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Welcome to WORSHIP at Holy Nativity! 

 

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church ~ 3900 Winnetka Avenue North  

~ New Hope, MN 55427  

Phone   763-545-1647   www.holynativity.net     

Email: office@holynativity.net 

 

Our Mission & Ministry:  “Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity Lutheran 

Church is a welcoming community dedicated to helping all know God’s love 

through worship, service, and fellowship.” 

 

Join us for Sunday worship at 9:30am  

in person or on Facebook “LIVE” 

at facebook.com/holynativitynewhope! 

 

The nursery is available (staffed) during worship  

for families with kids ages 3 and under. 

 

Staff Members: 

Rev. Jason Wahlstrom, Pastor 

Iver Hubert, Director of Music & Worship 

Lisa Baker, Organist & Communications Coordinator 

Kristen Chamberlain, Sunday School Director 

Kari Johnson, Choristers Director 

Linda Lien, Congregational Care Coordinator & Set-Up Funeral Coordinator 

Wendy Grimes, Youth Ministry Associate 

Tom Wiblishauser, Custodial Care & Activity Set-Up 

Kara Holt, Financial Coordinator 

Amy Laite, Sunday Nursery Coordinator 

Tawn Hanson, Wedding Coordinator 

Nancy Hanson, Day of Funeral Coordinator 

Brittany Anderson, Director of Week-Day 

Childcare Center (hncccc.org) 

 
Worship “Stream” Team: 

Mark Chamberlain, Harper Chamberlain, Andrew Kubly,  

Chris Daniels, Isaac Daniels, Brian Hanson 

 

http://www.holynativity.net/
mailto:office@holynativity.net
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O R D E R    F O R    W O R S H I P 

 

Quote: “Throughout history, it has been the inaction of those who 

could have acted; the indifference of those who should have known 

better; the silence of the voice of justice when it mattered most;  

that has made it possible for evil to triumph.”  

-Haile Selassie 

 

W E     P R E P A R E    F O R    W O R S H I P 

This is a time to quietly listen, pause to pray,  

and reflect on why we are here. 

 

 

 

GATHERING MUSIC           

    “In dir ist Freude (In Thee Is Gladness”                  Theodore Beck   

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                    Wayne L. Wold 

 

              

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

P:  We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen  
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS   (P-Pastor, C-Congregation)    

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 

P: Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

(silence is kept for reflection) 

P: Holy One, source of our renewal, 

C: we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, and cannot free 

ourselves. We have not practiced your righteousness. Our hearts 

have turned away from you. For the sake of the world you so 

love, forgive us, that we may be reconciled to one another for the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P: Thus says our God: “The former things have come to pass and new 

things I now declare.” God’s mercy makes us new. We are forgiven 

in the name of  Christ our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
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W E    P R A I S E    G O D  

GATHERING HYMN                    

     “O God of Mercy, God of Light”                           Hymnal #714         
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GREETING & KYRIE               Red Folder Pg. 13 
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HYMN OF PRAISE         “Glory to God”             Red Folder Pg. 14 

         (Congregation sings refrain to begin and after each verse) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison) Holy God, you confound the 

world’s wisdom in giving your kingdom to the lowly and the pure 

in heart. Give us such a hunger and thirst for justice, and 

perseverence in striving for peace, that in our words and deeds 

the world may see the life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. Amen. 

 

ANTHEM      “Requiem”      Eliza Gilyson/Arr. Craig Hella Johnson 

        Nativity Choir 

 

Holy Father, full of grace, awaken 

All our homes are gone, our loved ones taken, taken by the sea 

Holy Father, calm our fears, have mercy 

drowning in a sea of tears, have mercy, hear our mournful plea 

our world has been shaken, we wander, our homelands forsaken 

 

in the dark night of the soul bring some comfort to us all, 

 O Holy Father come and carry us in your embrace 

that our sorrows may be faced 

 

Father fill the glass to overflowing 

illuminate the path where we are going - have mercy on us all 

in fun’ral fires burning each flame to your myst’ry returning 

 

in the dark night of the soul your shattered dreamers,  

make them whole, 

O Holy Father find us where we’ve fallen out of grace, lead us to a 

higher place 

 

in the dark night of the soul our broken hearts you can make whole, 

O Holy Father come and carry us in your embrace, let us see your 

gentle face. 
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FIRST READING                            Micah 6:1-8 

