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 of Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran  

Church in America 

The Pastors Word 

“Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  These are the words 
uttered by Nathaniel after Philip informs him that he has found the one 
about whom Moses and the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth.  There 
is no question from Nathaniel about why Philip has decided Jesus is the 
one about whom Moses and the prophets wrote.  Instead, Nathaniel 
just casts aside this idea about Jesus because he is from Nazareth.  
Stunningly, Nathaniel will be convinced moments later when Jesus ad-
dresses him personally and seems to know all about him. 

How would you finish the sentence, “Can anything good come out of 
______________?”  How we answer that question perhaps exposes 
our own biases.  We might think of certain countries that seem more 
committed to division and conflict than peace.  We might think of parts 
of our own country or state or city.  Depending on our perspective and 
personal history, we might wonder if anything good can come out of 
the city or the country.  For Nathaniel and many of the people in the 
gospels, the reason that someone from Nazareth would be questioned 
is that Nazareth was a small town in Galilee.  Nazareth was rural.  Naza-
reth was Hicksville.  Nazareth was where uneducated ignorant foolish 
people lived.  Or as Jim the Waco Kid says in the classic Mel Brooks 
movie, “Blazing Saddles,” “You've got to remember that these are just 
simple farmers. These are people of the land. The common clay of the 
new West. You know... morons.”  That would have roughly been the 
attitude about people from Galilee. 

We know, of course, that this kind of generalization about any geogra-
phy or any group of people is ridiculously unfair.  Even so, part of the 
surprise of Jesus was that he came from Nazareth.  The messiah would 
have been expected to arrive in Jerusalem to the powerful and influen-
tial.  Instead, the messiah came out of Nazareth in Galilee, a surprise 
indeed.  But as the saying goes, the Lord works in mysterious ways.  
That is certainly true.  But even more importantly, perhaps, God works 
in surprising ways.  The surprise of the messiah coming out of Galilee is 
just the first of many.  Where has God surprised you recently? 

In God’s amazing grace, 

Pastor Jason 



Adult Forum 
meets Sundays at 
10:45am in the 
Sanctuary. 

1/7     TBA   
1/14   Martin Luther’s The  
      Freedom of a Christian Part 7  
1/21   Martin Luther’s The   
      Freedom of a Christian Part 8 
1/28   Martin Luther’s The  
       Freedom of a Christian Part 9  
  
Hope to see you there! 

PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 

CONFIRMATION   

There will not be 
confirmation on 
January 3rd.  Confirmation re-
sumes on January 10 from 6:30-
7:45pm. There will also be confir-
mation dinner at 5:45pm.    

After a short hiatus over Christmas break, Sunday 
School will resume on Sunday, January 7th.  Even if  
your student hasn’t been attending Sunday School 
regularly, we would love to have them!  There is no 
need to register.  Come as you are!  Come as you can! 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

Please plan to join us 
on Sunday, January 

28th for our Congregational 
Meeting where we will adopt our 
2024 budget. We will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall at 11:30am. 

We are returning to Camp Wapo in February for a week-
end of rest together.  Games, snacks, puzzles, movies, 
reading, broomball, hiking, naps, or nothing at all.  Fami-
lies, couples, singles – all are welcome! 
 
Dates: February 23-25.  Sign up deadline is  Friday, February 9. 
Sign up online at holynativity.net 
Have questions?  Kristin Daniels would love to talk with you.   

Please plan to join us on Tuesday, February 13 for Shrove Tuesday Triv-
ia and Dinner! 6:00pm dinner and 7:00pm trivia. More info to come.  

~  The staff sends their heartfelt 
thanks for the wonderful holiday 
goodies, centerpiece, (Karen 
Gaasland) and the generous gift 
you gave us.  So much appreciat-
ed.  We all feel so blessed to be a 
part of this Holy Nativity family.  

~  Many thanks to the Treble  
Tones for the gift of $831 from 
the free-will offering at their  
delightful Christmas concert! 

Thank You.  Thank You.  Thank You! 

Thank you for all who bought gifts and gift cards for the PRISM Christ-
mas Tree.  On December 16th, over 700 children of all ages received 
gifts.  Not just one gift but usually three each per child, for a total of 
more than 2,000 gifts given away. 

Thank you to all who responded to the reverse advent calendar to raise 
food donations.  At the time of this writing the total amount given is 
many multiples higher than the previous monthly average of 70 
pounds. The need for food donations is not decreasing, In November 
PRISM gave out 145,597 pounds of food to 4,263 individuals.   

