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The Season  
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Church in America 

The Pastors Word 

In the year 2000, political scien-
tist Robert D. Putnam published 
a book titled, “Bowling Alone: 
The Collapse and Revival of 
American Community.”  In that 
book, Putnam explored how we 
have become increasingly discon-
nected from family, friends, 
neighbors, and our democratic 
structures.  He shared research 
that showed Americans were less 
involved in organizations, includ-
ing churches, less likely to know 
their neighbors, less likely to 
have friends over, and less likely 
to share family meals together.  
His argument, which seemed and 
seems accurate, was that Ameri-
cans have become less connect-
ed to each other.  The title of his 
book, by the way, comes from 
data showing that more people 
were bowling than ever, but few-
er people were bowling in 
leagues.  Thus, what was once a 
very social activity had become a 
solitary one.  Now, 22 years later, 
I wonder what Putnam would 
think about the state of our na-
tion.  While his book laid out 
ways we could re-gain our con-
nection (thus the mention of a 
revival in his title), it doesn’t feel 
like we have made much pro-
gress. 
 
While I haven’t read Putnam’s 
book in years, I have been think-

ing about it recently because of 
Holy Nativity’s participation in 
the synod’s “Faith Practices and 
Neighboring Practices” program.   
Our team has been hard at work 
learning new faith practices and 
ways that we can better connect 
with our neighbors.  This summer 
we are engaging in a summer lis-
tening campaign, a way that we 
can listen to our neighbors and 
get to know them better.  We 
have chosen the families in our 
Holy Nativity Christian Child Care 
Center as a group we would like 
to know better.  One of the 
things we have had to wrap our 
minds around, however, is that 
we are doing this simply for the 
sake of knowing our neighbors 
better.  There is no ulterior mo-
tive.  We are not asking anything 
of those we are listening to.  We 
have no expectations.  We simply 
desire to know them better.  At 
first, this seemed kind of confus-
ing, as simple as it sounds.  This is 
because we have been trained to 
believe that any “program” of 
the church should have a pur-
pose.  It should have goals.  We 
should be able to measure suc-
cess.  That is not the case for this 
effort, and it has been hard for us 
to let go of those old ideas.   
 
For so long, the church has be-
lieved that success or failure 
could be measured.  This has 
usually been done by measuring 

average weekly worship attend-
ance.  For whatever reason, that 
number was the be all and end 
all of success or failure.  I believe 
that can no longer be the sole 
measurement tool when it 
comes to success of the church.  
The relationships we build with 
each other and with our neigh-
bors is perhaps a much more im-
portant measurement.  But per-
haps we shouldn’t be measuring 
at all.  When we focus too much 
of our energy on worrying about 
whether something was a suc-
cess or whether it was worth it 
or not, we lose track of what is 
important.  If we strengthened 
our relationship with one person, 
with one neighbor, then that is 
enough. 
 
In God’s amazing grace, 

Pastor Jason 



Help our youth get to New York!! 
We have 25 youth and 6 adults going on a trip to New York 
this summer.   

Please check out the display in the Narthex to see how you can help us 
on our journey! Or scan this QR code to be brought to the website and 
donate online. Thank you for your support! 

Happy Hour with Pastor Jason 

Join Pastor Jason at Under Pressure Brewery 
(8806—7th Avenue North, Golden Valley) for Happy 
Hour on July 27 from 4:30pm-7:00pm.  Come any-
time for some good conversation and a tasty beverage!  All ages are 
welcome!   

It’s summer, which means that Coffee and Conver-
sation with Pastor Ashley is happening! This is an 
opportunity to connect informally and spend time 
with Pastor Ashley and others.  
 

This summer we will be meeting at Caribou Coffee on the corner of 
42nd and Winnetka. Show up when you can, as you are! You can come 
for 15 minutes or stay for the entire time! You can come with some-
thing on your mind, or come just to say “hi!” All are welcome. 
 
Coffee and Conversation will meet on the following Thursdays, from 
3:30-5:00pm. 

  July 21  August 18  
 

Can’t wait to see you there!  

It’s intergenerational!!! We are 
bringing back game night for all 
ages!  Join us on Wednesday, Ju-
ly 20th. Doors open at 5:30pm.  

Feel free to bring any board/card 
games.  As it’s also a potluck, 
please bring a dish to share.  

People can come any time and 
stay as late as people continue to 
have fun!  

Our group leaves on Sunday, July 24 at 7:00am and returns on July 28 
in the evening. Prayers for safe travels, good learning, and fun are wel-
come!  

