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Church in America 

The Pastors Word 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Christ, 

In just a few weeks, I will have 
the opportunity to travel to my 
seminary, the Lutheran School of 
Theology at Chicago (LSTC), for a 
conference commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the walkout 
at Concordia Seminary in St. Lou-
is, Missouri, which led to the cre-
ation of Christ Seminary – Semi-
nex.  I am not sure how much 
you may know about that histo-
ry.  I didn’t know much until my 
seminary years, when I was 
heavily influenced and taught by 
a number of professors who 
were part of Seminex.  Seminex, 
by the way, stands for “Seminary 
in exile,” which is what the stu-
dents and professors felt they 
were after they left Concordia 
Seminary.   

The reason for the departure 
from Concordia Seminary, the 
flagship seminary of the Luther-
an Church-Missouri Synod 
(LCMS), was a disagreement 
about biblical interpretation.  
The leadership of the LCMS had 
decided that the only appropri-
ate understanding of the Bible 
was through a literal interpreta-
tion.  This contradicted what 
most professors in Biblical Stud-
ies at Concordia were teaching.  
They were teaching what is 

known as the historical-critical 
method of reading the Bible.  A 
very simple explanation of the 
historical-critical method of read-
ing the Bible is that it is reading 
the Bible while studying the his-
torical situation of the writing, 
the literary form of the writing, 
and the original context in which 
it was written.  Due to this differ-
ence of opinion on how to read 
and teach the Bible, the presi-
dent of the LCMS suspended the 
president of Concordia Seminary, 
John Tietjen, for allowing “false 
teaching” in the seminary.  In re-
sponse, 45 out of 50 faculty and 
the vast majority of students 
walked out.  They would then 
form Christ Seminary – Seminex 
in St. Louis, which existed until 
1987, when it became part of my 
seminary, LSTC. 

I look forward to hearing from 
some of the participants in the 
walkout at the conference and 
thinking about how that history 
influences the church today.  It 
strikes me that this division be-
tween reading the Bible literally 
and reading it with the historical-
critical method is still a major di-
viding line between Christians 
today, fifty years after the walk-
out in St. Louis.  The major differ-
ences between the ELCA and 
LCMS today could probably be 
summarized by describing the 
division in the LCMS in 1974.  I 

know that most of you would not 
say you read the Bible with the 
historical-critical method, but 
you probably do.  It means you 
read it realizing that God did not 
write it – human beings did.  And 
because human beings wrote the 
Bible, there are mistakes and 
contradictions.  Opinions are ex-
pressed that don’t necessarily 
reflect God’s opinion, but instead 
simply the author’s opinion.  
Reading the Bible in this way is 
the more thoughtful way, 
though.  It is a way of reading the 
Bible that doesn’t insult the intel-
ligence of the reader.  There are 
some who would argue that if we 
don’t take all aspects of the Bible 
as literally true, then how can 
any of it be true?  I would coun-
ter that by arguing that there is 
truth in all of the Bible, even 
when it is not literally true. 

In God’s amazing grace, 
Pastor Jason 



Adult Forum 
meets Sundays at 
10:45am in the 
Sanctuary. 

April 7:   Lutheran Campus  
                Ministry – U of M 
 
April 14: Faith and Action: The  
                 Holistic Missions of  
                 Lutherans in Central  
                 America 
 
April 21:  A Holy Fool with  
                 Chocolate: Learning  
                 from Willy Wonka 
 
April 28:  Showing Up for Church 
                 When I Don’t Want To 
 
Hope to see you there! 

I would like to offer an advance 
thank you to everyone! The 
youth will be doing a lot of fund-
raising in the coming months to 
help us prepare to finance our 
trip to the National Youth Gath-
ering in New Orleans.  The gener-
osity of this congregation does 
not go unnoticed as you continue 
to support our youth! 

Wendy Grimes 

Confirmation re-
sumes Wednesday, 
April 3.  The last day 
of confirmation is Wednesday, 
May 15.  Confirmation service is 
Sunday, May 19 during 9:30am 
worship. 

