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The Season  

 of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastors Word 

In her article, “Who will love the 
ugly things?” (Christian Century, 
Nov. 2022), author Yolanda 
Pierce writes about spending 
time in a beautiful restaurant on 
a lake with beautiful people and 
beautiful food.  She writes of the 
somewhat jarring experience of 
going home, having to ride a sub-
way and walk through several 
gritty city blocks.  She realized 
that she felt like she had left a 
beautiful place for a place that 
lacked much beauty.  From that 
experience, she asks the ques-
tion, “Who will love the ugly 
things in life?” 
 
Pierce’s question reminds me of 
an album and song from Minne-
apolis-based hip hop duo, Atmos-
phere.  The album and song are 
simply titled, “God Loves Ugly.”  
While I think hip hop artists can 
be surprisingly good sources of 
theology, this is still a surprising 
assertion.  God loves ugly?  Real-
ly?  We live in a culture where 
beauty is treasured.  Multiple 
multi-billion-dollar industries, 
including cosmetics and parts of 
the health care industry, devote 
themselves to creating beauty 
and resisting ugly.  In those ex-
amples, of course, beauty and 
youth tend to go hand-in-hand. 
 
Despite our culture’s devotion to 

beauty and youth, Atmosphere 
makes a really good theological 
point.  If what we read in the Bi-
ble about how God works, espe-
cially through the ministry of Je-
sus, then God definitely loves 
ugly.  Jesus chose to hang out 
with the ugly.  The sinners, tax 
collectors, prostitutes, and other 
outcasts whom Jesus embraced 
would have no doubt been con-
sidered the ugly of Jesus’ day.  
Beauty was found in the temple 
in Jerusalem or in the Emperor’s 
palace in Rome.  It was definitely 
not found within the common 
folk of Galilee.  Galilee itself, the 
region where Jesus was from, 
was considered ugly due to its 
rural nature.  It might be how 
many people think of North Da-
kota today! 
 
Yolanda Pierce ends her article 
by quoting Psalm 139: “If I make 
my bed in Sheol,” God is there.  
For the Hebrew people, Sheol 
was simply the place of the dead.  
It likely was not hell, per se, but 
instead the place where all dead 
ended up.  The psalmist asserts 
that even in the place of the 
dead, God is there, which is 
amazing to think about.  When 
we think about ugly, death 
would have to be fairly high on 
the list.  Yet, God is there, even 
in death.  And of course, we 
know that Jesus would not resist 
death on the cross, the ultimate 

ugly form of death. 
 
While it is a worthy goal to see 
the beauty in everyone, we know 
that there is still ugly within each 
of us.  The good news is that the 
answer to the question, “Who 
will love the ugly things?” is God.  
God will love the ugly things.  
God does love the ugly things.  
Even you and me. 
 
In God’s amazing grace, 
Pastor Jason 



Adult Forum 
meets Sundays 
at 10:45am in 
the Sanctuary. 
January topics are: 
 
1/1:     NO Forum              
1/8:     Understanding Epiphany  
1/15:   Avenues for Youth  
1/22:   Participatory Identity with 
             Richard Rohr video and  
             discussion  
1/29:    Theology Kills with  
              Jennifer Bailey video and 
              discussion  

High School  
There will be a youth 
event in the evening 

of Sunday, January 22nd.  More 
details to follow. 

CONFIRMATION   
There will not be 
confirmation on 
January 4th.  Confirmation re-
sumes on January 11 from 6:30-
7:45pm.     

Family Camp at Camp Wapo!   

We are returning to Camp Wapo in February for a 
weekend of rest together.  Games, snacks, puzzles, 
movies, reading, broomball, hiking, naps, or nothing 
at all.  Families, couples, singles - all are welcome!   
 
Have questions?  Kristin Daniels would love to talk with you.   
 