Garage Sale! 

It’s back, and will 
take place Thurs-
day, July 7th– Sat-
urday, July 9th 
from 9:00am–5:00pm!  
 
This is a fundraiser for our youth 
mission trip and camp this sum-
mer, and our youth and their 
families will be running the sale. 
If you have items you wish to do-
nate, please drop them off in the 
annex/youth room at church. 
Please only donate things that 
may sell – no tires, used paint, 
old TVs (basically, if it didn’t sell 
at your sale, it probably won’t sell 
at ours!) 
 
Please contact Wendy Grimes 
with questions. Thank you!  



CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – Front Entrance/Columbarium Kentucky Blue/Turkeys & Turtles 

During the month of June, I was able to start the parking lot cement repair at our front entrance and plant 80 
dead spots near our annex by removing all dead grass, turning soil, adding topsoil, grass seed & fertilizer, plus 
mulch and daily watering. Thank goodness our sprinkler system is up and running!  
 
Thanks to Jerry and Karen Gaasland for purchasing a new Columbarium bush and starting the dig out of the 
dead one that I was able to complete with our Johnson bar and Rod Moser’s final truck pull.  Many thanks to 
Kirby Miller for replacing the men’s bathroom faucet and women’s sink plumbing. Also, thanks to our Thurs-
day morning grounds group members Rawley Manning & Rod Moser for their lawn mowing and Bob Alexan-
der for sawing up our dead Paradise Hill tree so I could load and haul to Maple Grove recycle. Volunteers are 
always welcome! 

 
While I observed 4 turkeys on our church lawn recently and 5 blocking Winnetka 
traffic, Rawley found an active license plate. He turned it into the New Hope po-
lice. Welcome to our security team, Rawley! Another neighbor stopped her car 
on Quebec, picked up a slow-moving turtle and helped it get to the other side. She also ob-

served a buck in Gethsemane Cemetery. There are bears being seen in Maple Grove! Be kind to our friends of 
nature but you may not want to leave your garbage or cat out overnight as the Bethel Cemetery coyotes can 
be heard howling at night!  
 
Tom Wiblishauser 



PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350.  

Impressive PRISM Totals for the month of May: 

*    2,326 people served by the Food Shelf receiving an average of 61 pounds of goods/person 

*    $24,352 worth of sales from the Shop for Change Thrift Store 

*    July's food focus is: canned tuna, chicken and fruit  

Beginning on July 11th, clients will get to “shop” at the Food Shelf, choosing items within each category. The 
Marketplace will be able to serve 8 families every 20 minutes. This is the pre-COVID model, returning to the 
client's preferred way of shopping. 

Because of this change over, the food shelf will be closed July 6th and 7th for them to rearrange the facility 
for the new system. 

Another change due to COVID is that PRISM is now serving 4-5 times as many clients as before, when they 
averaged 400-500/month. While other food shelves serve ONLY those clients in their service area, PRISM 
does NOT turn people away. So please keep the donations coming! 

As always, there are many ways to volunteer with this amazing organization. Please contact Nolan Isaacson, 
Volunteer Manager, to participate in these fun opportunities. You can call (763-432-4230) OR email Nolan: 
nisaacson@prismmpls.org. 

Scott Hennessy is Holy Nativity's new liaison to PRISM, so feel free to contact him with questions:  612-418-
8181; kojak47@comcast.net 

Book Look 

In Run, Ann Pachett writes a story that is more hammer 
and nails than glue and lace. It reads like a thriller, but it 
is a funny and touching story of family. 

Since their mother’s death, Tip and Teddy Doyle have 
been raised by their loving, possessive, and ambitious 
father. As the former mayor of Boston, Bernard Doyle wants to see his 
sons in politics, a dream the boys have never shared. But when an ar-
gument in a blinding New England snowstorm inadvertently causes an 
accident that involves a stranger and her child, all Bernard cares about 
is his ability to keep his children safe. 

The Washington Post reviewer says, “engaging, surprising, provocative 

and moving. . .. A thoroughly intelligent book, an intimate domestic 

drama that nonetheless deals with big issues touching us all: religion, 

race, class, politics, and, above all else, family.” 

 Women! Save 
the date and 
start reading! 

Our annual Summer Book Club 
with Pastor Ashley will be on 
Wednesday, August 17th, from 
6:00-7:30pm. Bring a dish to 
share, hopefully on our patio. 
We'll be reading Kate Bowler's 
No Cure for Being Human. You 
can get it in bookstores or on 
Amazon.  

