
 

 

Thirteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 
 

Luke 14:25-33    

Jesus speaks frankly about 

the costs of discipleship. 

Those who follow him should 

know from the outset that 

completing the course of 

discipleship will finally mean 

renouncing all other 

allegiances. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

The nursery is available (unstaffed) during worship for families with kids ages 3 and under. 

 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Senior Pastor 

Rev. Ashley Updegraff, Associate Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Set-Up Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Nancy Hanson, Day of Funeral Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Brian Hanson 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 
 

Quote: “Jesus’ family is a new humanity of equal partners who share together in God’s healing mercy.” 

–The Bible Project 

 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                         “Lord of the Dance”                                     setting, Mark Hayes 

              

           

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who is eager to forgive and who loves us beyond our days. 

C: Amen. 

P: Dear friends, together let us acknowledge our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: God of mercy and forgiveness, 

C: we confess that sin still has a hold on us. We have harmed your good creation. We have failed 

to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with you. Turn us in a new direction. Show us the 

path that leads to life. Be our refuge and strength on the journey, through Jesus Christ, our 

redeemer and friend. Amen.  

P: Beloved of God: your sins are forgiven  and you are made whole. God points the way to new life in 

Christ, who meets us on the road. Journey now in God’s abiding love through the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                     “O God Beyond All Praising”                             Hymnal #880 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                              Hymnal Pg. 138 
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HYMN OF PRAISE                                                                                                           Hymnal Pg. 140 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together:  

(unison) Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, 

begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, 

bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D   A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                                       Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors. In this passage, he 

lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying the Lord; or choose death by following 

other gods. 
15See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and adversity. 16If you obey the 

commandments of the LORD your God that I am commanding you today, by loving the LORD your God, 

walking in his ways, and observing his commandments, decrees, and ordinances, then you shall live and 

become numerous, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that you are entering to 

possess. 17But if your heart turns away and you do not hear, but are led astray to bow down to other gods 

and serve them, 18I declare to you today that you shall perish; you shall not live long in the land that you 

are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 19I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I 

have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants 

may live, 20loving the LORD your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him; for that means life to you 

and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the LORD swore to give to your ancestors, to 

Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 1 (Tone 2) 

 
                 (first line of each verse)                                    (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 Happy are they who have not walked in the council ǀ of the wicked, 

              nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats ǀ of the scornful! 

All:        2 Their delight is in the law ǀ of the Lord, 

              and they meditate on God’s teaching ǀ day and night. 

Leader:  3 They are like trees planted by streams of water,  

               bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that ǀ do not wither, 

               everything they ǀ do shall prosper. 

All:        4 It is not so ǀ with the wicked; 

               they are like chaff which the wind ǀ blows away. 

Leader:  5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when ǀ judgment comes, 

               nor the sinner in the council ǀ of the righteous. 

All:        6 For the Lord knows the way ǀ of the righteous, 

                but the way of the wicked shall ǀ be destroyed. 
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SECOND READING                                        Philemon 1:1-21 
While Paul was in prison, he was aided by Onesimus, a man who had run away from Philemon, a slaveowner and 

a Christian friend of Paul. Paul told Onesimus to return to Philemon and encouraged Philemon to receive 

Onesimus back as a Christian brother. 
1Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, To Philemon our dear friend and co-

worker, 2to Apphia our sister, to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house: 3Grace 

to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 4When I remember you in my prayers, 

I always thank my God 5because I hear of your love for all the saints and your faith toward the Lord 

