9:00pm where a delicious dinner 
will be provided along with musical entertainment and a raffle for fabulous prizes. Staff from Every Meal will 
also be there showing videos of their valuable work and answering questions about how we as a congrega-
tion can continue partnering with them for success. 

 Tickets are $25 for adults, $10 for children 6 - 12, and FREE for those 5 years and younger. Tickets are being 
sold before and after each Sunday church service.  

This is sure to be THE event of the summer! Please plan on attending and help us raise money for such a wor-
thy cause. 

June’s Monthly Mission 
Support 

Home Free 

The Home Free Community Pro-
gram provides safety planning, 
emotional support, and legal ad-
vocacy to families impacted by 
domestic violence. They ensure a 
community-wide response to 
these situations through coordi-
nation of law enforcement, crimi-
nal justice, and social service sys-
tems. Services are provided to 11 
cities and municipalities in north-
west Hennepin County.  

Home Free also offers services to 
immigrant and refugee victims of 
domestic violence, including safe 
shelter, information and support, 
and immigration-specific advoca-
cy. Please consider donating to 
provide these critical support ser-
vices. 

http://mbc.org
mailto:mmkalerum@gmail.com


Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, May 17, 2022 

ZOOM Meeting Called to Order:  By Alan Sommervold at 7:04 pm. 
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Jeremy Schmitz 
Secretary’s Report – Marisa Lerum 
M/S/Approved April minutes.  
Financial Report for the period ending: APRIL 30, 2022 – Milton Ferris 
The April 2022 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($8,500) which is $3,000 better than budget, but 
roughly ($600) behind last year. 
April offerings came in just under the monthly budget and YTD offerings are $13,600 higher than last year. 
Revenue from facilities is in line with budget. With Word of Life leaving in May, facilities revenue is projected 
to be $16,000 below budget in 2022 unless another renter or other source of revenue is found to replace the 
loss in revenue.  
Expenses in April were close to budget coming in over budget by ($1,500). 
Looking toward the remainder of the year the loss of revenue from Word of Life ($24,000) on an annual ba-
sis, in addition to the ($30,000) budgeted deficit will need to be figured out by year-end.   Currently we have 
roughly $53,000 in prior year reserves to help out this year. 



Council Minutes Continued  

OLD BUSINESS: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice – See last item in Pastor Jason’s report. Considering doing anoth-
er series in the fall, possibly with the Wildfire churches. 
Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices - Connie Toavs, Emily Spanjers & Pastor Jason – Retreat was held 
last weekend where the groups developed charts to assist in the neighborhood listening campaign. The plan 
our team created is to target our childcare families and get to know them more. 1-2 events planned for this 
summer. Dates TBD. The first one would likely be held at church and be a more casual gathering with activi-
ties for the kids (bouncy house??) and possibly a food truck. The second one would be a little more formal 
and might include a dinner out for the parents with a Q&A type session. Want to emphasize that there is not 
a ‘hidden agenda’ and we don’t intend to evangelize. The purpose is to build relationships and simply listen. 
Will be looking for volunteers to help out with these events. 
We are still looking for three people for council positions. 
Congregational Meeting – Scheduled for Sunday, May 22 at 10:45 am. 
Further discussion of capital campaign & timing. 
Need to develop more formal list of other long-term projects and their costs that will require funding such as 
organ (WAM), bathroom, windows, HVAC, exterior building painting (Property).   
Continuing conversation on increasing membership. We will continue to gather ideas and a team to develop 
a systematic approach that will start out with deliberate conversations and critical listening to both veteran 
and new members.  Jane Rupprecht agreed to briefly address the topic at the Congregational meeting on 
May 22nd.  Council members agreed that seeking out new members, Faith Practices and Neighboring Practic-
es and a Capital Campaign are all tied together. We need a plan to take us forward, be relevant and sup-
portive in a productive and purposeful way. 
 
PASTOR’S REPORTS:  
Pastor Jason Report to Council – MAY 2022 
April average Sunday worship attendance was 162 with an average of 20 live Facebook viewers.  Palm Sunday 
and Easter brought up the average, but even “normal” Sundays have increased somewhat. 
The Child Care Center continues to operate relatively normally and is doing well financially. 
Pastor Ashley, Deb Peterson, April Umana, Franklin Wahlstrom, and I attended the Minneapolis Area Synod 
Assembly on April 30th at Central Lutheran Church in Minneapolis.  Business included resolutions on energy 
innovation (we’re in favor) and nuclear weapons (we’re opposed).  Eric Barreto from Princeton Seminary was 
the keynote speaker and spoke on the Book of Acts.  We celebrated a new Lutheran university in our partner 
church in Nigeria and the reception of a new ELCA congregation in Minneapolis (coming to us from the Lu-
theran Church-Missouri Synod). 
Sunday education for the year has ended.  Sunday forums concluded a five-session series on the ELCA Decla-
ration to People of African Descent.  We hope to use the series in a larger Wildfire setting next program year. 
 
Pastor Ashley Report to Council - MAY 2022 
Sorry I will miss tonight’s meeting. Still on my rescheduled honeymoon in Italy! See you in June. 
 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Jason 
 
Adjournment – M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:06pm. 
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