Dates:  February 3-5, 2023.   Sign up deadline is Friday, January 20th.  
Sign up here or on the form in the Narthex:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family 

Verne Erickson has donat-
ed a subscription to Con-
sumer Reports to the li-
brary. This is a good re-

source for comparing consumer 
goods. They will be housed in a 
magazine file on the table in the 
library area. Please use the maga-
zine at church rather than checking 
it out. Thank you. 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

Please plan to join us 
on Sunday, January 22nd for our 
Congregational Meeting where 
we will adopt our 2023 budget. 
We will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall at 11:30am. 

After a short hiatus over Christmas break, Sunday 
School will resume on Sunday, January 8th. Even if 
your student hasn’t been attending Sunday School 
regularly, we would love to have them! There is no 
need to register. Come as you are! Come as you can! 

SAVE THE DATE! 

The Outreach Committee is holding a fundraiser for a new mission 
partner:  Avenues for Youth. The church has supported this organiza-
tion in past with funds raised at Chris Daniels' wrestling extravaganzas, 
but in 2023 we want to be an ongoing partner of this much-needed 
resource. 

On the afternoon of Sunday, February 12th, we're having a Birthday 
Party for anyone whose birthday falls in 2023. Games, prizes, cake (of 
course!) and other fun activities are planned, so please mark your cal-
endars NOW, so you can attend. See the weekly Holy Post and Sunday 
bulletins for more information in the coming weeks. 

COLOR ME! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084DABAD2BA7F94-family


 
 

In Songs of Willow Frost 
Jamie Ford has written a 
“beautiful, tender tale of 
love transcending the sins people 
perpetrate on one another and 
shows how the strength of our pri-
mal relationships is the best part 
of our human nature”. Great Falls 
Tribune. 
 
Seattle, 1944. Twelve-year-old Wil-
liam Eng, a Chinese American boy, 
has lived at Sacred Heart Orphan-
age ever since his mother was car-
ried away from their small apart-
ment five years ago. But now Wil-
liam, in a rare visit to the movies, 
has glimpsed an actress on the 
silver screen who goes by the 
name of Willow Frost. Struck by 
her features, William is convinced 
that she is his mother. Determined 
to find her, William escapes from 
Sacred Heart with his friend Char-
lotte. The pair navigate the streets 
of Seattle, where they must not 
only survive but confront the mys-
teries of William’s past and his 
connection to Willow Frost . . . a 
woman whose story is far more 
complicated than any fantasy por-
trayed on screen. 
 
Tampa Bay Times said Jamie Ford’s 

book is a “poignant tale of lost 
and found love”. 

Book Look 

Custodian Corner Continued 

SENIOR FITNESS-- 
PROMOTE 
HEALTHY BONES 

Limit salt/sodium to 2,300 mg./day. 
Breads, cheeses, chips, and cold 
cuts have the highest counts. 

Limit TV/screen binge watching 
which tends to promote inactivi-
ty & less exercise. 

Walking, running, or hiking is weight 
bearing which promotes more 
bone density than bicycle riding 
(still good for heart & lungs). 

You may need a vitamin D supple-
ment if you don’t get enough 
sun or in fortified juices, cereals, 
or milk. 

Limit alcohol intake as it can inter-
fere with how your body needs 
calcium as available in milk, 
kale, greens, broccoli, yogurt, 
beans, tofu, etc.  

Excess caffeine & phosphorous in 
colas, coffee or tea may increase 
bone loss versus calcium forti-
fied drinks. 

Regularly inhaling cigarette smoke 
prevents your body from form-
ing new bone tissue. Smokers 
have a greater risk of bone 
breaks & take longer to heal. 

Prescriptions/medications for sei-
zures and glucocorticoids like 
prednisone & cortisone taken 
for arthritis, lupus or asthma 
can promote bone loss. 

Being underweight with a body 
mass under 18.5 or less places 
you at a greater chance of frac-
ture. 

Falls in older adults (with weak 
bones) can take a longer time to 
heal. Safety features such as 
grab bars, non-slip mats, and 
cleaning clutter can help avoid 
missteps.                      