Jesus. 6I pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective when you perceive all the good that we 

may do for Christ. 7I have indeed received much joy and encouragement from your love, because the 

hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, my brother. 8For this reason, though I am bold 

enough in Christ to command you to do your duty, 9yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of 

love—and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10I am appealing to 

you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11Formerly he was 

useless to you, but now he is indeed useful both to you and to me. 12I am sending him, that is, my own 

heart, back to you. 13I wanted to keep him with me, so that he might be of service to me in your place 

during my imprisonment for the gospel; 14but I preferred to do nothing without your consent, in order 

that your good deed might be voluntary and not something forced. 15Perhaps this is the reason he was 

separated from you for a while, so that you might have him back forever, 16no longer as a slave but more 

than a slave, a beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 

Lord. 17So if you consider me your partner, welcome him as you would welcome me. 18If he has 

wronged you in any way, or owes you anything, charge that to my account. 19I, Paul, am writing this 

with my own hand: I will repay it. I say nothing about your owing me even your own self. 20Yes, 

brother, let me have this benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ. 21Confident of your 

obedience, I am writing to you, knowing that you will do even more than I say. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                               “Alleluia ”                                              Hymnal Pg. 142 

 
GOSPEL READING                                           Luke 14:25-33 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Luke… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever comes to me 

and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, 

cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For 

which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he 

has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who 

see it will begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or 

what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is 
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able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, 

then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. 33So 

therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                    “Faith Charades”                               Rev. Ashley Updegraff 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

            W E    R E S P O N D  

HYMN OF THE DAY                  “Lord Jesus You Shall Be My Song”                               Hymnal #808 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

THE PEACE    P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…     C:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING (If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate 

online – go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE                  “Let the Vineyards”                                                Hymnal #182 

 
 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                              Hymnal Pg. 144 

 
 

P: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                Hymnal Pg. 144 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                                                                            Hymnal Pg. 145 

P:…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until he 

comes.  (ALL SING) 

 
 

P:…To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and 

forever.  (ALL SING) 

 
 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen 

 

DISTRIBUTION             ~This sacrament is open to ALL who gather here~ 

~Proceed forward via the center aisle~ 

~Pre-filled glasses contain juice; empty glasses will be filled by our servers~ 

~Gluten-free wafers are available beside the prefilled and empty glasses~ 

~Return via the side aisles and place your empty glasses in the baskets provided~ 

~If you wish to receive communion in your pew, please notify an usher or pastor~ 

 

If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying, 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed for you,” 

as you distribute the bread and wine. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                                                   Hymnal Pg. 146 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN        

              “I Come With Joy”                                                                                              Hymnal #482 

 
 

              “Come, Let Us Eat”      (congregation sings all)                                                       Hymnal #491 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER                                               Hymnal Pg. 146 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN                            “Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus”                           Hymnal #802 
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DISMISSAL    

P: Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                         “Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus”                               Thomas Gieschen 

                                                 

The flowers by the altar are given by Greg Eklund in honor of and gratitude for family and friends. 

 

 

WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, September 4th  

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship w/Communion  

(in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

Thursday, September 8th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Grounds Group 

9:00am Quilters 

9:30am Showtime Choir 

Monday, September 5th  Labor Day 

Office Closed 

Friday, September 9th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

Tuesday, September 6th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

6:00pm Treble Tones Board 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

Saturday, September 10th     

 9:30am – 11:30am God’s Work, Our Hands 

Wildfire Event in Parking Lot 

Wednesday, September 7th   

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am – 11:30am Lounge reserved 

 

 

7:00pm Nativity Choir 

Sunday, September 11th Homecoming Sunday & 

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

9:30am Worship (in person and online) 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

11:30am Homecoming Tailgating Party 

PRISM is in need of all food donations. 

September’s Mission Offering is designated to Every Meal. 
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UPCOMING NEWS AND EVENTS… 

Families! Sunday School registration for 2022 – 2023 is happening now! Sign up online (or contact 

Kristen Chamberlain for info). 

 

God’s Work, Our Hands! Join us this Saturday, September 10th in the Holy Nativity parking lot for 

God’s Work, Our Hands Day! We’ll have stations for different volunteer opportunities: Pack a meal or 

school supplies, tie a blanket and a dog toy, make plastic mats for homeless people, write a letter for 

Bread for the World, and decorate and sign a birthday card for Camp Noah kits! All ages are welcome! 