In addition to food, we need volunteers.  If you have some spare time 
and like the idea of giving back to the community, we could use your 
help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, from teenagers to people in their 
80‘s.  Most of the work is not physically demanding.  We have a need 
for people in the food shelf, reception and the thrift shop. If you can 
help, please contact the volunteer manager Colette Illarde at 763-432-
4230 or email her at colette@prismmpls.org. 



Book Look 

The beginning of a new year, chilly days, and cozy 
nights—just the perfect time to enjoy a good book from 
the church library. Browse the shelves and choose one to 
take home and read. It’s easy to check out. Just sign your 
name and phone number on the card and put it in the 
small basket on the short bookcase. 

More Than You Know by Rosalyn Story is a lyrical story about a family 
where tragedy and love are inextricably bound. As thunder cracks and 
rain pours down furiously, a nine-year-old boy picks his way through 
the streets of a rural Arkansas town, carefully cradling a newborn girl in 
his arms. Under a solemn oath never to reveal the baby’s origins, he 
delivers the nameless child safely to the doorstep of an unsuspecting 
family and retreats without a word. Many years later, the boy, L.J. Till-
man, has matured into a brilliant jazz saxophone player. But when the 
secret that L.J. guarded so faithfully is finally revealed, his marriage of 
twenty-four years is suddenly ripped apart. The devastated L.J. finds 
himself homeless and playing for change on the streets of New York 
City. As he wanders from the wreckage of his past, he struggles to fig-
ure out how he can ever return to his wife and home in Kansas City. 

Meanwhile, L.J.’s beloved wife Olivia hopes against seemingly impossi-
ble odds for the return of the husband most others have given up for 
dead. Tormented by uncertainty and regret, she struggles to keep her 
beauty shop business afloat, and to face up to her lifelong fear of ful-
filling her long-denied talent as a singer. L.J. embarks on an odyssey to 
escape the streets, recover his career, and ultimately return to his wife 
and home. Each must confront the consequences of L.J.’s secret—and 
a few other secrets that neither is prepared for—if they hope to recov-
er their life together. 

More Than You Know is the elegantly crafted story of how this 

shattered couple tries to rescue their marriage: shaken to the core, 

they discover that truth conforms to its own rules, and that love can 

endure even the most profound injuries. Rosalyn Story has created a 

lyrical, emotionally consuming page-turner that delves deeply into the 

mysteries of love and family. 

CUSTODIAN’S 
CORNER –  
ENJOYED 2  
SEASONS AT ONCE! 
Minnesota, we love it! Where 
else can we celebrate our Euro-
pean heritage by shoveling snow 
and raking leaves on the same 
day! Due to the delayed snow 
this year, I was able to remove 
another ten tarps of leaves, pine 
cones, & branches from the west 
and south church sides, looking 
forward to shoveling this winter.  
 
I was also able to remove many 
patches of anointing oil from the 
front sanctuary with the paper 
towel twist, trusty vinegar and 
dish soap, and carpet shampoo. I 
was also able to use vinegar to 
remove the calcium deposits at 
the ice machine & dish washer, 
and carpet shampoo the family 
lounge and entrance to Fellow-
ship Hall. 
 
Many thanks to Vern Erickson for 
replacing a dozen Exit light 
batteries (which I recycled) and 
three entrance doorstops to help 
keep the mice out. If you see 
one, do like others have done 
and maneuver with a plastic glass 
to capture the little critter.  
 
Thanks to the team of Dan 
McChesney, Logan Holt and my-
self for replacing the Daycare 
playground outside door and for 
Logan Holt for filling is as custodi-
an. 
 
Thanks to all who place their 
plastic cups and pop cans in the 
recycle bins as labeled.  
 
Tom Wiblishauser 763-656-8850 

Our thoughts and  
prayers go out to: 
 

~ Amy Schultz on the death of her 
mother Kathy Schultz 
 

  “Blessed are those who mourn 
for they will be comforted”    

~ Matthew 5:4 

It’s hard to believe, 
but it’s getting 
close to the Lenten 
season!   

We will again have Lenten soup 
suppers, beginning on Ash 
Wednesday, February 14. Plan to 
joins us for dinner and stay for 
worship.   





OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer 
group meets on Zoom twice a 
month on Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm. January 
dates are 1/8 and 1/22. If you 
have any interest in learning 
more about Centering Prayer 
and/or joining us, please contact 
Kari Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be dedi-
cated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays at 
10:00am.  Please join us!   All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!  Just come to chat 
and have coffee and treats if you 
don’t sew….and maybe you can 
learn how! 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse, Debbie Haney at 612-
408-2049 or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 

 

 
 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 
  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program  
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or pro-
gram coordinator, Parish Nurse 
Debbie Haney at 612-408-2049. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Deb 
Haney at 612-408-2049 with 
questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Continued Next Page   

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, December 19,  2023  

Meeting Called to Order:  7:00 pm, online  

Opening Prayer: Joe 

Council Devotions: Lori 

Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  

M/S/Approved November minutes. 