Source: WebMD.  

Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 

CUSTODIAN’S 
CORNER – 
WINTER 
THAW/FREEZE  
CYCLE = SLIPPERY ICE  
With all the recent snow – rain – 
snow cycles, our walkways have 
been increasingly slippery as water 
freezes to ice. Walk carefully with 
walking poles, cleats, or a cane if 
necessary. I have been keeping a 
path on our Winnetka and Quebec 
sidewalks open (as the Winnetka 
street plow covers the Crystal side-
walk plow work on the 3rd or 4th 
pass) as well as our sidewalks in ear-
ly mornings when the snow is not 
yet cleared by Padagis. Many thanks 
to Padagis for their evening plowing 
and shoveling our parking lot & side-
walks. 
 
During the thaw/freeze cycles or a 
lot of rain this past fall, you may 
have noticed white glue oozing out 
of our Fellowship floor near the con-
ference table or the annex. This is 
due to our New Hope clay soil & 
high-water table in our relatively 
low building, combined with a water
-soluble glue used to install our new 
floor. I always wipe it up when no-
ticed but it may occur only with in-
creased pressure from many people 
using the area. Our property team is 
considering drain tile to help lower 
our water table around the building. 
 
Besides regularly vacuuming the 
Sanctuary, I was able to carpet 
shampoo the Sanctuary in Decem-
ber to prepare for our Christmas 
services. Many thanks to the WAM 
team of Iver, Cresta, Nora and Karen 
for purchasing our Advent trees, 
installing lights & watering them 
throughout the season. 
 
You may have noticed our garage 
front damaged in October behind 
the recycle bin. Curbside Waste has 
agreed to accept responsibility by 

reimbursing us one month of ser-
vice. Dean Birkholz has volunteered 
to repair in the spring which I will be 
able to paint. 
 
Thank you for any feedback you can 
provide to the office or myself to 
help our building stay tidy and any 
cleaning issues that needs more 
work or I may have missed.   
Tom Wiblishauser 



PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350.  

The number of food shelf visits and people 
served may have peaked.  The last couple of 
months the visits and number of people served 
has leveled off.  Unfortunately, the food donations are still way down 
and PRISM is forced to buy more food to meet the need.  PRISM buys 
food mostly from Second Harvest and the Food Group.  At least we get 
big discounts.  For every dollar you contribute we are able to by five 
dollars worth of food.  
 
In December PRISM has its annual Holiday Toy Shoppe. This year we 
distributed toys to over 350 families and 1,000 children.  The kids get 
more than one toy, usually 3 or 4 toys.  Thank you to all that put a toy 
for the kids under the tree at Holy Nativity.  
 
January Donation Drive Focus: Toilet paper and paper products . 
 
November totals: 
Households served       1,331  
Individuals served         3,000  
Food distributed            126,101 pounds  
Shop for change sales.  $27,997  

PEOPLE RESPONDING 
IN SOCIAL MINISTRY 

~ A big thanks to Karen Gaasland 
for the beautiful Christmas cen-
terpiece she made to brighten up 
the office! 
 
~ The Staff is humbled and grate-
ful for the thoughtful and gener-
ous gifts you have given us.  You 
are such a blessing! 

January Mission Support:  Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) 

The ELCA has a long history of being present in communities, working to help and serve where the needs are 
greatest. Participating in this work that God calls us to in the world compels us to be attentive to complex 
and changing situations, as well as to the importance of both immediate relief and ongoing, long-term assis-
tance for our sisters and brothers and the communities in which they live. For example: This past year, in re-
sponse to the war in the Ukraine, Lutheran organizations in Slovakia established a therapeutic camp for chil-
dren displaced by the conflict.  