Here’s the schedule: 

9:30am Breakfast 

10:00am Worship 

10:30am Service activities 

 

Save the date! Homecoming Sunday is next Sunday, September 11th. Worship is at 9:30am. 

Education at 10:45am. Join us in the parking lot at 11:30am for our Homecoming Tailgating Party and 

Potluck! We’ll provide the grilled meat and a dessert. Bring a potluck dish to share and your own 

beverages! And visit each ministry team booth for fun and your chance to win a prize! 

 

The Centering Prayer group meets on Zoom twice a month on Monday evenings from 5:30-6:30pm.  

September dates are 9/12 and 9/26. Questions or interest? Please contact Kari Johnson at 

(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

 

Weekly Bible Study resumes Tuesday, September 13th at 10:00am. Please join us! All are welcome. 

Contact Pastor Jason for more information. 

 

Third Wednesday Worship is back! If you need a mid-week moment to connect with God, if you are 

looking for new ways to experience your faith, if Sunday morning is not always convenient, or if you 

simply want to try something different—this is for you! Join us in the sanctuary on Wednesday, 

September 21st at 6:30pm for our first Third Wednesday of this program year. 

 

re:Install (Confirmation for Adults) is back for a second year, this time with a focus on the Old 

Testament. This class is your chance to explore the foundations of faith through the foundations of 

Scripture—the oldest sacred texts we have. It’s 7 weeks—one Wednesday a month at 7:00pm (one hour 

long) from October 2022 to April 2023. Sign up here! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall or contact Pastor Ashley. 

 

Sunday morning worship assistants needed! Please sign up to help on a Sunday or contact the church 

office and we’ll sign you up! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1 

 

Holy Nativity members! As we start a new year with new opportunities together here at Holy Nativity, 

we have a new Time & Talent form for you to fill out. Please fill out by Sunday, September 11th. Also, 

we’re looking for feedback and ideas from you about what small groups you would be interested in, if 

any. Click here for the online form or fill out a form on the welcome desk!  

 

PRISM gears up for winter! The month of September is focusing on collecting winter coats, hats, 

and gloves for the inevitable coming of winter. If you're thinking about replacing your winter outerwear, 

please consider donating your old ones to PRISM. As always, they need to be considered "gently worn." 

You can drop clothing into the box in the narthex where we collect the food. Non-perishable food items 

are always welcome to keep the shelves stocked during these difficult times of rising food costs.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfM-yF2bzAY-IYawhLO9OMWhTDKR2AVVPdkZu-afA3oRyc0ZQ/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48AFAD2CA3F49-reinstall
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-holy1
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/XRRP2X7
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September Mission Support:  Every Meal. Every Meal's mission is to:  Fight child hunger through 

community and school partnerships. Their goal is to fill food gaps for children living in food 

insecurity. They do this in many ways, but their main focus is the weekend food gap when children 

aren't able to access the free and reduced meal programs that they receive Monday - Friday. Volunteers 

from Holy Nativity distribute bags of food at Meadow Lake Elementary on alternating Fridays, and the 

response from the students and teachers has been very positive. We recently partnered with other Wild 

Fire churches and held a Pig Roast fundraiser back in June. While that event was a great success and 

those monies will go towards providing those weekend food bags, we're approaching a new school year, 

and the need is very great. Please consider donating to this organization and/or volunteering with your 

fellow congregants to deliver the Friday bags! 
 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with us at home, there are still 

many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 

3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make 

Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals 

 

Thank you to today’s worship assistants!  

If you can help with any unfilled roles, please see our council host or a pastor. Thanks! 

Council Host  

Scripture Reader Kathy Davis 

Cantor Nora Leverson 

Greeter  

Ushers  

Communion Assistants  

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Connie Toavs 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Jenny Malley, Pat Manning, Ruth Holm, Addie Grimes 

 

If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

