
 

 

First Sunday  

of Advent 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 

Jesus describes his second 

coming as a sudden, turbulent 

event that will bring about deep 

change to our normal, day-to-

day lives. Therefore, he urges 

people to stay awake, be aware, 

and wait expectantly, because 

the Son of Man will come 

unannounced.   
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North ~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net    Email: office@holynativity.net 
 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church is a welcoming 

community dedicated to helping all know God’s love through worship, service, and fellowship.” 
 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

 

The nursery is available (staffed) during worship for families with kids ages 3 and under. 

 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Kari Johnson, Choristers Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Set-Up Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Nancy Hanson, Day of Funeral Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain 

Andrew Kubly 

Chris Daniels 

Brian Hanson 

Isaac Daniels 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 
Quote: “We need to let our effort to know God slide out of our hands,  

and open them to God’s continued and unexpected self-revelation.”  

-Miroslav Volf 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 
This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

 GATHERING MUSIC                    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”               Arr. by Charles Lindberg 

 

                                                                                                                           

 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our sins, and confess them to the one 

who is merciful and just. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We have strayed from your paths. We 

prepare for war instead of peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us with your 

refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, 

and welcome your coming among us. Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender branch, a living sign. By water and the 

Spirit you are joined to this wonder. You have put on  Christ, and your sins have been washed away. 

Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                    “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                           Hymnal #257 

                                                                              (1-4) 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                                           Red Folder Pg. 13 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 

protection save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of 

your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM                                                      “Comfort Ye”                               G.F. Handel 
                                                     Iver Hubert 

 

FIRST READING                                                                    Isaiah 2:1-5 
The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign 

of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: “Let us walk in the 

light of that Lord now!” 
1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the mountain 

of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the 

hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the 

mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may 

walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from 

Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat 

their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of 

the LORD! 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

PSALM 122 (Tone 9) 

 
                 (first line of each verse)                                    (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 I was glad when they ǀ said to me, 

               “Let us go to the house ǀ of the Lord.” 

All:        2 Now our ǀ feet are standing 

               within your gates, ǀ O Jerusalem. 

Leader:  3 Jerusalem is built ǀ as a city 

               that is at unity ǀ with itself; 

All:        4 to which the tribes go up, the tribes ǀ of the Lord, 

               the assembly of Israel, to praise the name ǀ of the Lord. 

Leader:  5 For there are the ǀ thrones of judgment, 

               the thrones of the ǀ house of David. 

All:        6 Pray for the peace ǀ of Jerusalem: 

               “May they pros- ǀ per who love you. 

Leader:  7 Peace be with- ǀ in your walls 

               and quietness with- ǀ in your towers. 

All:        8 For the sake of my kindred ǀ and companions, 

               I pray for ǀ your prosperity. 

Leader:  9 Because of the house of the ǀ Lord our God, 

               I will seek to ǀ do you good.” 
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SECOND READING                                                            Romans 13:11-14 
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in 

the future. 
11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 

us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live honorably as in the 

day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 

jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE                                  “Alleluia ”                                           Red Folder Pg. 15 

 
 

GOSPEL READING                                    Matthew 24:36-44 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew… Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 

the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 

left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of 

the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 

would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 

coming at an unexpected hour. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…   Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                 “Apocalypse Now”                               Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 
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                     W E    R E S P O N D  

HYMN OF THE DAY                             “Lost in the Night”                                               Hymnal #243 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                                                             Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING 

 (If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – go 

to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME                      

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                           

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,   C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, and the presence of God watch 

over and protect us.  For wherever we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 
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10 

 

MISSION HYMN                            “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”                                       Hymnal #244 
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DISMISSAL    

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                             “Prepare the Way, O Zion”                                 Arr. by unknown 

 

Flowers by the altar are given by John & Marisa Lerum in honor of their parents’ anniversaries on 

November 29th and December 17th. “A combined total of 112 for which we are truly thankful!” 

