
LARGE PRINT 

Second Sunday 

of Advent 
 

Matthew 3:1-12 

Just before Jesus begins 

his public ministry, John the 

Baptist appears, calling 

people to mend their ways 

and speaking of a powerful 

one who is to come. 
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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North  

~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net     

Email: office@holynativity.net 

 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran 

Church is a welcoming community dedicated to helping all know God’s love 

through worship, service, and fellowship.” 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

The nursery is available (staffed) during worship  

for families with kids ages 3 and under. 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Kari Johnson, Choristers Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Set-Up Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Nancy Hanson, Day of Funeral Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain, Harper Chamberlain, Andrew Kubly,  

Chris Daniels, Isaac Daniels, Brian Hanson 

 
 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 

Quote: “Faith walks simply, childlike,  

between the darkness of human life  

and the hope of what is to come.”  

-Catherine de Hueck Doherty 

 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray, 

and reflect on why we are here. 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                    

 “Savior of the Nations, Come”                                              Walcha 

 & “Awake, Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                         Sedio 

      

              

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous 

things. 

C: Blessed be God’s name forever. Amen. 

P: Beloved, now is the time to wake from sleep. Let us confront our 

sins, and confess them to the one who is merciful and just. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: God of new beginnings, 

C: we confess that we have not welcomed your holy reign. We 

have strayed from your paths. We prepare for war instead of 

peace. We dishonor one another and your creation. Purify us 

with your refining fire and set us again on your way of love, that 

we may bear fruit worthy of repentance, and welcome your 

coming among us. Amen. 

P: People of God, a new thing is growing in our midst, a tender 

branch, a living sign. By water and the Spirit you are joined to this 

wonder. You have put on  Christ, and your sins have been washed 

away. Rejoice in the way of the Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                   

       “Prepare the Royal Highway”                             Hymnal #264 
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GREETING & KYRIE                                Hymnal Pg. 147 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P:   The Lord be with you.  

C:   And also with you. 

P:   Let us pray together:  

(unison) Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your 

only Son. By his coming nurture our growth as people of 

repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. (please be seated) 

 

ANTHEM                                     

 “The People Who Walk In Darkness”                         Pepper Choplin 

           The Back Row Ensemble 

 

The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light.  

Now lift up your eyes, see the glory of the Lord, and all flesh will see 

it together. 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a wondrous light 

And all who live in death’s dark shadow.  

Come rise and shine, Come rise, your light has come. 

 

Arise and shine your light has come to the people who walk in 

darkness! 
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G O D ’ S   W O R D   I S   R E A D    

A N D   P R O C L A I M E D 

 

FIRST READING                        Isaiah 11:1-10 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew 

David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). Gifted by the spirit of God, 

this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be 

restored to harmony and peaceful coexistence. 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall 

grow out of his roots. 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the 

spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3His delight shall be 

in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 

decide by what his ears hear; 4but with righteousness he shall judge 

the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 

strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his 

lips he shall kill the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt around 

his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6The wolf shall 

live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf 

and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead 

them. 7The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 

together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8The nursing child 

shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its 

hand on the adder’s den. 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 

mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as 

the waters cover the sea. 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as 

a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 

dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19 (Tone 9) 

 
     (first line of each verse)                (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 Give the king your jus- ǀ tice, O God, 

               and your righteousness to ǀ the king’s son; 

All:        2 that he may rule your ǀ people righteously  

               and the ǀ poor with justice; 

Leader:  3 that the mountains may bring prosperity ǀ to the people, 

               and the ǀ hills, in righteousness. 

All:        4 Let him defend the needy a-  ǀ mong the people, 

               rescue the poor, and crush ǀ the oppressor. 

Leader:  5 May he live as long as the sun and ǀ moon endure, 

               from one generation ǀ to another. 

All:        6 Let him come down like rain upon ǀ the mown field, 

               like showers that wa- ǀ ter the earth. 

Leader:  7 In his time may the ǀ righteous flourish; 

               and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall ǀ 

be no more. 

All:        18 Blessed are you, Lord God, the ǀ God of Israel; 

               you alone do ǀ wondrous deeds! 

Leader:  19 And blessed be your glorious ǀ name forever, 

               and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A- ǀ men. 

Amen. 

 

SECOND READING            Romans 15:4-13 

God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed 

people has been fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Christians live out their 

unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has 

welcomed them into God’s family. 
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4For whatever was written in former days was written for our 

instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the 

scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of steadfastness and 

encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one 

voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Welcome 

one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory 

of God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the 

circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might 

confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in order that the 

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, “Therefore 

I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your 

name”; 10and again he says, “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his 

people”; 11and again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the 

peoples praise him”; 12and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall 

come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall 

hope.” 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 

believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL VERSE                 “Alleluia ”              Hymnal Pg. 151 

 
 

GOSPEL READING             Matthew 3:1-12 

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew…  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 

near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he 

said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 

of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of 

camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was 

locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea 

were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they 

were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But 

when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 

said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, 

God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even 

now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I 

baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork 

is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his 
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wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 

 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…    

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ.  