With the mountains and the foundations of the earth as the jury, God 

brings a lawsuit against Israel. God has “wearied” Israel with a 

long history of saving acts. God does not want or expect lavish 

sacrifices to attempt to earn divine favor. Rather God empowers the 

people to do justice, to love loyalty to God, and to walk shrewdly in 

God’s service. 
1Hear what the LORD says: Rise, plead your case before the 

mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. 2Hear, you mountains, 

the controversy of the LORD, and you enduring foundations of the 

earth; for the LORD has a controversy with his people, and he will 

contend with Israel. 3“O my people, what have I done to you? In what 

have I wearied you? Answer me! 4For I brought you up from the land 

of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent 

before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. 5O my people, remember now 

what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor 

answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you 

may know the saving acts of the LORD.” 6“With what shall I come 

before the LORD, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come 

before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7Will 

the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of 

rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit 

of my body for the sin of my soul?” 8He has told you, O mortal, what 

is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, and 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…   

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 



 

10 

 

PSALM 15 (Tone 9) 

 
     (first line of each verse)                 (second line of each verse) 

 

Leader:  1 Lord, who may dwell in your ǀ tabernacle? 

               Who may abide upon your ǀ holy hill? 

All:        2 Those who lead a blameless life and do ǀ what is right, 

               who speak the truth ǀ from their heart; 

Leader:  3 they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil ǀ to their 

friends;  

                they do not case discredit up- ǀ on a neighbor. 

All:        4 In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor 

those who ǀ fear the Lord. 

                They have sworn upon their health and do not take ǀ 

back their word. 

Leader:  5 They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they 

take bribes a- ǀ gainst the innocent. 

               Those who do these things shall never be ǀ overthrown. 

 

SECOND READING                1st Corinthians 1:18-31 

According to the world’s standards of power and might, the message 

of the cross seems stupid and offensive. Yet this word reveals the 

paradoxical way God has chosen to work power and salvation 

through weakness, rejection, and suffering. Hence the message of the 

cross becomes true wisdom and power for believers. 
18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 

perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For 

it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the 

discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who 

is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
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not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God 

decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those 

who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, 

both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 26Consider your 

own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble 

birth. 27But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28God 

chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, to 

reduce to nothing things that are, 29so that no one might boast in the 

presence of God. 30He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who 

became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and 

sanctification and redemption, 31in order that, as it is written, “Let the 

one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 

Reader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Words…    

Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL VERSE               “Alleluia ”           Red Folder Pg. 15 

 
GOSPEL READING            Matthew 5:1-12   

Pastor: The holy gospel according to Matthew…  

Congregation: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he 

sat down, his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and 

taught them, saying: 3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven. 4“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be 

comforted. 5“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth. 6“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for 

they will be filled. 7“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive 

mercy. 8“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God. 9“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children 

of God. 10“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ 

sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11“Blessed are you when 

people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you. 

Pastor: The gospel of the Lord…    

Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON            “Surprising Blessings”        Rev. Jason Wahlstrom 

 

MOMENT TO REFLECT (We pause in silence.) 

 

W E    R E S P O N D 

HYMN OF THE DAY             

“Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life”                      Hymnal #719 

                        (V. 1 - 4) 
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APOSTLES’ CREED                         Hymnal Pg. 105 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  I 

believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING/CHILDREN’S TIME 

(You are invited to mail or drop off your offering, or donate online – 

go to our website at holynativity.net and click on “Make Donation.” 

Thank you!) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(After each prayer petition… P:  Lord, in your mercy,    

C:  hear our prayer.) 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (unison) Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

http://holynativity.net/
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BENEDICTION  

P: Now may the light of God surround us, the love of God enfold us, 

and the presence of God watch over and protect us.  For wherever 

we are, our God is also there.  We close as we began, in the name 

of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.       C:   Amen 

 

MISSION HYMN       “To Be Your Presence”           Hymnal #546 

 

 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL      

P:  Go in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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SENDING MUSIC       

  “We Are Marching in the Light of God”                           R.B. Farlee         

 
WEEKLY  INFORMATION 

Sunday, January 29th   

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

9:30am Worship  

10:30am Fellowship Time  

10:45am Education for All 

12:00pm – 3:00pm Holy Ghost 

Church 

4:30 – 6:30pm Worship area reserved 

Thursday, February 2nd  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:00am Quilters 

 

 

 

