
LARGE PRINT 
Fourth Sunday  

of Advent 

 
 

Matthew 1: 18-25 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, 

who adopts the divinely-begotten child into the family of David 

and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God 

saves.”  
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North  

~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net     

Email: office@holynativity.net 

 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran 

Church is a welcoming community dedicated to helping all know God’s love 

through worship, service, and fellowship.” 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

The nursery is available (staffed) during worship  

for families with kids ages 3 and under. 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Kari Johnson, Choristers Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Set-Up Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Nancy Hanson, Day of Funeral Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain, Harper Chamberlain, Andrew Kubly,  

Chris Daniels, Isaac Daniels, Brian Hanson 
 

 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 

Quote:  “God will recruit as necessary from the human cast in order 

to reorder human history.” -Walter Brueggemann 

 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray,  

and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                              

 “Carol of the Bells”                                                         arr. Paul Fey               

“Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                          arr. Gerald Near 

 

 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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CALL TO WORSHIP                                            Red Folder Pg. 37 
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INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 

things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our 

sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We 

have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of 

peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us 

with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 

we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 

coming among us. Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 

branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this 

wonder. You have put on  Christ, and your sins have been washed 

away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D 

GATHERING HYMN           

   “Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                 Hymnal #242 
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GREETING & KYRIE               Red Folder Pg. 40 

Pastor: May the love of God, the grace of Jesus and the presence of 

the Holy Spirit be with you always… 

ALL: …and also with you. 

 

 



 

9 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Stir up your power, Lord 

Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us 

from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive 

your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM                           “Advent Cry”     Joseph M. Martin 

                            Nativity Ensemble 

 

Veni, veni, Redemptor. Veni, veni, Redemptor. 

 

Peace will come on the wings of a promise. 

Hope will come like the morning’s first call. 

Joy will come on the winds of the Spirit. 

Love will come, Love will come. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 

Peace will come on the wings of the angels. 

Hope will come like a song in the night. 

Joy will blossom like roses in springtime. 

Love will come, love will come. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 

 

Come, Lord Jesus, come. O come. 

 

G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D    

A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

FIRST READING                        Isaiah 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious 

threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his 

throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz 

that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives 

the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with 

us! 
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10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of 

the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But 

Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the 

test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 

for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore 

the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is 

with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He 

shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil 

and choose the good. 16For before the child knows how to refuse the 

evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 

dread will be deserted. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  (Tone 9) 

 
      (first line of each verse)               (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph ǀ like a flock; 

              shine forth, you that are enthroned up- ǀ on the cherubim. 

All:        2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, ǀ and Manasseh, 

             stir up your strength and ǀ come to help us. 

Leader:  3 Restore ǀ us, O God;  

                let your face shine upon us, and we ǀ shall be saved. 

All:        4 O Lord ǀ God of hosts,  

               how long will your anger fume when your ǀ people pray? 

Leader:  5 You have fed them with the ǀ bread of tears; 

               you have given them bowls of ǀ tears to drink. 
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      (first line of each verse)               (second line of each verse) 

 

All:        6 You have made us the derision ǀ of our neighbors, 

                and our enemies laugh ǀ us to scorn. 

Leader:  7 Restore us, O ǀ God of hosts; 

                let your face shine upon us, and we ǀ shall be saved. 

All:        17 Let your hand be upon the one at ǀ your right hand, 

                the one you have made so strong ǀ for yourself. 

Leader:  18 And so will we never turn a- ǀ way from you; 

                give us life, that we may call up – ǀ on your name. 

All:        19 Restore us, O Lord ǀ God of hosts; 

                let your face shine upon us, and we ǀ shall be saved. 