 

SERMON                                                    

           “A Living Stump”                                 Pastor Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

W E    R E S P O N D 

HYMN OF THE DAY                

 “There’s a Voice in the Wilderness”                              Hymnal #255 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                         Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,    

C:  hear our prayer.) 
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THE PEACE     

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always…      

C:  And also with you. 

 

OFFERING (If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to mail 

or drop off your offering, or donate online – go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” Thank you!)  

                                  

OFFERTORY RESPONSE               

      “Let the Vineyards”                                                   Hymnal #184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING            Hymnal Pg. 152 

 
P: …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY              Hymnal Pg. 153 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION                                     Hymnal Pg. 154 

 

P:…For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we 

proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.  (ALL SING) 

 
 

P:…To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and 

glory in your holy church, now and forever.  (ALL SING) 

 
LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen 

 

DISTRIBUTION          

               ~This sacrament is open to ALL who gather here~ 

~Proceed forward via the center aisle~ 

~Pre-filled glasses contain juice;  

empty glasses will be filled by our servers~ 

~Gluten-free wafers are available  

beside the prefilled and empty glasses~ 

~Return via the side aisles and place your empty glasses in the 

baskets provided~ 
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~If you wish to receive communion in your pew,  

please notify an usher or pastor~ 

 

If you are worshiping at home, you are invited to share Holy 

Communion in your homes, saying, 

“The body of Christ, given for you,” and “The blood of Christ, shed 

for you,” as you distribute the bread and wine. 

 

LAMB OF GOD                   Hymnal Pg. 154 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN        

      “Each Winter As the Year Grows Older”                  Hymnal #252 
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         “Creator of the Stars of Night”                  Hymnal #245 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING & PRAYER                                               

Hymnal Pg. 155  

 

BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, 

and the presence of God watch over and protect us.  For wherever 

we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 
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MISSION HYMN           “People, Look East”           Hymnal #248 
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DISMISSAL    

P: Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SENDING MUSIC                            

“Prepare the Royal Highway”                                          Paul Manz 

 

The flowers by the altar are given by the Centering Prayer group  

in memory of Mary Johnson. 
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WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, December 4th  

Second Sunday of Advent  

9:30am Worship w/Communion  

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

11:30am Advent Craft Event for All 

11:30am Youth Shopping for PRISM 

tree gifts (No High School Forum 

tonight) 

12:00 – 3:00pm Holy Ghost Church  

Thursday, December 8th    

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

9:30am Showtime Choir 

Monday, December 5th    

5:30pm Centering Prayer 

7:00pm Scouts 

Friday, December 9th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

 

Tuesday, December 6th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

5:00pm Holy Ghost Church 

(Fellowship Hall) 

5:45pm Executive Committee 

7:00pm Treble Tones 

7:00pm Ensemble (music office) 

Saturday, December 10th      

9:30am – 11:00am Sunday School 

Christmas Program Rehearsal  

 

 

Wednesday, December 7th 

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am – 11:30am Lounge reserved 

1:00pm Sarah Circle 

6:30pm Wildfire Confirmation at 

House of Hope 

7:00pm Outreach 

7:00pm Nativity Choir 

Sunday, December 11th    

Third Sunday of Advent 

9:30am Worship – Sunday School 

Christmas Program during worship 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

No Education 

12:00pm – 3:00pm Holy Ghost 

Church 

PRISM is in need of all food donations. 

December’s Mission Offering is designated to Greater Minneapolis Council 

of Churches (GMCC) 
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TODAY… 

 

Education for All is at 10:45am: 

• Sunday School meets in the large room at the end of the Sunday 

School hall. 

• Sunday Forum meets in the worship area. Topic is “ELCA World 

Hunger Advent Study – Part 2.” 

• Youth Forum meets in the youth room. 

 

Free Advent Craft-Making Event today! Join us today from 

11:30am to 12:30pm (or longer!) for a fun Advent Craft event. There 

will be 4 crafts for all ages – 3 – 103 and include fabric trees and 

gnomes, holiday centerpieces, illuminated mason jars, and doorknob 

hangers. Plenty of festive decorations for your home or to give as 

gifts! See the samples on the welcome desk. 

 

Today the youth are shopping for gifts to put under the PRISM 

Giving Tree! This will be instead of the High School Forum tonight. 