Monday, January 30th  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

7:00pm Bell Choir 

Friday, February 3rd   

Family Camp at Wapo begins 

Office Hours 9:00am – 1:00pm 

Tuesday, January 31st  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

10:00am Bible Study 

3:45pm Staff Meeting 

5:00pm – 7:00pm Holy Ghost Church 

(FH) 

6:00pm Treble Tones (small group in 

FH) 

7:00pm Scouts (small group) 

7:00pm Treble Tones (worship area) 

Saturday, February 4th  Family 

Camp at Wapo 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 1st  

Office Hours 9:00am – 3:00pm 

9:30am Lounge reserved 

11:15am HNCCCC Chapel  

6:30pm Wildfire Confirmation at HN 

7:00pm Nativity Choir 

7:00pm Outreach 

Sunday, February 5th  

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

Family Camp at Wapo ends 

9:30am Worship w/Communion 

10:30am Fellowship Time 

10:45am Education for All 

12:00pm – 3:00pm Holy Ghost 

Church 

PRISM’s focus for January is toilet paper and paper products. 

January's Mission Offering is designated to Lutheran Disaster Response. 
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TODAY… 

 

Education for all is at 10:45am: 

• Sunday School meets in the large room at the end of the Sunday School 

hall. 

• Sunday Forum meets in the worship area. Today’s topic is “Theology 

Kills” (with Jennifer Bailey; video and discussion). 

• Youth Forum meets in the youth room. 

 

NEWS AND EVENTS… 

 

 
 

Bell Choir rehearsals will start again this Monday, January 30th at 7:00pm. Join 

us! 

 

There’s one room left at Family Camp! We are returning to Camp Wapo next 

weekend. Come for games, snacks, puzzles, movies, reading, broomball, hiking, 

naps, or doing nothing at all. Families, couples, singles - all are welcome. Have 

questions? Kristin Daniels would love to talk with you. Cost is $90 per adult, 

$60 per youth, and $50 per kid under 12. Max $275 per family. Dates:  February 

3-5, 2023. Sign up here online or on the form in the narthex: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family 

 

Think summer! Camp Wapo registration is now open! Holy Nativity's week 

is August 6th - 11th and it is open to anyone in grades 4-12. We have spots for 

Holy Nativity that will open up to the general public starting February 15th, so 

register before then. The deposit is $150. We will try to fundraise the remaining 

cost, so please let Pastor Jason or Wendy know if you have registered. Visit the 

Camp Wapo website for info. https://lakewapo.org/  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family
https://lakewapo.org/
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Youth Takeover Sunday is February 12th. We are very excited to begin 

preparing for our annual Youth Takeover Sunday! During the service, our 

Sunday School students, confirmation students and senior high students will be 

taking over almost every aspect of the service. Come support our students as 

they take on these leadership roles in our community. 

 

Shrove Tuesday Trivia Night - February 21st from 6:00-8:30pm. Join us for 

a pancake dinner and trivia night to support the youth of Holy Nativity! Pancake 

supper from 6:00-7:00pm, and trivia from 7:00-8:00pm. Come to either or both! 

Trivia tickets are $15 per person and can be purchased at the door.  Come with 

your own team of up to eight people, or be assigned to one when you get here. 

 

Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on February 22nd. Worship is at 7:00pm. 

Soup suppers also begin on Ash Wednesday at 5:45pm. Come be a part of our 

Wednesday Lenten worship as we experience a series of dramas based on the 

Psalms. 

 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMUNITY & BEYOND! 

 

 “Marty” Gras Fundraiser Coming Soon!  

Holy Nativity will be hosting the upcoming Wildfire Every 

Meal Fundraiser to be held in our Fellowship Hall on Saturday, 

February 18th from 12:00 – 3:00pm. The event is being held to 

raise funds to help with the cost of providing weekly food bags 

to elementary students who are experiencing food scarcity. Five 

Wildfire churches will be involved; however, help is needed 

from each church for this event to run smoothly.  Of greatest need is the 

donation of baked goods for the Bake Sale and help with serving pizza, soda and 

popcorn. If you can help, please sign up in the Narthex or call Nancy Van Heel 

at 763-559-1190 for further information. Many thanks for your ongoing support 

of our school children benefitting from Every Meal. 