And with the increase number and severity of storms and natural disasters we've experienced in this coun-
try, LDR is needed more than ever. They responded to hurricane Ian this past fall by collaborating with syn-
ods, congregations, Lutheran ministries and other faith-based partners to accompany communities impacted 
by this devastating storm. In the short term, Lutheran Disaster Response provided immediate relief, such as 
water, clothing, gift cards, tarps and other needs. But ongoing support is also needed. 

Any donations collected in January will go to help those in need and to fulfill the ECLA's mission around the 
world. 

 

Save the Date:  
“Marty” (for 
Martin Luther!)
Gras Fundraiser for Wildfire Eve-
ry Meal on Saturday, February 
18th!  An afternoon of BINGO, 
prizes, pizza, and treats is being 
planned. Bake sale, free popcorn, 
and Mardi Gras bead games too! 
Watch for details! 



OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer group 
meets on Zoom twice a month 
on Monday evenings from 5:30-
6:30pm.  January dates are 1/9 
and 1/23.  If you have any inter-
est in learning more about Cen-
tering Prayer and/or joining us, 
please contact Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 
Lori Cowman or Janet Kubly. 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can 
be dedicated in honor or memory 
of loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study con-
tinues Tuesdays at 10:00am.  
Please join us!   All are welcome. 
Contact Pastor Jason for more 
information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group 
meets Thursdays in the Fellow-
ship Hall at 9:00am.  We would 
love to have you join us!  Just 
come to chat and have coffee 
and treats if you don’t sew….and 
maybe you can learn how! 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-
408-2049 or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 
PLEASE NOTE:  Masks and 
Covid-19 vaccinations required. 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 
  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program  
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or pro-
gram coordinator, Parish Nurse 
Debbie Haney at 612-408-2049. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Deb 
Haney at 612-408-2049 with 
questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Continued Next Page   

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, December 20, 2022  

Council Meeting Summary – 12.20.22 – 7 pm (Zoom online) 
Meeting Called to Order  
Opening Prayer: Pastor Jason 
Council Devotions: Connie Toavs 
Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  
November minutes m/s/approved as is. 
Treasurer’s Report for the period ending November 30, 2022 
The Nov 2022 YTD operating deficit of $38,900 is $5K greater than last month, $11K greater than budgeted, 
and $22K greater than last year. The unfavorability over the budgeted deficit is due to the loss of facilities 
revenue, and the unfavorability over last year is due to the combination of increased personnel expenses 
(budgeted) and the loss of facilities revenue. 
November offerings came in ($4,650) under the monthly budget. YTD offerings are $8,150 less than budget 
and roughly $3,100 ahead of last year's November YTD amount.  Facilities revenue continues to be projected 
at $14,000 below budget in in 2022. Expenses in November were lower than budget by $3,200, due to the 
reduction in salary expense.  As mentioned in previous months, the loss of revenue from Word of Life 
($24,000) on an annual basis, in addition to the ($30,000) budgeted deficit in 2022 will need to be figured out 
by year-end. Our deficit for 2022 (if October and November are a trend) will likely be about $42K. We do 
have money in reserves to cover this year's deficit. 



Council Minutes Continued  

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 
Congregational Response to Racial Injustice: No updates at this time. 
Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices: No updates at this time. 
Capital Campaign: Team member recommendations—Jeremy Schmitz volunteered; Pastor Jason; Joe Gart-

ner; Deb Gartner for brochures; Alan and Becky are willing to help out. The above people would watch 
for an email from Pastor Jason about a timeline and thoughts so far about the capital campaign. Keep 
thinking about non-council members.  

          Wish List is mostly finalized.  The biggest items are the drain tile, bathroom remodel, chip seal for the 
parking lot, and organ.   

Padagis lease:  This is the last year of the lease (2022). $3200 is the rent increase that has been calculated, for 
a total of $63,550. Kara, Jason, and Lori will let Padagis know before the end of the year. 