We received thank you notes for donations from the following organizations: Missions, Inc., Twin Cities Habi-

tat for Humanity, PRISM, and Lutheran Campus Ministry-Twin Cities. 

 

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending November 30, 2023 

November offerings were $7K higher than plan due to members catching up on their pledges combined with 

new member contributions. The YTD variance for planned offerings is $9K favorable, while YTD total revenue 

is $10k favorable to plan. 

 

Spending for the month of November was $4K lower than planned as higher than planned spending in prop-

erty and Youth programs was offset by lower than planned personnel spending. Higher than planned spend-

ing for property related expense in November was due to replacement of the door in the child care center. 

The higher than planned spending in Youth programs was for expenses. 

 

YTD spending is $50K lower than planned due to lower than planned spending in all areas except for proper-

ty, with the most significant variance being in personnel ($42K). YTD property spending has been significantly 

higher than planned as we installed drain tile to remediate water incursion and were hit with expense related 

to the sinkhole that sprung up on Quebec Ave in August. We expect property spending to trend higher as our 

infrastructure ages and will try to plan for this in our budgeting efforts for 2024. 



Council Minutes Continued  

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice:  ELCA book study on Ashes to Action: to address racial injustice 

in January-February 2024 - Antiracist Accountability.  4 sessions at $10/hour, meeting online. 

Padagis lease:  Memorandum has been signed.  Our contact, Melissa, had been out of the office. Lori will cal-

culate the rent for next year. 

Church bylaws committee report:  Subcommittee will send out bylaws with changes (largely grammatical and 

editorial, or previously discussed and approved by council) to council, and will make them available to the 

congregation. 

Staffing Update:  Staffing decisions are on hold until the 2024 budget is finalized. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

2024 Budget Draft:  Draft will be finalized in January.  The budget will largely be similar to this year, with an 

increase for property due to aging infastructure and an allocation for a part-time staff member. 

New state law regarding paid sick time for employees:  We need to start tracking sick leave for all employees,  

Under the law, every 30 hours worked earns one hour of sick leave.  It will be reported on payroll.  Pastor 

Jason will inform Kara. 

Solar panels:    We got a quote for putting solar panels on the roof of the main peak of the church and the 

fellowship hall.  We had considered this in 2018 but needed to repair the parking lot instead.  The panels 

would likely minimize or eliminate our electric bill over time (probably 10-13 years).  It would cost 

$230,000 initially, and we could apply for grants to offset some of this expense.  This idea is still in an ex-

ploratory stage but we want to be good stewards of the resources we have available.  Interested church 

members should watch for an opportunity to come to an informational meeting regarding solar panels. 

 

Pastor Jason’s Report to Council – December 2023 

Average attendance for November was 116 with another 10-15 tuned in to Facebook Live. 

The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 

It has come to my attention that we need to comply with Minnesota’s new Paid Sick and Safe Time Law. All 

employees will earn 1 hour of sick time for every 30 hours worked and can bank up to 80 hours of sick 

time (max of 48 hours per year). 

Ministry team annual reports will need to be written for the annual report in January. Please plan on writing 

and submitting to Linda Lien by January 11. 

The upcoming Wildfire retreat will now be one day, January 20, probably at a local church. Please keep this 

date on your calendar, if possible. 

I will be on vacation December 25-30 and January 1-8. 

 

Closing Prayer: Pastor Jason 

M/S/Approved to adjourn at 8:10pm 



Scoutmaster Minute  

The scouts of Troop 567 
wrapped up November 
and kicked off the holiday season 
with a trip to Feed My Starving 
Children in Chanhassen. It was a 
full house as all 8 packing tables 
were in use.  The spirit of giving 
was in the air. 
 
The boys also attended a New 
Hope City Council meeting in No-
vember where we were able to 
see our local government in ac-
tion. 
 
We are looking forward to anoth-
er great year in 2024 and are 
thankful to Holy Nativity for in-
cluding us in the mission. 
 
Yours in Scouting  
Scoutmaster Daniels 

SENIOR FITNESS – JANUARY OBSERVANCES 
Now that we are trying to fulfill our New Year’s Resolutions, here are the January National Monthly Obser-
vances: 

Wear layers of loose fitting, lightweight, warm clothing with a hat , hood, or 
scarf. Mittens snug at wrists are warmer than gloves. Protect your lungs from 
extreme cold by covering your mouth with a scarf or mask. Protect your nose 
and cheeks with oil & face cream. Stay dry, remove wet layers, wear water-
proof boots & thick socks,  and avoid the wind if possible. 