GARAGE SALE:  SAVE THE DATE...AND YOUR STUFF!  Holy Nativity 
youth will be running a garage sale again this summer to raise money 
for our trip to the National Youth Gathering taking place in New Orle-
ans.  The sale will run June 13, 14 and 15.  Please consider donating 
items for this sale.  We will begin accepting donations on Monday, May 
13th. 
LIVE AUCTION:   Celebrate Cinco de Mayo at Holy Nativity!  After wor-
ship, enjoy a yummy taco lunch and then stay some entertainment and 
participate in a LIVE AUCTION!  Stay tuned for more details coming 
soon!! 
RED ENVELOPE:   As you may be aware, we have 22 youth and 5 chap-
erones going to the National Youth Gathering taking place this summer 
in New Orleans.  We are doing our best to raise funds to make this trip 
affordable for all our families.  If you would like to help us make that 
happen, please consider grabbing a marked envelope that is hanging in 
the narthex.  Whatever amount ($1-$100) is on the front of the enve-
lope is the monetary amount you will then place into the envelope and 
then return to church as a donation.  Thank you for your generosity!! 

COLUMBARIUM NEWS  

It's never too early to plan for your after- life. The Col-
umbarium offers affordable niches (1/2 niche $1250 to 
$1350, double niche $2400 to $2600.) Two cremains may be placed in 
one niche. By making the decision now you save yourself the worry and 
your loved ones the burden of the decision. A Memorial Wall on the 
reverse side is a place for a plaque remembering a loved one interred 
in another site. (only $250.) For more information find brochures in the 
narthex or contact the church office.  

 

WELCOME NEW CHAIRPERSON:  I am pleased to announce Emily Spanjers will 
be over seeing the Columbarium and front entrance planters. I have 
been involved since 2009 and will work with Emily this year on the 
transition. Current waterers will soon be asked via e-mail to commit for 
another two -week slot watering the 3 planters this season.  We wel-
come new volunteers who would like to help, as well . Gardeners who 
like to weed and do general upkeep of the Columbarium are needed 
too. Call Karen to sign up or ask for further information. 763-360-8446. 
We look forward to working with many who love flowers and wish to 
support keeping Holy Nativity, an inviting church.  
Karen Gaasland 



Book Look 

Hillbilly Elegy, by J. D. Vance, is a passionate and personal analysis of a 
culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The disintegra-
tion of this group, a process that has been slowly occurring for more 
than forty years, has been reported with growing frequency and alarm, 
but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. 
D. Vance tells the true story of what a social, regional, and class decline 
feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. 
The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s 
grandparents were “dirt poor and in love,” and moved north from Ken-
tucky’s Appalachia region to Ohio in hopes of escaping the dreadful 
poverty around them. They raised a middle-class family, and eventually 
one of their grandchildren would graduate from Yale Law School, a 
conventional marker of success in achieving generational upward mo-
bility. But as the family saga of Hillbilly Elegy plays out, we learn that J. 
D.’s grandparents, aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother 
struggled profoundly with the demands of their new middle-class life, 
never fully escaping the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, and trau-
ma so characteristic of their part of America. With piercing honesty, 
Vance shows how he himself still carries around the demons of his cha-
otic family history. 
A deeply moving memoir, with its share of humor and vividly colorful 
figures, Hillbilly Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really feels. 
And it is an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the Ameri-
can dream for a large segment of this country. 

CUSTODIAN’S CORNER – 
SPRING CLEANING! 

After using all 
Fellowship 
chairs & ta-
bles for a 
large Febru-
ary funeral, 

Lent /Ash Wednesday dinners 
and March voting activities, I 
thoroughly swept and mopped 
the Fellowship Hall for a well- 
needed overhaul. Thanks to all 
the volunteers at those events 
for your thorough clean up!  
 