 

SECOND READING                       Romans 1:1-7 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s 

opening he introduces himself as an apostle divinely appointed to 

spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content is the promised coming of 

Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of faith 

among all nations, including his Roman audience. 
1Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for 

the gospel of God, 2which he promised beforehand through his 

prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the gospel concerning his Son, who 

was descended from David according to the flesh 4and was declared 

to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 

resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through whom we 

have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 

faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 6including 

yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7To all God’s 



 

12 

 

beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

GOSPEL VERSE              “Alleluia ”                   Red Folder Pg. 42            

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

13 

 

GOSPEL READING          Matthew 1:18-25 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew…  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When 

his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived 

together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 

to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he 

had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 

as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 

Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill 

what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took 

her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had 

borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…    

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.   

 

SERMON            “No Thanks”                        Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 
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W E    R E S P O N D 

HYMN OF THE DAY              

   “Comfort, Comfort Now My People”                           Hymnal #256 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                         Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,    

C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

THE PEACE    P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…      

C:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING   (If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail 

or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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OFFERTORY RESPONSE                    

    “Let the Vineyards”                                   Red Folder Pg. 45   
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                  Red Folder Pg. 46 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

DISTRIBUTION      

               ~This sacrament is open to ALL who gather here~ 

~Proceed forward via the center aisle~ 

~Pre-filled glasses contain juice;  

empty glasses will be filled by our servers~ 

~Gluten-free wafers are available  

beside the prefilled and empty glasses~ 

~Return via the side aisles and place your empty glasses 

in the baskets provided~ 

~If you wish to receive communion in your pew,  

please notify an usher or pastor~ 

 

If you are worshiping at home,  

you are invited to share Holy Communion in your homes, saying, 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed 

for you,” as you distribute the bread and wine. 
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LAMB OF GOD                Red Folder Pg. 47 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN          

 “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”                    Hymnal #240 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN      

      “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”                 Hymnal #265 
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POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER                                            

Red Folder Pg. 49 

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, 

and the presence of God watch over and protect us.  For wherever 

we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 
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MISSION HYMN                    

     “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                          Hymnal #254 

 
 

DISMISSAL    

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                        

  “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel”                         Robert J. Powell 

 

 Flowers by the altar are given by Liz Rokala in memory of her 

parents Eddie & Sylvia Rokala and in celebration of her birthday. 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, December 18th 

Fourth Sunday of Advent  

9:30am Worship w/Communion  

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

12:00 – 3:00pm Holy Ghost Church  

4:30pm Treble Tones – Reception with 

Cookies 

5:00pm Treble Tones Christmas Concert 

Thursday, December 22nd  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am Showtime Choir 

Monday, December 19th    

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

5:30pm Centering Prayer 

6:00pm New Hope Women of Today 

7:00pm Scouts 

Friday, December 23rd  

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

6:00 – 10:00pm Fellowship Hall 

reserved 

Tuesday, December 20th 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting  

5:00 – 7:00pm Holy Ghost Church 

7:00pm Council 

7:00pm Scouts 

7:00pm Bingo - Outtakes  

Saturday, December 24th Christmas Eve  

 

3:00pm Worship with Communion (In-

Person & Online) 

 

5:00pm Worship with Communion (In-

Person) 

 

10:00pm Worship with Communion (In-

Person) 

Wednesday, December 21st  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am – 11:30am Lounge reserved 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel 

1:00 – 3:00pm Lounge reserved 

5:30pm Dinner for All 

6:30pm Confirmation 

7:00pm Nativity Choir 

Sunday, December 25th  Christmas Day 

9:30am Worship w/Communion (In-

Person & Online) 

12:00 – 3:00pm Holy Ghost Church 

 

 

PRISM’s focus for December is holiday toys. 

December's Mission Offering is designated to the Greater Minneapolis Council of 

Churches (GMCC). 
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TODAY… 

 

Education for ALL is today at 10:45am!  

• Sunday School meets in the large room at the end of the Sunday 

School hall. We'll make Christmas crafts today! 

• Sunday Forum meets in the worship area. Today’s topic is 

“ELCA World Hunger Advent Study – Part 3” 

• Youth Forum meets in the youth room. 