 

Empty Bowls Painting Party! On Sunday, 

February 19th, from 11:30am -1:00pm, we will be 

painting bowls for the Empty Bowls Fundraiser 

which benefits local food shelves, including 

PRISM. Pottery bowls, materials and paint will be 

provided by the Empty Bowls organization and 
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they will have someone here to explain the process. Our painted bowls will then 

be picked up for glazing and firing to get ready for the Empty Bowls Dinner at 

Cooper High School on Tuesday, March 7th from 4:00 - 7:00pm. The cost is 

only $10 per bowl. This is a great family event! At the Empty Bowls Dinner in 

March you can purchase your bowl or another for a donation. 

 

Helping to Make Somebody's Birthday "Happy!" Can you imagine having 

your birthday come along with no one to celebrate with you? Neither can we! 

That's why the Outreach Committee is raising funds for Avenues for Youth. This 

will support their Birthday Buddy program, which makes sure that EACH 

resident of Avenues is recognized and celebrated on their special day. We were 

going to host an event in February, but it turns out that there are MANY other 

church events that month, which we don't want to interfere with. Instead, we're 

encouraging you to donate to this great organization, and the Outreach 

Committee will take care of the rest! Simply write "Avenues" on the memo line 

of your check that you can make out to Holy Nativity. We plan to support this 

program for the entire year, so the fundraising is ongoing. We want to make sure 

that every young person at Avenues knows that they are special and deserve to 

be celebrated. Thanks for considering this organization. 

 

January Mission Support:  Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) 

Lately it seems like you can't read the news without hearing about another 

natural disaster. Hurricanes in Florida; floods and mud slides in California; and 

even the snow storms out east have actually resulted in deaths! That's why the 

ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response exists:  to provide short- and long-term 

recovery when disasters strike in the United States and around the world. Thank 

you for your support this month of this critical service to those who have been 

impacted by disasters of many kinds. 

 

Thrivent members! Have you directed all your 2022 Thrivent Choice dollars to 

Holy Nativity? Thrivent members can still direct funds earned last year through 

March 31, 2023. To see if you have any 2022 dollars remaining, visit 

Thrivent.com/thriventchoice online, or call 800-847-4836 and when prompted 

say "Thrivent Choice." Holy Nativity appreciates your support! 

 

AmazonSmile will be inactive after February 20th, 2023. You may continue to 

use our link smile.amazon.com/ch/41-0948618 until then. When you make an 

Amazon.com purchase through that link, Holy Nativity receives a small 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=32P7XUS798QH4&K=38ZZHQK806GGK&M=urn:rtn:msg:20210607150153d680244e589f476cb67567b4a490p0na&R=2F9VJ71NMW6ES&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F41-0948618%3Fref%3Dorg_em_msg_smi_pd_x_mkt&H=YAL5WC5JFW3KWUAVQOQXBN6O2P4A
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percentage at no cost to you. Thank you for your support through your 

Amazon.com purchases all these years! 

 

Thank you for your continued financial support! If you are worshiping with 

us at home, there are still many ways you can financially support Holy Nativity! 

1. Mail your offering (you may use your offering envelopes or mail checks 

to us at Holy Nativity, 3900 Winnetka Avenue N, New Hope, MN 

55427). 

2. Give online via our link. Or just go to our website at holynativity.net and 

click on “Make Donation.” 

3. Ask the office to send you a Simply Giving form for automatic 

withdrawals 

 

People & needs to keep in your prayers this week:  

Jenny Malley, Audrey Doerr, Pat Manning, Deb Mickelson,  

family of Bob Johnson (Brian Johnson’s dad), family of Bob Ranke 

 

If you have a prayer request or update,  

or wish to be added to our prayer group, 

please contact the church office at 763-545-1647 or office@holynativity.net. 

 

Thank you to today’s worship assistants!  

If you can help with any unfilled roles, please see a pastor. Thanks! 

Council Host  

Cantor Iver Hubert 

Scripture Reader Kristan Kohls 

Greeter Sharon Brynstad 

Ushers Karen Leverson, Sarah Monner,  

Sandee Stenzel, Don Van Heel 

Acolytes  

Social Hour/Coffee Hosts Jerry & Karen Gaasland 

Altar Guild Assistants Ellyn Roth-Unzicker, Nora Leverson 

 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x9XFimXySvb2ICQ_ixY6pt0IB1expqf_1B9la6CisfrUwib4hfjRGc8OIALKtK124ZUzoEWLyt6oXVfMygJfAP03Jnk4y-7AIiC73SU0h0En-NY_qiGHiwvOvze9uUBP0MrBeUaUVOMrUoJ6DIfJT2EkCZSOqrkDmcywG-Dz1KE=&ver=3.
mailto:office@holynativity.net