I reduced the number of standing 
tables to eleven to provide more 
room for interaction between 
tables. We were able to increase 
eating capacity to 250 by placing 
4 long tables in the Annex, using 
the sofas and chairs in an outside 
circle around the tables for addi-
tional seating. The lounge was 
also used for extra meal seating. 
 
During the month I was able to 
replace all furnace filters, vacu-
um the refrigerator and freezer 
air filter coils, remove salt from 
the sidewalks and Columbarium, 
set up and take down the chairs 
and tables for Sunday School in 
the Daycare each Sunday, and 
vacuum the Narthex, Sanctuary 
and Offices.  
 
Many thanks to Vern for setting 
the clocks ahead one hour for 
Daylight Savings time. 
 
Our Spring Cleanup is set for Sat-
urday, May 11th from 9am until 
noon. Hope to see you there! 
Tom Wiblishauser 

SENIOR FITNESS – SPRING ALLERGY PREVENTION 
Due to the unseasonably warm winter, the Minneapolis 
tree pollen count ranged from a three-month average of 
2.0 to 5.3 from February 19th to the present, a 115% in-
crease. If you have been sneezing with a runny nose, itchy 
eyes or sore throat, you may have fallen victim to season-
al allergies. 
Here are some natural remedies to deal with allergies: Exercise, wear a 
N95 mask outside, use hepa air filtration inside, breath in steam, use 
nasal sprays or nasal irrigation with a neti pot, and shower to wash off 
the allergens. Consume fresh veggies, fruits, honey, and nuts, drink 
more water, juice, and chicken noodle soup, consume probiotics 
(yogurt) to keep your gut flora healthy, and increase vitamin A, C, and 
D. Source: Cleveland Clinic & Webb MD. 
Another alternative would be to use over the counter antihistamine 
medicines/pills taken before bed such as Zyrtec (cetirizine), Claritin, 
Flonase, or Allegra which block histamine receptors on our cells, reduc-
ing our response to allergens and Airborne to help your immune sys-
tem.   
Submitted by Tom Wiblishauser 





OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday -Thursday 
9:00am - 3:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-1:00pm 

Here is the link for 
our 9:30am 
Sunday worship 

services:  https://
www.facebook.com/
holynativitynewhope/. Make sure 
you "like" the page and the live 
service will automatically pop up 
for you in Facebook when it 
starts. You can access our Sunday 
worship bulletin at 
www.holynativity.net. 
You can also call 1-855-341-0527 
after noon on Sundays and listen 
to the service over the phone. 
To view our service on YouTube 
afterward:  
https://www.youtube.com/chann
el/UCv9wMRQxiXSf0jwX-
EamLBw/ 
 

Centering Prayer 
Meeting  
The Centering Prayer 
group meets on Zoom twice a 
month on Monday evenings 
from 5:30-6:30pm. April dates 
are 4/8 and 4/22.  If you have 
any interest in learning more 
about Centering Prayer and/or 
joining us, please contact Kari 
Johnson at 
(karijohnson1@hotmail.com), 

Flowers! 
Please consider contrib-
uting Sunday altar flow-
ers. Cost is $30 for flow-
ers or plant. These can be dedi-
cated in honor or memory of 
loved ones or for special occa-
sions.  Please sign up on the 
board across from the office or 
contact the office and they can 
write you in. 

BIBLE STUDY 
Weekly Bible Study 
meets Tuesdays at 
10:00am.  Please join us!   All are 
welcome. Contact Pastor Jason 
for more information.  

JOIN THE  
QUILTERS!! 
The Quilting group meets Thurs-
days in the Fellowship Hall at 
9:00am.  We would love to have 
you join us!  Just come to chat 
and have coffee and treats if you 
don’t sew….and maybe you can 
learn how! 

Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Wildfire Caregiver 
Support groups 
will meet from 
10:00-11:30am on 

the First and Third Tuesdays of 
each month in the library at 
House of Hope Lutheran Church 
located at: 4800 Boone Ave. No. 
in New Hope. 
 
The overall GOAL of a caregiver 
support group is to enhance the 
caregivers’ coping skills through 
mutual support and informa-
tional sharing. 
 