 

Everyone is invited to “Peace on Earth,” a Treble Tones 

Christmas Concert today here at Holy Nativity! It is a concert of 

choral selections on the theme of "peace.” Join us at 4:30pm for 

cookies with the concert beginning at 5:00pm. 

 

THIS WEEK… 

 

Join us for our next Third Wednesday Dinner this Wednesday, 

December 21st at 5:30pm - 6:30pm! Dinner will be catered in from 

Frankie's and will include pasta, salad and bread. Cost: Free-will 

donation. Please RSVP online here or sign up on the kiosk so we 

know how much food to plan! 

 

OTHER NEWS AND EVENTS… 

 

Christmas Eve Prelude Musicians Needed! If you play an 

instrument, you are invited to play during the “prelude” time for the 

3:00pm, 5:00pm & 10:00pm services. All ages …. kids to adults …. 

groups are also welcome! Please contact Lisa Baker at 

lisa@holynativity.net or sign up on the wall by the office by today.  

 

Contribute to a Christmas Poinsettia! The cost is $15 per plant. 

Please designate it in honor or memory of a loved one. You can find 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050b48afad2fa4fb6-wednesday#/
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poinsettia envelopes with your offering envelopes or you can pick 

one up in the Narthex. Please turn in your envelope by today - 

Sunday, December 18th - by placing it in the red bag in the Narthex 

or leaving it on Linda’s desk. Please DO NOT place it in the offering 

plate. Thank you. 

 

 

Join us for Christmas Eve &  

Christmas Day Worship! 

Saturday, December 24th - Christmas Eve 

3:00pm (In-Person and Online) 

5:00pm (In Person) 

10:00pm (In Person) 

 

Sunday, December 25th - Christmas Day 

9:30am (In-Person and On-Line) 

 

 

December Monthly Mission Support:  Greater Minneapolis 

Council of Churches (GMCC) 

Well-being is one of the three major initiatives for the GMCC. 

Research shows that clinical care accounts for only 20% of health 

outcomes; 80% are affected by the social determinants of health: 

employment and economic stability; education; social and 

community connections; neighborhood and physical environment; 

and access to healthy food and physical activity. Because of this, 

GMCC is currently developing a consultancy that supports healthcare 

systems, community organizations, government agencies, and users 

of our healthcare systems to turn community-lived experiences into 

organizational strategy and action. They plan to use this approach to 

provide practical and powerful solutions for those who are most 
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impacted by current disparities in these areas. Your donations this 

month will help this research and problem-solving happen. 

 

Count Me In! is our stewardship theme for 2023. Please bring 

completed intent cards if you haven’t already! Extra cards are 

available. Thank you! 

 

Family Camp at Camp Wapo is coming! We are returning to Camp 

Wapo in February for a weekend of rest together. Come for games, 

snacks, puzzles, movies, reading, broomball, hiking, naps, or doing 

nothing at all. Families, couples, singles - all are welcome! Have 

questions?  Kristin Daniels would love to talk with you.  Dates:  

February 3-5, 2023. Sign up here online or on the form in the 

narthex:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are 

worshiping with us at home, there are still many ways you can 

financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or 

mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 Winnetka Avenue N, 

New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for 

automatic withdrawals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
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Thank you to today’s worship assistants!  

If you can help with any unfilled roles, please see our council host 

or a pastor. Thanks! 

Council Host Connie Toavs 

Scripture Reader Kristen Chamberlain 

Cantor Greg Eklund 

Acolyte  

Greeter Chris Cerra 

Ushers Scott Hennessy, Becky 

Massop,  

Lauren Massop, Nancy Nagle 

Communion Assistants Greg Eklund, Leah Weisjahn, 

Scott Hennessy 

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Dean & Jan Birkholz 

Altar Guild Assistants Deb Peterson, Nora Leverson 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Jenny Malley, Audrey Doerr, Pat Manning, Liz Rokala,  

Dorothy Erickson, Jackie Peterson 

 

If you have a prayer request or update,  

or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or 

office@holynativity.net. 
 

mailto:office@holynativity.net