Sign up across from the office.  
Hope you will join us!  

mailto:nisaacson@prismmpls.org
mailto:kojak47@comcast.net
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=44be3663bc&e=9cd476c3ec


OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 
meets on Zoom twice a month 
on Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  July dates are 7/11 and 
7/25.  If you have any interest in 
learning more about Centering 
Prayer and/or joining us, please 
contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider con-
tributing Sunday altar 
flowers. Cost is $25 for 
flowers or plant. These can be 
dedicated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Bible Study is on break 
for the summer.  
Please join us when we return in 
September.   All are welcome.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets Thursdays in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00am.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Just 
come to chat and have coffee 
and treats if you don’t sew….and 
maybe you can learn how! 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-
408-2049 or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Masks and 
Covid-19 vaccinations required. 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 
  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program  
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or pro-
gram coordinator, Parish Nurse 
Debbie Haney at 612-408-2049. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Deb 
Haney at 612-408-2049 with 
questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council 
Tuesday, June 21, 2022 

Meeting Called to Order at 7:06 p.m. 

Opening Prayer: Pastor Ashley 

Council Devotions: Joe Gartner [July devotions: Jane Rupprecht] 

Secretary’s Report/Reminders: M/S/Approved. 

Financial Report for the period ending: May 30, 2022 - Milt Ferris 

The May 2022 YTD operating surplus/(deficit) is roughly ($13,500) which is $800 better than budget, but 
roughly ($6,800) behind last year. 

May offerings came in roughly ($400) under the monthly budget and YTD offerings are $12,700 higher than 
last year. 

Revenue from facilities is roughly ($2,00) below budget due to loss of Word of Life revenue. Facilities revenue 
is projected to be $16,000 below budget in 2022 unless another renter or other source of revenue is found to 
replace the loss in revenue from Word of Life 

Expenses in May were close to budget coming in under budget by roughly $150. 

Looking toward the remainder of the year the loss of revenue from Word of Life ($24,000) on an annual ba-
sis, in addition to the ($30,000) budgeted deficit will need to be figured out by year-end. Currently we have 
roughly $53,000 in prior year reserves to help out this year. 

Mortgage rate will likely go up this year, and insurance next year. 

Discussion of the need to make a few different plans to deal with the deficit before it becomes urgent. 



Council Minutes Continued  

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice - Wildfire Churches are planning a fall study on the ELCA Declara-
tion to People of African Descent. Watch for more info later! 

Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices - Connie Toavs, Emily Spanjers & Pastor Jason - We are hosting a 
dinner and bouncy house for childcare families next Tuesday, June 28 from 5:00-7:00pm to get to know them 
and be neighborly. 

Further discussion of capital campaign & timing. 

More formal list of other long-term projects that will require funding such as organ, (WAM), bathroom, win-
dows, HVAC, exterior building painting (Property). 

Crack in ceiling, and asphalt striping is recommended to be done this fall, before the campaign.  Painting the 
church and water issues could be wrapped into the capital campaign, including.  See Property report for 
more details. 

Continuing conversation on increasing membership – Evangelism & Outreach - Jane has a team of 6 people 
who are going to be investigating peoples’ stories, and are going to meet over the summer so they’re ready 
in the fall to really take off. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

New Council positions – M/S/Approved. 

President: Alan Sommervold 

VP: Becky Nichols 

Secretary: Emily Spanjers 

Treasurer: temporarily Alan Sommervold; will reach out to a congregation member, and the financial  
committee 
 

Property: Joe Gartner 

Outreach: Connie Toavs 

WAM: Jon Peterson 

Education: April Umana 

Youth: Jane Rupprecht 

Hospitality: Emily Spanjers 

Stewardship: Jeremy Schmitz 

Parish Life: Jane Rupprecht 

 

Engaging with the Congregation as Council: 

Will put a reminder in the Tidings and program to contact Council members with concerns, that Council 
meetings are open and congregation members can ask to be on the agenda with their concerns.  Make 
time during Council meetings to share concerns and thoughts from the congregation. 



July’s Monthly Mission 
Support 

 

Habitat for  
Humanity of  
Minnesota 

Habitat for Humanity brings peo-
ple together to build homes, 
community and hope. Through 
advocacy, collaboration, and 
leadership, Habitat for Humanity 
of Minnesota advances the work 
of its affiliates to create and pre-
serve affordable homeownership. 