Questions?  Please contact 
House of Hope Parish 
Nurse Ruth Peterson at either 
House of Hope or First Lutheran 
of Crystal or the co-facilitator 
Mary Ann Pukal, at 763-533-
8333. 

Wildfire Caregiver Respite 
  
The Wildfire Collaborative Res-
pite for the Caregiver program  
meets the 1st and the 3rd Tues-
days every month year round 
from 10:00am-3:00pm. 
 
We have eight returning volun-
teers who worked one to one 
with the participants.  A few 
more are always welcome.  What 
is needed are volunteers to pre-
pare/serve lunch, leader for mu-
sic, an arts and crafts leader and 
an exercise leader. 
 
The purpose of the program is to 
provide a short period of relief to 
the caregiver from something 
stressful or difficult.   The pro-
gram offers a safe and enjoyable 
social opportunity to the care 
receiver while the caregiver has 
respite.   The program also offers 
caregivers education and ongoing 
support. 
 
For more information or to par-
ticipate, please contact program 
assistant coordinator, Shayne 
Vincent, at 612-390-0776 or Par-
ish Nurse Ruth Peterson at either 
House of Hope of First Lutheran 
of Crystal. 

NOTE:  The Wildfire Caregiv-
er Respite Group and the 
Wildfire Caregiver Support 
Group are two different 
groups that meet at the 
same time. Feel free to con-
tact Parish Nurse Ruth Pe-
terson (at House of Hope or 
First Lutheran of Crystal)  
with questions. 

https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://www.facebook.com/holynativitynewhope/
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7
https://holynativity.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5396140e0078eedb300395b36&id=589d309ac2&e=5089765af7


Continued Next Page   

Holy Nativity Lutheran Church Council    Tuesday, March 19,  2024  

Meeting Called to Order at 7:04pm 

Opening Prayer: Emily 

Council Devotions: Connie 

Secretary’s Report/Reminders:  

February minutes M/S/Approved. 

We received thank you notes for donations from the following organizations: Greater Minneapolis Council of 

Churches.  

Treasurer’s Report for the period ending February 29, 2024 

Financial team met and discussed offering counting.  Noya will be trained in on Sunday.  A rotation will be set 

in place to go to Wells Fargo.  Finance committee will meet quarterly, with an extra meeting in December to 

help plan the budget.  Next meeting will be in June. 

Offerings and budget are on track.  The electricity bill was much lower than in the past because of a credit 

from Xcel. 

 

OLD BUSINESS/REMINDERS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES: 

Congregational Response to Racial Injustice:  

 Nothing new to report. 

Staffing:  

 Pastor Jason emailed John Hulden at the Synod with a few questions.  He has also started drafting a  

 job description. 

Solar Panels:   

 Joe contacted three local churches who have recently installed solar panels.  They all had positive 

 things to say about Apadana, the company we are considering working with.  Minnesota Interfaith 

 Power and Light is an organization that helps churches become more eco-friendly, providing  

 explanations and guidance through applying for rebates and grants.  Apadana isn’t necessarily the 

 cheapest but they have more conservative estimates on savings.  Property committee recommends 

 moving forward. 

 M/S/Approved creating ad-hoc committee to make recommendations on funding sources for    

 installing solar panels. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Wildfire Plans:  

 Jane attended the Wildfire meeting.  They suggested having some social events to get to know each 

 other across congregations. 

 Beer and Hymns - each church council will host at a brewery and encourage members to come. 

 Baseball events. 

 Watch for advertisements to churches by the end of April. 

Ministry Team membership:  

 Council members will send current membership to Jane, Connie, and Joe, as well as any suggestions of 

 new members by replying to Connie’s email.  Also send any adjustments in wording. 



Council Minutes Continued  

Crystal Frolics: 

 Chris Daniels, Scoutmaster of our sponsored Boy Scout troop, has asked Holy Nativity to consider 

 helping out at a food booth July 25-28.  We are interested in learning more about expectations and 

 fundraising potential.  Lori will get some more info. 