 
WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, November 27th   

First Sunday of Advent 

9:30am Worship 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All  

12:00 – 3:00pm Holy Ghost Church (worship area) 

Thursday, December 1st  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

9:30am Showtime Choir 

Monday, November 28th       

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

6:00pm New Hope Women of Today 

7:00pm Scouts (lounge) 

Friday, December 2nd  

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

 

Tuesday, November 29th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

5:00 – 7:00pm Holy Ghost Church  

(Fellowship Hall) 

7:00pm Ensemble (music office) 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

Saturday, December 3rd  

9:30am – 11:30am Sunday School Christmas Program 

Rehearsal 

Wednesday, November 30th   

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am – 11:30am Lounge reserved 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel 

12:00pm Pastors’ Text Study 

 

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Nativity Choir 

Sunday, December 4th      

Second Sunday of Advent 

9:30am Worship w/Communion 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

11:30am Advent Craft Event 

11:30am Youth shopping event for PRISM 

12:00 – 3:00pm Holy Ghost Church  

PRISM’s November focus is: Holiday toys, gifts, gift cards (food is always needed) 

November’s Mission Offering is designated to CEAP – Meals on Wheels. 

 

TODAY… 

Thank you to Denise Prosek for accompanying worship today! 

 

Education for All is at 10:45am: 

• Sunday School meets in the large room at the end of the Sunday School hall. 

• Sunday Forum meets in the worship area. Topic is “ELCA World Hunger Advent Study – Part 1.” 

• Youth Forum meets in the youth room. 

 

UPCOMING NEWS AND EVENTS… 

Christmas Choir! We’re looking for singers of all voice parts to join the Nativity Choir on Christmas Eve. No 

auditions are required. The only requirements are that you can sing on Christmas Eve at the 3:00pm and 5:00pm 

services and that you attend Wednesday rehearsals at 7:00pm on November 30th, December 7th, 14th & 21st. 
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December 24th call time prior to the 3:00pm service is 1:30pm. Please contact Iver Hubert with questions. Hope 

you can join us! 

 

Christmas Eve Prelude Musicians Needed! If you play an instrument, you are invited to play during the 

“prelude” time for the 3:00pm and 5:00pm services.  All ages …. kids to adults …. groups are also welcome! 

Please contact Lisa Baker at lisa@holynativity.net or sign up online (watch for a link on Facebook or in the Holy 

Post) by Sunday, December 18th.   

 

Free Advent Craft-Making Event! Join us next Sunday, December 4th from 11:30am to 12:30pm (or longer!) 

for a fun Advent Craft event. There will be 4 crafts for all ages – 3 – 103 and include fabric trees and gnomes, 

holiday centerpieces, illuminated mason jars, and doorknob hangers. Plenty of festive decorations for your home 

or to give as gifts! See the samples in the narthex! 

 

The PRISM Giving Tree is up! Donations of holiday toy gifts can be placed under the tree. If you give a gift 

card, please leave it in the office and specify if the card is a gift for the recipient, OR if you want the gift card to 

be used when our youth go gift shopping on December 4th!  

 

November Monthly Mission Support:  CEAP/Meals on Wheels (MOW) 

If you were unable to attend the presentation by the CEAP representative on Sunday, here are some ways you can 

volunteer to help make sure those in need receive their daily lunches: 

Help in the MOW Kitchen: Ensure that meals are labeled correctly, packed appropriately, and delivered on their 

specific routes. Commit to one 3-hour shift each week, from 8:30 - 11:30 

Deliver hot meals within your neighborhood: Route delivery commitments can be weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly. 

Each route delivers 3-4 meals and takes only about an hour. Rotate with others (friends, neighbors) to deliver 

meals, make safety checks, and provide social interaction to the recipients 

The money that's donated this month will go to fund these meals, so thank you for feeding your neighbors! 

 

Count Me In! is our stewardship theme for 2023. Please bring completed intent cards if you haven’t already! 

Extra cards are available. Thank you! 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with us at home, there are still many 

ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 

Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic withdrawals 

 
Thank you to today’s worship assistants!  

If you can help with any unfilled roles, please see our council host or a pastor. Thanks! 

Council Host  

Scripture Reader Noya Woodrich 

Cantor Cresta Hubert 

Greeter Maxine Peterson 

Ushers Karen Anderson, Jerry Gaasland,  

Mark & Kristan Kohls 

Acolytes Ava Dancho, Tegan Chamberlain 

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Connie Toavs, Tyler Toavs 

Altar Guild Assistants Kristen Daniels, Ann Wahlstrom 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Jenny Malley, Audrey Doerr, Pat Manning, Liz Rokala, Dorothy Erickson 
 

 If you have a prayer request or update, or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