 

The PRISM Giving Tree: Donations of holiday toy gifts can be 

placed under the tree. If you give a gift card, please leave it in the 

office and specify if the card is a gift for the recipient, OR if you 

want the gift card to be used when our youth go gift shopping 

TODAY - December 4th! Otherwise, please leave a toy donation 

under the tree by this Thursday, December 8th.  

 

UPCOMING NEWS AND EVENTS… 

 

Sunday School Christmas Program Info! Our Christmas Program 

will be next Sunday, December 11th during the 9:30am service. (We 

have a new theme this year and it will be fun!) Following the service, 

we will gather in the fellowship hall for Christmas cookies and hot 
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cocoa. Families – we have one more rehearsal this Saturday, 

December 10th, 9:30 - 11:00am. 

 

Christmas Choir! We’re looking for singers of all voice parts to join 

the Nativity Choir on Christmas Eve. No auditions are required. We 

started this past week but you can still join us. The only requirements 

are that you can sing on Christmas Eve at the 3:00pm and 5:00pm 

services and that you attend Wednesday rehearsals at 7:00pm on 

December 7th, 14th & 21st. December 24th call time prior to the 

3:00pm service is 1:30pm. Please contact Iver Hubert with questions. 

Hope you can join us! 

 

Christmas Cookies Needed! Holy Nativity Youth will be bringing 

cookies to some of our shut-ins on December 14th. If you have a 

dozen (or two) Christmas Cookies to spare, please bring your cookies 

before Wednesday, December 14th (marked “Cookies & Carols”) 

and put them in the freezer in the kitchen storage closet. Please 

donate only cookies without nuts. If you have questions, please 

contact Wendy Grimes. 

 

Christmas Eve Prelude Musicians Needed! If you play an 

instrument, you are invited to play during the “prelude” time for the 

3:00pm and 5:00pm services.  All ages …. kids to adults …. groups 

are also welcome! Please contact Lisa Baker at lisa@holynativity.net 

or sign up online (watch for a link on Facebook or in the Holy Post) 

by Sunday, December 18th.   

 

Contribute to a Christmas Poinsettia! The cost is $15 per plant. 

Please designate it in honor or memory of a loved one. You can find 

poinsettia envelopes with your offering envelopes or you can pick 

one up in the Narthex. Please turn in your envelope by Sunday, 

December 18th by placing it in the red bag in the Narthex or leaving 
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it on Linda’s desk. Please DO NOT place it in the offering plate. 

Thank you. 

 

December Monthly Mission Support:  Greater Minneapolis 

Council of Churches (GMCC) 

The GMCC is a multicultural, interfaith organization working with 

and across the landscape of belief communities in Minnesota. Their 

aim is to address the root causes of inequities to create sustainable, 

rather than temporary, solutions. Two examples of their work with 

youth here in our area are Genius Labs and Tech Teens. Launched in 

2021, these initiatives bring together technological access, studio 

learning, and youth-centered design to create opportunities for middle 

and high school youth that foster creativity, independence, critical 

thinking, and self-awareness. Your donations will help continue this 

critical work to help young people be successful adults. 

 

Count Me In! is our stewardship theme for 2023. Please bring 

completed intent cards if you haven’t already! Extra cards are 

available. Thank you! 

 

Family Camp at Camp Wapo is coming! We are returning to Camp 

Wapo in February for a weekend of rest together. Come for games, 

snacks, puzzles, movies, reading, broomball, hiking, naps, or doing 

nothing at all. Families, couples, singles - all are welcome! Have 

questions?  Kristin Daniels would love to talk with you.  Dates:  

February 3-5, 2023. Sign up here online or on the form in the 

narthex:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family 

 

 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family
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Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are 

worshiping with us at home, there are still many ways you can 

financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or 

mail checks to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 Winnetka Avenue N, 

New Hope, MN 55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at 

holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for 

automatic withdrawals 

 

 

Thank you to today’s worship assistants!  

Council Host Connie Toavs 

Scripture Reader Harper Chamberlain 

Cantor Brian Johnson 

Greeter Lynnette Spalding 

Ushers Mike & Nancy Dickinson,  

Jana Roiger, April Umana 

Acolytes  

Communion Assistants Ann Bredemeier & Stan 

Wanner, Deb Peterson 

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Delphine Arme, Martha 

Eklund,  

Grace Folkerds 

Altar Guild Assistants Deb Peterson, Nora Leverson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
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People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Jenny Malley, Audrey Doerr, Pat Manning, 

Liz Rokala, Dorothy Erickson 

 

 

 If you have a prayer request or update,  

or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or 

office@holynativity.net. 

mailto:office@holynativity.net