Council nominating committee: 

 Terms ending in May 2024: Jane Rupprecht and Emily Spanjers are reaching the end of their first 

 terms; Joe will reach the end of his second term and need to take a break. 

 Council has some ideas of potential members but congregation members are encouraged to put 

 themselves forward! 

 

PASTOR’S REPORT: 

Pastor Jason’s Report to Council – March 2024 

~~ Average attendance for February was 104, with another 15 or so tuned in to Facebook Live. 

~~ The Child Care Center continues to operate normally and is doing well financially. 

~~ The annual youth Palm Sunday breakfast and silent auction is this Sunday. We are trying to raise a lot of 

money to pay for the ELCA Youth Gathering trip! We still have about $30,000 to go. 

~~ Holy Week is next week with worship on Maundy Thursday at 7pm, Good Friday at 7pm, and Easter Sun-

day at 9:30am. 

~~ On April 7, we will welcome a student preacher from Lutheran Campus Ministry – U of M. 

~~ I will be in Chicago for a conference April 15-18. Thus, I will miss the April council meeting. 

~~ Holy Ghost Church is going to end their rental from us at the end of March.  I will let Wildfire churches 

know, in case they have heard of anyone looking for a church space. 

~~! The Endowment committee is down to about two members.  It would be good to find new members or 

reconsider how it is structured.  I will check the bylaws. 

 

Closing Prayer: Lori 

M/S/Approved to adjourn. 



PRISM IS SERVING OUR COMMUNITY  
FOOD SHELF, CLOTHING, HOUSING ASSISTANCE 
1220 Zane Avenue North, Golden Valley 55422 

Phone: 763-529-1350 

Monthly Mission Support for April:  NOT FOR SALE 

This is the local mission group we supplied with 200 water filters three 
years ago.  They travel to Honduras once or twice a year and continue to 
bless the communities in Honduras. 

 The primary school in Yoro, Honduras that NOT FOR SALE supports, pro-
vides education up until 6th grade.  Just like in the United States, after ele-
mentary the kids move on to the next level of education.  However, the 
next level of schooling is not within easy walking distance from the prima-
ry school.  In order to provide transportation for these kids, NOT FOR SALE is collecting funds to purchase a 
micro bus for 14 students to ensure they are able to continue to go to school.  Especially for girls as they are 
a target for trafficking if they are not able to continue studying after primary school. 

 The next trip is scheduled for July 2024.  They will hand carry any funds raised and would like to bring the 
following to also help the students: 

~ Functioning laptop computers with cameras – they should be cleaned and include the power cord 
~ New dental hygiene products: toothpaste, toothbrushes, floss 
~ Suitcases – any size with working wheels - to use to carry donated items to Honduras and then leave for the 
community use 
 

Any donations of these items can be left in the church office labeled for the Outreach Committee.  We will 
make sure they get sent with NOT FOR SALE in July.  Thank you for your continued support! 

Thanks to all who participated in the Empty Bowls event held at Cooper High School.  
It was a fun afternoon and evening.  It was a time to sit, enjoy some soup and bread 
while listening to live music.  Participants also had a chance to purchase bowls that 
were painted for this event.  All purchases were free will offerings that were split by 
area food shelves, including PRISM. 

Food demand at the food shelf continues to be high. In February we served 3,771 individuals, distributing 
124,832 pounds of food.  Donations by congregations were off in February by 50% from January.  I hope the 
reverse advent list for March will make up for the shortfall. 

Next month is the PRISM’s 11th Annual Taste of the Burbs fund raising event.  It is the biggest fundraiser of 
the year.  The date is Thursday, May 9thwith two venues: The Metropolitan and Frankie’s.  The event will in-
clude a dinner, auction and more fun things in which to participate. A flyer is posted on a church bulletin 
board for more information.  Also, for April, the focus for giving is cleaning supplies in addition to food. 