Padagis sidewalk agreement update:  Joe hasn’t heard much from his contact at Padagis. Jeremy and Joe 
have been emailing ideas and are looking for additional church members to support in negotiation. Jere-
my and Joe will work together to ask Padagis to clarify their needs and the timeline for the sidewalk and 
truck access. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
Committee reports for congregational meeting on Sunday, January 22 due to Linda by January 8. Examples 

are available on the church website. 
Listening to the congregation regarding staffing - to be addressed in January.  Would be helpful to have some 

direction before launching the capital campaign, so that the congregation knows where we’re going.  
We may need to delay the capital campaign to after February 2023. Rev. John Hulden will be joining the 
council for a staffing needs assessment on January 17, in-person for council members who can be and 
online for people who are out of town. We will discuss with Rev. Hulden about how to discuss transition 
needs with the general congregation, besides being open to one-on-one conversations initiated by con-
gregation members. 

 
PASTOR’S REPORTS: 
Pastor Jason’s Report to Council – December 2022 
1. Average attendance for November was 111 with another 15 tuned in to Facebook Live. 
2. The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 
3. The Faith Practices and Neighboring Practices team continues its work. Monthly cohort meetings have re-
sumed. 
4. Stewardship intent cards continue to come in slowly. Our total so far is $320,206, which is a bit above 
where we were last year at this time. Kara and I should be able to determine a fairly accurate giving number 
for 2023. 
5. I’m working with Wendy Grimes to make sure confirmation and youth programming is continuing. I’ve 
been in conversation with Wildfire pastors regarding Camp Wapo and a potential summer youth trip. 
6. Christmas Eve worship is at 3:00, 5:00, and 10:00pm with Christmas Day worship at 9:30am. 
7. I will be on vacation December 26-31. 
8. We usually sponsor the Empty Bowls event every year, which raises money for area food shelves.  Pastor 
Jason moved that we sponsor at silver level ($600), with money from Estate Gifts Benevolence.  Seconded 
and passed. 
 
Closing Prayer: Pastor Jason 
M/S/P to adjourn at 8:23pm. 





Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

January 1           PLEASE SIGN UP! 
   PLEASE SIGN UP! 
   PLEASE SIGN UP! 
                            PLEASE SIGN UP! 
 
January 8           Chris Daniels 
   Kristin Daniels 
   Joe Gartner  
                            Deb Gartner 

January 15        Scott Hennessy 
                            Chris Daniels 
                            Kristin Daniels 
                            Isaac Daniels 
 
January 22         Karen Leverson 
                             Sarah Monner 
                             Sandra Stenzel 
                             Don Van Heel 
 
January 29          Karen Leverson 
                             Sarah Monner 
                             Sandra Stenzel 
                             Don Van Heel 

January 1  PLEASE SIGN UP! 
  
January 8   Joshua Daniels 
  

January 15   Barbara Johnson 
  

January 22   Barry Thorvilson 
  

January 29          Kristan Kohls 

Scripture Readers 

January 1   PLEASE SIGN UP! 
  
January 8     Vicky Dwyer 
  
 

January 15   Jon Peterson 
  
January 22           Bob and Judy 
                               Alexander 
  
January 29           Sharon Brynstad     

Greeters 

January 1   PLEASE SIGN UP! 
  
January 8  Dave Folkerds 
                             Grace Folkerds 
  
January 15  Joe Gartner 
                             Deb Gartner 
  
January 22         Jeremy Schmitz 
                             Elizabeth Schmitz 
 
January 29          Jerry Gaasland 

Social Hour Hosts 

January 1       PLEASE SIGN UP! 
                              PLEASE SIGN UP! 
                              PLEASE SIGN UP! 
  

January 15      Beth Demarest 
                              Marilyn Rausch 
       Noya Woodrich 

Communion Assistants 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the worship time(s) you’ve been scheduled,  

please find someone to replace you or switch with you, then notify the church office to tell us of the change. If 
you have any questions, please let us know.  

Thank you for your help! 

Church Office: 
763-545-1647 



CALENDAR  
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 
Senior Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Baker Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kari Johnson Choristers Director 
 kari@holynativity.net 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