Prepare your vehicle by checking radiator and antifreeze level, tire air and tread, keep gas tank full to avoid 
ice in the tank and fuel lines, and use a wintertime antifreeze in your windshield wash. Keep a winter emer-
gency kit  with cell phone & charger, extra hats coats, mittens, blankets, food & water, booster cables, tire 
pump, and a bag of sand with a shovel. Also include a flashlight, first aid-aid kit, battery-powered radio,  plas-
tic bags for sanitation, and a brightly colored cloth to tie to the antenna if stranded. 
Prepare your home by installing weather stripping, insulation, and storm windows. Clean out gutters and re-
pair roof leaks. Check your heating system, fireplaces and chimneys and have an alternative heating source. 
Make sure your smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors are working with replaced batteries if nec-
essary. 
Source: NCEH (National Center for Environmental Health), submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 

Our January Mission Offer-
ing is designated to  Luther-
an Disaster Response.   
Lutheran Disaster Response is a 
part of the ELCA.  Lutheran Disas-
ter Response  shares God’s hope, 
healing and renewal with people 
whose lives have been disrupted 
by disasters in the United States 
and around the world.  Even after 
a natural disaster has faded from 
the news headlines, Lutheran Dis-
aster Response continues to help 
by working alongside local organi-
zations, local churches, and ecu-
menical relief agencies to make 
sure local needs are being ad-
dressed long term.   In the US this 
organization responds right away 
following floods, tornadoes, wild-
fires and other disasters.  Interna-
tionally famine, drought, earth-
quakes and similar issues require 
not only immediate response but 
long term efforts with local organi-
zations to build assets that will 
withstand future disasters.  If you 
give in response to a specific disas-
ter, 100% of your gift goes to that 
effort.   

In so much gratitude 
for the love and sup-
port from my Holy 
Nativity family, Pepe 

Demarest would love to invite 
you to his ordination at Christ the 
King Lutheran Church in New 
Brighton.  The service will be at 
noon on January 13th. Please 
RSVP if you will stay for a light 
lunch following the service to 
pbdemarest@gmail.com. 

mailto:pbdemarest@gmail.com


Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

January  7     Bruce Johnson 
                              Terri Johnson 
                              Sarah Monner 
                              Jana Roiger 
 
January 14     Gaylen Bunce 
                              Dennis Dalen 
                              Michael Dickinson 
                              Nancy Dickinson 

 
January 21          Gaylen Bunce 
                              Dennis Dalen 
                              Leah Weisjahn 
                              Todd Weisjahn 
 
January 28           Karen Anderson 
                              Elizabeth Schmitz 
                              Leah Weisjahn 
                              Todd Weisjahn 
 
 
 

January 7  Beau Demarest 
  
January 14         Laura Sommervold 
  

January 21          Noya Woodrich 
  

January 28          Dean Birkholz 
 

Scripture Readers 

January 7   Janet Kubly 
  
January 14           Karen Anderson 
  
January 21           Jane Rupprecht 
  
January 28           Daniels Family 
 
 

  
 

Greeters 

January 7         Connie and Tyler  
                          Toavs 
 
January 14      Dave and Grace  
                          Folkerds 
 
January21      Laura Sommervold 
                         Sandee Stenzel 
  
January 28     Joe and Deb Gartner 
                          
 

  
 

 

Social Hour Hosts 

January 7            Beth Demarest 
                              Deb Peterson 
                              Stan Wanner 
 
January 21          Dave Folkerds 
       Grace Folkerds 
       Joe Gartner 

Communion Assistants 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the worship time(s) you’ve been scheduled,  

please find someone to replace you or switch with you, then notify the church office to tell us of the 
change. If you have any questions, please let us know.  

Thank you for your help! 

Please consider participating in some of these volunteer oppor-
tunities we have need for: 
 

~  Work in the kitchen (set-up, serving, and clean-up)  during funerals 
~  Kitchen cleaner (cleaning out refrigerator, general upkeep)-perhaps 
    quarterly 
~  Columbarium committee (2 meetings per year) - Filled—Thank You! 
~  Columbarium gardening (includes 2 front door planters) 
~  Day-of Funeral Coordinator (paid position) - Newly needed 
~  Drive members to church 
 
None of these take a lot of time and most can be done as you can fit 
them into your schedule.  Maybe consider doing these with a friend or 
as a group.   Contact the office for more details. 
 

THANK YOU...THANK YOU...THANK YOU!!! 
 



CALENDAR  



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS!   
It’s the best way to thank them for supporting our newsletter! 
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 

 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 