In addition to food, we need volunteers.  If you have some spare time and like the idea of giving back to the 
community, we could use your help.  Our volunteers are of all ages, from teenagers to people in their 80‘s.  
Most of the work is not physically demanding.  We have a need for people in the food shelf, reception and 
the thrift shop. If you can help, please contact the volunteer manager Colette Illarde at 763-432-4230 or 
email her at colette@prismmpls.org. 



Worship Assistants 
Ushers 

April 7     Mike Dickinson 
                              Nancy Dickinson 
                              Mark Kohls 
                              Kristan Kohils 
 
April 14     Bruce Johnson 
                              Terri Johnson 
                              Todd Weisjahn 
                              Leah Weisjahn 

 
April 21               Bruce Johnson 
                              Terri Johnson 
                              Todd Weisjahn 
                              Leah Weisjahn 
 
April 28                 Eric Grimes 
                              Wendy Grimes 
                               Addie Grimes 
                               Charlie Grimes 
 
 
 
 

April 7  Laura Sommervold 
 

April  14   April Umana  

April 21   Jane Rupprecht 

April 28   Marisa Lerum 

 

Scripture Readers 

April 7       Laura and Charlotte 
                             Sommervold 
 
April 14            Nancy Nagle 
 
April 21    Delphine Arme 
  
April 28              Joe and Deb Gartner 
 
 
 

  

Greeters 

April 7              Wayne and Jan Moen 
 
April 14            Elizabeth and Jeremy  
                           Schmitz 
 
April 21            Jike and Nancy  
                           DIckinson 
  
April 28            Denise Prosek 
                           Becky and Eloise  
                           Nichols 

Social Hour Hosts 

April 7                Dean Birkhkolz 
                             Lori Cowman 
                             Joe Gartner 
 
April 21               Eric Grimes       
                             Wendy Grimes 
                             Janet Kubly 
 
                                      

 

Communion Assistants 

Please Note... 
If you are unable to serve at the worship time(s) you’ve been scheduled,  

please find someone to replace you or switch with you, then notify the church office to tell us of the 
change. If you have any questions, please let us know.  

Thank you for your help! 

The SCOUTMASTER MINUTE  

February was a relatively quiet month 
for the scouts of Troop 567.  We assisted 
with an arrow of light crossover ceremo-
ny for our little brothers of Pack 577, and 
welcomed three new scouts into our 
troop.  

We got off site to Vertical Endeavors and did some serious wall climb-
ing.  One of our older scouts (who happens to be a member of HNLC) 
thought he could climb a two- story wall without using his legs. He al-
most made it. 

March holds lots of exciting activities for the Troop, then on to 
camping season. As always, thanks to HNLC for making us part 
of the ministry. 

Yours in Scouting, Scoutmaster Daniels  



CALENDAR  
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HOLY NATIVITY STAFF 

 
Pastor Jason Wahlstrom (H) 763-767-3051 
 pastorjason@holynativity.net 
Iver Hubert Director of Music Ministry 
 iver@holynativity.net 
Lisa Stockert Organist/Communications Coordinator 
 lisa@holynativity.net 
Linda Lien Congregational Care Coordinator 
 and Funeral Coordinator 
 linda@holynativity.net 
Wendy Grimes Youth Ministry Associate  
                                                     wendy.grimes@yahoo.com 
Kristen Chamberlain                     Sunday School Director 
                                           kristen.chamberlain@gmail.com 
Kara Holt Financial Coordinator  
 karaholt@msn.com 
Tom Wiblishauser Custodian 
 twiblishauser@comcast.net 
Amy Laite Sunday Nursery Coordinator 
 amyjoshdmlr@hotmail.com 
Brittany Anderson Childcare Director 
 (HNCCCC Office) 763-591-0681 
 holynativitycccc@gmail.com  
General Message office@holynativity.net 
                                                                             763-545-1647 

Our Mission 
“Grounded in Christ’s love, Holy Nativity 

Lutheran Church is a welcoming community 
dedicated to helping all know God’s love 
through worship, service and fellowship.” 
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