For 44 years, Habitat has been a 
place where people of all back-
grounds, faiths and races have 
come together. By engaging their 
mission - and building together - 
they have shown the power of 
connection with others. This 
helps them live our their cre-
do:  "Everyone deserves a decent 
and affordable place to call 
home." Thanks for contributing 
to make the dream of home-
ownership come true for so 
many! 

PARISH LIFE  
OUTING!! 

Sorry to say this outing has been 
cancelled.  The Theater changed 
their schedule and moved up 
their final performance date. 
We’ll try to set something up in 
the fall. 

SUMMER 
MUSIC  
SIGN-UP 

A Summer Special Music Sign-up 
Sheet is on the board across 
from the office.  Please sign up to 
sing or play special music this 
summer! Contact Iver if an ac-
companist or other assistance is 
needed. 

SAVE THE DATE!! 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Monday, July 4 

Independence Day, Office Closed 

 

Thursday, July 7-Saturday, July 9 

Garage Sale (Youth Fundraiser) 

 

Sunday, July 17 

7th-12th Graders at DQ Outing 

 

Monday, July 18 

7th-12 Graders Lunch at HN 

 

Wednesday, July 20 

Potluck and Game Night for All 

 

Thursday, July 21 

Coffee and Conversation at 
Caribou with Pastor Ashley 

 

Sunday, July 24-28 

Youth Trip to New York 

 

Tuesday, July 26 

Bingo at Outtakes 

 

Wednesday, July 27 

Under Pressure Brewery Happy 
Hour with Pastor Jason 

 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 

Baptism: 

     6/5      Emelyn Simonson 

Funeral: 

     6/18     Janice Jesme  

A big thank you to all that 
showed up for the spring clean-
up. The Boy Scout troop was a 
big help in cleaning the hill/
garden and fence area.  

SENIOR FITNESS – GET 
STRONGER & LIVE LONGER  

According to the 
British Journal of 
Sports Medicine, 
Feb 28, 2022, 
thirty to sixty 
minutes of week-

ly muscle-strengthening exercise 
could reduce the risk of early 
death from any cause-cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, or diabe-
tes- by 10-20 percent. Strength 
training helps by controlling lev-
els of blood pressure, blood sug-
ar, and cholesterol. Adding regu-
lar aerobic exercise like walking 
or bicycling boosts the benefit 
further.  

Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser  



Parking Lot sealing: 

   $3988 to seal cracks in parking lot.  M/S/Approved to not exceed $5,000. 

HNCL Child Protection Policy - Draft/Update will be available in about a month; helps with insurance rate. 

PASTOR’S REPORTS: 

Pastor Jason Report to Council – June 2022 

1. I’m sorry to miss tonight’s meeting. I am in Milwaukee for Franklin’s college orientation at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee! 

2. In May, we averaged about 100 in worship with another 15 or so on the Facebook livestream. 

3. The Child Care Center continues to operate relatively normally and is doing well financially. The next board 
meeting is June 24. 

4. Regarding our response to racial injustice, Wildfire is planning a fall study on the ELCA Declaration to Peo-
ple of African Descent. 

5. The Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices team continues to work hard on a summer listening cam-
paign focused on Holy Nativity Christian Child Care Center families. We are hosting a cookout for those fami-
lies on June 28. 

6. I am hosting a “Happy Hour” at Wicked Wort in Robbinsdale on June 29 from 4:30-7:00pm. You are wel-
come to join me! 

7. I will be on vacation July 1-8. 

Pastor Ashley Report to Council - June 2022 

Join us for the Wildfire Pig Roast benefitting Every Meal tomorrow night! It should be a good time! 

Summer is underway! We have monthly activities for the youth, in addition to monthly lunch opportunities 
with me at church. Coffee and Conversation is meeting monthly as well! 

Mark your calendars: Wednesday, July 20 at 5:30pm is a Holy Nativity Game Night and Potluck! Everyone is 
welcome! Bring your favorite games! And enjoy our first pot-luck post-Covid! 

The NYC trip is really coming together, and it is quite exciting. We are working closely with Kara to be sure all 
the financial pieces come together, but it is looking good on all fronts! 

A book and date for the Women’s Book Study has been chosen. We will meet on August 17 at 6:00pm, read-
ing Kate Bowler’s “No Cure for Being Human.” Sign up on the bulletin board outside the office, read, and 
bring a snack to share for our time together! 

Closing Prayer: Pastor Ashley 
Adjournment M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:47pm. 

Council Minutes Continued  
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